SCREEN 


STAGE 


RIETY 


Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, 
Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 1905, at a Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 137% 


Y,, by Variety, Inc. 


Annual subscription, $10, 


COPYRIGHT, 1939, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Single copies 25 cents 


Vol. 136 No. 1 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1939 


48 PAGES 


E. E. Horton’s Record 33%, of Gross 


For Touring with Legit Show, Henry’ 


Edward Everett Horton will re- 
ceive 331/3% of the gross for his 
touring appearances this fall in 
‘Springtime for Henry.’ The Coast 
player’s services were in high de- 
mand for a road season in the Benn 
Levy farce comedy, with Rowland 
Stebbins, who produces under the 
name of Laurence Rivers, Inc., mak- 
ing the top bid with this record 
offer. No slice of a show, such as 
has been given Horton, is known to 
have ever been offered an actor. 

It’s figured that Horton’s share of 
‘Henry’ will easily top that of the 
manager, The show is a four-person, 
one-setter that can operate profitably 
at comparatively moderate grosses. 
On the strength of the comedy’s suc- 
cess in the summer theatres, Horton 
will probably double his average 
picture salary in the stage play. 

Horton came from the Coast early 
in the summer and played ‘Henry’ 
in sticks, moving from strawhat to 
strawhat. Play was presented 12 
times up to this week, with the film- 
ite making that many summer ap- 
pearances. It’s understood he re- 
ceived 10% of the gross, with a guar- 
antee of $1,000 weekly, and the show 
was reported getting top grosses all 
along the line. On tour his earn- 


(Continued on page 47) 


Kaye Neutral, So He 
Nixes ‘Over There’; 
Curbing War Songs 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 
Sammy Kaye, orchestra leader, 
started a row at the Earle here Fri- 
day (8) when he opened with the 
theatre’s stage show. One of the 


whose turn consists of a doughboy | 
routine, costumed in Khaki uniform. | 
Burke’s introduction is 
‘Over There.’ 

Kaye reportedly refused to play 
the tune, saying it would tend to 
became favorable propaganda for the 
European fracas. After a prolonged 
argument, Burke gave in and sub- 
stituted an ordinary fanfare. 


War Songs Taboo on Radio 
Songs inspired by the current Eu- 


ropean war have already begun to| 


pour into publishers’ offices. Most 
of them so far harp on the theme of 
staying neutral and extol the vir- 
tues of this country. Music publish- 
ers are inclined to hesitate about 
accepting this type of script because 
of an anticipated taboo by their main 


(Continued on page 36) 


German Retreat 


Dallas, Sept. 12. 
Things being what they are, Lou 
Bovis announces that the weekly 
German dances at the Bovis Club 
here are off from now on. 
They're being succeeded by Pol- 
ish polkas. 


the tune | 


Bring Your Mask 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
London affiliate of artists serv- 
ice here was cabled for data on 
playing time for one of its 
clients. 
Came the reply, ‘Time imme- 
diate and permanent—in the 
British army.’ 


Wired Televish, 


Over Phone Line, 
Into the Home 


Wired television is the newest 
form of aerial visual outlet, and is 
speculatively the solution of making 
that form of broadcast a commercial 
possibility. Whereas telecasts are 
limited in reception areas, it has al- 
ready been proven that reception 
by means of telephone wires, with- 
out interruption of telephonic serv- 
ice, is entirely practical. 

Like television itself, the wire 
telecasts are in experimental 
stage. Bell labortories daily shoot 
picture film over coaxial cables be- 
tween New York and Philadelphia 
and doubled back and forth again. 

Radio chains are acquainted with 
the Bell experiments, all data being 
given broadcasting companies gratis 
and without obligation. When and if 
live performances are sent over the 
wired systems, rates will be ar- 
ranged approximately along the 


acts on the bill is Johnny Burke, | lines as when radio programs were 


first sent from one central point to 
| subscribing stations. 

Wired television may be said to be 
comparable to selective radio pro- 


| grams, which are sent entirely over 


copper cables, such as the Muzak 
system. Special receiving’ sets 
would be leased to subscribers and 
regulation television sets would be 
equipped to pick up such service. 

Since a fee would be charged, that 
type of telecasting would be placed 
on a commercial basis, even before 
commercial advertising presentations, 
as now sent on the air daily. 


Musicals Again by WB 
If Zorina’s ‘Toes’ Clicks 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Warners will again turn to screen 
musicals should ‘On Your Toes,’ 
Zorina starrer set for release Nov. 
25, click. Burbank plant, which for- 
merly leaned heavily toward tune- 
films, has been dodging them for a 
year. 


Execs feel that customers may | post. 
‘Toes’ will | short time during the last war, but 
| didn't get into action. 


again be in the mood. 
decide a future course. 


| far from worried over developments 


DIO BIZ DESPITE WAR 


‘NEW ACCOUNTS 


Broadcasters See All-Time 
Sales Record for 1939, 
Though Decrease in Cer- 
tain Types of Advertisers 
Expected—Rising Market 
Prices Affect Some 


SPORTS, NEWS, BIG 


Course to be steered by national 
and regional spot radio advertisers 
(the boys who make up the real in- 
dividual station jackpots) is still 
pretty nebulous as a result of the 
war situation, but this much ap- 
pears certain—the radio industry 


will wind up 1939 with the biggest 
year in its history. Unlike other 
forms of the entertainment biz, it is 


in the next few months. There may 
be headaches aplenty in 1940, but so 
far radio has not succumbed to the 
jitters which, for instance, are quite 
prevalent in Hollywood and other 
forms of’ show biz. 

Developments of the past week in- 
dicate that some of the big national 
spot spenders are going to sit out 
their usual fall radio waltz. On 


the other hand, a couple of tobacco 
accounts are plowing into sports | 
schedules just as strong as always. | 
Ditto others. 

In fact, sports and news commen- 
tators look strong as programming 
possibilities during the coming sea- | 
son. Major new spot biz signed up | 
last week falls into these two cate- 
gories almost entirely. 

From the wrong side of the 
ledger, Gruen Watch has to date been 
among the first to quit its radio bar- 
rage. Movements for the Gruen 
tickers are made in Switzerland and 
were shipped here via Germany, a 


(Continued on page 26) 


Coward Advises Lunts 
That War Duty Will 
Keep Him From U. S. 


Noel Coward has gone to Paris to 
join the staff of the British legation 
and plans to remain there for the 
duration of the war. Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne received a let- 
ter from him last week giving that 
as the reason he would not come to 
the U. S. this season, as had been 
expected. 

Playwright has a business tieup as 
well as a close friendship with the 
Lunts. He had a sort of good-will 
and educational survey assignment 
with the British navy a year or more 
ago, but this is his first diplomatic 
Was in the British army for a 


[Execs Emphasize No Impairment 
To Pix Despite Recent Economies 


Power-Conscious 


Attitude of kids who chase 
leading bandleaders for auto- 
graphs has changed. Benny 
Goodman, trying to fight his way 
through a mob at the New York 
World’s Fair, heard a kid yell: 

‘We made you. C’mon, give 
us your autograph.’ 


Anti-War Feeling 
In US. Cools Film 


Reissuing Plans 


Although all film distribs are rum- 


that might be appropriate for re- 
issue, they’re not at all certain how 
many and to what degree they will 
hit the screens. Lists of prospective 
reissues are being compiled, but dis- 
tribution execs are just sitting and 
waiting while they try to figure out 
which way the wind of public tem- 
per is blowing as regards things 
martial. 

There’s a fear by officials that in- 
stead of being draws, because of 
their timeliness, war films may be 
actually repulsive to many people. 

One reissue actually being booked 
so far is the March of Time’s ‘Inside 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Having pared weekly payrolls by 
some $75,000 and otherwise reduced 
operating costs, heads of Coast stu- 
dios today (Tues.) began to see day- 
light in their intensive drive to cope 
with slashed foreign revenues with- 
out impairing production or lower- 
ing quality, 

With monetary outgo on all lots 
being brought down to expenditures 
for actual essentials in both man- 
power and materials, production big- 
gies are assuming a more optimistic 
outlook toward the war-changed sit- 
uation overseas than they were a 
few days ago. 

Joseph M. Schenck, Jack L. War- 
ner and Harry Cohn, speaking for 
their respective companies, 20th-Fox, 
Warners and Columbia, issued states 
ments in which they pledged de- 


j livery of all pictures promised in 


their spring announcements for the 
1939-40 season, adding that they 


/ would be filmed on scale originally 
maging through vaults for war pix | 


(Continued on page 2) 


Grace Moore’s ‘Music 
Box Revue’ Film Idea; 
Irving Berlin’s Songs 


Grace Moore is being sought by 


| 20th Century-Fox for ‘Say It With 


the Maginot Line,’ first released last | 


October. It’s being well received, 

| but as it is of an educational na- 

ture it is naturally far removed from 
(Continued on page 6) 


Other War News 


Show biz and the war, all over 
the world, pages 6-7; radio, 
page 21. 


| 


| 


Music,’ with a score of new and old 
tunes by Irving Berlin. Yarn would 
be based on incidents in the so- 
prano’s own life, with a background 
of the old Berlin ‘Music Box Revues’ 
in which she appeared. It would 
also have a story thread about the 
Music Box theatre, N. Y. 

Singer, who returned from Eu- 
rope last week, is vacationing at her 
Newtown (Conn.) home, but begins a 
concert tour Oct. 10 in Westchester, 


Pa. She’ll return to the Metropoli- 
tain Opera, N. Y., in late Novem- 
ber. 


Again! 
As Usual! 


The Hown of Charm 
Breaks All Records 


Loew’s, Canton, Sept. 8-9-10 


$8,024.00 
Phil Spitalny 


And His All Girl 
Orchestra 
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FILM SELLING FOR 1939-40 NOT FAST 


ENOUGH; UNDER POSSIBILITIES 


With Labor Day Come and Gone, It’s Belated—War’s 


Dat Ol’ Debbil Code 


Whether the war’s added uncer- 
tainty is responsible or not, selling 
continues slower than the distribu- 
tors like it. Labor Day is now 
behind them and numerous new 
season’s (1939-40) pictures are al- 
ready rolling on release. There is 
feeling 


closed up. 
While some companies are in bet- 


no dissatisfaction over sales, as 


timates are that an average for all 
the distributors would show that 
deals closed to date represent con- 
siderably less than 75% of possibili- 
ties. Those companies which hit a 
high standard on deliveries this past 
season (1938-39), and are offering a 
°39-40 program that looks good, are 
getting their contracts in earlier, 
while others are having to wait their 
turn. Thus, the latter bring the 
average for the whole down, against 
such claims as Warners that volume 
has increased with that company and 
that over 75% of possibilities among 
the chain accounts have been sold. 

Against such a showing by War- 


during "38-39 and by its recent sales 
concessions, chain buyers themselves 


last year at this time in closing up 
their season’s buys. This, of course, 
covers all distributors and brings 
the average down regardless of the 
pace set by WB. Also, Warners 
started selling earlier than any other 
companies this year. 

Although beginning to sell later 
than some other distribs, Paramount 
is running generally ahead, based on 
what it offers for the coming year. 
The last three weeks have improved 
in pace with this company, it is 
claimed. Two smaller distribs, Uni- 


among distributors, | 
however, that the prospects of a_ 
boom and the threat c* a shortage 
of pictures may now mean an early | 
conclusion of deals remaining to be | 
fer shape than others and scream | 


compared with last year, reliable es- | 


ners, encouraged both by its record | 


indicate that they are not ahead of. 


Uncertainty Another Headache—And, of Course, 


Wasted Libretto 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Young producer on major lot 
who has been nursed along as 
prospect by top executive with 
salary jumping from $100 to $700 
a week during a few years’ time, 
was rehearsing for whole week 
what he would say to his bosses 
if they dared ask him to cut. 
He told his story to anyone who 
would listen to it in a cafe. 
When the studio decided to get 
rid of excess baggage he was the 
first to go and not given chance 
to tell the studio toppers off. 


ATLAS HASN'T 
WITHDRAWN 
RKO BID 


| Spokesmen of the Atlas Corp. aver 
‘that the company will not withdraw 


'its underwriting agreement for the 
/new RKO common stock, but will in- 
| definitely postpone hearings on the 
fairness of their offer until a mini- 
/mum of two weeks have passed. It 
is also possible that the hearings may 
be postponed longer than the fort- 
night period, but certainly no longer 
than a month. 

The reason for the postponements 
is due to the unstable condition of 
the market at the present time, be- 
cause of the war, this making it im- 
possible to place a reasonable offer 
on the value of the stock. It is hoped 
that the market will have stabilized 
in a month. 


No Impairment 


Continued from page 1 


planned. Statements followed weed- 
ing out of some 500 20th-Fox 
workers and elimination of 370 
backlot employes at Warners earlier 
in week, Other plants have effected 
similar prunings. Warners, however, 
expect to call back at least 250 of 


those dropped within the next few 
days. 

Warner stated his company not 
only would keep its promises as to 
number and standard of films, but 
would add five features to its list 
as the season progressed. He esti- 
mated loss of foreign market would 
slice 25% off Burbank outfit’s income. 
This loss, he said, would be more 
than compensated for by making of 
better screen entertainment to stimu- 
late the domestic market as well as 
theatre business in neutral countries. 


He declared his company would 
tighten up On wnnecessary expendi- 
tures, and that at least part of this 
year’s building program would be 
held in abeyance so that its budget 
factor could be used for production 
if needed. Every effort will be made, 
he indicated, to wipe out lost mo- 
tion and to prevent waste of any 
sort, especially in the preparation of 
stories, 

Warners will make no propaganda 
pictures such as ‘Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy,’ he declared, insisting it 
will adhere strictly to a 100% neu- 
tral policy during progress of con- 
flict. ‘Underground,’ which would 
have dealt with internal German 
movements, has been called off. 


He added that as a result of tele- 
phonic confabs last week with Harry 
M. Warner in New York, just home 
from -Europe, and other’ eastern 
execs, he is convinced both British 
and French theatres shertly would 
| reopen. H. M. Warner has since 
| reached the Coast for further studio 


huddles. 
| 


Full Speed at Col. 


Cohn announced he had instructed 


Bring Production Costs Down 


Though the sentiment may not be as strong in production, on one point 
virtually everyone in distribution and theatre operation are agreed upon. 
This is that the studios should bring costs down. The feeling is that even 
if there wasn’t a war, Hollywood should be making pictures at less money 
without interfering with quality, and that perhaps it may be a good thing 
if war results in finally getting around to the shearing of costs. 

At the same time, both distribs and exhibs are quick to assert that the 
studios cannot sacrifice the standards of production now maintained. They 
| cannot afford to make bad pictures because then the distribs won't be able 
' to sell them. During the past week the Allied Theatre Owners of New 
| Jersey, in convention, urged that quality be maintained, reflecting the 
| attitude of probably every exhibitor in the country, regardless of the 
beefs against rentals and other sales terms. 

The general opinion—and hope—is that there will be a business boom 
in this country and that theatre grosses will jump as occurred in the last 
war after it had been under way a few months. The high level of grosses 
| continued through America’s participation in the hostilities. 

Distributor sources are also of the opinion that a boom is on the way, 
suggested by the action of the stock market and the demands that war 
make upon certain commodities. 

Higher Rentals? 
Meantime, the question of whether higher rentals must be obtained 


the maximum out of pictures, including playing time, is being mulled. So 
far as can be learned, no adjustments up or down on contracts already in 
existence, have been undertaken, although the natural trend is expected 
to be to get as much out of product from now on as possible, to make up 
for the slack in foreign receints. 

While it is admitted by some operators that the distribs have every 
excuse now to ask for higher rentals and the maximum playing time 
where contracts stipulate three or four days or 5-to-7 days, for example, 
if the theatres don’t get the business they will have to cut the same as 
studios and distribution, thus reducing income all along the line. 

On the other hand, should there be a big upturn at the b.o., then the 
theatres can afford to pay more for the pictures, automatically turning 
id more on percentage dates, and also will be able to extend playing 
ime. 

During the past year or so, the studios started swerving more to the 
production of film tailored especially for the domestic market, and less 
with the entire world in mind. This trend has developed and is expected 
to be carried out on a much broader scale in future due to the gradual 
shrinkage of the foreign market and, now, its possible collapse. The 
belief is that if pictures were made much more with American audiences 
in mind, forgetting about the rest of the world, they might be able to 
get sufficient rental in the U. S. and possibly Canada to make the foreign 
fields relatively unimportant, 


Par, Like WB, Offering Exhibs 
New Selling Concessions; 
Other Distribs May Follow 


with Barney Balaban, president: 
| Neil Agnew, sales chief; and John | 


While not laying down as elab- 
orate a program as Warner Bros. did, 


from all accounts in the future, together with efforts made toward getting © 


At that time Atlas will renew its 'all Columbia producers, directors and |W. Hicks, Jr., foreign department | 


versal and Rep, are also ahead under with a fixed set of points to govern * 


vigorous selling by stronger distri- 
bution forces than they had in the 
past. 

With the chains putting up con- 
siderable resistance in their nego- 
tiations among all the distribs, stall- 
ing the latter throughout the entire 
summer, the various companies have 
been delayed in getting around to 
the smaller independent accounts. 
Those minor exhibitor buyers who 
have been approached are also tak- 
ing their time in deciding what they 
want to do for the next year in view 
of upset conditions. The delay on 


offer before Federal Judge William 


Bondy in New York, who will have | 


returned from his vacation. Atlas is 
also willing to go before a master, if 
Judge Bondy still remains unwilling 
to hear argument at that time. At 
no time has Atlas considered with- 
drawing its offer, take advantage of 
the ‘war clause’ in the agreement, 


Mankiewicz, Phipps’ 
Critical Auto Accident 


|}at any time in the organization’s | British market, Nate 


writers that ‘full speed ahead’ is that | Manager. Latter has just returned 
| company’s current slogan. from a trip to Australia. With com- 
‘There will be no deviation from | Plete data of future requirements. 
our regular production program,’ | Freeman left for the Coast on Fri- 
he continued, ‘with the sole excep-|day (8). Agnew is conducting a 
tion of the postponement of ‘Arizona’ Meeting of Paramount sales division 
|for 60 days. We are not pulling in| and district managers in Chicago, 

‘our horns. As a matter of fact, we | Starting last Monday (11). 
'are spending fully $5.000,000 more At Universal, which always has 
| on Columbia product this year than been strongly intrenched in the 
Blumberg, 


| 


| history.’ 


|ture of the film industry, he cited |in New York. Those present, in ad- 
the fact he is starting the Howard | dition to J. Cheever Cowdin, board 
|chairman, included Cliff Work, stu- 


|president, called together the com- | 
As evidence of his faith in the fu-|Pany’s top executives for meetings | 


the trade practices code proved aj} | Hawks production, ‘My Girl Friday,’ 


deterrent as well, since numerous | 
buyers saw bargaining advantages 
in the code, but not until it had been 
approved. 
Policy Headaches 

Plenty of exhibitors, moreover, 
have been considerably in doubt as 
to what their operating policies 
would be for the coming season, 
whether admission prices would be | 
juggled up or down, whether stage | 
shows might be used, runs switched. 
etc. This has had some effect in 
not only slowing up trading with the 
distributors but also in protracting 


tor stated that while he knows vari- 
ous circuits are taking his product | 


for °39-40, that having been agreed | 
upon, it may be three months before | 
the contracts are actually signed, to | 


be tucked away in the files. 


Application of agreements in prin- | 


ciple to the theatres controlled by 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Herman J. Mankiewicz and Thomas 
Phipps, film writers, are in a critical 


{condition in a hospital at Albu- 


querque, N. M. 

They were injured in an auto ac- 
cident on Sunday (10) near Grants, 
N. M. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Cecilia Ager 
Sam Falter 
Jack Benny 
Irving Brecher 


Rupert Hughes 
Sem Kernes 

Lottie Lehman 
Diana Manners 


| 
| of this week. 


Many Intensive Huddles 
| On Film Economy in N.Y. 


Herman Wobber, general man- 
ager, and Walter Hutchinson, in 


York this morning, after a series of 
conferences with Joseph M. Schenck 
and Darryl F. Zanuck. Wobber and 


charge of 20th-Fox foreign depart- | 
ment, are expected to return to New | 


|a heavy-budget feature, on Thursday | dio chief; Matty Fox, vice-president; | 
William Scully, sales manager, and | 


Joseph H. Seidelman, foreign sales 
;}manager. Work went back west 
| Monday night (11); Fox follows on 
Friday (15), 

| Harry M. Warner, president of 
Warner Bros., returned to New York 


from England soon before war was | 
Through the past week | 


declared. 
he presided at numerous meetings at 


the Warner home office thoroughly | 


acquainting himself with the domes- 
tic and foreign sales situation, thus 


Hutchinson planed to the Coast last | Preparing himself for meetings at 


Sept. 13 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 


|Charles Munro (Monterey), 


land, Gene Sheldon, Loretta Fischer, 


Billie and Eddy Ryan, Mrs. Jack 
Harris, ‘The Women’ cast (Washing- 


Sept. 12 (London to New York), | 


Other News of Interest to Films 


the sales policy in the future, Parae 
{mount has decided to give its ace 
; counts the benefit of provisions 
| which were contained in the code 
and immediately is revising its con- 
| tract to include a cancellation clause 
/ranging from 10 to 20%, based on 
rental averages. 

Neil F. Agnew, v.p. in charge of 
distribution, stated yesterday (Tues.) 
that there will be no recording 
charge on percentage pictures for 
any account, and that the rejection 
privilege will go further than that 
of Warners, including a 15% elim- 
| ination which WB does not offer. 

Accordingly, Par will permit a 
cancellation of 20% to accounts aver- 
aging $100 or less in rentals: 15% 
where the average is from $100 to 
$250, and 10% for any average over 
that, which would be small. Agnew 
estimates that about 89% of the 
country’s accounts fall into the group 
averaging less than $100 an engage- 
| ment on pictures. 

Metre, RKO May Ditto 

Metro and other major distribu- 
| tors are also expected to voluntarily 
| grant relief to exhibitors that the 
government would not allow them 


| ing bitterly hurt that it was kicked 
| down, states that he had been out 
of town so much on product deals 
and other matters that he hasn't had 
time to decide exactly what Metre 
will do. Indicating by inference 
that Metro will go along, he added 
that he may get around to the mat- 


onatiati = -| Jack Cumming | Rouben Ma i 
|} Samvel Tuesday (5). | the Burbank studio. He left for the to offer through the instrumentality 
ie ime back. J.C. Gilpin | Edward Sloman Situati is being discussed and | C@St on Monday (11). ‘of the tr ti ) 
This pear, also, the Glstribs have| Jane Halt | 5. Situation is being discussed and | _ of the rade practices code. RKO, 
agreed on lot of important deals| Harrington lanalyzed at the Loew office. Al After brief York visit) it is understood, has determined, as 
that thelr | Lichtman, vice president, arrived in| Harry Cohn, president of Columbia) a starter, that it will insert an ar- 
e tures will he played, but the details | N. Y. TO L A. New York, Monday (11), and will , Pictures, is back on the Coast; he,}| bitration clause in its contracts for 
remain for talks with Nicholas M. | too, just got back from Europe. | > peaceful settlement of disputes if 
¢ n applying suc agreemen oO 1€ | Gene Autry Irs. Erie von Schenck j | the acco t a a 
ativ “ra fie a a ara- rg 
volved has taken more than the Y. Frank n | 1 od SAILINGS } Rodgers, al sales 
usual amount of time. One distribu-/ 1. Kernbium Cliff Work Manager of Metro, who labored dili- 
1 Adrian Roflini Herbert J, Yates ithrough last week and conferred | | gently over the code for a year, be- 


an account, especially if there are Page 23 ton) ter some ti thi 
p Fidler throwing off the wraps on Page 23 Sept. 11 (Lendon to New York) Attitede 
a, is req me du 
the present Page 23 Cy Wood, Joe Henaberry, Joe Hanley Exhibs may expect from RKO all 


ditions which differ in various lo- 
calities, wavering grosses, and now 


Radio reviews: Helen Hayes (Campbell), Lux show (Cary 
Grant-Colbert), Bob Burns, Dorothy Lamour, Good News..Page 24 


(President Harding). 


Sept. 6 (Rio de Janeiro to New | 


|concessions resurrected by any 
other company out of the dead trade 
practices code, H. M. Richey, direc- 


the war. York), Phil Reisman (Brazil). i | 
we! Grant on Gulf preem......... Page 28 an (Brazil) tor ot | 
ahead of last year on sales at this | a Page 35 said Monday (11). Most important of 
time, while others are even, or be-|| Warners angels show but loses Rodgers-Hart score........... Page 35 ARRIVALS these concessions to be included in 
hind. This comparison with last | WB dents music publishers’ solid frent.......... 0.0.00... - 000 Page 35 (At the Port of New York new contracts, he declared, will be 4 : 
summer and early fall is not saying|| War blasts B'way production............... Page 43 ’ w York) _|the 20% cancellation privilege and ; : 
much, however, since the contracting! | wr. Anthony McGuire's play............................_ Mrs. Eric Von Stroheim, Vladimir } an optional arbitration clause. 
on page 10) O'Bryan. (Continued on page 36) 
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SLASHING WASTE 


Foreign Revenue’s Decline 
Is the Main Problem Right 
Now — But Not as Pes- 
simistic as First Thought, 
and Expected to Improve 


EASE CLOSING EDICT 


Tightening of purse-strings and 
Jengthening of executive working 
hours were the first reactions with- 
jn the film industry to disquieting of- 
ficial and confidential reports from 
European countries that drastic 
regulations governing civilian life in 
warring and neutral nations will se- 
riously curtail foreign film rentals. 

Over the past week representa- 
tives of the American companies 
were able for the first time in 10 
days to push through brief cable re- 
ports, which, on the whole, presented 
the European picture in somewhat 
more optimistic light than the first 
messages. It is stated that film houses 
in England, which were shuttered in 
keeping with the martial edict for 
complete blackouts of London and 
other principal cities as protection 
against air-raids, are reopening dur- 
ing afternoons and early evening 
hours. Theatres situated adjacent to 


(Continued on page 16) 


Freeman Advocates 
‘Common Sense’ Stance 
On Par’s Economies 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount 
president, at a meeting of studio 
executive producers and department 
heads yesterday (Mon.) declared 
there would be no deviation from 
the announced 1939-40 program of 
the company. At the confab, held 
in his office immediately upon his 
return from the east, he said the 
company attitude during the war 
emergency would be based on com- 
mon sense, with elimination of 
waste as its initial item. 


Freeman stated that he had in- 
formed a meeting of Par division and | 
district sales heads of this plan in 
Chicago on Saturday (9). He said 
that the production program planned 
months ago is far ahead of sched- 


ule at the present time and that it, 
is both unnecessary and impractical | 
to attempt revision because of the 
European war. 

Par has completed, he said, 28! 
features, with six now before the | 
cameras and 17 scheduled for pro-, 
ducton within the next few months. 


ECONOMY, NO EASY TASK 


An industry that is resourceful enough to 
divide the waters of the Red Sea, create its own 
earthquakes and hurricanes and send British 
soldiers marching to war behind the theme 
song of ‘Heigh Ho! from ‘Snow White,’ an 
animated cartoon, should approach its own 
commercial problems with confidence and de- 
termination. Current puzzle for picture mak- 
ers is how to compress a lavish production 
budget within the limitations of an income that 
is shrinking rapidly as the European war dis- 
organizes civilian life among battling and neu- 
tral nations. 


First suggestion, of course, is that studios 
immediately curtail expenditures until outgo 
balances income. It isn’t quite so easy as that. 
Production expenditures cannot be regulated 
with the ease of running water. Even if every 
Hollywood plant were shuttered (which is 
what happened last week to film theatres in 
I-ngland), overhead and commitment expense 
would keep right on. 


Economy, of course, is the first demand in 
a situation such as the film industry: now faces. 
With the British and French markets neg- 
ligible sources in income, at least until there 
is semblance of orderly living under war con- 
ditions, ordinary business prudence prompts 
every management to reduce outgo to the ut- 
most. Probable loss of considerable income 
from Britain and France (complicated further 
by a hazardous course in the value of foreign 
exchange), looms to be so great, however, 
that no matter how drastic the expenditure 
cutting, no matter how cleverly the studios 
slip from under commitments, such elimina- 
tions of themselves will be insufficient to meet 
the problem. 


The alternative, of course, is for the Amer- 
ican film companies to explore the domestic 
market and ascertain by what means and 
methods the gross boxoffice incomé of Amer- 
ican theatres might be lifted. Such a course 
would be attacking the problem in a realistic 
way, dealing with known factors, far removed 
from the confusion of events in distant lands. 


Waste in American distribution is an an- 
nual toll on industry resources amounting to 
such a great sum that, if present unscientific 
methods were abolished, the result would be a 
healthier and more profitable industry. 


It may be that steps towards reorganization 
of domestic distribution and exhibition will be 
a natural sequence in the readjustments de- 
manded by the European War. The profligate 
gesture of current theatre bookings, wherein 
fine attractions are teamed with mediocrity, or 
dualled with a second outstanding success, 
will be curbed under economic stress of the 
coming months. Who will do the curbing, 
and how, remains to be seen. 


The fact is, that events are shaping them- 
selves towards an opportunity for major film 
companies to bring about cooperation between 
themselves and thousands of independent the- 
atre operators. The problem of cutting produc- 
tion expense to the measure of restricted world 
income is not one solely for producers to worry 
about. It is just as much the concern of the 
independent theatre man as the chain manage- 
ments. Hollywood may seem far away from 
some rural film house, or an operation tucked 
away in a suburban section, but the full impact 
of decision reached in Hollywood bounces 
against all theatres everywhere. 


It would seem a reasonable and constructive 


suggestion that the major film companies 
should undertake immediately to place before | 
their exhibitor customers a clear, concise and | 
accurate statement of conditions which have 
to be met by a unified industry. Failure to in- 
form, and a continuance of the attitude that 
perhaps the customer isn’t interested in any- 
thing but film grosses in key cities, may crys- 
talize resistance against reasonable remediable 
steps. There’s a job of intelligent informing 
and analyzing to be performed by major com- 
panies, if the cooperation they so sorely need 
is to be won over to their side. 


The anti-trust suits and the collapse of the 
well intentioned, but unfortunate, proposed 
trade practice code find the industry in a dis- 
cordant mood, at the very moment when com- 
mon purpose and universal understanding of 
great problems are crying for attention. The 
hour has arrived for plain speaking, in the form 
of a series of trade announcements from in- 
dustry leaders. Those who will take advan- 
tage of the moment to check false rumors and 
propaganda will perform a lasting industry 
service. 


CLIP 


Invoke Drastic Measures to 
Offset $90,000,000 For- 
eign Loss—Lop Off Excess, 
But Must Strive to Main- 
tain Production Quality 


ALL DEPTS. HIT 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Hollywood has a compound prob- 
lem to solve. It is the toughest 
since the 1933 bank holiday, when 
studios asked employees to take a 
50% cut and created a turmoil within 
the. ranks of the industry that ended 
up with creative talent breaking 
away from the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences and recog- 
nition of various Guilds, in which 
former Academy members sought 


| haven for their mutual protection. 


Hollywood is not going to try the 
same measure again, at least not for 
the time being, with the European 
war on, and the possibility that the 
English market will either be wiped 
out so far as coin coming through is 
concerned, or greatly reduced from 
a consumption standpoint. 


Film-makers know that they must 
continue to make good pictures, and 
that quality of product cannot be 
cheated on, with result that there 
has been an unanimous pruning go- 
ing on of payrolls construed as ex- 
cess baggage, which will currently 
save the combined Hollywood pro- 
duction forces around $75,000 a 
week. Studios are insistent that they 
do not intend cutting salaries and 
wages, but are going to eliminate all 
unnecessary waste every 
angle. Under no circumstances do 
they want to diminish the number 
of pictures scheduled for the current 
season unless the story material may 
be construed as inappropriate for 
production at this time. 


There is said to be around $90,- 
000,000 a year revenue to American 
companies from the foreign market, 
the bulk of it from the British Em- 
pire. They feel that in time a good 
portion of this will continue coming 
through to America, but are inclined 


(Continued on page 16) 


Griffis Due Back in U.S. 


Stanton Griffis, chairman of Para- 
mount’s board, sailed for New York 
Saturday (9):from France, according 
to word received at the home office. 
Griffis’ whereabouts was not known 
for several days immediately before 
British-French declaration of war. 

He had been’ honeymooning 
abroad. 


fear that there would be a lowering 
in the quality of pictures and re- 
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PAYROLL SLICE 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

War retrenchment and 
sultant loss of foreign markets cost | Other producer out in the retrench- 
| 535 20th-Fox employees their jobs 
|up to last night (Monday). 
it is estimated, will save the studio 


Wertheimer, Hempstead, 
Others Out at 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Lew Wertheimer has resigned as 


associate producer in the Sol Wurt- 
zel unit at 20th-Fox, after two years | 
the re-| on the lot. David Hempstead is ~al 


| ment. 
Other departers over the weekend | 


Slashes,/ were Aidan Roark, staff writer; 


Casting and budgeting of these films, | duced employment. 

he disclosed, had been planned with! ‘I, personally, have refrained from 
the possibility of European trouble | forming any snap judgment, but 
in mind. None will be dropped nor | ‘have chosen to await developments 
will budget revisions be made, he | that I could see our way ahead 
said. 'more clearly. At this moment it is 


call off preliminary work on_ the| ¢ompany—or any other major com- 
new studio site this fall have been panies—will curtail production or 
made. | lower the quality of pictures for the 
Adolph Zukor discussed the for-' yeason that the producing companies 
eign situation at the chinfest and /are themselves large exhibitors and 
William LeBaron assured Freeman have three to four times as much 
of his whole-hearted cooperation in capital invested in theatres as in 
the campaign to eliminate waste. production. If we are to operate 

our theatres successfully, we must 


Nick Schenck’s Statement bye yen outstanding pictures ane plenty 


On Production Quality. 


Nicholas M. Schenck, president of 
Loew’s, Inc., and Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Pictures, yesterday (Tues.) is- 
sued the following statement in N. Y. 

‘There has been considerable 
speculation in the industry and in 
financial circles regarding the posi- 
tion of the motion picture industry | exceed present expectations, we will 
in the present world crisis. Many |at that time consider ways and 
in the industry have expressed a’ means of meeting the emergency.’ 


‘Furthermore, I believe that the 
orders closing theatres in England 
and France will gradually be re- 
laxed as conditions permit, so as to 
make possible the furnishing of 
needed entertainment to the civilian 
population of the warring countries, 
However, should our fore'3n losses 


| about $17,000 a week of the $45,000 
| it is said to be losing because of the 


tments, 
It is understood that no plans to foolish for anyone to think that our | or ss ane 


/such departments as readers, music, 


| 


conlict abroad. | 
Non-productive departments have 


two crews have been operating de- 
only one is being re- 
tained. Salary cuts have also been 
reported in various units, 

Trimmings have gone to 50% in 


super-imposing, stock players and | 
studio police. Gendarmes who were 
let go, however, have been restored. 

A number of writers have been | 
laid off, some temporarily, until as- | 
signments are set. Six or eight are 
out already and others are going as 
they complete assignments and no 
new work is available for them. 

It is likely that higher bracket | 
personnel may also feel the purge. 


SNEAKING ‘WIND’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Metro pulled out of town for a 
sneak preview Saturday (9) with 
‘Gone With Wind.’ 
Picture ran 220 minutes. 


‘Arthur Loew West for 2d 


| been slashed to a minimum. Where | 


Time; Chatain Stricken 


Frank (‘Lefty’) James, technical | 
‘advisor, and Sam Ledner, assistant | 
| director. 


| 
| 


Arthur Loew, head of Metro’s for- | 


eign department, 
| Coast again, his second trip in about | 
two weeks. 
after Louis ‘Lili’ Chatain, director in | 
|the French Metro organization, who) 


taken seriously ill suddenly | 
while planing to the Coast. Chatain 


has gone to the! 


Both visits are to look | 


| 


/had gone to Hollywood to house- | 


‘guest with Cary Grant but had to 


be rushed to a Santa Monica hos- 


pital on arrival. 


Chatain, greatly improved, is re- 


|cuperating well enough to be brought 


back to N. Y. Loew will come east 
with him when he returns in a few 
days. Besides being on French 
M-G directorate, Chatain is head of 
a Paris advertising organization. 
While west, Loew will 


consult | 


with studio executives and advise on | 


the European film situation. 
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N. Y. Film Labor’s Drive to Shift 


More Prod. East 


Given a Brushoff; 


‘Schenck, Blumberg, 
| Bernhard, Others 
| S.E.C. Stock Deals 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
Ground-floor transactions in paper 


However, Several Pix Starting pape 


Campaign by film studio labor in 
New York to have 10° of all pro- 
duction transferred east in order to 
spread work was termed ‘ridiculous’ 
this week by execs of both major 
and minor companies. 


Mechanics’ activity to bring pro-'} 


duction to New York was started 
with a resolution adopted unani- 
mously at the recent State Federa- 
tion of Labor convention. Sponsored 
by Local 52 of the Motion Picture 
Studio Mechanics, it asked support 
of all A. F. L. members for the move. 
George Meany, prez of the State 
Federation, last week promised co- 
operation of his 1,100,000 members. 

Aside from the fact that it would 
greatly increase cost to producers to 
duplicate equipment in the east, they 
pointed out that climactic conditions 
in New York were unfavorable for 
work more than a few months a 
year, making a switch entirely un- 
feasible. 

Studio mecharics for years have 
been urging the shift east without 
avail. They say it would provide 
employment for 10,000 workers and 
indirectly aid 40,000 others. 

3 in Work Within Month 

Marked spurt in eastern produc- 
tion of features for major release is 
currently evident. 

Three pictures will be in work in 
New York within a month, according 
to present plans. Shooting on one 
has already started. March of Time’s 
*‘O’er the Ramparts We Watch.’ Har- 
old Orlob’s ‘Listen Luella’ and the 
Jack Skirball-John Wildberg ‘Angela 
Is 22’ start in October. 

Time began shooting its initial at- 
tempt at a feature-length production 
in New London, Conn., yesterday 
(Tuesday). John Wood, 
of production, took a camera crew 


and cast of about 35 up from New | 


York on Monday. They will be on 
the location a month or so. New 
London was chosen as a _ typical 
American town. 


office there. 

Orlob’s production is a musical. 
Richard Morenus, writer and pro- 
ducer of the D’Artega orch program 
for Enna Jettick shoes, and Ernest 


national Play Co., did the scenario, 
additional dialog by Pat Ballard, 


who writes the Fred Waring radio | 


show. Orlob himself did the six 
songs. Orlob is currently attempt- 


ing to get Brenda Frazier, muchly 
publicized deb, to do a role resem- 
bling herself. A friend romantically 
linked with her, Billy Livingstone, is 
already signed. Cobina Wright, Sr. 
and Jr., are also being sought by 
Orlob if their current try on the 
Coast doesn’t pan out. Also set is 
Iris Adrian. Dick Powell and Betty 
Grable are also being talked of as 
possibilities by Orlob. Lead singing 
role will be handled by a newcomer, 
Jane Kean. Film will 
Cosmocolor at the Fox-Movietone 
studios in Manhattan. No release 
set yet. 
lob’s ‘Third of a Nation’ last year. 


Jack Skirball is currently on the | 


Coast and John Wildberg is leaving 


today (Wednesday) to join him to | 


complete final scripting and casting 
of ‘Angela.’ Film will be shot at 
Eastern Service Studios, Astoria, 
L. I., Columbia distributing. Skirball 
and Wildberg are committed to do 
two additional pix for Columbia 
within the next 18 months at As- 
toria. 
Group Theatres’ Deal 


Deal between Eastern Service Stu- | 


dios and the Group Theatre to make 
film versions of Broadway hits pro- 
duced by the latter is still on, de- 
pending only on the proper vehicle 
te start production. Agreement is 
for the Group to make three films 
within a two-year period at East- 
ern’s studio on Long Island, with 
financing being partially borne by 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
and Irving Trust Co. 

Pact is a loose one, with the Group 
free to sell rights to any of its plays 
to Hollywood. Agreement merely 
assures the legit production co-op 
that if it has another ‘Golden Boy’ 


and wishes to film it itself, facilities | 


and financing are at its command. 
‘Three Sisters,’ adapted by Clifford 
Odets, Group’s first and only an- 
nounced legit production this sea- 
son, is thought unlikely as a prospect 
for filming because it is in the pub- 
lic domain, the copyright on the 
Chekhov play having run out. How- 


in charge | 


Some of the takes | 
will be localed in a local newspaper | 


be shot in | 


Paramount distribbed Or- | 


+ 


AL CHRISTIE WITH F&M 


‘light last week, ending prolonged 
iperiod of little. activity by insiders 
in major units. Semi-monthly Se- 


| 


Jas. Roosevelt Calls Studio Survey 
Full-Time Job; Favors Academy Back 


‘N.Y. OPS, THEATRES TO 


'curities & Exchange Commission 


| port spotlighted various transactions 


‘HELLZAPOPPIN’ PIC »» bis names 


Among deals on which Al Christie 
is currently negotiating is one to 
'turn ‘Hellzapoppin’ into a picture at 


L. I Fanchon & Marco, long re- 
_ported dickering for the Olsen and 
Johnson legiter, would finance the 
former Educational shorts producer. 

Christie is also confabbing with 
Grand National for release when 
current financial reorganization of 
the company is completed. Plan is 
| for GN to aid in financing indie pro- 
ducers instead of going into pro- 
duction at once on its own. 

Christie has been in New York for 
several weeks lining up coin. He 
| has several deals on the fire with 
jelled yet. 


RKO’s Patterson 
Be U.S. Aide 
On Radio In War 


| Washington, Sept. 12. 

| Drafting of Richard C. Patterson, 
_Jr., newly-named chairman of the 
'RKO Pictures board, for service in 
the war ‘emergency’ is imminent, ac- 
cording to trade and political gossip. 


communications problems, it is said. 

With President Roosevelt and the 
Administration enlisting many busi- 
| ness heads to help suggest policies, 


return of Patterson to Washington , 


sounds natural in view of the New 
Dealers’ concern about possible radio 
_and film propaganda. With a back- 
| ground which included several years 
as executive v.p. of NBC, Patterson 


could pass along tips and ex-officio | 


suggestions to the broadcasters in a 


| way which conceivably would elimi- | 
Culbertson, who operates the Inter- | 


nate the need for any big-stick tac- 
| tics on the part of the FCC, or other 
government outfits. 


‘asked to devote full 
‘counselling is problematical. 
sumably he would be contacted only 
, when some specific problem arose 
and then asked for his slant. He 
would be in a position to pass reac- 


| tions on to the radio industry for its | 


| guidance. 


Longer Pact for Murray Silverstone, 
Bonuses, Korda, on UA Agenda Today 


the Eastern Service studios, Astoria, | 


He would be made special advisor on | 


Whether the RKO exec would be | 
time to the! 
Pre- | 


Joseph M. Schenck was revealed 
,to have dumped 4,300 shares of 20th 
Century-Fox $1.50 preferred during 
July, cutting his stake to 18,284. In 
‘addition he still holds 108,943 pieces 
of common. 
| Nathan J. Blumberg, in a series of 
| transactions, picked up 2,000 voting 
| trust certificates for Universal Corp. 
-common, boosting his total to 2,500, 
|while William Freiday grabbed 
/1,200 certificates and Charles D. 
'Prutzman acquired 100. Gives 
|Prutzman a total of 400. 
| Belated statement disclosed swap 

of $8,000 worth of Warner Bros. 6% 
|debentures back in April by Joseph 
'Bernhard. Got new bonds for the 
'old, with his total holdings un- 
| affected. 

John Hertz reported that his in- 
‘terest in Paramount was_ shaved 
microscopically by sale of paper held 
| by Lehman Bros., banking house in 
which he holds partnership. Port- 
folio pruned by sale of five shares of 
| common, which subsequently were 
| replaced. No change in the long 
run, or in his direct investment in 
1,000 shares. 
| Thomas P. Loach reported ac- 
| quisition of two shares of Pathe com- 
mon, while Kenneth M. Young 
dumped 900 shares of the same com- 
pany’s paper, cutting his batch to 
shares, 
| Another behind-schedule _ state- 
ment showed W. Ray Johnston had 
unloaded 847 options for Monogram 
‘common in June, keping 5,350 in ad- 
| dition to 62,383 shares of the issue. 

Several sales and one gift by J. 
Robert Rubin came to light. He 
peddled 1,600 shares of Loew’s com- 
mon in four batches, and then do- 
nated 60 shares. Leaves him with 
31,415 tickets. 

Acquisition of 500 shares of Trans- 
Lux common via the conversion 
iroute was reported by Leslie E. 
Thompson. Boosts his pile to 4,000 
shares. 


Johnson’s 6-Mo. Hiatus 
| For 20th, to Write Play 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Nunnally Johnson will take a six- 
‘month powder from his associate 
producer duties at 20th-Fox to write 
stage plays when he finishes his cur- 

rent assignment early in October. 
He’s presently working on ‘Grapes 
‘of Wrath.’ 


Cummins’ New Outfit 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
New cooperative film producing- 
| distributing company has been set up 
'by Samuel Cummins, name to be 
| chosen later this month. Headquar- 


ters will be in New York, with no/| 


stock available for public. 
| Cummins, siate-right 
|has pulled out for New York after 
installing J. G. Bachmann as west- 
ern rep. Release plans tentatively 
call for 13 to 26 pictures per season, 
with Cummins to produce six fea- 
tures in color. 


, ever, a new Odets piece, slated to be 
completed in November, is looked 
forward to as a definite possibility. 
| Following release early next month 
/ of his Yiddish film production of 

‘Mirele Efros, Jacob Gordon's stage 

hit, Roman Rebush gets going almost 
immediately on another Yiddish 
film, based on an original story he’s 

| writing about American Jewish life. 
| Victor Chenkin will star. Rebush 
also plans a Negro musical. 

| Films are being made in New 
York. 

Eddie Green, comedian, has com- 
pleted a picture with an all-colored 
cast titled ‘Dress Rehearsal.’ 

It’s a musical comedy, with Green 
in the lead, supported by Harlem 
talent. 


—— > 


distributor, | 


Adjourning the board meeting un- 
| til today (Wed.), United Artists di- 
| rectors on Monday (11), at the first 
session, discussed proposals to 
'lengthen Murray Silverstone’s con- 
tract as president of the company for 
another three years, to a total of five, 
| and took up the question of provid- 
ing financing for Alexander Korda, 
| it is understood. The situation cre- 
ated by the war and the administra- 
| tive-production policy to be pursued 
by UA was also on the agenda. 

| Expectation is that at today’s 


| (Wed.) meeting the board will ng 
| prove the extension of contract for | 
| Silverstone, who has been on a two- | 


| year probationary period, giving to 
|him complete authority over the 
| company’s activities throughout the 
world. 

While it was reported the UA di- 
| rectors would declare a division of 
earnings for its producers, based on 


ter was not taken up at the Monday 
(11) session. It may come up today 
(Wed.), since the shares of UA’s total 
distribution earnings may come in 
handy for the producers of the com- 
pany. 

Under the bonus plan, instituted 
about a year ago at the behest of 
Sam Goldwyn, UA producers share 
in earnings from sales in ratio to the 
money their individual pictures bring 
in, rather than on an equal basis as 
‘in the past. 


Reaching an impasse in negotia- 
_tions for a renewal with Local 306, 
| Moving Picture Machine Operators 
| of New York, which is demanding a 
| 25% increase, the Broadway man- 
| agers have asked that the matter be 
submitted to arbitration in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the 
seven-year agreement in _ force. 
Under this termer calling for recog- 
nition of 306, it was understood that 
when it came to renewing every 
year or two years, if both sides 
couldn't get together satisfactorily, 
arbitration was to figure. 

The theatre group has appointed 
Major Leslie E. Thompson, head of 
the RKO circuit, and C. C. Mosko- 
witz, Loew operator, as its arbiters, 
while Local 306 has designated Joe 
Basson, president, and Herman Gel- 
ber, recording secretary. A _ fifth 
arbitrator, from the outside, to be 
appointed under the provisions of 
the long-term contract, has not yet 
been set. The old agreement, run- 
ning two years, expired Labor Day 
(4). Operators continue meantime 
pending a settlement. 


Hammons to D.C. 


To Hasten RFC 


$400,000 Loan 


| 
| Legal hitch in Washington delayed 

the $400,000 loan from the Recon- 
| struction Finance Corp. which was 


'to start Grand National along a new | 


|financial path last week. Earle 


| Hammons, GN prez, hopped down to 
ithe capital yesterday (Tuesday) to 
|straighten out the paper details. 
| Coin, he said, is expected to be 
forthcoming later this week. 

On the RFC loan hinges to a great 
extent the future of the company. 
Without it, it is said, Felt & Co., 
Wall Street firm, will not release the 
loan of a minimum of $1,000,000, to 
which it is committed. 

If and when the GN refinancing 
is completed, it is understood that 
, the company will use the money as 
a revolving fund to aid indie pro- 
; ducers in making product for its re- 
| lease, rather than going into imme- 
| diate production on its own. 

Franklyn Warner, Fine Arts head, 
; Whose product GN has distributed 
|in the past, has been in New York 
for more than a week conferring 
with Hammons on his future rela- 
tions with the company. He has 
another pic, ‘Isle of Destiny,’ com- 
pleted, but naturally will not turn it 
|; over unless he gets assurance that 
|GN will augment its now skeleton 
| sales force and distribution system. 

Warner is said to realize that his 
only hope of getting back his invest- 


ting the concern on its feet. 
less some satisfactory arrangement 
is made, however, Warner will no 
doubt make oiher connections for 


date, costing around $150,000. 


Brown for Schlom’s 
Spot; Yates Says No 
Rep. Studio Shakeup 


Hiram Brown, upped recently to 
chief of the serial production depart- 
ment at Repvblic, may shortly be 
given another rise to associate pro- 
ducer. He would fill a vacancy 


| when Herman Schlom bowed out 
two weeks ago. 

Brown, who formerly worked at 
the Biograph studios in New York, 
was more recently with Herb Yates’ 
Consolidated Film Industries in Man- 
hattan. He was shifted to the Coast 
about three months ago. 

There will probably otherwise be 
no personnel changes, Yates, Rep 
prez, said, although production stand- 
ards will be raised to match higher 
' budgets. 


+ 


ment in five pix already delivered | 
to GN and on their shelves is to do | 
what he can to aid Hammons in get- | 
Un- | 


‘Destiny,’ his most expensive film to | 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
James Roosevelt neatly bowed out 


ARBITRATE 25% TILT ctstty ‘study’ studio conditions 


| with respect to closer coordination 
of inter-studio relationship.’ 

In a letter to Joseph M. Schenck, 
president of the Producers’ Associ- 
ation, Roosevelt stated that a two- 
weeks’ study, covering only broader 
‘phases of the problems involved, 
‘convinced him: 

1. It is a job requiring full-time 
devotion, and not part-time, by a 
person thoroughly steeped in the 
| knowledge and tradition of the in- 
dustry. 

2. Present situation in the indus- 
try, due to the war crisis, is not con- 
ducive to producers giving the time 
necessary for adequate approach to 
the various problems. 


Roosevelt said he felt assured that 
| Schenck would appreciate and un- 
| derstand the situation that motivated 
him in taking this step to relinquish 
his assignment. He said he is more 
than anxious to help, but that it 
must be recalled that he came to 
Hollywood primarily to associate 
himself with the Samuel Goldwyn 
organization and to learn the pic- 
ture business. 

He declared he had come to some 
conclusions which might serve as 
guide posts if Schenck, at some fu- 
ture time, decided to continue with 
the study. Among these are: 

1. The creation of a strong, cen- 
tralized body is necessary to decide 
jurisdiction and questions of inter- 
relationship. Such an organization 
would in no way conflict with the 
Hays office, but would confine its 
activities wholly to the problems of 
the producers in Hollywood. 
| 2. That body should, preferably, 
| be in charge of a competent person 
‘receiving sufficient remuneration. 
| Or, if Schenck prefers, a volunteer 
who can give full time to the study 
and translate it into action. 

3. Consideration should be given 
ito the revitalization of the Motion 
Picture Academy of Arts and Sci- 
/ences as a common meeting ground 
‘for all parts of the industry—actors, 
producers, writers, technicians. 
| There appears to be a lack of un- 
|derstanding at present, Roosevelt 
| stated, between these groups of the 
problems each faces and no ma- 
/chinery for the proper interchange 
‘of such information as would con- 
| tribute to some feeling of industry 
unity. 
| Roosevelt said that he conferred 
‘with board members of the various 
guilds and they were unanimously 
in favor of a revitalization of the 
Academy strictly for mutual inter- 
change of ideas and without any of 
its previous political phases. 


Robinson Okay Awaited 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Warners js awaiting arrival of 
Edward G. Robinson from New York 
to get his okay on ‘Footsteps in the 
| Dark’ script. 
| Cameras will start 
(if Robinson gives nod. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Nat Pendleton, on lot since 1933, 
| renewed by Metro. 

Columbia signed Joe Lewis as di- 
‘rector and assigned him to Irving 
| Briskin unit. 

| Writer option on Abem Finkel 
_ taken up by Warners. 

| William Pereira signed by Para- 
| mount as chief architect for new 
West Los Angeles studio. 

| Frank Perkins, arranger, handed 
;new Warner contract. 

Robert Taplinger renewed another 
| two years as Warner studio public- 
| ity director, 

Paramount boosted its option on 

Ida Lupino, 
| Priscilla Lane renewed by War- 


within month 


the rentals of the pictures of each | caused by promotion of other pro-_, ners. 
during the 1938-39 season, this mat- ! ducers on the lot to take up the slack | 


F. Scott Fitzgerald given contract 
by Samuel Goldwyn, 

Douglas Kennedy, Amherst col- 
'legian, signed by Paramount to actor 
contract. 

Philip Winter, English thesp, inked 
term deal with David O. Selznick. 

Virginia Field sealed by 20th-Fox. 

Metro renewed writer pact of Wal- 
ter Reisch. 

Virginia Weidler inked term con- 
tract at Metro. 

J. Robert Bren and Gladys Aiwaiter 
signed to Paramount writing pacts. 
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Biot Turns Down Offer to Negotiate 
For 12,000 IA Workers in Hollywood: 
Reported Wanting 15% Wage Hike 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Although late last week it was 
thought he might step in as nego- 
tiator for 12,000 members of Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees locals, William Bioff Sun- 
day night (10) turned down the re- 
quest to become their liaison officer. 
Bioff's acceptance would have 
marked his return to the film indus- 
try for the first time since he re- 
signed in 1937 as personal rep of 
George Browne, IATSE prez. 


Expressing his thanks for the 
locals’ ‘Vote of confidence,’ in a let- 
ter, Bioff’s nix of the offer was a 
point of conjecture in film circles. 
On Friday (8), Bioff indicated that 
he would assume charge of negotia- 
tions and would immediately demand 
a 15% salary increase for workers. 
Uncertainty exists whether the fact 
that other AFL locals failed to agree 
on a united front in the election, or 
whether Bioff and IA officials felt it 
was inadvisable presently for him 
to step back into the picture. 


Bioff’s action is believed to mean 
that the locals will handle their own 
negotiations, which have been pro- 
ceeding for a number of weeks. 
Chiefs in the United Studio Techni- 
cians Guild state that his refusal 
was the result of rank and file mem- 
bership objections. 

An effort is being made here to 
line up a united front of all Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor studio 
crafts for the voting of 12,000 film 
technical workers, ordered by the 
National Labor Relations Board. 
Some difficulty was experienced, 
however, when an AFL sub-commit- 
tee first demanded a guarantee from 
the IATSE that jurisdictions of other 
crafts would not be raided by the 
IA if it defeats the United Studio 
Technicians Guild in election, now 
set for Wednesday (20). 

United Studio Technicians, CIO, 
have appealed to the NLRB for equal 
rights in studio electioneering, claim- 
fing that IA biz reps have the run of 
the lots while they are being dis- 
criminated against. List of 7,500 em- 
ployees eligible to vote was posted 
in studios today (Tuesday), 

Sub-committee composed of Pat 
Somerset, of Screen Actors Guild; 
Ben Martinez, of Studio Plasterers; 
J. W. Gillette, of American Federa- 
tion of Musicians; D. T. Wayne, of 
Studio Machinists, and Joseph Cam- 
biano, of Studio Carpenters, adopted 
a resolution asking that the IATSE 
issue some official statement as to 
future jurdisdictional policies that 
could .be carried back to the rank 
and file members of the other unions. 
Committee members stated there 
was some suspicion in minds of the 
workers that the IA might decide to 
raid the other crafts if it was vic- 
torious in coming election. Meet- 
ings have been called for this week 
to iron out situation in an effort to 
have all the unions go down the line 
for the IATSE when casting of bal- 
lots starts. 


Hold Off ASC Move 
Frank Stickling, IA international 


representative, told a mass meeting 
of International Photographers Local 


659 that IATSE will not issue a char- | 
Society of 


ter to the American 
Cinematographers without consult- 
ing Local 659, and unless 659 mem- 
bership approves. No action on ASC 
charter application is expected until 
after the studio election. At that 
time charter either will be granted 


or plans worked out for a merger | 


of ASC and Local 659. 
The IATSE is preparing charges 
against between 200 and 300 mem- 


bers who are accused of having af- | 


filiated with the United Studio Tech- 
nicians Guild. Ten have already 


been expelled, including Jeff Kibre, | 


autonomy leader in Technicians 
Local 37, and Howard Robertson, 
chairman of USTG. Members are 
being charged with disloyalty to the 
IA, latter organization claiming that 
the USTG is a flying wedge launched 
by the CIO in an effort to break the 
AFL closed shop agreements in the 
studios. 

Los Angeles regional chapter of 
Radio Writers Guild of the Authors 
League of America has nixed pro- 
posal of American Federation Radio 
Writers on settlement of jurisdic- 
tional dispute between the two 
groups. The AFRA offered to take 
all radio staff writers and release all 
freelance air scripters to RWG. Lat- 


GARLAND-ROONEY SET 
TO TOP ‘GOOD NEWS’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney 
have been handed top roles in 
Metro’s ‘Good News,’ slated to go 
before the cameras shortly. 

Moppet pair are just back from 
a p.a. tour which included a joint 
two-week date with the ‘Wizard of 
Oz’ at the Capitol, N. Y. 


ACCORD 
LICENSES 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Complete accord has been reached 
in licensing of agents by Screen 
Actors Guild. Agreement provides 
issuance of licenses only to members 
of the Artists Managers Guild. 

Attorneys have completed a draft 
of contract for submission to the 
membership of both groups within 
10 days. 


MORE UNION BEEFS 
ON PAR’S ‘CITIZEN’ 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 


Two Philadelphia unions joined in 
the boycott of ‘Our Leading Citizen’ 
(Par), in line with action taken by 
labor organizations in other sections 
of the country. 

The CIO’s United Office & Profes- 
sional Workers and the Insurance 
Guild passed resolutions at meetings 
on Monday (11) urging all trade 
unionists to stay away from the pic- 
ture when it opens here. They also 
asked members to send protests to 
Warner Bros. theatres asking that 
the film be banned. 

The American Federation of 
Teachers is expected to join the fight 
at its next meeting. 


Columbus’ Boycott 
Columbus, Sept. 12, 

Local theatre managers have been 
advised by the Columbus League of 
Women Shoppers that any house 
playing ‘Our Leading Citizen’ will be 
subjected to boycotts. Group is af- 
filiated with national female organi- 
| zation interested in labor problems. 
| League contends the Bob Burns 
pix is anti-labor. Prexy of league 
asserts they have cooperation of lo- 
cal labor unions. 


Can’t Scare Mounties 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


C. B. DeMille’s ‘Northwest Mount- 
|ed Police’ for Paramount is con- 
| tinuing in the preparation stage un- 
affected by uncertainties abroad. 
| Original budget stands. 

Screenplay is now being whipped 
into shape for a start around first of 
the year, 


| ter organization insisted fii be given 
| control over all air scriveners, stat- 
ing organization would have to in- 
|clude staff writers in order to be 
| recognized by the National Labor 
‘Relations Board as a bargaining rep- 
resentative should an a,peal to the 
NLRB become necessary in nego- 
tiating agreements. 

RWG agreed to signing of contract 
between AFRA and Station KNX, 
with understanding that writers 
/would be excepted until such time 
/as amicable agreement was reached 
on writer jurisdiction. 

Walter P. Spreckels arrives here 


tional Labor Relations Board. 


Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld, 


Pioneer in De Luxe 
Presentations, Dies at 60 


Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld, who showed 
the way in the musical scoring of 
pictures long before the advent of 
sound, died Monday (10) in Los An- 
geles. He was 60. 

It was during his tenure from 
1917-25 as director of Paramount’s 
Rivoli, Rialto and Criterion theatres 
on Broadway, where he succeeded 
S. L. (Roxy) Rothafel, that Riesen- 
feld demonstrated the entertainment 
and b.o. possibilities of intelligent 
musical accompaniment to films. He 
painstakingly selected music to fit 
the film’s story and each scene, mak- 
ing the pit orchestra and ‘screen 
blend. Prior to this, musical accom- 
paniment to pictures was almost 
wholly a haphazard affair. 

Riesenfeld’s showmanship asserted 
itself also in his careful selection of 
short subjects played at his thea- 
tres. In order to hypo better pro- 
duction in this class, Riesenfeld for 
a time handed out a gold medal 
yearly to the producer of what he 
considered the season’s best briefie. 

He also was among the first of 
theatre managers to hold over a pic- 
ture. Some of the long runs he was 


identified with were ‘Covered 
Wagon,’ ‘Humoresque,’ ‘Vanishing 
American,’ ‘Siegfried, ‘Ten Com- 


mandments,’ ‘Beau Geste,’ ‘Sorrows 
of Satan’ and ‘Old Ironsides.’ He 
prepared the musical scores for all 
of them. 

Riesenfeld terminated his asso- 
ciation with the Rialto, Rivoli and 
Criterion theatres when Publix 
Theatres Corp. took over manage- 
ment of the Paramount houses in 
1925. He returned for a brief pe- 
riod in 1926, but then went over to 
the Colony theatre on Broadway for 
B. S. Moss. In 1927-28 he was gen- 
eral musical director for United 
Artists in Hollywood, Since then 
he’s been freelancing on the Coast, 
scoring independent films. 

He came to this country from 
Vienna, his first important post on 
this side being concert master at the 
Manhattan opera house, N. Y., 1907- 
11. Three years as an orchestra 
leader for Klaw & Erlanger musicals 
followed and in 1915 he became con- 
cert master and conductor for the 
Century Opera Co. A composer in 
his own right, he scored several 
classical and popular shows. One of 
the latter was ‘Betty Be Good,’ pro- 
duced in 1921 on Broadway. 

His widow and a daughter, Janet, 
dancer and author, survive 


Bobby Vernon’s Will 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Although his bequests amounted 
to $2,503, filing for probate of Bobby 
Vernon's will showed only $1,500 left 
by silent film comedian. The odd 
three dollars represented bequests 
of one dollar each to three friends. 
His mother was willed $2,500. 

Vernon’s widow was left remain- 
der of estate, leading to belief he 
may have other assets. 


Film Cos. Fight Nov. 1 Trial Date 
—OFU.S. Trust Suit, 
Too Tough; Other Exhib Complaints 


Interrogatories 


FONDA, TOPLINED FOR 
‘GRAPES,’ FORD DIRECTS. 


Hollywood, Sept. 12, 
Henry Fonda draws the lead role 
and John Ford directs 20th-Fox's 
production of ‘Grapes of Wrath. 
Spencer Tracy had been reported in 
line for the role. 


Darryl Zanuck plans camera start 
by end of September. 


‘ONE BIG 
TRIED 
SHORTLY 


Application of the ‘one big union’ 
idea may be started by the Associ- 
ated Actors & Artistes of America 


within the next couple of weeks in 
certain territories. Plan would be 
to adopt the single membership card 
for performers in all branches of 
entertainment outside of the four 
major production centers — New 
York, Chicago, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. Scheme would tempo- 
rarily limit each card to its own lo- 
cality, however. 


So far, that is virtually the only 
definite proposal advanced by the 
Four A’s leaders, who have been 
more or less considering the ‘one 
big union’ idea for the last year or 
more and have been studying the 
subject intensively since last week's 
settlement of the jurisdictional row 
with the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. 


Only other step taken by the Four 
A’s in the direction of consolida- 
tion of the various affiliates was a 
resolution passed by the board to 
speed up such action. However, as 
none of the various union heads 
have so far been able to work out 
any practical plan for unifying the 
affiliates into a central body and 
co-ordinating their activities, the 
resolution was regarded merely as a 
gesture. 

Still, the Four A’s has made a def- 
inite pledge to its members, as well 
as to its new ally, the IATSE, to 
adopt a ‘one big union’ setup, so 
something must be done soon, In 
bership is known to be overwheim- 


ingly in favor of a.single member- 
ship card and the elimination of 
duplication of dues. 


License Commissioner and Lalent 


Guilds Nix N. Y. ‘Central Casting Co,’ 


Grandiose plans for a privately- 
operated central casting office in 


missioner Paul Moss’ office to rec- 
ommend a license. 

Equity, Screen Actors Guiid and 
the American Federation of Radio 
Actors, to which applications were 
made by the promoter for endorse- 
ment, have also refused to give the 
|projected enterprise any form of 
| sanction, 
| Back of the agency, incorporated 
as the Central Casting Corporation 


New York, with talent to pay weekly being listed. 
dues and the producers the commis- | them, he is to receive from the em-| nically served, which in most in- 
sion, has been temporarily scotched | ployer a commission amounting to} Stamces was Tuesday (5). 

by refusal of an inspector from Com-|10% of their salary. 


of New York, is Don Luis Gomez, 
whose theatrical experience, so far 
as Commissioner Moss’ 
Equity were able to, ascertain, was 
in playing as an extra in eastern 
film productions at Astoria and War- 
ner Bros, in Brooklyn. 


+ 


Further attempts on the part of 
the major film companies to balk a 
preference date of Nov. 1 being 
given the Government, in its anti- 
trust action against them, were made 
yesterday (Tuesday), when all ex- 
cept United Artists filed affidavits 
requesting that no determination of 
the Government application be 
made, until there is some decision 
concerning the 68 interrogatories 
filed by the U. S. 

All majors were represented by 
John F. Caskey, who stated that 
while a date of Oct. 7 had been 
allowed the companies to answer, 
the numerous questions required a 
statistical survey of production, ex- 
hibition and distribution in every 
city in the U. S., and would require 
six months to a year to properly 
answer. 

On the behalf of his clients, 
Caskey asked that no decision on the 
preference motion be made until the 
court has ruled on the interroga- 
tories, or until some settlement as 
to time is made between the U. S. 
and the film companies. 

Columbia’s application was more 
forceful, in that it asked that, as re- 
sult of the interrogatories, the Gov- 
ernment’s motion for a preference 
be completely denied. 

Columbia claims that many of the 
questions are ‘hardly material to the 
issues involved.’ Any attempt to 
answer them, the company claims, 
will require them to engage a staif 
of accountants to examine and break 
down all of its corporate records. 
All this extensive preparation will 
interfere with an orderly prepara- 
tion for trial. 

To answer the questions would 
take at least a year, Columbia in- 
sists, and adds that they have en- 
deavored to determine which thea- 
tres are affiliated and which are not, 
without having a great deal of suc- 
cess in its own quest. Columbia 
claims that, since it never discrimi- 
nated against one type theatre or 
another, it is very difficult to go 
through its books and sort them out. 

As a last point, Columbia points 
out that answering just one of the 
Government’s questions would take 
the better part of six months, as it 
would involve 450 films in 27,000 
theatres, or 12,000,000 different situa- 
tions. 

The conclusion is a request that 
the petition for a preference be de- 
nied. 

It was learned that federal judge 
John C. Knox, in whose hands the 
application rests, is still trying to 
locate a judge to hear the case, as 
those cl&&e to him report he feels 
that the Government request for an 
early trial is justified. 


Williams OK’s Oct. 7 
Washington, Sept. 12 

More time has been allowed major 
film companies required to reply to 
68 comprehensive Government in- 
terrogatories, raising the prospect of 
further delay in bringing the prin- 
cipal anti-trust suit to trial. 

After conferences with counsel for 
the defendants, Paul Williams, head 
of the Justice Department battery, 
said answers will not be due until 


ter to Equity, proposes that each of | 
its members pay him 25c a week for 
On all jobs he gets 


He asked the endorsement of the} 
various performer unions, including | 
the right to use their names as spon- | 
sors. In turn they would name a| 
representative to the CCC’s ‘ad-! 
visory committee.’ He told Variety | 
he had received the endorsement of 
the talent unions and said Moss 
would ‘issue a license shortly’ for 
the agency. 

Paul Dullzell, exec secretary of 
Equity, wrote to Gomez that ‘on ad- 


| vice of the legal department, the or- 
office and 
Central Casting Corp.’ 
|Mrs. Emily Holt, exec secretary of | its side of the arguments in the cace 
the American Federation of Radio| against Balaban & Katz and seven 


ganization declines to endorse the | 
Office of | 


Actors, said, ‘We've heard about, 


‘around Oct. 7.’ General understand- 


ing was that the victims will have 30 


days from the time they were tech- 


Mass of clerical work involved in 
compiling the data sought by the 
prosecutors was realized by the D.J., 
whose sleuths worked two years to 
get data which would justify the bill 
of complaint. But the Department 
is not willing, official sources inti- 
mated, to let the defendants use the 
latest demand as an excuse for stall- 
ing. Opening of hostilities’ before 
the end of the year remains the Gov- 
ernment’s objective. 


U. S. Ends B&K Arguments 
Chicago, Sept. 12 
Government last week wound up 


major film distributors on alleged 


CCC’s stationery declares that the Gomez, but have absolutely given| contempt of the consent decree en- 


agency will provide talent for legit, | him no endorsement.’ 


Screen 


tered against the defendants in 1932. 


|sereen, radio, vaude or any other tors Guild was likewise definite in| Three main witnesses were brought 


form of amusement enterprise. 
{ 


i/small suite of offices is now occu- | 


succeeds Dr. Towne Nylander, who | the building at 1650 Broadway. 
Gomez's plan, as submitted ina let- | Commissioner Moss. 


resigned July 18. 


this week to assume duties as Los | pied by the organization, but a sign Commissioner's office declared. 
‘Angeles regional director for Na-'on the door announces that it will | may have a public hearing on his 
He {shortly take over a whole floor of | application. 
within a week to 30 days before! 


If Gomez desires, the N. Y. License | 
he | 


That will take place | 


A asserting it had given no approval.| to the stand for the finale on the 


plaintiff's side. Member of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
read off some figures and tabulations 
of several negotiations; a member of 
the Board of Education, which 
(Continued on page 14) 
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Product Shortage in Aussie, Result 


Of War, May Scrap U.S. Film Curb 


Probable shortage of picture prod- 4° Op 
uct in Australia because of the Euro- British Troupe to en 
Wales government regulation re- Canada Tour in Montreal 
quiring local exhibs to show at least 
15% British pictures, Thus, the 25% 
would be inoperative, according to Maurice Colborne- Barry Jones 
Dan Carroll, Australian exhibitor! company will arrive from London to 
and circuit operator, who was in| begin a coast-to-coast tour in Canada 
Sydney. He sails today (Wednesday)! js coming across. 
for Australia from Los Angeles. Among those in the company are 

Admitting there would be a dislo- the Countess Poulett, wife of the 
business fdr a time because of the : of 
struggle in Euxope, Carroll indicated known as Oriel Ross. 
there would be an uptrend in dis- 
tures for Anzac distribution and a 
product shortage. 

Reports received by Carroll from PL ANS STILL 
cinemas Down Under had not suf- 
fered since war was declared. Eco- 
nomic stability was assured during UP IN AIR 


pean war may exit the New South 

rejection against American films Montreal, Sept. 12. 
New York last week on his way to) for five months this fall. Cast of 36 
cation of distribution and theatre eighth Earl of Poulett, professionally 
tribution for U. S. companies in Aus- 

tralia eventually. He envisioned the ' 

virtual elimination of British pic- 

Australia showed that attendance in 

the period of war, in his opinion. 

‘The British government has bought 


for the duration of the war all pri- 
mary products of Australia and New 


Morros Awaits Okay 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Boris Morros will do a story based 
on current European war as his sec- 
ond picture for RKO if George J. 
Schaefer gives the nod to the idea 
upon his arrival here this week. 

Morros already has film connec- 
tions in France gathering back- 
ground footage for him. 


| 
| 


Wales Election 
Enhances Prospects 
Of American Distribs 


.ey, Sept. 12. 


Defeat of uv. .'. ang, leader of the 
labor party in New South Wales for 
years, by W. McKell, in the state 
government election late last week, 
is regarded as highly important to 
the film business. McKell led an 
opposition labor group in Parlia- 
ment, while Lang was widely known 
as opposing American distributors 
in this country. 

Election also picked F. Mair as 
premier, supplanting B. B. S. Siev- 
ens, resigned. 

No additional picture legislation is 
in the offing, it was stated following 
the election. 


Zealand,’ he said. This, he believes, 
assures the dominions an economic 
upbeat. 

Carroll was in London until a short 
time before war was declared, ar- 


London, Sept. 12. 

West End stage and cinema re- 
openings are still doubtful, while 20 
provincial vaude spots have been re- 
riving in N. Y. last week. opened, ‘The Little Dog Laughed,’ 
‘Crazy’ gang show, which opened 

recently at the Hippodrome, Brigh- 

ton, London suburb, has returned 

there for a protracted run prepara- 

tory to its now doubtful London run 


at the Palladium. Most of cast stays 
intact, including the Americans, some 
LONDON PROD. of whom have decided not to sail for 


home. 


plan to reopen are the Hippodrome 
London, Sept. 12. | and Golder’s Green, for which four 
Warners and Metro have closed | West End shows are negotiating. 
down production here. Reo 
penings are predicated on sa 
Also, 20th-Fox is reported trying ‘ary adjustments to conform to cur- 
to get out of its production contract | rent conditions. 
with Gainsborough. Meeting of vaudeville moguls here 


WAR IS ALL SHERMAN ste! 


Anti-War Feeling 


Continued from page 1 


treatment of war in fictional form in 
an ordinary feature. 

Likely for reissue is RKO’s ‘Wom- 
an I Love’ (Miriam Hopkins and 
Paul Muni), originally released in 
April, 1937. Muni plays French 
World War ace. RKO also is consid- 
ering ‘Lost Squadron’ for reissue. 

U Net Sure of Duo 


Universal during the past week 


The only London stage spots that oe screened ‘All Quiet on the West- 


ern Front’ and its sequel, ‘Road 
Back.’ Because the German soldier 
and average German citizen is treat- 
ed sympathetically in the film, there 
is some question as to what the re- 
sponse would be, in view of current 
feeling against all things pertaining 
te the Reich. 

Columbia recently turned out 
‘Clouds Over Europe,’ which will 
definitely not be reissued, partially 
because it was released only a short 
time ago and partially because it did 
tepid business. Col will, however, 
on Sept. 30 release a new war film 
which is believed to be particularly 
well-timed, ‘U-Boat 29.’ 

United Artists has, under consid- 
eration ‘Things to Come,’ with Ray- 
mond Massey, which originally un- 
reeled in April, 1936. If the war 
fever is decided a good bet to cap- 
italize on, this is expected to be a 
particularly strong release because 
of the added stature Massey has 
gained in the legit production of 
‘Abe Lincoln.’ 

Monogram has resurrected ‘Navy 


| 


tracts and to play booked acts on 
the World War. 
Preponderance of war news in the |the matter under advisement. 

etudio press agentry. Mags also are | 

clamped tight against film plurbs, CANADA INTO THE WAR 

pending releases. They have de- 

smack of the war and its effects in| Detroit amusement spots, particu- 

cided disinterest in film news and has declared -war on Germany, in 

the tint of Mars. It’s mostly a mat-! jn 1914, when all borders were 

tines of cracking through are as out- | Jeave Canada and return. Whether | 
and unnecessary excursions into the | 
Detroit for work, it’s a matter of | 


proposition to cancel all existing con- 
90.150% of the gross. This is the same 
SAID ON STUDIO P.A.’S arrangement employed here during 
Confab was attended by Variety 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. | artists Federation officials, who have 
dailies has shut off the most lucra- | 
tive avenue of plugs and plants by | 
and picture wecklies, heretofore a 
soft touch for double-trucks on im-| A BLOW FOR DETROIT 
clared what amounts to a virtual em- 
bargo against anything that doesn’t Detroit, Sevt. 12. 
this country. larly theatres and niteries, figure to 
Wire services have shown a de-| take it in the neck now that Canada 
flacks making the best progress are} support of the mother country. It’s 
those who color their releases with | likely that Canada will do as she did 
ter of ingenuity in sneaking in the |closed and special permits were | 
back door and the old standby rou-| issued to persons actually needing to | 
moded as some of the field pieces | these permits will allow frequent, | 
used in the last war. 
U. S., is another matter. | 
. | While it undoubtedly will be okay 
Mrs. Von Stroheim West, | for Canadian citizens to cross into 
Filmer Offers to Enlist conjecture if authorities will permit 
| frequent trips into Detroit to attend | 


theatres or nite clubs. Detroi 
_Mrs. Eric von Stroheim, who ar-| amusement spots weekly get droves | 
rived in New York from France last | of Canadians who cross the river for | 
week, has gone to Hollywood, where | a flicker or a sip. Curtailing of this | 
she'll remain for the duration of the! biz in any degree will mean consid- | 
European war. | erable in takes of Detroit spots. 
Her husband stayed in France, but! Furthermore, the current discount 
his plans are uncertain. Although | rate put on Canadian money, be- | 


he’s an American citizen, he volun-| cause of the din in British pound | 
needed ‘yet.’ For the present, he'll for entertainment. Discount rate | 
——_——————————— point of view, so most of ’em will 
Montreal Unit, Red 
| Discount rate’s fluctuations neces- 
Montreal Repertory Theatre has | duct when Canadian dough is pre- 
erate as a unit of that organization | 
schedule and all profits will be | Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
benefit productions. Unit playing for Oct. 8 release. 


army, but was told he was not! getting Canadians to cross the river | 
activities. | hard to take from the Canadian 
| Windsor and get equal return. 
Montreal, Sept. 12. | posted hourly on how much to de- 
Canadian Red Cross and will op-| 
MRT will proceed with regular | Another ‘Beast’ Pic 
also plans to organize concerts and ler—Beast of Berlin’ into production 


| Secrets,’ a spy story, but isn’t giving 


it much consideration. Metro, Par, 
Fox and Republic either have noth- 


|ing suitable or won't reissue any- 


thing. 
‘AH Quiet’ Clicks 
Spokane, Sept. 12. 


H. D. McBride revived ‘All Quiet | 


on the Western Front’ quick, and did 
better than average business. 


Canada Nixes ‘All Quiet’ 
But Okays ‘Nazi Spy’ 


Winnipeg, Sept. 12. 
Two war pictures have been 
yanked by the Dominion government 
and booked for an indefinite run in 
the government film vauits. The two 
are ‘All Quiet on the Western 


Front’ and ‘Lest We Forget.’ Expla- 


nation given by local officials is that | 


both are anti-war pictures and hence 
must not be shown at this time. Also 
stated celluloid will stay in the can 
until the end ci the present conflict 
in Europe. 

Both pictures were due to open, 
on the reissue basis, at North Main 
street houses this week, ‘All Quiet’ 
at the Colonial and ‘Forget’ at the 
| Oak. Substitutions were made at the 
last minute, with all advertising copy 
destroyed, when the ban was put 
into effect. 

On the other hand, ‘Confessions of 
a Nazi Spy’ has been re-booked 
pronto, and wiih official government 
blessing looks set for an extended 
run at many points in the province, 


teered for service in the French) valuation, is another drawback in| 
try to carry on his film producing | has been fluctuating from 5-15%, 
| undoubtedly spend their shekkels in 
Cross in War Tieup .! 
| Sitates the b.o. gals here being kept 
become officially affiliated with the | sented at wicket. 
for the duration of the war. 
turned over to the Red Cross. Outfit Producers Pictures is rushing ‘Hit- 
and subscribing members will do, During World War, a similar film. 


This reissue opens first at the nabe 
| Uptown, with manager Leno Turaldo 


rim American Labs to Do All Foreign 
Market Printing; See Big Increase 


France Requisitions 
Joinville Film Studies 


Paris, Sept. 12. 
Motion picture studios at Joinville 
used by Paramount been 
requisitioned by the government. 


action, but several are advanced un- 
Officially. 

One is that France wanis the 
studio for its own propaganda pic- 
tures, 


WOULD SCRAP 
BRIT. QUOTA 
DURING WAR 


London, Sept. 12. 


The British Film Producing As- 
sociation is discussing the feasibility 


'}of scrapping the quota during the 


war. 
British producers, led by Maurice 
Ostrer, are opposing the move and 
have called a meeting of the associa- 
tion, backed by George Elvin, rep- 
resenting the studio technicians, to 


Trade. 


| don also went to the government, 
|pointing out that there is a quota 
[law on the books and saying that 
| they were prepared to live up to it 


jas far as was physically possible. 


| But the way it is now worded, the, 
|call to colors of a number of studio | 


technicians, writers and players 

would jam its operation. Only a 
| negligibly small percentage of work- 
/men on a picture are Americans, 
| under the wording of the quota. 


EXCHANGE RATE BAR TO 
PIX PICKUP IN MEXICO 


Hollywood, Sepi. 12. 


Cash registers will have io jingle | 


| oftener and louder in Mexico to off- 
|set lowering rate of exchange, now 
standing around six to one, declared 


'S. L. Seidelman, general manager of | 
United Artists in Mexico and Cen- | 


tral America, here on a visit. 
Mexico is building more theatres, 


Seidelman, although general busi- | 


ness siluation is good, they will not 
open until the exchange rate is bet- 
tered. Equipment from the United 
| States is almost prohibitive in cost 
under present conditions. Peso, re- 
| garded normal at $3.60 to the Ameri- 
,can dollar, is now six to one. 


NO GAG NOW 
Gag-Writer Remembers He's 


Canadian; Conscripted 


According to reports from London. 


| Eddie Forman, gag-writer last with | 


ithe Warner Bros. Vitaphone siudios 
{in Brooklyn under Sam Sax, has 
| been conscripted for the British 
| army. 

Forman was an American citizen 
; up until he left the U. S. for Eng- 
|land a couple of months ago. When 
Sax was assigned to head WB pro- 
duction at Teddingham, Forman 
_also tried to connect over there, but 
| couldn’t get a labor permit. Re- 
| membering that he had been born 
|in Canada, though his parents be- 
|came U. S. citizens while he was 
still a child, Forman went to Canada 
and applied for citizenship there. 
| This gave him entree into England. 
| But he didn't expect at that time 
iit would also give him immediate 
| eniree into a war. 


| Cooper’s ‘Blackout’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Jo Swerling has been assigned by 
Samuel Goldwyn to script ‘Blackout 
Over Europe’ for Gary Cooper. 
Film will deal with air raids in 


regular Red Cross work as_ well, |*Kaiser—Beast of Berlin,’ was put out | busting the budget to plug the event | present war, and is set to follow 
‘ throughout the city. 


Operating from MRT headquarters. by Warners. 


‘Raffles.’ 


No explanation was given for the | 


lodge a protest with the Board of | 


. e 
American company heads in Lon-, 


some seating up to 5,000, but, savs | 


Hollywood, Sept. 12, 

Prints of film productions for Eng 
land and the entire world market 
, Will be made in America in the fue 
ture. With the lack of manpower in 
|England currently, film laboratories 
| there are unable to cope with the 
output demand, and the film come 
panies will undoubtedly undertake 
‘the task of print making in Hollye 
wood and New York laboratories, 
| Currently the major companies make 
‘their domestic prints in both New 
| York and Hollywood, and have been 
sending over dupes or foreign negas 
,tives for the European market te 
_English laboratories. 
| With foreign requirements to be 
‘taken care of in American laborae 
ltories, it is likely that the present 
| output of these labs, handling black 
‘and white prints, will increase 50 to 
/75°, which will necessitate a large 
increase in the number of workers. 

Technicolor, which has been doing 
.all of its process-printing for the ene 
| tire European market in London dure 
| ing the past two years, in the labs of 
‘its London subsid, may shift the work 
|to the Hollywood plant. Latter no 
| doubt would have to be enlarged to 
‘handle any quantity of European 
production, as these prints require a 
very high standard of efficiency in 
| handling by lab workers, and speede 
|ing is an element that cannot be ace 
‘complished in this work. Presently, 
Tech plans to continue work in Lon- 
don, but should manpower shortage 
| gceur, it could do nothing else but 
' work in Hollywood, 

The Hollywood plant is running 
close to capacity this year, turning 
out cartoon and feature prints for the 
| domestic market. It is likely that in 
i taking over the foreign supply Teche 
‘nicolor will revise its schedule fof 
feature work that has been set for 
production during the next few 
menths, 

It is also likely, until Technicolor 
can get operating at full capacity in 
handling domestic and foreign prints, 
that studios, which in the near future 
had planned color pictures, may de@e 
cide for practical purposes to make 
these features in black and white, 
| Pictures now completed, some of 
,which already are released in the 
American market requiring Technf+ 
color prints abroad, are ‘Wizard of 
Oz, ‘Gone With the Wind’ ‘Hollye 
wood Cavalcade’ and ‘Private Lives 
of Elizabeth and Essex.’ 

Those now in production that use 
the Technicolor process are ‘Dr, Cys 
clops’ (Par), ‘Drums Along the Moe 
hawk’ (20th), ‘Gulliver's Travels’ 
(Par-Fleischer), ‘Northwest Passage’ 
(M-G), ‘Typhoon’ and ‘Untamed’ 
(both Par). Pictures now in prepas 
ration set to be done in Technicolor 
are ‘Royal Canadian Mounted’ (Par), 
\‘It's a Date’ (U), ‘Swanee River’ and 
‘Bluebird’ (both 20th), and ‘Pinoe- 
chio’ (Disney-RKO). 

American film companies generally 
have issued instructions that all film 
shipments to Great Britain and 
France are to go on U. S. boats in 
the future. Uncertainty of sailing 
dates on other lines and danger to 
ships of belligerent nations prompted 
the action. 


U. S. Equipment, Raw 
Film Stock Dented 


American equipment companies, 
those supplying both studios and 
theatres abroad, as well as makers 
of raw film stock, are among those 
seriously threatened by the foreign 
conflict. The business of these in- 
terests in countries throughout the 
world, including neutrals, runs into 
millions annually. 

In addition to doubt as to whether 
American equipment and film con- 
cerns can continue to supply the 
hostile nations, it is a grave ques- 
tion as to how much business and 
revenue will be curtailed in coun- 
tries that can be serviced, Produce 
tion abroad stands to be curtailed, 
reducing the requirements of raw 
film, while so far as theatres are 
‘concerned, even if operating, the 
tendency to replace equipment and 
provide maintenance such as before 
is expected to immediately result. 
Difficulties in effecting shipments is 
‘also another problem for all of the 
‘film business. 

The vast majority of the foreign 
theatres, even in far-off lands, are 
-equipped either with Western Elec- 
(ERPI) or equipment. 
-Eestman does the largest business 
‘abroad in raw film. 


| 
| 
= 
| 
| 
- 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
} | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f 
| 
j | | | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
3 
43 
| 
| 


*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 


8 St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 7 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5012 


FOREIGN FILM 


Canada Looks for Immediate Spurt 
In Amusements; Also Thinks War 


Films Will Be Least in Demand 


Toronto, Sept. 12. 
That short-lived chaotic uncertain- 


ty which, a few days ago, cast dark | 


shadows on the prospects of the mo- 
tion-picture industry in Canada, has 
been clarified by the actual declara- 
tion of war. 


scene, now knows where it stands. 

Trans-Canada jitters, 
by the nerve-shattering uncertainty, 
saw theatre attendance mercilessly 
slugged at least 25% across the Do- 
minion during those anxious days 

receding the declaration; this has 
aon currently lessened to 10° and 
the drop-off is being steadily de- 
creased, 

Supporting that assertion is the 
factual evidence that, with Toronto 
as an illustration, the Boyer-Dunne 
‘Tomorrow’ and the latest in the 
‘Hardy’ series are definitely sched- 


uled holdovers here and that Shea’s | 


vaude is doing record business. Both 
pictures had been very disappoint- 
ing during opening days. 
Comprehensive survey of the 
Canadian film scene shows that the 
actual machinery of distribution has 
not been affected; that British and 
French-made pictures will be more 
than ever curtailed; that censorship 
has been imposed; propaganda films 
will be made in this country for do- 
mestic consumption; the box office 
will probably soar; newsreels are 
more than ever a definite drawing 
gard. 
War spirits, of course, are revived 
nd the fortuitous release of ‘Nurse 
avell’ (RKO) will 
ave up b.o. revenue. N. L. Nathan- 
gon, president of Famous Players- 
Canadian, however, is of the opin- 
fon that the Canadian public will 
want to forget tragedies and that— 
for what the tipoff may mean to Hol- 
ywood—films in cheerful theme will 
e in demand in Canada’s market. 
Peculiar to the Dominion is the 


problem of British and French-made | 
With regard to the latter, | 


pictures. 
approximately one-third of Canada’s 
is 
eavy percentage of this country’s 
film-fans are of United Kingdom 
Origin. This looks like 
grinds. 
Dearth of Native Films 
Long taking care of the film de- 


mands of Canada’s one-third French- | 


speaking population has been France 
Films. More than a hundred houses 
in Canada exhibit French film prod- 
uct exclusively. That expected cur- 
tailment of French film production 


also applies to made-in-Britain films | 
which have a strong following in | 
Here for the premicre of | 


Canada. 
‘Nurse Cavell,’ Herbert Wilcox, its 
roducer, announced that all British 
Im studios had been built with the 
possibility that such studios could be 
immediately converted into ammuni- 
tion-manufacturing plants. 
Comptroller Tom Bragg o: F.P.- 
rg recalls that, during the 
rst World War, film business fell off 
drastically at the start of hostilities, 
steadily increased until, at the zenith 
of hostilities, film b.o. revenue in 


Canada was higher ‘than it had ever | 


been before. 

Colonel Jogn A. Cooper, g.m. 
Motion Picture Distributors & Ex- 
hibitors of Canada, believes that film 
business in the Dominion will be 
back to normal in a month. Mili- 
tary-minded, he points out entertain- 
ment revenue in war-time always 
tops that in times of peace. That 
oes for soldier-camp concentrations 
and the civilian numbers who turn 
to picture entertainment as relief 
from their anxieties. 

There is still uncertainty, however, 
as pointed out by J. J. Fitzgibbon, 
director of theatre operations for 
FP-Canadian. One problem to be 


faced by theatre managers is the 
present top competition of radio. 
That is a problem to be individually 
s0lved in theatre advertising. 
Newsreel censorship has already 
been imposed but, to date, this has 
not been severe. With the surcease 


The film industry, an | 
integral unit in this Dominion’s life | 


intensified | 


undoubtedly | 


French-speaking; a 


repeat | 


of film production in the United 
Kingdom, there is a strong possibility 
that propaganda films will be pro- 
duced in Canada. The technical 
| equipment is here but no plans have 
‘been definitely evolved. 


Emergency Lighting 
Toronto, Sept. 12. 

In view of war tenseness, plus pos- 
sible panic arising from failure of 
standard lighting facilities, immedi- 
ate installation of emergency light- 
ing systems in all film houses has 

been ordered by Chief Censor Silver- 
_ thorne. Installation deadline is 
| Sept. 30. 

| Threatened panic in two houses 
' when, during showing of war news- 
| reels, lights failed, is responsible for 
'the new order. Chief Inspector of 
Theatres W. D. McPhee will have 
' to be satisfied that all installations 
are satisfactory. 

Blanket instructions released to all 
theatres is that it is of utmost im- 
portance that an emergency light- 
ing system is immediately installed, 
this to illuminate entire audi- 
torium, balconies, stairways, exit 
passages, and projection room. Rec- 
ommendation is that a storage bat- 
tery system be adopted and that the 
emergency system be tested daily. 
Responsibility for proper working 
order will be added to duties of pro- 
jectionists. Failure to comply with 
the order wé#l bring drastic action, 

this not yet defined. 


Remodeling Cancelled 
Regina, Sask., Sept. 12. 

War situation has caused cancella- 
tion of remodeling plans on two 
Famous Players- Canadian Corp. 
houses here, Grand and Metropoli- 
| tan. Expected to hit plans of other 
‘ showhouses in province though at- 
tendance picking up again as people 
| settle down to thought of war after 
' initial spasm last week. 
Staffs hit by recruiting. 


Canada’s Film Selling 


Depends on War Policy 


Montreal, Sept. 12. 
Understanding is that further sell- 
ing of new season’s product will de- 
| pend largely on extent that Canada 
‘will participate in the war. Should 
manpower be withdrawn or in- 
‘creased costs render lowgrade gold 
{ore mining unprofitable, picture 
‘houses in northern mining districts 
would eventually operate on a re- 
stricted basis only. Should participa- 
tion in the war be limited to fur- 
| nishing trained flyers, planes, ammu- 
nition and food, as proposed by 
Prime Minister King, 

| ti. at exhibs will continue as usual. 
Exhibs in the large mining areas 


in northern Ontario and northern | 


| Quebec depend entirely on the turn 


which gold-mining will take. With | 


American dollar currently at a pre- 
| mium the U. S. rate of $35 per ounce 
|for gold translates itself into $38 an 
|ounce, Canadian funds. Whether the 
| $3 increase will offset higher cost of 
| materials needed in blasting mines, 
land bigger payroll remains to be 
seen. 
| Any reduction in proposed film 
output may result in considerable 
switching to single feature policy. At 
same time, chances for comeback of 
live talent to support pictures are 
being considered locally. Inquiries 
for stage bands and vaude turns are 
already being received by Montreal 
Federation of Musicians. 

Since Labor Day weekend, esti- 
mates are that picture house grosses 
both here and throughout Canada 
are approximately 25° lower than 
for same period last year due to in- 
terest in war developments which 
kcpt customers home listening to 
radio talks on international situa- 
tion. 

First runs, which normally experi- 
e 2 big rush of returning vacation- 
ists. were dented approximately 
$10,000 last week, 
same period for previous year. 


chances are | 


compared with | 


Sales Chiefs of Yank Cos. 
Not Inclined to Forecast 
Effect of the Conflict on 
Market Abroad 


‘BIGGEST PROBLEM’ 


By MIKE WEAR 


Foreign sales chiefs of the major 
film companies, interviewed this 
week in New York on the probable 
effect the European war will have 
on foreign distribution, were not in- 
clined to do much prognostication. 
Several felt that it was too early 
to ascertain just how much disloca- 
tion in the foreign setup would re- 
sult from Great Britain and France 
being at war with Germany. Gen- 
eral feeling was that it was too 
early to really know, but that all 
were going to watch expenses as 
much as feasible. 


Most of them conceded that 
economy and elimination of so- 
called waste were necessary in han- 
dling big-coin studio employes. 

Joe Hummel, general foreign sales 
manager for Warners, said that rev- 
enue would be affected to a certain 
extent in England and France but 
‘we are not in a position to know 
today just how much.’ 


Hummel claimed that drastic re- 
ductions would be premature. He 
indicated that business in the U.S. 
and neutral countries would im- 
prove. He was dubious about how 
it would hold up in Australia. [Lat- 
ter reports an upbeat currently.] 


John W. Hicks, Jr., v.p. in charge 
of Paramounts foreign distribution, 
observed: ‘This is the biggest prob- 
lem the film industry has ever faced. 
And it is going to take the very 
best in American enterprise and in- 
genuity to work it out. We will 
have to be alert to every phase of 
action, meeting each new problem 
as it arises with the resources that 
we have at hand. More than this 
is impossible of prognostication at 
the present time.’ 

M. A. Spring, assistant to Arthur 
Loew, head of Metro’s foreign es- 
tablishment, now on the Coast, did 
not feel that France and England 
are lost as markets to American pic- 
ture companies. He envisioned no 
curtailment of production, but a 
policy of watching the pennies more 
closely. There is necessity for en- 
tertainment even in war days, ac- 
cording to Spring, and this might 
help. 

While it is still problematical as 
to just what extent the foreign mar- 
ket will be damaged by the war, 
J. A. McConville, head of Columbia 
Pictures’ foreign department, con- 
ceded that warfare must hit the 
markets in Britain and France, and 
restrict revenue. Although it is hard 
to tell just yet, McConville believed 
| business would be very good in neu- 
| tral countries unless film shipments 

were hampered. 

UA Optimistic 
Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists’ 


|houses are available 
|End. Kelly said that U. A. produc- 


| vice-president in charge of foreign | 
| distribution, was inclined to take a 
|fairly optimistic view of the situ- | 
jation. Kelly, who was in Great 
Britain during part of the last world | 
war, believed that after the popu-| 
lace became adjusted to the changed , 
conditions resulting from the con-; 
flict, business might be more normal | 
than subnormal. Only upset to such | 
calculations would be complete bom- | 
bardment of all key cities in Great 
Britain, which he considered un- 
likely. 

‘Our schedule of releases is going | 
ahead as usual,’ he said. ‘We are 
not holding up our biggest pictures 
for general release in Great Britain, 
but will go ahead on scheduled dates 
for ‘Wuthering Heights,’ ‘Capt. Fury,’ 
‘Four Feathers,’ ‘Stage Coach,’ ‘Iron 
Mask’ and ‘They Shall Have Music,’ 
all of which have only had first 
showing dates thus far.’ 


Pictures on general release go into 
‘the Greater London area first, with 


chief, just back from the Coast, 
offered no comment yesterday 
| (Tues. ). 


WAR (British Approve Certain Theatres 


Qpen Til 10 French ‘Anxious’ 
To Reopen Also, 8:30-0 P.M. Curfew 


v 


SAM MORRIS DUE IN N.Y. 


WB V. P. Sails From S. America 
After Heart Attack 


Sam E. Morris, Warner Bros. v.p. 
in charge of foreign affairs, who suf- 
fered a heart attack recently on his 
South American trip, is due back in 
New York, Sept. 18, accompanied by 
his wife. 

Morris had intended going to 
Buenos Aires to continue his inspec- 
tion tour when taken ill. 


AUSTRALIAN PIC 
POOL SPEEDED 
WAR 


Hoyts-Greater Union _ pooling 
agreement in Australia this week 
was authoritatively reported on the 
way to final approval. Threat of 


product shortage created by the Eu- 
ropean war is likely to assure early 
completion of the pact. It had been 
indicated that the arrangement, 
whereby General Theatres would be 
revived as an active corporation for 
booking product on both picture cir- 
cuits, would not become operative 
until Jan. 1, 


Dan Michalove, National Theatres 
official, and Charles Munro, head of 
Hoyts, sail today (Wednesday) for 
Sydney. On their arrival there, it’s 
expected that details of the final 
agreement will be worked out. 
Munro signed the pool arrangement 
in New York, subject to the ap- 
proval of Hoyts’ directors. Norman 
B. Rydge, chairman of Greater 
Union, also signed for his circuit, 
with directors left to approve sub- 
sequently, 

Setting of product in theatres of 
both circuits has been tentatively 
worked out, it was reported this 
week in N.Y. Pooling agreement is 
expected to give Greater Union an 
even break with Hoyts on American 
product in Aussie territory. Former 
long contended that Hoyts was being 
given a bigger break on U.S. fea- 
tures to the disadvantage of Greater 
Union, 


40-50 prints needed, he said. Pre- 
releases will be held up because no 
in the West 


ing plans are going ahead as sched- 
uled and that next year would tell 
the story regarding additional Brit- 
ish producing and also whether 
there would have to be a realign- 
ment on releasing setup in that} 
country. 

Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal’s | 
vice-president in charge of foreign 
affairs, said that the outlook on dis- 
tribution in France and England was 
better than it was a week ago. He 
said there would be no curtailment 
on the part of Universal and that no 
cuts were contemplated. Seidelman 
also indicated that the foreign situ- 
ation is not half so bad as reported. 
He repeated what he had said ear- 
lier in the day at a luncheon Uni- 
versal gave the trade press; that 
‘care should be exercised in what 
was said about the foreign market.’ 


Ben Cammack, assistant export 
manager at RKO, declined to com- 
ment on the foreign situation as it 
effects his company, preferring to 
await the arrival of Phil Reisman, 
foreign chief, due next Monday (18) 
from South America. 

W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox foreign 


London, Sept. 1%. 
Government met Friday (8) and 
decided to reopen picture theatres 


Starting Saturday (9) in certain 
neutral areas. They would close 
at 10 p.m. 


Vaudeville and legit theatres are 
due to follow. 


Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s general 
manager for Great Britain, sur- 
veying the cinema setup on the Brit- 
ish Isles, estimates that about 60% 
of theatres of country will reopen 
shortly, if local authorities approve. 
He painted a rather optimistic pic- 
ture of the situation although ad- 
mitting that the early clampdown 
was severe. Pointed out that these 
houses include some in larger cities, 
excepting possibly London. 


Eckman also cited that the Irish 
Free State and Northern Ireland op- 
erations have been uninterrupted 
since war was declared. 


20 Operating 
Paris, Sept. 12. 


With only a few theatres open, the 
government has announced it’s 
‘anxious’ to reopen as many cinemas 
as possible. It has already canvassed 
theatre operators in an effort to or- 
ganize resumption, There are pres- 
ently about 20 first-run houses op- 
erating, all, however, showing old 
films. They’re permitted to remain 
open only until 8:30 p.m., although 
the government has promised to ex- 
tend the closing time to 10 p.m. 


Stage show theatres are all closed, 
with only a few niteries open, and 
then only until 10 p.m. Radio pro- 
grams consist exclusively of news 
bulletins, pep talks and concerts. 


Up until late last week about 40% 
of theatres in France were shuttered, 
but outside of Paris, they were the- 
atres mostly in smaller communities. 
Distributors here anticipate speedy 
effort to reopen others. 

Holland, Scandinavian and Baltic 
nations have reported to American 
distribs here that business is con- 
tinuing satisfactory, being ahead of 
normal expectations in many spots. 
Biz in Spain, Hungary and Bul- 
garia is reported normal. 


Australia Booming 
Sydney, Sept. 12. 

All Australian theatres are re- 
maining open despite outbreak of 
war in Europe. Managements claim 
business is above normal for Amer- 

ican and British attractions. 
Populace is remaining calm, now 
seeking relaxation in theatres. Radio 
is also credited with playing a big 
part in maintaining calmness. Re- 
cent instance of the way the picture 
theatre boxoffice has held up is 
‘Jamaica Inn.’ Opened last week 
and business is rated biggest of any 
ordinary week in last two years for 

the Prince Edward theatre. 


OBERON-RICHARDSON'S 


PROPAGANDA PICTURE 


London, Sept. 12. 

The first of a series of propaganda 
films, showing Britain fully pre- 
pared, and starring Merle Oberon 
and Ralph Richardson, has been put 
to work at Denham. Although no 
details other than the release of the 
stars’ names have been announced, 
Alexander Korda, through his ap- 
pointment last week by the British 
government as producer of govern- 
ment propaganda films, is believed to 
be making the picture. 

It’s understood Miss Oberon will 
appear in the picture as a Red Cross 
nurse and Richardson as a British 
flying officer. 

Irving Asher starts shooting film 
based on a story of the Royal Air 
Force. 

Government is sponsoring. 
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U.S. Troops Move On 
Bevhills to Give Pic 
Preem Military Touch 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Uncle Sam dispatched a company 
of anti-aircraft artillerymen to Bev- 
erly Hills last night (Mon.), but the 
only planes cruising aloft were regu- 
Jar passenger ships. Sirens didn’t 
scream but sweeping the skies were 
high powered sun ares. And they 
weren't searching for enemy craft. 

It was Hollywood’s way of giving 
a picture premiere a military touch, 
to match the mood of the moment. 
Sam Goldwyn’s press aides con- 
ceived the idea and passed along the 
thought to James Roosevelt and Fred 
Storm, Goldwyn’s press head and 
recent Washington correspondent. 
Both have Washington connections, 
and the resultant process of having 
action suited to the word was not 
slow. 

The picture that stirred up all this 
military ballyhoo was ‘The Real 
Glory,’ which has something to do 
with war. It was at WB’s Beverly. 

Not to be completely outdone, Me- 
tro is bringing 25 officers of the 
Naval Reserve to attend premiere of 
‘Thunder Afloat.’ 


STAR QUIZ CONTEST 
BY HOYTS IN AUSSIE 


Sydney, Aug. 17. 


September will usher in a major 
biz drive by Hoyts in the nabes. 
Drive, under control of John Glass 
and Herb Hayward, will run four 
weeks, It’s titled, ‘Star Quiz,’ with 
prizes totalling up to $1,000. 

Series of four colored rotogravure 
postcards of pic stars suitable for 
framing, thus preventing throw- 
aways, will be given to patrons each 
change of program. A coupon is 
attached to each card listing a num- 
ber of titles of pix in which the star 
may or may not have appeared in 
the past. Patrons are invited to 
place a cross opposite correct title of 
4 pic directly associated with the star. 
Patrons also asked to write a letter 
of not more than 100 words giving 
a their idea of a perfect pic program. 
r The use of word ‘letter’ will be | 
played in all ads in place of word 
‘essay,’ which, managers say, has a 
strong tendency to scare people from 
entering a competition. 

Apart from the biz angle, manage- 
ment hopes to learn just what type 
of program nabe audiences crave, be 
it duals, singles with shorts, or duals, 
plus shorts, 

Pix lined to play the Hoyts’ nabe 
loop during the competition include 
‘Confessions Nazi Spy’ (WB), ‘Stage- 
coach’ (UA), ‘Love Affair’ (RKO), 
‘Dodge City’ (WB), ‘Rose of Wash- 
ington Square’ (20th) and ‘Pygma- 
lion’ (GB). 


It’s the Women Who Pay 
At Leap Year Showing 


By John C. Flinn 


There is so much showmanship wisdom in a few 
remarks on night baseball, as played by the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, and attributed to Larry MacPhail, the club 
president, that it is repeated here for the inspection of 
theatre managers, who believed the cure of boxoffice 
ennui was to be found in the introduction of double 
features. 

MacPhail is credited with having introduced arc- 
light baseball into the major leagues, over strenuous 
opposition and objection of some other club owners. 
After marked success with the innovation in Cincin- 
nati, he brought his experience to Brooklyn two years 
ago. Seven games were on the first season’s night 
schedule, and the attendance was 190,000. During the 
current season, the boxoffice has clicked 205,000 ad- 
missions for the same number of games. When asked 
if he intended to expand on night baseball next year, 
MacPhail said: 

‘No. If you play more than one night game every 
two weeks during June, July and August, ~ou overdo 
it. You realize then that the fans won’t come out in 
such great numbers. It’s like giving fans too many 
double-headers on Sundays and weekdays. When you 
do, they won’t come out for the single games. You've 
got to be careful. You can’t cheapen the sport and 
get away with it.’ 

Thereupon he told of what happened in a minor 
league town where night games turned a losing club 
into a big financial winner—for a short time. Believ- 
ing that the fans couldn’t get enough of a good thing, 
the management doubled the night schedule. Within a 
month the attendance had dropped to former disap- 
pointing figures. The novelty was gone. The sharp 
edge of a showmanship idea was dulled by too fre- 
quent use. 


ANALOGY IS OBVIOUS 


Scarcely necessary to draw any diagrams for theatre 
operators to grasp the significance of MacPhail’s re- 
marks, and how applicable they are to the experiences 
of thousands of theatre men who find themselves un- 
able to break a dual policy, once it has become es- 
tablished. Put to exhibitor vote, as a circuit man said 


the other day, duals would be swept from the screens 
of theatres, or used only with discreet moderation. 

For the nominal admission price which prevails in 
film houses, the American public finds its greatest en- 
tertainment and intellectual bargain. Productions that 
represent millions in investment are unreeled for 
trivial admissions. The low price, and the attractive- 
ness of films as a source of clean and wholesome family 
entertainment are, perhaps, the two strongest argu- 
ments for the popularity of films. It was so from the 
beginning of exhibition. 

It is a late date to expose the menace of universal 
double-billing, except for the fact that there remain 
great stretches of the American landscape into which 
the policy has not yet shown its horns. Through the 
southeast and central south, the single bill policy 
maintains. An executive of one of the larger chains, 
returning to New York from a wide tour of houses, 
declared that in his opinion theatre business was 
better in the single bill territory. Strangely, he de- 
clared, there was less fluctuation of receipts day by 
day than in sections where duals are shown. 

Film production has been geared down to dual ex- 
hibition policy, and one of the problems of the ex- 
hibitors who cling to single features is the yearly 
negotiation of selective contracts which permit elim- 
ination of certain weaker boxoffice attractions, un- 
suited to the requirements of the solo policy. Few of 
these operators, however, would willingly forego the 
additional task of careful film booking for the ease of 
duals. 

No single group of theatres can break the bonds of 
duals, once they have fastened themselves into a com- 
petitive territory. But the time for the united effort is 
not far away, in the judgment of many experienced 
film men. World conditions may force production to 
higher standards of screen values. A return to single 
features, even when there is unanimity of exhibitor 
desire and effort, will be accomplished only through 
a hard struggle. 

The end, if attained, will justify the battle, many 
theatrical men believe. The family patronage, alien- 
ated in some sections because of the lengthy duals, 
will welcome the change. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 
Charlie Kurtzman, manager 


tion with ‘The Women’ (M-G) that | 
not only got a lot of newspaper at- | 
tention but also did well at the b.o. | 


| show to the regular schedule and | 
billed it as ‘Leap Year Performance,’ | 
explaining in the ads that since the | 
picture was about women, only the | 
femmes could pay for tickets at this | 
particular show, 
Gag was carried out to the limit 
and gathered a flock of laughs to 
boot. Men who walked up to b.o. 
for ducats were told to turn their 
dough over to the ladies and special 
show drew more than 1,500 custom- 
ers. 


As One Burns to Another 


La Crosse, Sept. 12. 

Hollywood theatre here plugged 
‘Our Leading Citizen’ in a clever 
newspaper advertisement featuring 
the pictures of Bob Burns and John 
C, Burns, local produce merchant, 
captioned: 

‘Speaking as one Burns to another, 
your latest role as the small town 
lawyer in Paramount's new film, 
‘Our Leading Citizen,’ is the best 
yet!’ 


Added a special Sunday midnight | 


WB’S MATERNITY TIEIN 
FOR ‘CHILD’ PREMIERE 


Warners hit on a novel tack to 
determine the choice of a city for 
world premiere of ‘A Child Is Born.’ 
Town which raises the most coin for 


establishment and maintenance of a 
charity maternity ward in a hospital 
gets the call. So far 15 cities have 
been heard from. 

tudio also will help along the 
cause with the chosen theatre, which 
contributes a percentage of the gross 
biz of the first performance, by tour- 
ing the picture’s principals into the 
town for personals. These include 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn, 
Gladys George, Spring Byington, 
Nanette Farbares and Hobart Cav- 
anaugh., 


Nabe Theatre Ballys 
New Year’s Product 


Winnipeg, Sept. 12. 

Leno Turaldo, manager of the nabe 
Uptown, is going after the fall nabe 
patronage and making an effort to 
drag in the outside customers with 
his campaign titled ‘Fall Festival Hit 
Parade.’ 

Wide plugging, via special window 
blowups, posters, newspaper space 
and radio copy will draw attention 


of | to his string of front line hits due 
Penn, pulled a new one in conjunc- |to bow in September 14 with ‘Jua- 


rez.’ 
Policy of throwing advertising 
funds behind the nabe houses is 


something new for this town, with 
the larger proportion of the budget 
being expended on the downtown 
houses, nabes catching the ‘scraps 
from the table.’ Uptown is top nabe 
house of the Western Theatres 
chain, 


Par Relinquishes Det. 


Madison; Now Balaban’s 


With Paramount unable to get to- 
gether with the landlord on a re- 
newal of the sublease covering the 
Madison, Detroit, downtown first 
run in that key, the theatre is re- 
ported being taken over by the 
Harry Balaban circuit. Harry and 
Elmer Balaban chain now operates 
11 theatres in Illinois and Detroit, 
having but one (the Adams) in the 
motor city. 

When the Par lease on the Madi- 
son, Detroit, ran out last July, the 
house closed down. It is still dark. 
Par had the theatre for more than 
10 years under a sublease from the 


John Kunsky interests. 


F&M Tells St. L. Public 
About New Season Films 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 
That Fanchon & Marco interests 
here have not inked contracts for 
1939-40 season, but are still dickering 


was made public last week in a 
newspaper advertisement which was 
headed ‘Happy New Year!’ The ad, 
seven inches deep, one col. wide and 
black bordered admits that the greet- 
ing is a bit unseasonable for the av- 
erage man and woman and that the 
film industry started its 1939-40 sea- 
son in August. 

Portion of the ad reads, ‘We’re now 
working with eight of the 10 major 
film producers, arranging to bring 
to St. Louisans the outstanding enter- 
tainment of this ,. . our new season. 
But we're taking time out from con- 
tract signing to let you know that 
these films are on the way. Watch 
for them!’ The ad lists the following 
features: ‘The Under Pup,’ ‘Holly- 
wood Cavalcade,’ ‘The Rains Came,’ 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl,’ ‘The Old Maid,’ 
‘Here I am a Stranger,’ ‘First Love,’ 
and ‘Dust Be My Destiny.’ The ad 
was signed, ‘Yours for Greater En- 
tertainment: Fanchon & Marco the- 
atres (Fox-Ambassador-Missouri), 


Married for 81 Years, 
Win Trip to New York 


Mr. and Mrs. William Kelley of 
Longview, Tex., claim first place in 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Eternally Yours’ 
(UA) search for the longest married 
couple in the United States. The 
Kelleys are 109 and 105 years old, 
respectively, and have been married 
for 81 years. 

Couple claim precedence over Mr. 
and Mrs. George Goben of Lucas, 
Iowa, who recently celebrated their 
77th wedding anniversary and were 
selected by the National Convention 
of True Vow Keepers as America’s 
longest married pair. A search of 
the records in Louisiana, where the 
Kelleys were married, and in Jack- 
sonville, Iowa, where the Gobens 
were married, is now being con- 
ducted by those in charge of the 
competition. 

The award offered by Walter 
Wanger for the longest married 
couple is a 10-day visit in New York, 
where they will be his guests, 


‘Smile Week’ in Dallas 


Dallas, Sept. 12. 
Newest wrinkle hereabouts is In- 
terstate Circuit’s ‘Smile Week’ now 
being observed in all its nabes, 
Any customer who isn’t greeted by 
a smile from every employee he 


passes from b.0. to seat gets admish 
kicked back. 


FILM’S 50TH ANNI 
TIEIN WITH N. Y. FAIR 


Efforts will be made this week to 
tie in the Motion Picturg week at the 
New York World's Fair, beginning 
Oct. 2, with the film industry’s 
Golden Jubilee activities. Expo offi- 
cials believe some industry coopera- 
tion of this sort will be necessary to 
make the event click and also to put 
over the proposed talent hunt, sched- 
uled as a highlight of Picture Week. 


If Golden Jubilee supporters co- 
operate, or the full approval of eight 
Major companies is given, a talent 
hunt taking in the top companies 
will be staged. Under such a setup, 
20 would be chosen for Hollywood 
tests. 

Thus far, industry approval has 
not been given the idea, but it has 
been brought to the attention of the 
Hays office. 


Radio War Bulletins 
From Theatre Stages 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 12. 

Rochester theatres are tying in 
with war interest to promote shows. 
Charles Freeman, manager of the 
Century, arranged with WHEC for 
series of announcements that Pres- 
ident’s address would be heard 
through radios on the stages of the 
five theatres in the Comerford-RKO- 
Paramount setup. Result was far 
better business than expected and 
‘Star-Spangled Banner’ film follow- 
; ing the address brought audience to 
| their feet cheering with patriotic 
|fervor. Reaction was regarded as 
strongly favorable promotion. 

Louis Mayer, manager RKO Tem- 
ple, built wall of sandbags on side- 
walk in front of theatre and added 
complete display of modern war 
equipment, machine guns, gas masks 
and cannon for an eye-catching ex- 
hibit bound to draw attention. Dis- 
play linked to film, ‘The Warning.’ 


Looks Like Judy’s Double 
Gets Trip to World’s Fair 


Providence, Sept. 12. 
Loew's State garnered plenty of 
publicity on ‘The Women’ and even 
had Mayor John F. Collins giving the 
product and M-G a swell buildup 
over WPRO Saturday (9) during 
awarding of World Fair trip to Dor- 
othy Hodges, local girl, who was 
chosen as Judy Garland’s double, 
Motorcade of 10 Crossley ‘cars of 
tomorrow,’ contest winners from 
other New England cities, and two 
bands paraded through downtown 
streets prior to 15-minute broadcast 
in front of theatre. 


+ 


Public Hot for War 
Reels as Over-Sea 
Planes Rush Views 


American newsreels’ coverage on 
the European war has some exhibi- 
tors trotting out oneé-sheets to bally 
latest newsreels. Biggest audience 
response is reported in neighborhood 
houses, 

The reels thus far have taken ad- 
vantage of transatlantic clipper plane 
service to lay down material three 
or four days after photographed 
abroad, but censorship in all war- 
ring countries has delayed matters 
considerably. 

Bulk of battlefront coverage from 
now on will be fairly well standard- 
ized because much of it has to come 
from government signal corps or 
film propaganda units. This meang 
that each U. S. reel will receive its 
material at about the same time in 
this country. 


ANNA NEAGLE GIVEN — 
SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY 


Atlanta, Sept. 12. 


Lucas & Jenkins pitched in strong 
with RKO-Radio in cashing in on 
personal appearance of Anna Neagle 
and Herbert Wilcox on chain’s Fox 
theatre stage Monday (11) night. 
British actress arrived at 9:30 that 
morning and was put through stren- 
uous day, including welcome from 
mayor at station, breakfast with L. 
& J. and RKO officials, Rotary club 
luncheon date, interviews with film 
cricks from 30 Southern spots, radio 
broadcast, cocktail party, interview 
with local pice catchers, banquet as- 
sembling 300, presentation to civio 
leaders, World War Nurses, VFW 
leaders and American Legion chiefs, 
ending up with her personal. It was 
quite a day for Miss Neagle. 

Stage appearance of Britisher was 
tied in with Southern premiere of 
‘Nurse Edith Cavell,” a one-shot 
showing replacing Fox’s regular pic, 
‘Beau Geste,’ that evening. Patrons 
at 7 o'clock showing of ‘Geste’ were 
permitted to remain for ‘Cavell,’ 
consequently all of Fox's 4,400 seats 
were occupied. 


Film Players Appear 
At WB Seattle House 


Seatle, Sept. 12. 


Flock of coming starlets put in 
personals this week at official wel- 
coming functions and on stage at the 
Palomar. This was to debut Warner 
Bros.’ films at the Sterling Chain 
ace house, the vaude-film Palomar, 
Warners took this means to extend 
good will to John Danz, head of the 
chain, and also to introduce possible 
future greats. The film colony list 
jincluded Gloria Dickson, Rosella 
| Toune, Jean Parker, Claire Windsor, 
James Stephenson, Lya Lys, Lucille 
Fairbanks, Jane Gilbert, Bill Sundi- 
gan, Dennis Morgan and Ed Mason, 
| the biggest flock of cinema thespians 
ever shown to Seattle showgoers in 
one bunch. On the screen was ‘The 
| Old Maid’ (WB) doing a solo stint. 
Gang was met at the depot, pa- 
| raded in auto caravan about down- 
| town, housed at the ace hotel, greeted 
| by Mayor Langlie and other officials, 
| newspaper mugs and prominents at 
hotel reception. 

Jack Sampson, head of adv. dept. 
for Sterling, upped newspaper space 
300% for ‘Old Maid.’ Marty Weiser 
here from studio to help on cam- 
paign. Geo. Shaffer came with the 
starlets to do newspaper stories. 
Ballyhoo gave glamour and publicity 
to the pix and the new Palomar pol- 
icy of WB first runs, plus its regu- 
lars. 


Newspaper Tieup for ‘Oz’ 
Kenosha, Sept. 12. 


Thomas Reilly, manager of the 
Gateway, promoted a coloring tieup 
with Kenosha Evening News as an 
exploitation stunt for ‘The Wizard 
of Oz.’ 

Newspaper reproduced two draw- 
ings from the picture and the young- 
sters doing the best coloring job on 
them were given copies of Frank 
Baum’s book. Five such books were 
awarded and 25 pairs of tickets to 
the theatre to the next best entries 
submitted in the contest. 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Tomorrow -Flesh Snug $26,000, 
Boy’ 2d $9,000 Mers. Hide Aspirin 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Maybe it’s the war, maybe it’s the 


figure of ‘When Tomorrow Comes 
at the Palace. The femmes are 
nominating this one as their particu- 
lar fave and are hanging on the 


‘Star Maker’ 
$6,800. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 


(U) did a pleasing 


DETROIT; AUTO 


Week of Sept. 14 

Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. 
(M-G) (18th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Blackmail’ (M-G). 

Criterion—‘Payment Deferred’ 
(M-G) (13). 

Globe—‘ Parents on Trial’ 
(Col) (16). 

Music Hall— Golden Boy’ 
(Col) wk.). 


Chips’ 


(21). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 6) 
Criterion—'Man They Could 
Not Hang’ (Col) (20). 


{ 


the past week and up to Monday 


| with it on what is his second stanza 
| there, having replaced Horace Heidt 
‘Old 
| Maid’s’ figures are as follows for the 


| after the initial three weeks. 


‘Old Maid’ on 5 Weeks, $214,700, Holds, 
Tropics 206, Crosby-Clinton 406 2d 


Kids flocked back to town during | getter, looking $7,000 ocr over this 


week (2d) after first seven days of 


= (11), when they trudged back to | $12,000, big. 

weather, and maybe it's the product. 55)— Sherlock Holmes (20th). At- PO de yin Oter Maher school, they caught up on their Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Stanley’ 
But whatever the reason, there is no| tracted good press and drawing some ar) (3d wk.). Broadway film-going. The weekend | (20th) (2d run) and ‘Stop, Look, 
doubt about the heightened activity eee, yi neon sae wee third of Rialto—‘The Day the Bookies | was powerfully strong everywhere| Love’ (20th) (1st run), doubled. 
at all boxoffices during the past anley’ (20th), added mild $2,900 to Wept’ (RKO). that draughty shows were on display |Twain augurs about $9,500. In 
er: ., | Previous total of $11,900. ivoli— Th 1 Glory’ (UA) and the general tenor of business is | ahead, ‘Name Only’ (RKO) (2d run) 
couple of months. Upswing is solid) Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- Rivoli—‘The Real Glory’ (UA). | Very firm. Tomorrow (Thurs.) and|and ‘Chan Treasure Island’ (20th) 

jive currently, and the boys are|55)—‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d wk). Re- oo R ioe Ge ay RN Friday (15) the first of the Jewish | (Ist run) finished at $10,000, fine. 
breaking out the flags and stowing| Mains firm for likely $6,500, after xy— Se Rains Came (20th) holidays are also expected to mean| Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
i the aspirin back on the shelf. nabbing good $13,000 the first week. (2d wk.). — fs added business. They always do in | —‘Star Maker’ and Larry Clinton or- 
Two pix are battling it out for the Strand—‘Old Maid’ (WB) — New York. chestra (3d week). Inaugurates final 
business this week, with the Chicago | ¢ 9 (6th wk.,). _ Regardless of the showings made| rubber today (Wed.) after showing 
seating capacity proving the winning Week of Sept. 21 | elsewhere by newer shows, the most ; plenty of aces on the first and sec- 
factor in giving ‘Beau Geste’ the | remarkable phenomenon of Broad-| ond weeks, getting $49,000 and over 
edge in the current money wrangle. Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ | way since the olden golden days is | $40,000, respectively. On Wednes- 
But it's only seating capacity limita- (M-G) (9th wk.). | ‘The Old Maid,’ now in its fifth week | day (20) house brings in ‘Honey- 
tions that is holding down the Capitol—‘The Women’ (M-G) at the Strand. Ozzie Nelson is along | moon in Bali’ (Par) and Glenn Mil- 


ler. 

Radio City Musie Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—'Golden Boy’ (Col) 
and stage show (lst wk.). Maintain- 


rafters for a peek at the Boyer- ' ae a . | first four weeks: Ist, $51,500; 2d, $47,- | ing good strength at $90,000 or over 
Dunne love-making. ; cue eames Nurse Edith — 500: 3d, 44,000; 4th, 41,700. The cur- | and hoijs. Last week, second for 
Hold-overs in the loop are ‘Golden . ‘rent (5th) session will be over $30,-| ‘5th Ave Girl’ (RKO), $101,000, 


Boy’ at the Garrick, moving over 
from the Chicago, with ’Wizard of 
Ox’ continuing at a fine pace in its | 
third week in the United Artists. | 
‘Star Maker’ is doing extra loop time | 
in the Apollo. 

State-Lake is having a tough week 
of it currently, following a great 
stanza last week with ‘Hell’s Kitchen.’ | 
Customers here indicate growing 
taste for guns and gangsters. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Star Maker’ (Par). In its third | 
loop session and going along in good 
fashion to indicated $4,000. Last 
week, neat $5,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and stage show. 
Lawrence Welk orchestra on the) 
rostrum and figures as considerable | 
added boxoffice value. Pic not too | 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 

War tension abating somewhat 
and local film houses expect to cash 
in soon, with outdoor competish out 
of the way and auto plants booming 
again. Currently it’s not too ferte, 
but ‘Golden Boy’ plus ‘Charlie Chan 
at Treasure Island’ figures to give 
the Fox top-coin honors. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Bachelor Mother (RKO) (2d wk) 
and ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO). Former 
moved here aiter sesh at Fox. Looks 


like fairish $5,200. Last week. ‘Man | 


Couldn't Hang’ (Col) and ‘Chicken 
Wagon Family’ (20th), $5,600. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—'Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Chan 
Island’ 


Paramount — ‘Honeymoon in 
Bali’ (Par) (20). 

Rivoli—'The Real Glory” (UA) 
(2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘The Rains Came’ 
(20th) (3d wk.). 

Strand— Espionage Agent’ 
(WB) (22). 


‘PUP’, OK 512G, MONTREAL 


' 000, from: indications, which would 
bring the total to $214,700. Show 
remains a sixth week, first for a run 


| that long in a good many years. 
| Two new pictures, ‘Rains Came’ 


| and 


| 
| 


| 


Biz Spurting After Initial War Jolt 


—Maid’ 2d $3,000 


| 
| 
| Montreal, Sept. 12. 

| First week of war saw consider- 
‘Old Maid’ at Palace, which ran a 
$10,500 take and is pointing to a 
|further $8,000 on current holdover. 


; able cut-down in grosses except for , 


‘Golden Boy’ are both very 
sturdy, the former the best. ‘Rains’ 
will smash through at the Roxy as 


the town’s leader to $70,000 or over. p Rivoli . 
Lukewarm reviews are holding ‘Gol- | ‘Real Glory’ (UA). 
den Boy’ from running a faster race | Morrow (Thurs. ). 


mighty, after a first week of $103,800. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Fury of 
Tropics’ (U). Ends its week tonight 
(Wed.) at over $6.000, okay. ‘Day 
Bookies Went’ (RKO) due tomor- 
row (Thurs.). Dual reissue bill of 
‘Mummy’ (U) and ‘Raven’ (U), on 
leight davs, got over $9,000. very good, 
(2,092: 25-55-75-85-99) — 
Opens here to- 
‘Under-Pup’ (U) 


at the Music Hall, but is doing very | in 10 days, under $20,000, satisfactory 


well at $90,000 or a bit over. 
hold over. 


Both | though under hopes. 


Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Rains 


‘Lady of the Tropics’ is taking a Came’ (20th) and stage show. Big- 
back seat at $20,000 or less and does | Sest business-getter this large-seater 


not hold at the Capitol. 


Another | has had since ‘Ragtime Band’ (20th), 


new picture, ‘Flight at Midnight,’ is | with gross looking $70,000, or better, 
doing rather fairly at the Criterion, | tremendous. Last week, far different 


probably around $7,800. 


Crashing through to a strong $59,- | 


000 on its first week at the Para- | 


| story with ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th), 


which dipped badly toward the end 
to finish at around $30,000. 


strong for matinee matrons, but} Treasure (20th). Plugged | the ‘Star Maker’-Larry | State (3.450; 35-55-75 )—‘Shall Have 
building to solid strength for the/ strongly, abetted by p.a. of William | week looks Tike good pickup. | wound up its second | Music’ (d run) (st week) 


evening business. Heading into ex- 
cellent coin realm at $43,000. 
week: ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) 


Holden, and should get pretty good 


Last | $18,000. Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ | M 
came | (RKO) 


and ‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), 


through in snappy style to $46,700) okay $15,000. 


with John Boles, ZaSu Pitts and Red | 


Michigan 


(United Detroit) (4,000; | 


| Estimates for This Week 
| Palaee (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )—‘Old 
aid’ (WB) (2d wk). Sighting for 


| fine $8,000 after excellent $10,500 last | 


| week. 
| Capitol (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55) — 


lap last night (Tues.) at over $460,- 
000, potent, and today (Wed.) begins 
its third (final) week. 

The State. which held over Har- 
vest Moon dancers and Ed Sullivan, 


and Ed Sullivan and Harvest Moon- 
ers (2d week). Under $20,000, not 
so hot, all in sight. First week of 
the Harvesters with ‘Beau Geste’ 
(Par) (2d run) topped $30,000, very 


Skelton on stage. : | 30-40-55) —‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) ‘Under Pup’ (U) and ‘Risky Business’, slipping in a new picture this week, good. a 
, Garrick (B&K) (900; and ‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Dead-End | (U). Possible $5,500, good. Last week,| “They Shall Have Music,’ isn’t so 
Angels Wash Faces’, (we kids headed for fair $14,000. Last | “Tomorrow Comes’ '(U), $5,000. |forte, this side of $20,000 being in| Nelson (od 
$4,000. Last week, Hotel week, debut of Linda Ware. Detroit! Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60) —! prospect. The Rivoli winds up to- his is 
(20th) was pretty meaningless a moppet, in Star Maker (Par), plus | ‘Stanley’ (U). Pacing ‘for excellent) night (Wed.) with ‘Under Pup,’ 
(3.200: 25-40) Miracles Sale’ (M-G), hampered by | 8.000. “Last week, ‘Chips’ (7th wk), | which has been only fair on a 10-day that long in i r 
‘ Oriental (Jones (3,200; ‘M ti a | War outbreak and ended up with | disappointing $2,500. | run, and tomorrow morning (Thurs.) | ti}; nab over $30 000. Th ts ppp 
Susannah’ (20th) | and utiny | around $19,000, still nice, however,| princess (CT) (2.300: 25-34-50) opens with ‘Real Glory.’ 
Blackhawk’ (U) and_vaude. Profit-| and shifted to Palms-State for sec- | ‘stole Million’ (U) and ‘Climbing Estimates for This Week | week Soe 


able money with $15,000 in the of- 
fing. Last week, ‘Second Fiddle’ | 
(20th) ran solo to neat $15,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and vaude. | 
Frances Arms headlining on stage. | 


ond sesh. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000: 30-40-50)—"Star Maker’ (Par) 
(2d wk) and ‘Island Lost Men’ (Par). 
Crosby opus moved here after neat 
sesh at Michigan. Should pick up 


| High’ (U). Weak at $2,500. Last week, 
| ‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) 
| anapolis’ (WB), voor $2,200. 

| Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
| ‘Feathers’ (UA) (5th wk). Falling off 
| with little better than $2,200 in sight 


and ‘Indi- | 


Astor (1,012: 25-40-55-65 )—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (18th wk.). On the 17th week 


|} ending Monday night (11) off a lit- 


tle but at $9,000 still making plenty. 
Capitol 


‘Lady of Tropics’ (M-G). But one 


(4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— | 


| 


stanza was $41,700, making a total 
for the five weeks, when up, of 
$214,700, plenty of spending money 
for Warners. Show goes a sixth 
week. ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ (WB) 
which was to have followed Friday 


Great coin week and will hold for a) gooq $7,000 currently. Last week, | after good $3,100 last week. week after only $20,000 or less. Last | poll ae SS ooenees 
second session without any trouble. | «Fach Dawn’ (WB) (2d run) and) Cinema de Paris (France-Film) week, third for ‘Wizard’ (M-G) and present war Jaden , I eave it to WB 
Zooming into significant numerals at) ‘Night Work’ (Par) (2d run), both | (600; 25-50)—‘Louise’ and ‘Sommes-| Judy Garland in person and first | j . es i : 
$26,000. Last week, ‘Bachelor moved here from Mich. nice $7,500. | Nous Defendu’. Pacing for big $2.200.| week for Bert Lahr and Ray Bolger, | 


Mother’ (RKO) finished fortnight to | 
satisfying $16,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
73)—Golden Boy’: (Col). Shifted 
here from the Chicago and gallop-! 
ing for bright $9,000 currently. Last 
week, ‘Under Pup’ (U) came through 
with happv $9,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— | 
‘Blondie Vacation’ (Col) and vaude. | 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


| (2.000; 30-40-55 }\—‘Beau Geste’ (Par). | Elvsees’ 
| Headed for $13,000, pretty good, but | $700. 


not what it should get. Last week, 
second, broueht about $8,000, okay, 
for ‘Oz’ (M-G). following nice $15,- 
500 opening stanza. 


Portland 80% Holdovers; 


| Last week, ‘Remontons les Champs 
(3d wk) flickered out at 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 


34)—‘Mollenard’ and ‘Un Fichu Me- | 


| tier’. This house coming back with 

good $4,500 in sight. Last week, ‘Tri- 
| coche et Cacolet’ and ‘Cite des Lu- 
| mieres’, nice $4,000. 


| Wash Faces’ (WB). Nice money- | 
; a ‘war Situation settled down to routine. 


over $36,000, good. ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Flight 
at Midnight’ (Rep). Doing fairly, 
around $7,800. Last week ‘Glamour 
Girls’ (M-G) struck over $11,000, ex- 
cellent. 

Globe 


(1.700; 25-35-55)—‘Angels 


| 


| 


Bette Smash $7,000 In 
Omaha; Biz Improving 


Omaha, Sept. 12. 
Theatre biz on the upswing after 


Not too strong currently and at, 

g | ‘Old Maid’ heading for smash $7,000 
$10,000, disappointing. Last week, ! ‘Oz’: 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) snagged | L 3d Wk., Good $4,000 |at the Brandeis for the town’s best. 


mighty $16,800. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | 
35-55-65-75 )—'Oz’ (M-G) (3d week). | 
Pounding along to steady profits and | 
following up early youngster play 
with good adult business that’s bring- 
ing in nice $11,000 after fine $16,300 


last week. 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 12. 


‘Stanley and Living- 
bangup opener for the 
first run policy and 
Also holding 


major spots. 
stone’ is a 

Liberty's new 
held a second stanza. 


Grosses Bouncing Upward—‘Women’ H.O. Snappy 


$18,500, 


African pix are a mop-up at three | 


11G, ‘Boy’ 2d Fair $6,000 


| Bill almost certain holdover as Bette 
Davis is a strong magnet here. 
Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 

| berg) (800-600-950; 10-25)—‘Daugh- 

ters Courageous’ (WB) and ‘Susan- 

nah’ (20th). dual, split with ‘Forgot- 


| 
| were lten Women’ (U). first run. ‘Women 
4 ‘ didn't leave Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. ; smooth sailing for some time to 
Women Pace Batto of Africa uncovered. | Biz generally blazing to front) come. Should come close to $11,000 $1 700. ood. L: atom 
| Another steady winner in its third | again after disappointing holiday | on first seven days, phenomenal for | a ; oo a gooey ‘Me Co ~ a 
With St $13 008: week is ‘Wizard of Oz’ going great | week. Recent dullness laid for most! this spot. Last week, ‘Stole Million’ (Rep) ps atl ean ae eee 
l rong |} guns at Parker’s UA. | part to war attention on radio and/| (U) not bad at all at $4,800. cians! 


Estimates for This Week 


with broadcasters easing up a 


now, customers seem to be paying 


bit | 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 


50)—*Women’ (M-G). 


Second week, | 


Say Die’ (Par), dual, $1,800, nice. 


‘Name’-Vaude $12,500 
me -vaude 9 | Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 30-35- more attention to entertainment} and holding up very nicely. Shoot- | op brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
40) again. | ing for $11,000 currently, fine on top | Maid (WB) and 
Baltimore, Sept. 12. additional four at $2 500. Week's leaders by wide margin are of $20,000 getaway stanza by ash $7,000 
Downtowners holding a fair pace, Fir big $5.300 | ‘Old Maid’ and ‘Stanley and Living- Semator (Harris) (1,700; 25-40)— (RKO ell. 
with ‘The Women’ at Loew's Cen-|" k-Evergreen) | Stone.’ Former best at WB deluxer Man Couldn't Hang’ (Col). Karloff | | nde’ (RKO). $5.500 ‘a mr om 
tury. and ‘In Name Only’ tied to (Hamric | in some time and will either hold , Scarie lends itself well to old-| 30,000, dandy. 
vaude layout headed by Joe E. Lewis | (2,900; 30-35-40 )— Stanley Se qa | over there or move to Warner for | fashioned exploitation stunts, and) | Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
| at the combo Hipp, leading the pa- | 2Md ‘Quick Millions’ (20th). gee | second week, while at Fulton. ‘Stan- | house making the most of its oppor- | ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Million Dollar 
) rade at considerable distance. ‘The | week =, en pone — Pr ‘ley’ looks set for run. ‘Women’ tunity. Paying it dividends, too, for | Legs’ (Par) . Sinking to $7,000, s0-so. 
Under Pup’ off to a late start Satur- | $4,000, First | Big Oe liey. with | Holding up nicely in h.o. at Penn/| pretty close to $2,500 should result, Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and 
day (9) eve at Keith’s holding mildly | house's ae ro gee ‘after swell opening session. Sena-| first-rate for this site. Last week, | ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G), $8,500, nice, 
on heels of ambitious publicity build- | PANs-UP_ 59,100. itor’s getting some action on ‘Man, Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Woman; Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 15-35-55) 
up. Rest of town uneventful. Mayfair (Hamrick-Evergreen ) | They Couldn't Hang,’ first single Judge’ (Col) just fair at $1,800. —‘Hotel Women’ (20th) with Count 
Estimates for This Week | (1,500; 30-35-40 )—'Geste (Par). | feature first-run here in some time. __Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— | Berni Vici and ‘French Folies’ on 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- Second sesh on a moveover okay | “Golden Boy’ just doing so-so at ‘Old Maid’ (WB). Davis-Hopkins/ stage. Heading for $14,500, very 
40)—‘Women’ (M-G). Out in front of $2,500.) Last week, Alvin in second week, but no com- | combo proving heavy artillery at the | nice. Last week, “Tomorrow Comes’ 
local parade with strong $13,000. | Comes and 4 third plaints. | b.o. and along to the Slick- (U) and ‘Ex-Champ’ (U), $8,000, fair. 
(2,205: 15- Paramount (Hamric.-Evergreen) | , Alvin (Harris) an easy $18.500, great, and pic will | ‘First Offenders’ (Col), first run, and 
25-35-40-55-66)—-‘Name Only’ (RKO) | (3,000; 30-35-40)—"Hotel Women’ ‘Golden Boy (Col) (2d Ww ’. Taper- either hold here or move to Warner | ‘Susannah’ [20th ), tripler, split with 
plus vaude headed by Joe E. Lewis. | (20th) and ‘Chan Treasure Island’ | off sharply in second week after | for second weck. Last week, ‘Name | ‘Risky Business’ (U), first run, 
Holding steady pace to $12 500. Last | (20th). Good $5,500. Last week, good start as result of nice | pub- | Only’ (RKO) a major disappoint- |‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
week. ‘Coast Guard’ (Col). thanks to | ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘News Night’ licity break on William Holden fn /ment at $9,800. ‘Code Secret Service’ (WB), tripier. 
terrific pulling power of Glenn Mil- | (20th), $5,000. here. Should slip pet .Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40) — | Looks like $1,200, good. Last week, 
- ler band, chalked up smashing $19,-| United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | tet than $6,000 at — —" isnt ‘Gracie Allen Murder’ (Par) and ‘In- | ‘Man Conquest’ (Rep), ‘Moto Danger 
000 for one of bigeest takes in moons. | 35-40)-—'Oz’ (M-G). Still a strong | U”- Last week, fine $11,000. _ | dianapolis’ (WB). May break $4,000 | Island’ (20th), first run, and ‘Never 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15-| winner in its third week, around Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,790; 25-40) | but twinner will have to hurry to Say Die’ (Par), tripler, split with 
25-35-40 )—Under Pun’ (U). Opened | $4,000. Second week $6,200. First —Stanley’ (20th). Biggest opening | reach even that. Last week, “‘Trop- | ‘Maniac’ (SR), first run, and ‘Man 
Saturday (9) eve. Holding moder- |week topped the burg’s grosses at | here in flock of years, topping every | ics (M-G). moved here after nice | About Town’ (Par), dual, $1,300, very 
ately to possible $4,500. Last week, | big $8,000. lrecent biggie, and should have! session at Stanley, n.s.h. at $4,700. satisfactory. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Feathers 2d $3,800, ‘Name’ Slow 


Mpls. Droopy; 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 

With business decidedly below par, 
even for outstanding attractions, 
they’re finding new reasons to ex- 
plain the dearth of customers. More 
recently the radio broadcasts from 
the European war fronts and the 
State Fair opposition were blamed. 
Now they’re claiming the public is 
spending all available funds for ex- 
tra supplies of such foodstuffs as 
sugar, etc., because of fears of short- 
ages and rising prices. Maybe so. 

Relatively best showing is being 
made by ‘Four Feathers’ now in its 
second week at the World and ap- 
parently destined for a long run. 
‘Star Maker’ did so well at the State 
that it was moved over to the Cen- 
tury for an extension of its loop first 
run. ‘Wizard of Oz’ bowed out after 
two good downtown weeks. : 

Because it was authored by a Min- 
neapolitan and has had considerable 
advance publicity, ‘Each Dawn I Die’ 
is commanding some attention at the 
Orpheum. On the other hand, ‘In 
Name Only’ is off to a slow State 
start. ‘Sherlock Holmes’ is getting 
a pretty good Gopher play. The big 
Minnesota theatre, with its bargain 
stage and screen shows, holds a con- 
sistently steady pace, its moderate re- 
turns being considered satisfactory 
under all the circumstances. 

Following Paul Whiteman and the 
‘Folies Bergere’ the Orpheum has 
nothing immediately in prospect in 
the way of stage shows. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25) — 
‘Fighting Gringo’ (RKO) and ‘Down 
South’ (RKO), dual first runs, split 
with ‘Conspiracy’ (RKO) and ‘5 Lit- 
tle Peppers’ (Col), also dual first 
runs. Mild $1,200 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) and 
‘All Come Out’ (M-G), dual first 
runs, $1,500, pretty good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State after sweet 
week there. Slumping with most of 
the others. Will have to toil hard to 
reach fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Oz’ 
(M-G), $5,500, plenty good after big 
$12.000 for eight days at State. 

Gownher (Par-Singer) (998: 25) — 

*‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th). Fair at- 
trection for this house and probably 
$2,600. Last week. ‘Frontier Marshal’ 
(20th), $2,400, mild. 
Granada (Pat) (25-35) — ‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) split with ‘Carnival’ 
(20th). Light $1,500 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Borrowed Time’. (M-G) split 
with ‘Tarzan’ (M-G), $1,700, tepid. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 15- 
30)—‘Flight at Midnight’ (Ren) and 
stage show, including Ernie Stanton 
& Julie Dean. The usual big money’s 
worth of entertainment. Flesh end 
especially forte. Pretty good $7,500 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Within Law’ 
(M-G) and vaude, $8,000, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 25- 
35-40)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Attrac- 
tion has had considerable advance 
plugging here because author is Min- 
neapolitan. Stars’ pull and favorable 
notices also help. Satisfactory $7,000 
ahead. Last week. ‘Miracles Sale’ 
(M-G) and ‘Folies Bergere’ on stage, 
$15,000, very disappointing consider- 
ing excellence of stage show and 
heavy nut, but State Fair and radio 
war broadcasts hurt plenty. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25-35- 
40)—‘Name Only’ (RKO). Off to slow 
start. Will be lucky to hit mild $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par), $8,000, 
good, 

Time (Gillman) (290: 25-35-40) — 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Holding up well. House showing 
three newsreels and stressing its cov- 
erage of current events. Satisfactory 
$900 indicated. Last week, $1,000, 
good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
— ‘Feathers’ (UA) (2d wk). Has 
caught on like house afire. Hold- 
outs much of the time. Climbing to- 
ward big $3,000. First week, $3,800, | 
very big. 


‘FEATHERS’ 22G, B’KLYN 


Swell $22,000 and will hold over, 
something rare here. Last week, 
‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (M-G), bright $17,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Old 
Maid’ (WB) and ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par) (3d wk.). Nifty $18,500. 
Last week pair made excellent 
$25,000. 


Women’ Fast 86, 
‘Name’ $7,500, 
L'ville Satished 


Louisville, Sept. 12. 

Cooler evenings and State Fair 

visitors in town are combining to 

hold grosses at a pleasing level, al- 

though three houses remain at 
status quo with holdovers. 


‘Women’ at Loew’s State and ‘In 
Name Only’ at the Rialto are the 
only new product on the main stem, 
and grabbing the bulk of the trade. 
H.o.’s making satisfactory showing, 
and general pace okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Tropics’ (M-G) 
and ‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G). 
Manifesting mild pull after move- 
over from Loew’s State. Indications 
are for fair $1,700. Last week, 
‘Stanley’ (20th) and March of Time, 
medium $1,600. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)— 
‘Mutiny Bounty’ (M-G) and ‘Gorilla’ 
(20th), split with ‘Five Came Back’ 
(RKO) and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) 
(2d run). Getting some attention 
from State Fair visitors, and aiming 
toward fair $1,600. Last week, ‘Man 
About Town’ (Par) and ‘Sun Never’ 
(U), wrapped up perky $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (Col). Attracting bumper 
turnout of femmes and males, and 
night trade has been particularly 
rosy. Has stimulated word-of- 
mouth, and from indications should 
chalk up juicy $8,000. Last week, 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger De- 
sire’ (M-G), good $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Lisbon) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Femmes still packing the place at 
matinees, and nights holding up 
plenty okay. Should round up 
pleasing $4,500, following first stan- 
za’s bumper $8,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 


30-40)—‘Name Only’ (RKO). Cast 
names proving potent draw, and 
should manage okay $7,500. Last 


week, ‘Star Maker (U) and ‘Death 
Champion’ (Par), nice $7,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Under Pup’ (U) and ‘Ha- 
waiian Nights’ (U). Second stanza 
for this pair, and surprised by be- 
ing held over. Outstanding exploi- 
tation, and plenty of space in local 
newspapers anent Gloria Jean, all 
spelling a busy wicket. Currently 
looks like good $3,400, following first 
week’s bright $4,000. 


‘Geste’ 12G, ‘Women’ 
$11,500, Indpls.; Two 
More Houses Added 


Indianapolis, Sept. 12. 
Prosperity returns to the down- 
town sector this week, with Circle 
and Loew’s matching coin for big- | 
gest week’s business of the season. | 


All Houses Getting Blue Chips— 
‘Maid’ 3d Great $18,500, ‘Angels’ 16G 


Brooklyn, Sept. 12. 

Splendid attendance at practically 
all major downtown deluxers with 
especial emphasis this stanza at 
Loew’s_ Metropolitan mopping up 
with ‘Four Feathers’ and ‘These 
Glamour Girls!’ Also doing remark- 
ably well is Fabian Paramount hold- 
ing ‘Old Maid’ and ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ third week. Fabian Fox will 
make profit showing ‘Angels Wash 
Their Faces’ and ‘This Man Is News.’ 

Strand, dark several months, re- 
opens latter part of this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Fifth Ave. 
Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
(20th). Opens today (Tuesday). 
Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) and 
‘Stop, Look, Love’ (20th) drew 
quiet $14.500. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Angels 
Wash Faces’ (WB) znd ‘Man News’ 
(Par). Nice $16,000. Last week, 
‘Citizen’ (Par) and ‘She Married 
Cop’ (Rep). mild $12,000. 

Met (3,618: 25-35-50)—‘Feathers’ 


Loew’s, dualling ‘Women’ and ‘6,000 | 
Enemies’ is getting the femmes a | 
the afternoon, while Circle is bring- | 


ing the men downtown at night "i 
see ‘Beau Geste’ and ‘Death of Cham- 
pion.’ Loew’s is held down be- 


cause of length of bill, and could 
go after a record if a turnover was 
possible. Apollo, holding over ‘Star 
Maker’ and ‘Man Is News,’ after first 
week’s showing at Circle, is garner- 
ing average coin. 

With the Indiana due to open Fri- 
day (15), and the Lyric to follow 
suit soon with stagehands’ strike 
settlement in sight, town looks good 
for show biz during winter. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘This 
Man’ (Par). Okay at $3,400, in sec- 
ond week following first showing at 
Circle. Last week, ‘Citizen’ (Par) 
and ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) mild for 
first run with $3,800. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Death 
Champion’ (Par). Taking top dough 


Maker’ (Par) and ‘This Man’ (Par) 
satisfactory $9,800. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘6,000 Enemies’ 
(M-G). Also in the heavy sugar at 
$11,500, held down by lack of quick 
turnover. Last week, ‘Lady Tropics’ 
(M-G) and ‘Glamour Girls (M-G) 
sluffed off after strong opening to 
finish with moderate $8,500. 


‘Maid’ Solo $9,000 
A Seattle Record; 
‘Geste’ Strong 726 


Seattle, Sept. 12. 

Opening of Warner Bros. pictures 
at Palomar (Join Danz) was signal- 
ized by official ceremonials, includ- 
ing presence of a dozen or more WB 
starlets. ‘The Old Maid’ was the 
film used for opening the new pol- 
icy, sans vaude. House had been 
dark for a few days to permit face- 
lifting, which includes a show-case 
panel effect in the lobby and other 
dollings. Full blast of newspaper 
advertising was turned loose, giving 
the new set-up a erand send-off. Re- 
sponded to record-smashing $9,000. 

Colonial (Sterling Chain) is going 
three-changes weekly, with first and 
second runs mixed, 

‘Beau Geste’ is hitting a big $7,500 
at the Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(2d wk.), moved from Paramount 
theatre, and ‘Asked For It’ (U) (st 
wk.). Fair $2,300 sighted. Last 
week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Quick 
Millions’ (20th) (3d wk.), $4,000, 
great, and could have held longer. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-37-42)—‘Calling Kildare’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) (2d 
run). So-so $2,600. Last week, 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) and ‘Susan- 
nah Mounties’ (20th) (2d run), $3,- 
400, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Thanks Everything’ (20th) and ‘Last 
Express’ (U), split with ‘Gambling 
Ship’ (U) and ‘Arizona Wildcat’ 
(20th) (2d run). Ordinary $1,900 in 
store. Last week, ‘Timber Stampede’ 
(RKO) and ‘Million Dollar Racket’ 
(Premier) split with ‘Old Caliente’ 
(Rep) (1st run) and ‘Society Lawyer’ 
bl (2d run), nice enough at $2,- 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Tropics’ 
(M-G) and ‘News Night’ (20th). Fair 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d 
week), garnered hefty $6,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) (2d wk.). Likely 
to land around a swell $4,800 and 
may hold again. Last week, same 
film, $7,000. great. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42—‘Feathers’ (UA) (2d 
wk.). Great $4,800 after immense 
$5,800 last week. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600: 27-37-42)—‘Stole Million’ (U) 
and ‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G). Slow 
$3,900. Last week, ‘Hotel Women’ 
(20th) and ‘All Come Out’ (M-G), 
$6,000, big. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 
42)—‘Old Maid’ (WB). New price 
policy with debut of WB first runs 
at this house. No vaude for this one, 
but will resume next time. Hefty 
campaign, helped for marvelous $9,- 
000 smashing pix recorés here, Last 
week, dark except Labor Day, with 


vaude and ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep) for 
$900, big. 
Parameunt (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3,039; 27-37-42 )—‘Beau Geste’ (Par) 
and ‘Night Work’ (Par). Big $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and 
‘Forgotten Woman’ (U), $7,400. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
32)—‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) and ‘Girls 
Go Paris’ (Col) (2d run). Okay $2,- 
100. Last week, ‘Unexpected Father’ 
(U) and ‘Lady’s From Kentucky’ 
(Par), $2,700, good. 


Hedy $3,400, Lincoln; 


‘Pup’ Under at $3,000: 


Lincoln, Sept. 12. 
This is the lull before biz really 
goes into its fall stride with the 
opening of school. Studes start hit- 
ting town late this week, and classes 
get under way (18). Showshops 
always get a piece of the frat- 


sorority splurging to lure new meat | 


into the lodges.. 
Currently, it’s all ‘Lady of Tropics,’ 


the juves and in-betweeners going | 


for the Lamarr-Taylor opus. 
Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25)—‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G) and 
‘Quick Millions’ (20th), split with 
‘Culver’ (U) and ‘Clan Honolulu’ 
(20th). Not bad, $2,200. Last week, 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) four days, 
split with ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par) 
and ‘Under Cover Doctor’ (Par), so- 
so, $1,800. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40)—‘Tropics’ (M-G). Looks the 
nicest at $3,400 pace. Last week, 
‘Star Maker’ (Par), $3,600, okay. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Under Pup’ (U). Only fair 
despite strong campaign. May do 
$3,000, which is less than the house 
needs. Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th), 
neat $4.000. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100: 10-20- 
25)—‘Should Husbands Work?’ (Rep) 
and ‘Gangs New York’ (Mono). Dull 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Carnival’ (UA) 


(UA) and ‘Glamour Girls (M-G). 


with socko $12,000. Last week, ‘Star 


and ‘12 Hours’ (RKO), okay $2,100. 


Selling for *39-40 


Continued from page 2 


of the 1938-39 product, now just 
about wound up on release, was the 
slowest in the history of the busi- 
ness. Nevertheless, the average dis- 
trib is either heartened by the ad- 
vance his particular company has 
over last year at the same date; or 
is happy, where he isn’t so far ahead 
or a bit behind, that it isn’t worse. 


UA and B&K Look Set 
To Finally Make a Deal 


Although there have been diffi- 
culties in arriving at a satisfactory 
product deal calling for the United 
Artists pictures during 1939-40 in the 
Balaban & Katz houses, it is expect- 
ed that negotiations may be con- 
cluded shortly, with B&K, among 
other things, in need of product. 

Prefacing smoother sailing toward 
a contract is the picking up by B&K 
of ‘Four Feathers,’ a ’39-40 UA re- 
lease, and plans to issue dates to 
‘They Shall Have Music’ and ‘Iron 
Mask,’ ’38-39 films on which the UA 
bookers have been stalled for some 
time. 

L. J. Schlaifer, UA’s western divi- 
sion manager, left yesterday (Tues.) 
to contact on out-of-town deals and 
is expected to include Chicago in 
his trip. 

Metro’s WB, NT Deals 


Two of the largest product deals 
of the current selling season are 
Metro’s three-year termers covering 
the exhibition of this company’s pic- 
tures for that length of time in the 
Warner Bros. and National (Fox- 
West Coast) houses. They involve a 
huge amount of money. 

William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager of Metro, stated yesterday 
(Tues.) that the Warner deal, in 
work many months, is in the files 
and that the signing of the National 
contract was now a momentary for- 
mality, everything having been 
agreed upon. 

Republic has negotiated a 1939-40 
product deal with the Golden State- 
T. & D. Theatres of California, a 
circuit of 70 houses. J. R. Grainger, 
now on the Coast, put over the deal 
in behalf of Rep with G. C. Parsons, 
Rep’s western sales manager and Sid 
Weisbaum, San Francisco’ branch 
manager, sitting in. Bob McNeil and 
M. Naify represented Golden State 
in the deal, 


Rep has also sold its product to 
the Blumenfeld circuit which oper- 
ates 20 houses in northern Cali- 
fornia. 


A buy of major importance is the 
1939-40 Republic program for all 80 
theatres of the Minnesota Amuse- 
ment Co. (Par). Grainger, Max 
Roth, midwest division mgr. and Gil- 
bert Nathanson, Minnesota franchise 
holder, acted for Rep on the deal, 
while John J. Friedl and John Bran- 
ton signed for Minnesota. 


An additional southern deal of 
front-line importance has been sewed 
up by Warner Bros. in concluding a 
contract with North Carolina Thea- 
tres, Inc., a Kincey-Wilby-Paramount 
chain, It was closed under the super- 
vision of Ben Kalmenson, h.o. divi- 
sion manager, by Fred Jack, WB’s 
southeastern district mgr. and John 
Bachman, Charlotte branch head. 

Par’s Partners in N. Y. 


Marty Mullin and Sam Pinanski, 
| Par’s New England operators, S. A. 
Lynch, who has a string in Miami and 
adjacent territory, and George Walsh, 
operator of the company’s New York 
state properties, are in N. Y. on 
product negotiations and to discuss 
|current operating problems with the 
home office. 

Tracy Barhams, Ohio-Kentucky op- 
erator, rushed in Monday (11) on 
important matters and left yesterday 
(Tues.) to return to Hamilton, O. He 
is interested in using flesh shows 
wherever he can. 

Mono’s Deals 


Ahead on sales contracts as com- 
pared to last year at this time, Mon- 
ogram has closed with two producer- 
controlled circuits, among others. 
These are the Rickards & Nace in 
Arizona, partnershipped with Para- 
mount, and Warner Bros. covering 
the New England area. 

Other chain deals set are the Glen 
Thompson circuit in Oklahoma and 
the Simons Amusement Co. in Utah. 
George W. Weeks, genera! sales mer. 
for Mono, has been covering the 
country personally to close numer- 
ous of his company’s deals himself, 


| fine 


Philly Faint; Bette 2d $16,000, 
Blackmail 7G, ‘Pup, ‘Name’ Sad 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12, 


With many potential customers 
spending their evenings with their 


ears glued to radio loud speakers, 
biz in downtown theatres is bogging 
down this week after a fairly good 
Labor Day week. A dearth of big- 
time product is a factor in keeping 
b.o. down. 


Only two-fisted draw is ‘Old Maid,’ 
which continues its sensational rec- 
ord and looks good for at least $16,- 
000 for its second session. It will be 
held over for a third canto. Only 
other films that continue to click are 
‘Oz,’ doing its fourth week down- 
town, and ‘Blackmail.’ 

Chief disappointments are ‘Under 
Pup,’ which is having a sad run 
despite reams of ballyhoo about 
Gloria Jean, and ‘In Name Only’ at 
the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Under Pup’ (U). Kind words by the 
crix plus beaucoup ballyhoo is fail- 
ing to lift this one into the black 
ink. Looks like a sad $9,000 for 
the week. Last week, ‘Shall Have 
Music’ (UA), likewise a disappoint- 
ment with only $13,000 for a 10-day 
run, 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)—‘Old 
Maid’ (WB) (2d wk). At least $16,- 
000 in store for the second stanza. 
Opener was strong for a cool $22,500. 
Will certainly go for a third ride. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57)—~ 
‘Carnival’ (UA) with Sammy Kaye's 
Orch. May hit $20,000. Last week, 
combo of ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) 
and Krupa and Haley was good for 
an even $23,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57)—‘Dust 
Destiny’ (WB). Par $15,000, but not 
up to expectations. Last week, 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) failed to ring 
the bell with only a bare $12,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)-—- 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d wk) (2d run). With 
four weeks downtown it’s still good 
for $5,000. First week at this house 
brought a forte $6,700. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-32-42)— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (3d run). Headed 
for a neat $5,700. Last week ‘Bach- 
elor Mother’ (RKO), brought $4,800 
for a third run showing. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO). Failing to live 
up to expectations. So-so $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) did a 
fair-to-middling $11,000 for its sec- 
ond week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G). Well suited to 
this blood-and-thunder house, and 
set for a nice $7,000. Last week, *To- 
morrow Comes’ (U) (2d wk), 
skimpy $4,100. 


HEDY-BOLES, 206, 
UPS 


Buffalo, Sept. 12. 

Combo of local Polish war reac- 
tion, infantile epidemic and Can- 
adian currency discount which cut 
somewhat into last stanza’s figures, 
appear out of this week's picture. 
Even Health Department ban bar- 
ring all children under 14 from the- 


atres, which is still in effect, isn't 
hurting much. 

‘Lady of Tropics’ surrounded by a 
fancy supporting bill is very big. 
‘In Name Only’ is spurting for a top 
figure while ‘Stanley and Living- 
stone’ (2d run), and second week of 
‘Golden Boy’ are neck and neck as 


| power items in the upper brackets. 


Estimateg for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Tropics’ (MG) plus John Boles and 
fashion show on stage. Getting a 
beautiful play and holding up to over 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Hotel 
Women’ (20th) and Eddy Duchin, 
came in with walloping $21,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO). Is _ spurting 
along to a nifty $10,000. Last week, 
‘Geste’ (Par), perked up to better 
than swell $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Stan- 
ley’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Chicken 
Wagon Family’ (20th). Looks to do 
sweet $7,500. Last week, ‘Citizen’ 
(Par) and ‘Feathers’ (UA) (2d run), 
weak $4,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Golden Boy’ (Col) (2d week) and 
‘Outside Walls’ (Col). Still sturdy. 
Over $7,500. Last week, ‘Golden 
Boy’ (Col) and ‘Parents Trial’ (Col), 
zoomed to brilliant $11,000. 

20th-Century (Basil-Dipson) (3.- 
000; 15-25)—‘She Married Cop’ (Rep) 
and ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep). Over $3.- 
500. Last week, ‘Colorado Sunset’ 
(Rep) and ‘Husbands Work’ (Rep), 
health ban on kids hit this program 
hard, $2,800. 
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Davis Hopkins Plump 216, Frisco; 


PICTURE GROSSES 
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Name,’ 2d, $12,500, Others So-So 


San Francisco, Sept. 12, 


‘Old Maid’ is the b.o. romper cur- 
rently, clicking $21,000 for the Fox 
theatre, which is terrific. Aided by 
the personal appearances from the 
Warner studios, ‘The Old Maid’ 
opened to smash biz. The stars did 
two personal appearances on open- 
ing day. They grabbed some free 
space in the dailies and a 15-minute 
spot for interviews over KGO, local 
NBC blue outlet. Warners are send- 
ing the stars on an eleven-day tour 
of coastal cities in connection with 
first day showings of ‘Old. Maid.’ 

Other newcomers on the street, 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ at the Paramount, 
and ‘Blackmail’ at the Warfield, are 

laying to so-so business. All of the 
so on the main stem will pick 
up a few extra dollars this week on 
Admission Day, a State holiday. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Old 
Maid’ (WB) and ‘Torchy Dynamite’ 
(WB). Opposish is rather mild this 
week, one of the most gratifying the 
Fox has had for some time. Although 
notices from the crix were mixed, 
women, particularly, have gone for 
‘Old Maid’ in a big way. Looks set 
for a $21,000 week. Last week, 
‘Geste’ (Par) and ‘Night Work’ (Par) 
nabbed the same. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
— Name Only’ (RKO) and vaude 
(3d wk). In the velvet at $12,500, 
which is remarkably good for a third 
week. Gate has the only stage show 
in town and gets the best play from 
the out-of-towners. Second week 
was $16,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
‘Golden Boy’ and ‘Prison Gates’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Run of ‘Golden Boy’ 
is being cut to two weeks, which is 
disappointing for a picture of this 
calibre. Final stint will be around 
$6,800. Last week, $10,500, which was 
considerably under expectations. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
— Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G). Will hit 
about $9,500, slow. Last week, 
‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) (2d wk), 
very good $9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470) 30-40) 
—Geste’ (Par) and ‘Night Work’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Will get $7,000 on 
the moveover, which is satisfactory. 
Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) (4th wk) 
and ‘Chan Treasure Island’ (20th) 
(4th wk), swell $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—Feathers’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Healthy $7,000 this week. Last week, 
very good $9,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Should Hus- 
bands Work?’ (Rep). An offish week 
at $11,000. Last week, ‘Angels 
Wash’ (WB) and ‘Miracles Sale’ 
(M-G), dropped to $10,000. 


‘Women’ Sock 1256, 
‘Geste’ $8,000, Denver 


Denver, Sept. 12. 

‘Women’ and ‘Spellbinder’ are 
proving a great combo at the Or- 
pheum, packing them in daily to a 
total of $12,500 and holding. 

‘Beau Geste’ at the Denham is also 
drawing standees and will have a 
total run of two weeks and a half. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Feathers’ (UA), after a week at the 
Denver. Plugging along to average 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) 
was strong at $5,000, after a week 
at each the Orpheum and Broad- 
way. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,024: 25-35-40) 
—Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Miracles 
Sale’ (M-G), after a week at the 
Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Rookie Cop’ 
(RKO), after a week at the Or- 
pheum, nice $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Geste” (Par), after three days 
last week. Big $8,000 and holding. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par), four 
days, after a week, finished excep- 
tionally strong, and with ‘Geste’ 
(Par) standing them up for three 
days, did $12,000—split about even. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Nice $9.000. 
a week, ‘Feathers’ (UA), fine $10,- 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
— Women’ (M-G) and ‘Spellbinder’ 
(RKO). Big $12,500 and holding. 
Last week, ‘Name Only’ (RKO) and 
‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G) were good at 
$10,000. 

: Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Quick 
Millions’ (20th). Strong $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Cow- 
ter back’ (WB), average 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Tum- 
bleweeds’ (Astor) and ‘Behind 
Prison Gates’ (Col). Fair $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th), after a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Forgotten Women’ (U), 
strong $2,500. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


(Based on 25 cities, 166 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Wear . - $1,664,500 

(Based on 26 cities, 160 theatres) 


Maid 166, Cincy, 
‘Boy’ Slow $9,000: 
War Boom Starts 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 


No squawk from exhibs, despite 
heat spell over the weekend, which 
set local record for past three years. 

Foreign war already is echoing 
boom percussions. A versatile man- 
ufacturing center, principally of 
machinery, Cincy is suddenly swing- 
ing into high production. Nabes, 
night spots and suburban cafes al- 
ready are picking up trade, a healthy 
omen for main-line pic parlors and 
general biz. 

‘Old Maid’ at the Albee is this 
week’s top-tugger for a biff mark. 
‘Golden Boy’ is a disappointer for 
the Palace and ‘Adventures of Sher- 
lock Holmes’ is a Shubert mildee. 
Latter house goes into vaudfilm Fri- 
day (15). 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Old 
Maid’ (WB). Great $16,000. Last 
week ‘Women’ (M-G), wham $17,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—‘Oz’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Good $5,000. Last 


| week (2d), big $8,700. With a house- 


, day run. 


record $16,000 for first week, hitting 
close to a whiz-bang $30,000 for 21- 
‘Rains Came’ (20th) opens 
Friday (15) for an indef stay. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Renegade Trail’ (Par) and ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (Par), split with ‘Bad 
Lands’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
Father’ (U). Normal $1,800. Same 
last week on ‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), 
first half ,and ‘Wong Chinatown’ 
(Mono) and ‘Smuggled Cargo’ (Rep). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Women’ (M-G) (2d run). Swell $6,- 
500. Last week ‘Name Only’ (RKO), 
moveover from Albee for second 
week, sad $3,500. 

Lyrie (RKQD) (1,400; 25-40)—‘TIron 
Mask’ (UA). Transferred from Pal- 
ace for second week. N.s.g. $3,600. 


Last week ‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d 
run}, fair $4,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 


‘Golden Boy’ (Col). Disappointing 
$9,000. Last week ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), 
nice $11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th). Tame $4,- 
000. Last week ‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d 
run-2d week), fair $3,500. Stand 
starts vaudfilm season Friday (15) 
with Jan Garber’s band as stage 
headliner. 


HUB SPOTS 


Boston, Sept. 12. 

‘Man in Iron Mask’ is most potent 
new entry here, while ‘Beau Geste’ 
and ‘Name Only’ won holdovers after 
bullish initial stanzas. Business good 
all over town as fall season gets un- 
der way. Managers figure radio- 
listening to war news has depre- 
ciated to slight proportions. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘News Night’ (20th) and ‘Zero Hour’ 
(Rep) plus vaude, three days; and 
‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) and ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (WB) (both 2d run), with 
‘Warning’ (Alliance), featured short, 
three days. Looks to attract $7,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Exile Express’ 
(GN) and ‘Bad Lands’ (RKO), plus 
vaude, four days; and ‘Kokomo’ 
(WB) and ‘Chan Reno’ (20th) (both 
2d run), three days, pleasing $8,100. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Every- 
body’s Baby’ (WB). Okay $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and 
‘Death Champion’ (Par), very good 
$6,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Name Only’ (RKO) and 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) (both 2d 
wk) with ‘March of Time’ (RKO) 
(Ist wk). Aiming at $15,500, dandy. 


First week, big $19,500. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 


(Par) and 


40-55 )—’Geste’ 


‘Quick | 


‘Feathers’ $3,800 Best 
In Dull Okla. City 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 12. 

Nothing special on the boards in 
the way of big grosses for this week. 
‘Four Feathers’ at the Criterion looks 
like leader, but with only so-so 
$3,800. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—Four Feathers’ (UA). So-so $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par), aver- 
age $4,200. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Torchy Dy- 
namite’ (WB). Looks like good 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Miracles Sale’ 
(M-G) and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Code Secret Service’ (WB) 
and ‘Bad Lands’ (RKO), good $2,600. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40 )— 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G). Mild $3,200. 


Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th), very 
good $4,400. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—‘Star 
Maker’ (Par). Good $900. Last 
week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB), good 
$1,000; both moveovers. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
‘Flight Midnight’ (Rep) and ‘Old 


Monterey’ (Rep), split with ‘Lady 
Vanishes’ (GB) and ‘Storm Bengal’ 


(Rep). Good $2,500. Last week, 
‘Man Couldn’t Hang’ (Col) and 
‘Konga’ (Col), split with ‘Should 


Husbands Work’* (Rep) and ‘Married 
Cop’ (Rep), nice $2,800. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-30)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d run). Good 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G), v.g. 
$2,800. 


146, 
K.C. CHIPS 


Kansas City, Sept. 12. 

Town is robust with good films 
currently and results are favorable 
at the bo. Among first runs only 
two new releases are offered, but 
holdovers in the Orpheum, Uptown 
and Esquire are noteworthy. 

‘The Women’ at the Midland is 
taking the numerical lead, although 
‘Beau Geste’ at the Newman is keep- 
ing stride on a percentage basis. 
Midland capacity overshadows any 
other house in town. ‘Geste’ came 
in Wednesday and certain to stay 
for 14 days. 

‘Stanley and Livingstone’ in two 
houses garnering strong returns and 
run likely to extend through 16 days 
to get two spots back n customary 
Friday opening day. ‘Each Dawn I 
Die’ at Orpheum more than holding 
its own for extra days. 

Tower bargain policy continues 
and patronage remains in about 
same vein as opening week. Taken 
as an indication house will develop 
its clique and can make its presen- 
tations on that basis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (820 and 
1,200; 10-25-40)—‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Run on this likely to extend 
to 16 days with pleasing $7,000 combo 
for final nine days, good, after open- 
ing week's $10,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573: 10-25-40) 
—Women’ (M-G) and ‘All Come 
Out’ (M-G) with Pete Smith short 
added. First feature being cordially 
received, but house has one of long- 
est of programs. Total in the vicinity 
of $14,000, very good. Last week, 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Coast Guard’ 
(Col), $11,500, exceeding expecta- 
tions. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Geste’ (Par). Broke in 


Wednesday (6). Going strong and 
certain to play two weeks. Opener 
at $9,500 brings this in among better 
figures in this house. Last week, 
‘Star Maker’ (Par) played out full 
second week for $5,300. 

O:.pheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-25-40) 
—Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Every- 
body’s Hobby’ (WB) (2d wk). Show- 
ing $5,000 to combine with first 
week’s pleasant $7,200. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)— 
‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) with three- 
;act vaude bill bolstered by house 
line, band and m.c. at $5,000 only 
slightly under past two weeks’ aver- 
age here. 


*o $6,800. 


Millions’ (20th) (2d wk). Tallying 
very good $16,500. First week, sock- 
eroo $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Coast 
Guard’ (Col). Standee biz over the 
weekend, with prospects of holdover. 
Headed for smash $19,000. Last week. 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour Girls’ 
(M-G), very good $16,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1.797; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Every- 
body’s Hobby’ (WB). Good $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
run) and ‘Death Champion’ 
(Ist run), $8.0090. 

Seollay (M&P) (2,538: 25-35-40-50) 
—Star Maker’ (Par) (3d wk) and 
‘Death Champion’ (Par) (2d wk), 
both on moveovers. Around $5.000. 
Last week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 
and ‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) (both 
2d run), $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3.600; 25-35-40-55) 


—Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Coast 
Guard’ (Col). Splendid $14,500 gait. 
'Last week, ‘Tropics’ (M-G) and 


‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G), $13,000. 


(2d | 
(Par) | 


Heat Beats L.A.; ‘Geste’ Terrif 
$70,000, Bette Big 24G 2 Spots, 
‘Boy Combo Wobbly at $13,400 


| 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$329,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘Blackmail’ -Vaude 
$16,500,D.C. Slow: 
Only 2 New Pix 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
With only two new shows in town 
and neither in the big dough, total 

b.o. looks slightly down this week. 
‘Blackmail’ at Capitol and ‘Dust Be 
My Destiny’ at Earle are putting 
two big vaude spots away out in 
front and running neck and neck. 
Best of the holdovers is ‘Wizard of 
Oz,’ which built over estimate last 


week and is holding beautifully. ‘In 
Name Only’ is giving strong second 
stanza to Keith’s, and two second 
runs, ‘Old Maid’ at Met and ‘Four 
Feathers’ at Columbia are comfort- 
ably tied at the smaller spots. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434, 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and vaude. No 
name flesh leaves it all up to the pic. 


Light opposition is helping toward | 


average $16,500. Last week, ‘Tropics’ 
(M-G) and vaude slipped slightly to 
average $17,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 25-40)— 
‘Feathers’ (UA) (2d run). Back 
downtown after week upstreet and 
will see good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d run, strong 
$5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and vaude. It’s 
all up to the pic, and exploitation is 


paying off with good $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Golden Boy’ (Col), okay 
$15,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)— 


‘Name Only’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Hold- 
ing to good $7,500. Last week, nice 


$11,500. 
Met (WB) (1,600: 25-40)—‘Old 
| Maid’ (WB) (2d run). Back on 


mainstem after two good weeks at 
Earle and looking toward strong 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Indianapolis’ 
(WB) built unexpectedly to good 
$4,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)—‘Oz’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Nice $9,500. Last 
week, good $17,500. 


‘Boy’ 146, ‘Women’ 
$13,500, ‘Maid’ 136, 
Building Prov. B. 0. 


Providence, Sept. 12. 

Turnstiles are playing a merrier 
tune and are giving main stemmersa 
taste of returning autumn biz. 

Close run for top honors is being 
made by ‘Golden Boy’ at Strand, ‘Old 
Maid’ as Majestic, and ‘Women’ at 
Loew’s State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 25-35-50) 


| ‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Unexpected 


Last week, ‘Stole Million’ | 
(U) and vaude, helped by holiday | 


| Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Man Dared‘ (WB) } 


| 


| 


Father’ (U). Stiff competish limit- 
ing this pair to weak $4000. Last 
week, ‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Girl 
Mexico’ (RKO), good $6,200. 


50)—Tropies’ (M-G) and ‘Woman! 
Judge’ (Col) (2d run). Paced at 
average $3,200. Last week. ‘Each 


(2d run), good $3,500. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000: 25-35-40)— 


vaude. Helping house to 
$6.500. Last week. ‘Angels 
(WB) and vaude, ditto. 

Majestie (Fay) (2,200: 25-35-40)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Everybody’s 
Hobby’ (WB). Spurting along to 
sock $13.000. Last week, ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Torchy Dyna- 
mite’ (WB), fair $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Trapped Sky’ 
(Col). Hefty $13,500. Last week. 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Woman Judge’ 
(Col), nice $12,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Should Hus- 
bands Work’ (Rep). Attracting 
plenty coin for big $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Heri- 
tage Desert’ (Par), pulled in bang- 
up $14,000 in 11-day run, 


Wash’ 


‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th) and) 
average | 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 


| Past week was the hottest of tha 
| year, with a temperature of 95 on 
| Sunday driving thousands to the 
| beaches, 

| ‘Beau Geste’ is piling up big take 
/at the downtown Paramount, head- 
ing for better than $20,000 gross, 
which is terrific for straight sound. 
Rest of town has brisk competition, 
with ‘Old Maid’ at WB Downtown 
'and Hollywood; ‘Golden Boy’ at the 
RKO and Pantages, and ‘Lady of 
Tropics’ at the State-Chinese. 

‘Oz’ continues to display excep- 
tional strength at Carthay Circle 
while ‘Four Feathers’ gets three 
more weeks at Four Star before 


|making way (29) for ‘Hollywood 
| Cavaleade,’ 
Moveover of ‘The Women’ re- 


sulting in exceptionally strong takes 
at the Wilshire and United Artists. 
| Estimates for This Week 

| Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 30- 
| 40-55 )—‘Oz’ (M-G) (4th week). With 
juve patronage about one-third of 
total, house is geared for substantial 
profit. Looks like $3,000 currently 
after holiday week surprised with 
| brisk $5,900. Folds Thursday (14). 

| Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30 - 40-55 -75)—‘Lady of Tropics’ 


(M-G) and ‘6.000 Enemies’ (M-G) 
dual. Poor $8,500. Last week, 
‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘News Made 


Night’ (20th), big $18,700, including 
$2,200 garnered at premiere per- 
formance. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Old Maid’ (WB). Heading 


| for nice $11,500, and will hold. Last 
| week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d week), 


, neat $8,900. 


Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40- 
55)-—‘Feathers’ (UA) (4th week). 
| Slipped slightly but excellent at 


| $3,200. Third week big $5,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Old Maid’ (WB). Neat $12,500. 
Last week, holdover ‘Each Dawn’ 
(WB) fair $6,000. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,280: 30-40- 
| 55)—Boy Friend’ (20th) and ‘Mira- 
cles for Sale’ (M-G) dual and 
| vaudeville. Some slight improve- 
| ment with around $7,200 the answer, 
Last week, ‘Mutiny on Elsinore’ 
(AB) and ‘Chan in Reno’ (20th), not 
very hot, $6,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and ‘Five Little 
Peppers’ (Col) dual. Despite heavy 
campaign, can’t see over a weak 
$6.700. Last week, ‘Name Only’ 
(RKO) and ‘Could Not Hang’ (Col) 
(2d week), fair $6,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Geste’ (Par) and ‘Hero for Day’ 
(U) dual. Amassed $3,800 on open- 


| ing day, biggest Thursday biz in his- 


|'tory of house under policy. Will 
| pass the $20,000 mark, big for straight 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ 
| (Par) and ‘Exile Express’ (GN). on 
| nine-day holdover very big $13.500. 

| RKO (2,872: 30-40-55) —‘Golden 
| Boy’ (Col) and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col) 
|dual. Disappointing $6.700. Last 
| week, ‘Name Only’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col), neat $5,- 
| 600 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
'75)—‘Lady of Tropics (M-G) and 
‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) dual. Not so 
| hot at $10,500. Last week. ‘Women’ 
(M-G) and ‘News at Night’ (20th) 
big $18,000, near house record for 


| year. 

| United Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 
40-55) —‘Women’ M-G) and ‘News 
Made Night’ (20th). dual. Doing well 
on moveover and will probably hold 

, for second stanza at this house with 
big $5,500 on initial seven days. Last 
week, ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and 

| ‘Moto Vacation’ (20th). so-so $3.000. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
65)— ‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘News 
|! Night’ (20th) dual. Hitting strong 


pace on moveover for likely $9.90, 
and nrobably holds. Last week. ‘Ho-« 
tel Women’ (20th) and ‘Moto Vaca- 


| tion’ (20th), satisfactory $5.800. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 25-35- | ———— 


Weatherman’s Been Kind 


So Far to Drive-In Films 


With a break from the weather- 
man, drive-in theatres throughout 
the eastern and southern section of 
the United States have experienced 
a generally satisfactory season. Most 
of them intend remaining open until 
October, the weather of course de- 
termining the exact date for the cold 
spell hiatus. 


New York metropolitan sector’s 
only sit-in-your-car-and-look spot, at 
Valley Stream, L. I., was unveiled 
last summer and is now preparing 
for the windup of its first complete 
season. Owner Max Rothstein, is 
understood fairly well pleased with 
the operation of the 12%-acre plot, 
although his only product has been 
last-run Columbia, RKO and Uni- 
versal. Capacity is 700-800 cars at 


per person, 
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12 VARIETY 


FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1939 


THE RAINS CAME 


%th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck’'s 
production; associate producer, Harry Joe 


Brown. Stars Myrna Loy, Tyrone Power, 
George Brent. Directed by _ Clarence 
Erown. From Louis Bromfield’s novel; 


ecreenplay by Philip Dunne, Julien Joseph- 


gon; musical score, Alfred Newman; cam- 
era. Arthur Miller, Fred Sersen (special 
effects); editor, Barbara McLean. At 
Roxy, N. Y., week Sept. 8 '389 Running 
time, 100 MINS. 

Lady Edwina Esketh............Myrna Loy 
Major Rama ».-Tyrone Power 
Tom George Brent 
Fern Brenda Joyce 
Lord Albert Esketh........-e8:. Nigel Bruce 
Maharani...............Maria Ouspenskaya 
Mr. Bannerjee.........- Joseph Schildkraut 
Miss MacDaid.............+..-eMary Nash | 


} 


| are the frame against which an in- 
'nocuous melodramatic yarn is told. 
This production from the Samuel 
| Goldwyn studios seems strangely 
‘unsuited to the temper of current 
| audiences, tense with misgivings of 
today’s world events, It will have 
'to depend strongly on the star's 
| draw. 

As a vehicle for Cooper, ‘Real 
|Glory’ offers him a chance to per- 
‘form some unusual feats of gallan- 
‘try, over a wide terrain. He is 
probably the busiest medical officer 
ithe army ever produced. And he 
' takes all his assignments in his long 
| stride, ranging from individual 
dashes into the enemy forests, the 


Aunt Phoebe (Mrs, Smiley). | care of hundreds of dying civilians, 


Mrs. Rambexu 
Rev. Homer Smiley........- 

Maharajah. H. B. 

Lily Hoggett-Egburry...Laura Hope Crews | 
Raschid Ali Khan..........-. William Royle | 
General Keith..............Montague Shaw 
Rev. Elmer Simon..--+...e++- Harry Hayden | 
Jo&in, the Abner Biberman | 
Mrs. Bannerjee.......+e+-- Mara Alexander | 
Mr. 


‘The Rains Came’ is a big box- 
office picture. Its assets comprise a 
combination of ingredients’ that, 
range from marquee power to a well 
publicized best seller. It also has_ 
the advantage of a new locale. _ 

Liberties have been taken with 


the original novel, resulting — in 
switching some of the original 
characterizations or intent, but! 


under existing production code re- 
strictions, and to conform with the 
mass market of film entertainment, 
it emerges as a competent job. For 
the b.o. purpose intended, it’s highly 
effective. 

True, Myrna Loy’s Lady Esketh 
isn’t the trollop of the original. 
True, the romantic Major (Dr.) 
Rama Safti (Power) was more of a 
symbol of the new India, in the book, 
than a triangular link, as in this 
film. True, also, that the romantic 
antics by the stellar trio and Brenda 
Joyce (opposite Brent), and the 
tropical earthquake that well nigh 
wrecks the mythical domain of 
Ranchipur, India, are more Zanuck 
than Bromfield. But it is good 
cinematurgy. 

Newcomer Brenda Joyce, cast as 
the daughter of social-climbing mis- 
sionaries, rings the bell throughout 
with a consistent performance as a 


Henry ‘Travers | and finally the military command of 
Warner) the beseiged settlement. 


En route, 
romantic interest is established with 
the daughter of his ailing captain. 

Film is taken from a novel by 
Charles L. Clifford, and was whipped 
into screenplay form by Jo Swerling 
and Robert R. Presnell, who ex- 
pended their ingenuity in creating a 
series of revolting scenes of savage 
warfare. Reports that the present 
Philippine government objected to 
incidents which are said to have re- 
flected on the courage of native 
troups are unsupported by any ac- 
tion in the completed version. In 
fact, the native constabulary puts on 
a good fight against a savage tribe, 
once the U.S. Army command gives 
the ‘go’ signal. 

Individual performances are up to 
the opportunities of the script. An- 
drea Leeds is an attractive American 
girl, who is on a visit to the isolated 
army post when insurrection breaks 
loose. David Niven and Broderick 
Crawford extract some numor from 
their characterizations as fighting 
men, and Reginald Owen adds real- 
ism as the post captain. Lesser parts 
are taken by Kay Johnson, Russell 
Hicks, Vladimir Sololoff and Roy 
Gordon. ‘ 

There is pictorial evidence that 
much thought and expense went into 
the location scenes. Production was 
supervised by Robert Riskin. Flin. 


HONEYMOON IN BALI 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, Sept. 9. 


Paramount release of Jeff Lazarus pro- 


forthright romantic adolescent, stuck 
on George Brent. Latter is the 
wastrel, of good British family, who 
has been dawdling in Ranchipur for | 
years on an art assignment. His | 
best friend is the enlightened young | 
Dr.-Major Rama Safti, who is blind 
to any romantic deviations, in_ his 
intensive medical duties, until Miss 
Loy comes on the scene. She is 
visiting the native maharajah (H. B. 
Warner) with her boor of a husband 
(overplayed by Nigel Bruce). Lat- 
ter’s surliness and general deport-. 
ment ill-fitted the role of Lord 
Esketh. 

Maria Ouspenskaya, as the mahar- 
ani, makes her chore outstanding, 
although never quite clinching the 
part. It calls for all the tragic 
earnestness with which the Russe | 
character actress endows the assign: | 
ment, yet she never quite jells, | 
physiologically, with the role. It's | 
this lack of conviction that makes | 
some of the bits, on basic his- | 
trionic values, eclipse some of the | 
jucier roles. Mary 


| Edward 


duction, Stars Fred MacMurray, Made- 
leine Carroll and Allan Jones. Directed by 
H. Griffith. Screenplay by Vir- 
ginia Van Upp, based on stories by Grace 
Sartwell Mason and Katharine’ Brush: 
camera, Ted Tetzlaff; editor, Eda Warren; 
asst. director, Roland Asher; process pho- 
tography, Farciot Edouart. Previewed at 


Westwood Village, Sept. 8, °39. Running 
time, 85 MINS, 

Gail Allen..... eccccsccee. Madeleine Carroll 
The Window Washer........-: Akim Tamiroff 
Miss Lorna Smith...... Broderick 
Wortane Teller. .---Astrid Allwyn 
Store Detective.......William B. Davidson 


‘Honeymoon in Bali’ is an infec- 
tiously sparkling comedy-drama that 
will click substantially in the regu- 
lar runs, carrying holdover poten- 
tialities for the de luxe houses. 
Smartly set up, with sophisticated 
dialog, it still is broad enough to 


Nash, Mariorie provide spontaneous entertainment 


Rambeau, Jane Darwell and War- | for general adult audiences. Starring 


ner are among those. And Miss 


| trio of Madeleine Carroll, Fred Mac- 


Joyce more than sustains the build-| Murray and Allan Jones provides 
up and opportunity accorded her by | hefty marquee dressing, aided by an 
the studio, which is grooming its | €xploitation title of wide possibili- 
18-year old Los Angeles high school | ties to get the picture away to good 


‘find’ for possible fast company. 


openings. Word-of-mouth will build 


Clarence Brown’s direction nicely | further, while picture is ideally set 
paces the contrasts of Indian poten- | UP_to catch femme matinee trade. 


tate atmosphere in the maharajah’s | 


palace with the poverty that is basi- 
cally Mother India’s. The thematic 
rains that come and go are nicely 
interlarded with the Dunne-Joseph- 


son screen transcript of the Brom- | 


ficld book. The simple heroics fol- 
lowing the auake are more effective 
than the earth-rendering seavences 
themselves. On montage, Fred Ser- 


sen rates a bow for his special effects. | 


Abel. 


THE REAL GLORY 


United Artists release of Samuel Goldwyn 


production; associate producer, Robert | 
Riskin, Stars Gary Cooper; features 
Andrea Leeds, David Niven, Reginald 
Owen, Broderick Crawford, Kay Jobnson, 
Directed by Henry Hathaway; associate 
director, Richard Talmadge; asst. director, 


Eddie Bernqudy. Screenplay by Jo Swerl- 
ing and Robert R. Presnell; from novel by | 


Charles L. Clifford; musical director, 
Alfred Newman; camera, Ralph Mate; 
special effects, R. O. Binger and Paul 
Eagler; editor, Daniel Mandell. Previewe 


in Projection Room, N. Y., Sept. i2, °39. 

Running time, 95 MINS. 

Alipang..... etsu Komai 

Gordon 


The Kolker 

Gary Cooper is back in uniform 
in ‘The Real Glory,’ this time as a 
U.S. Army lieutenant in the medical 
corps, stationed at some remote spot 
called Fort Mysang, in the Philip- 
pines. The time is 1906, when 
American expeditionary troops were 
evacuating, and native command 
was taking over the newly won pos- 
sessions. Moro uprisings, guerrilla 
warfare, cholera epidemics and 
fancy exhibitions of inhuman cruelty 


| scintillating 


Title does not fit the picture, al- 
that’s a minor handicap 
| which will be overlooked by the cus- 
|tomers. Original release handle, 


|‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ was dis- | 


| carded a few weeks ago when Made- 
| leine Carroll tangled in a divorce 

suit. Paramount sidestepped possi- 
| bility of critic wisecracks aimed at 
|relation of picture title and star’s 
| private life. 

Story is of familiar pattern, not 
| particularly new in basic formula. 
| But it is lifted to high status by 
|} continual display of sparkling and 
dialog and _ situations 
that make for some grand fun along 
the route. 

Madeleine Carroll is the directing 


| head of a swank Fifth Avenue store, 


determined to prevent romance from 


| interfering with her successful busi- 


ness career. Fred MacMurray, in 
town from Bali, proceeds on a de- 
termined campaign to break down 
her resistance. He is elementally 
matter-of-fact and confidently vigor- 
ous in his maneuvers to capture her. 
They swing around night spots mod- 
erately; she runs away to Nassau to 
escape his amorous overtures; and 
, later he returns to Bali to marry the 
| daughter of his boss. Miss Carroll 
follows, but returns to New York 
immediately when she discovers the 
pending ceremony. But MacMurray 
soon follows, unmarried and avail- 
able for the final clinch, 

Women will delight in Miss Car- 
roll’s fairly successful counter-at- 
tack against the male intrusion into 
her life, and will get full compensa- 
, tion when she capitulates. There’s 
| plenty of entertainment for the men 
,in the dialog, which allows individ- 
/ual interpretation of innuendos ap- 
‘parent in the lines throughout. 
| Miss Carroll acquits herself most 
,favorably as the gal intent on a busi- 
|ness career who finally falls for the 
| romantic substitute. MacMurray is 
iself-assured and hard-to-get when he 


Miniature Keviews 


‘The Rains Came’ (20th). 
Strong film entry of big box- 
office calibre, with Loy-Power- 
Brent for the marquee. 

‘Real Glory’ (Goldwyn-UA). 
Adventure meller stars Gary 
Cooper. Latter must shoulder 
its b.o. draught. 

‘Honeymoon in Bali’ (Par). 
Excellent comedy-drama with 
Madeleine Carroll, Fred Mac- 
Murray and Allan Jones starred, 

‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA). 
Farce comedy with plenty of 
laughs indicates good biz for all 
types of audiences. 

‘Blackmail’ (M-G). Good pro- 
gram melodrama as supporter in 
key duals. 

‘Hero for a Day’ (U). Light- 
weight filler for the subsequent 
duals. 

‘Tropic Fury’ (U). Mild jungle 
thriller, light on interest and 
marquee rating. Lower dualer. 


is certain his campaign has borne 
fruit. Allan Jones, as constant suitor 
of Miss Carroll, is adequate, and he 
sings one operatic number to demon- 
strate he is a star with the Met. 

Akim Tamiroff has a well-defined 
comedy role as a window washer 
who advises Miss Carroll on her 
selection of clothes and men. Al- 
though brief, his appearances at 
start and finish are easily highlights 
of a capable supporting cast. Caro- 
lyn Lee is a cute four-year-old 
youngster who asks many embar- 
rassing auestions at wrong moments, 
while Helen’ Broderick qualifies 
nicely as author-companion to Miss 
Carroll. 

Osa Massen makes her American 
screen debut (claimed to have made 
two pictures in Denmark) with more 
than passing success. She has per- 
sonality and dramatic ability that 
rates opportunity for a chance at 
featured roles in the future. Others 
in brief appearances include Astrid 
Allwyn, Bennie Bartlett and Fritzi 
Brunette. 

Direction by Edward H. Griffith 
swings into a zippy pace at the out- 
set, and carries along at generally 


favorable tempo throughout. Picture 


{lags in the final two reels, due to 


| 


either story inability to maintain 
pace set previously or too close 
editing. Script provides many op- 
portunities for laughs at smartly 
borderline cracks and innuendos. 

Picture has been given fullest ad- 
vantage of* production facilities and 
mounting. Camera work is top- 
notch rating; ditto the special effects 
and sound. 


Housekeeper’s Daughter 
Hollywood, Sept. 10. 


United Artists release of Hal Roach pro- 
duction, Stars Joan Bennett, Adolphe 
Menjou, John Hubbard. Directed by Hal 
Roach, Screenplay by Rian James and 
Gordon Douglas; based on novel by Donaid 
Henderson Clarke; camera, Norbert Bro- 
dine; photographic effects, Roy Seawright; 
editor, William Ziegler; asst. director, Ber- 
nard Carr; musical director, Lud Gluskin, 


Previewed at Westwood Village, Sept. 9, 
‘39. Running time: 8L MINS, 

Deakon Adolphe Menjou 
Handal). 0000066064 John Hubbard 
Ed O’Malley....... William Gargan 
Donald Meek 
BIOVG. Mare Lawrence 
Professor Hyams 


Here is a broad farce which many 


times bubbles over into burlesque of | 


the early Mack Sennett and Harold 
Lloyd eras. It’s a smacko laugh 
generator that will roll up most sat- 
isfactory biz in the regular runs. 


Elemental in its comedy content, it’s 


| groove, 


a cinch for the family houses and 
general audiences. 

Picture is rather confusing at the 
start, and takes time to get in the 
After initial two reels—in 


| Which characters are played straight 


—it swings into broadest farce situa- 
tions, with slapstick no small part 
of its setup. It achieves its aim 
towards laughs without difficulty, 
and generates a razzle-dazzle pace to 
a whirlwind finish, 

Critics may tab it as hokey and 
corny, but it’s top laugh entertain- 
ment. Hal Roach, who personally 
directed, dug back into the hand- 
book on silent co: ~* technique 
and brought out some nifties to 
piece together here. 

Story is not important. The added 
dressing draped on it is what puts 
it over. Joan Bennett, after a fling 
as member of Marc Lawrence’s 
racketeering gang, returns to mother 
(Peggy Wood), who is housekeeper 
for a rich family. John Hubbard, 
scion of the millionaire fossil hunter, 
takes a whirl at newspaper report- 
ing. As a cub, he provides leads to 
solve a murder mystery which in- 
volves Lawrence. Latter has his 
henchmen threaten Hubbard, and 
finally attempts to beat up the latter 
are* tried unsuccessfully. Adolphe 
Menjou and William Gargan, ace re- 
porter and photog, respectively, get 
in the center of things with both on 
the make for Miss Bennett. 

When all of the principals are 
brought together in Hubbard’s home 


the murder mystery is solved and 
'the Lawrence gang rounded up. This 


leaves the natural romantic fadeout 
between Hubbard and Miss Bennett. 

When it once gets moving, picture 
is a crazy-quilt of laughable situa- 
tions, with just enough suspense 
tossec in to mix things up. Cast ap- 
parently caught the spirit of infec- 
tious fun, for shortly after the open- 
ing everything goes. Romeo inclina- 
tions of Menjou and Gargan provide 
some hilarious moments. Old bur- 
lesque routine of one caught court- 
ing and hiding under the sofa while 
the other tears him to pieces ver- 
bally gets across in a big way. 

Extended sequence in which in- 
ebriated Menjou and Gargan wage 
a battle on the roof with Roman 
candles and skyrockets is entirely 
slapstick in setup, but it clicks as 
the highspot of the picture. Menjou 
and Gargan are excellent as the re- 
porter-photog team, displaying po- 
tentialities for opportune teaming in 
future pictures. 

Joan Bennett, wearing a_ brunet 
wig, parades throughout as a cold 
and calculating character. Detracts 
from plausibility of romantic inter- 
ludes with Hubbard, but this is a 
minor shortcoming. Hubbard is 
okay in his first real screen oppor- 
tunity. Studio claims he was dis- 
covered after playing two bits in 


Allen. 

Donald Meek as the pint-sized 
editor registers, as does Peggy Wood 
2s Miss Bennett’s mother. Mare 
Lawrence is aé_ typical gangster 
leader, while George E. Stone is ex- 
cellent as the weakling psychopathic 
case who handed out poison potions 
in cups of coffee, 

‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ is a 
wacky farce, not to be taken serious- 
ly, and audiences will accept it on 
that basis. Picture is due for profit- 
able biz up and down the line. 


BLACKMAIL 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of John 
Considine, Jr,. production; associate pro- 
ducer, Albert E, Levoy, Stars Edward G, 
Robinson; features Ruth Hussey, Gene 
Lockhart and Bobs Watson. Directed by 


H. C. Potter. Screenplay by Dave Hertz 
and William Ludwig; story by Endre 
Bohem and Dorothy Yost; camera, Clyde 
De Vinna; editor, Howard O'Neill; sec- 
ond unit director, Cherles Dorian. Pre- 
viewed at Westwood Village, Sept. 6, ’39. 


Running time, 80 MINS, 


‘Blackmail’ starts and finishes with 
spectacular oil well fires. In be- 
tween there’s some lusty and action- 
ful melodrama, with moderate tinc- 
ture of a wife’s loyalty and sacrifice. 
Picture is a good programmer that 
will supply adequate support in the 
dualers and get attention in the 
action houses. The family circuit 
will accept it as sufficient entertain- 
ment for a suspenseful evening. 

After giving promise of being a 
good story, script forgets all about its 
original background to take Edward 
G. Robinson back to a chain gang 
camp to complete a sentence. This 
sequence, which 
middle of the picture, is realistically 
|Zraphic in its display of physical 
| brutality and mental torture. The 
| chain gang disclosures, however, may 


| ences. 

| Robinson rehabilitates himself af- 
ter escape from a chain gang. Pros- 
| pering as head of an oil well fire- 
| fighting business in Oklahoma, he’s 
|a staid and happy family man. Gene 
| Lockhart strolls into town, and after 
| confessing to Robinson he committed 
| the crime for which Robinson was 
| sentenced, offers to sign a confession 
| for a price. Lockhart double-crosses 
Robinson, who goes back to serve his 
| sentence, while former acquires an 
| Oil well and cash as part of his black- 
mail plot. 

Tortured in the chain gang, and 
| discovering his wife and son are 
| destitute while Lockhart 

wealth from the oil well, Robinson 
|}escapes. Making his way back to 
| his home town, Robinson fires the 


| 
| 
| 


|force a confession of his 
crime and recent blackmail. 


steady flow. Direction aids in main- 
taining suspense. The oil well fire- 
fighting is a new background for 


pictures under handle of Anthony | : : 
}to steam up human interest in the 


' contest. 


John R. Ingram....... Edward G. Robinson 
Helen --... Ruth Hussey 
Moose McCarithy........... Guinn Williams 


runs through the} 


enjoys | 


HERO FOR A DAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro 
duction, Features Anita Louise, Dick 
Foran, Charley Grapewin, Directed by 
Harold Young, Screenplay by Harold 
Buchman; fwom original by Matt Taylor: 
camera, John Boyle, Previewed at Paras 
mount, I. A., Sept. 5, '39. Running time: 
65 MINS, 


Sylvia Higgins.............:.,Anita Louise 


Prank Charley Grapewin 
COACR Samuel S, Hinds 


Strictly a filler for the duals, 
parading an obvious and _iiiconse- 


| 


| —it 
| That 


| stuff. 


quential story which takes advantage 
of trite situations. It’s a low budget 
programmer, not done well, and with 
many faults. Script is innocuous, 
and dialog is elemental. 

‘Hero for a Day’ endeavors to 
demonstrate that the cocky and self- 
satisfied grid heroes do not all make 
successes of their lives. Charley 
Grapewin, all-American of 35 years 
ago, is a nightwatchman for a con- 
struction job. When his alma mater 
plays a_ post-season game, he’s 
plucked by the publicity generators 


It’s all rather confusing, 
but the old grad collapses when his 
team wins in the closing minutes of 
the game. 

Attempts at both comedy and 
drama are ineffectual, and stock 
shots used for the football game mis- 
match by a mile. Seems crowd 
scenes of the stands were selected 
from stadia located all the way from 
Los Angeles to New York. Looks 
like about five different grid bowls 
were used to get the proper crowds. 
Mostly stock shots for the game, 
with one scene reversed to make the 
play go the proper way, and numer- 
als on jerseys backwards. 

Dick Foran tries hard as the foot- 
ball star, but is submerged by ma- 
terial and direction. Same goes for 
Anita Louise, the romantic interest, 
and Grapewin. Miss Louise, sup- 
posedly a stenog, parades a clothes 
wardrobe that would do justice to a 
film star. 

Picture was turned out early last 
spring, seemingly kept on the shelf 
waiting to release during the foot- 
ball season. Delay cannot help to 
give it any more than filler attention 
in houses where patrons are not too 
concerned with the secondary fea- 
ture. 


TROPIC FURY 


Tniversal release of Ben Pivar produce 


tion. Stars Richard Arlen, Andy Devine; 
teatures Beverly Roberts, Samuel S, Hinds, 
Lupita Tovar. Directed by Christy 
Cabanne, Sereenplay, Michael Simmons; 
original story, Maurice Tombragel, Hen 
Pivar; camera, Jerry Ash, At Rialto, 
N. Y., Sept. 7, °39. Running time: ¢2 
MINS, 

JUGItH Beverly Roberts 
Decter Charles Trowbridge 
Adia Kuznetzof? 
Thomas Stone 


The usual potboiler about the in- 


|trepid sleut yho travels up a jungle 
;not be accepted by southern audi- | 


river to save the beeootiful gal from 
the slimy clutches of the lecherous 
villain, ‘Tropic Fury’ is obviously a 
low-budget offering for the duals, 
Even on that modest basis, however, 
itll require a strong running mate, 
for it’s weak on entertainment and 
name rating. 

One thing can be said for the film 
affords a sketchy idea about 
rubber production in the tropics. 
should give it about half a 
point instructional rating. But other- 
wise the picture is pretty tepid 
Stereotype yarn has a few 


|mild laughs, but lacks suspense or 


a moving climax. Direction is com- 
monplace and the settings scarcely 
sugzest authentic jungle atmosphere. 

Considering the limitations of the 


| script and production, there’s noth- 
| re; | ing much to say about the players. 
| well to get Lockhart out of hiding to| Richard Arlen gives a straight, if 


original | perfunctory performance, as 


dramatic action, and resultingly in- | 


| teresting. Chain gang camp se- 
quences point up brutality and men- 


| tal collapse of prisoners too graph- | 


| ically to fit into the composite whole. 
That’s the major drawback. 

Robinson provides a_ vigorous 
characterization as the innocent vic- 
tim of Lockhart’s conniving and cun- 
ning. Lockhart is excellent as the 
nemesis. Ruth Hussey advances 
several notches up the film ladder 
with a most sympathetic and under- 
standing portrayal of the loyal wife. 
Bobs Watson is okay as their child, 
while Guinn Williams provides many 
light moments as the two-fisted as- 
sistant of Robinson in the fire-eating 
business, 


HOPE CHECKS IN 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Bob Hope has reported at Para- 
mount for ‘Road to Singapore.’ Other 
leads are Bing Crosby and Dorothy 
Lamour, 
He just got back from a hasty trip 
to and exit from England, 


part, 


the 
Rover Boy hero who saves the gal 


Dramatic episodes are neatly set| from a fate worse than death. Andy 
up, and dovetail into a smooth and | Devine offers a capable repetition of 


previous comedy jobs, while Beverly 
Roberts is acceptable as the clear- 
eyed heroine. Lou Merrill, from 
radio, does an accented character 
while Lupita Tovar is a golden- 
hearted native girl, and Samuel S. 
Hinds and Charles Trowbridge pro- 
vide adequate support. Hobe. 


Reprise Hoiden, Stanwyck 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
William Holden and Barbara Stan- 
wyck, topline duo of ‘Golden Boy,’ 
will be bracketed again by Columbia 
after Holden, on loan to Warners, 
completes ‘Invisible Stripes.’ 
He returned today (Tues.) from 
a personals tour east and midwest. 


Romero as ‘Cisco Kid’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Cesar Romero gets the top role in 
‘The Adventurer,’ first of the new 
20th-Fox ‘Cisco Kid’ series. 
, Marjorie Weaver draws the femme. 
ead. 
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Keep On Your Toes With 
JOHN GARFIELD 


PRISCILLA LANE 


‘DUST BE 
MY DESTINY’ 


Alan Hele> Frank McHugh BillyHalop 
P Directed by Lewis Seiler 
Screen Play by Robert Rossen » From a Novel 
by Jerome Odlum .- A First National Picture 
JACK L. WARNER , HAL B. WALLIS 
in Charge of Production Executive Producer 


LOUIS F. EDELMAN 


Associate Producer 


4 
| 
4 
& 
é 4 
% 
x 
SR 
> 4 
j 3 Bee 
4 
| 
| 
| and 
] | 
| | 


14 VARIETY 


Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1939 


PICTURES 


th Passes Divvy on Common Due 
To European War; Col., Pathe Profits 


Because of present uncertainty of 
revenue from foreign markets, 20th- 
Fox directors last Thursday (7) de- 
cided it would not be wise to de- 
clare any dividend on the common 
stock at this time. 
clared the usual 37}2c. 
divvy on the preferred, | 
Sept. 30 to stock on record, Sept. 18. 

Company already has paid $1 on 
the common thus far this year. 

Col.’s $2,046 Net 

Columbia Pictures net profit, re- 
ported last Thursday (7), was only 
$2,046 for the company’s fiscal year 
ending July 1, as compared with 
$183.392 for comparable 12 months 
ending June 25, 1938. Company re- 
ported gross income from rentals 
and sales of films and accessories at 
$19.413,794 which was approximately 
$700,000 below the year ending in 
June, 1938, when they were listed as 
$20,101,699. 

Despite company economies in 
several divisions and saving of $262,- 
101 in cash dividends on the com- 
mon (only stock divvys were shown 
in 12-month report ending last July 
1), this difference never was Over- | 
come in adding up the net profit. 
Columbia also paid out $61,979 for, 
interest on 444% sinking fund de- 
bentures for the past fiscal year as 
compared with approximately $2,000. 
paid in the preceding 12 months. 

Company actually trimmed its 
miscellaneous deductions, including | 
profit and loss on foreign exchange, 
interest expense, etc., by about $50,- 
000 to $21,753 in the paw fiscal year. 


quarterly 
payable 


Columbia showed earned surplus | 
venga in N. Y. 


on July 1 this year of $3,748,639 as 
against $4,098,680 earned surplus on 
June 25, 1938. In listing $259,347 for 
contingencies, the company noted 
that this does not include provision 
for possible losses which may arise 
as result of present disturbed world 
conditions. 
Pathe’s $35,310 Net 


Pathe Film Corp. and subsid com- 
panies last week reported profit of | 
$35,310 for six months ending June | 
30 last, indicating that the compa. y 
will wind up the present year with 
net profit of $70,000 or more. Com- 
pany actually showed a loss from its 
film developing, rentals and printing | 
sales of $27,997, but showed a profit, 
after including dividends of $70,056, | 
virtually all coming from Du Pont | 
Film Mfg. Co. Pathe Film owns 35% | 
of common stock in that company. | 


Operating income totaled $173,477, | 
but cost of sales, operating and other 
expenses left Pathe in the red for , 
the first six months this year. 


Pathe made note that Du Pont 
Film net rose nearly $200,000 to 
$826,000 for the first six months. 

Paramount board yesterday after- 
noon (Tues.) voted dividend of $1.50 | 
on first preferred stock and l5c on) 
its second preferred shares. Payable 
Oct. 2 to holders of record Sept. 22. 

Western Electric directors declared | 
a dividend of 75c on common stock 
yesterday (Tues.). Divvy is payable | 
Sept. 30 to stock on record Sept. 22. 


NETTER, GOLDENSON’S 
0.0. OF PAR HOUSES 


Leon Netter, general manager of 
the Paramount theatre department, 
left today (Wed.) for Buffalo, first 
stop he will make in a comprehen- ! 
sive tour to contact Par partners and | 
operators in the field concerning | 
policy, present problems, etc., grow- | 
ing out of war as well as local condi- 
tions. E. Paul Phillips, Par’s realty | 
head, accompanies as far as Buffalo. | 

On Monday (11) Leonard Golden- | 
son, another Par theatre executive. | 


departed for Detroit, accompanied by | 


Monty Gowthorpe, comptroller. 
Goldenson will join up with Netter, 
probably in Montreal, and together 
they will make a quick trip over key 
partnership-operating points, They 
will fly most of the time. 


COL. FILING MORE sTOCK 
Washington, Sept. 12. 
Application for registration of 
more Columbia Pictures stock was 
filed with the Securities & Exchange 
Commission Friday (8). 
Paper, to be listed on the New 
York Curb, comprises 2,627 shares 


»f no-par common, to be registered 


hen issued, 


| tracted for studio’s product. 
'include San Francisco, Seattle, Ev- 


Foulk, Legit Stager, 
In WB Megging Dicker 


Robert Foulk, of the George Ab- | 


bott production staff, is dickering 


Directors de- with Warner Bros. for a picture di-| chancery court of Delaware in con- 
Understood he | 


recting assignment. 
would be used in an assistant ca- 
pacity on ‘The Woman _ Brown,’ 
which he staged for a strawhat try- 
out this summer at the Wharf the- 
atre, Provincetown, Mass. Warners 
the screen rights to the play 


own 
and are believed planning it as a 
Bette Davis vehicle. Actress at- 


tended the tryout. 

Before going to the Coast, Foulk 
must direct the road company of 
‘What a Life,’ which the Legitimate 
Theatre Corp. is readying. It goes 
into rehearsal today (Wednesday). 
He’s also dickering for a production 
of his own play, ‘Trumpet in the 
Dust.’ which he adapted from Gene 
Fowler's novel. 

If the Warner deal goes through, 
it will be the second time an Abbott 
assistant has been signed for pic- 
tures in the last couple of years. 
The other was Garson Kanin, who 
was signed by Samuel Goldwyn and 
has since transferred to RKO, 


Wanger’s Libel Suit 
Vs. N.Y. News-Sultivan 
Must Go to a Trial 


Supreme court justice Felix Ben- 
yesterday (Tues.) de- 
nied an application by the News 
Syndicate, Inc., and Ed Sullivan to 
dismiss the $1,000,080 suit of Walter 
Wanger and Walter Wanger Produc- 
tions, Inc., against them. The judge 
also denied a request to strike por- 
tions of the complaint as irrelevant. 

Wanger claims libel in an article 
by Sullivan in the.N. Y. Daily News, 
published in the spring of 1939. 

In denying the application the 


| judge stated that it was up to a jury 


to determine whether libel had been 
committed, or if the article was a 
fair comment on Wanger’s pictures. 


WB Players’ Coast Tour 
For General Good Will 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Warners routing dozen of its 
players into Coast towns for per- 
sonals in theatres which have con- 
Stops 


is 


erett, Olympia, Portland, 
Eugene, Oakland and back to Frisco 
for Los Angeles Day celebration at 
the Fair. Outfit returns 
here (16), 

Players making the trek are Lya 
Lys, Ronald Reagan, John Payne, 
Gloria Dickson, Lucille Fairbanks, 


| James Stephenson, William Lundi- 
| gan, 


Jane Gilbert, 
Claire Windsor, 
Dennis Morgan. 


Rosella Towne, 
Jean Parker and 


Neagle’s ‘Nurse’ Tour 

Anna Neagle making: appearances 
at six special previews of ‘Nurse 
Edith Cavell’ which RKO is staging 
in as many key cities. She goes first 
to Washington, followed by Atlanta, 
New Orleans, Dallas, Chicago and 
Cleveland. 

She sails for London Sept. 26. 


LeMaire Leaves RKO 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Rufus LeMaire has resigned his 
| post as RKO talent chief and aide to 
|Pandro Berman, and leaves the lot 
|; at the end of the week. 

| LeMaire was responsible for the 
| assembling unit and purchase of the 
| ‘Bachelor Mother’ story, RKO’s cur- 
irent biggest money picture. He 
‘came to RKO from Universal 18 
months ago. 


| PREZ HAS CALLER 

| Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Robert Sinclair directs ‘A Call on 

the President’ at Metro under pro- 

duction wing of Edgar Selwyn. 
Marsha Hunt draws femme lead. 


Salem, | 


ARRESTED BY G-MEN 
ON GTE BONDS THEFT 


| The Federal Bureau of Investiga- 

tion in New York on Friday (8) ar- 
| rested Chester G. Bollenback, charg- 
|ing him with conspiracy to violate 
| the National Stolen Properties Act. 
| The defendant was arraigned Satur- 
‘day (9) before the U. S. Commis- 
| sioner. The arrest was in connection 
| with the theft of $20,000 of bonds of 
|General Theatres Equipment Corp., 
; which had been deposited in the 


nection with the companies reorgan- 
ization. It occurred in 1935, and the 
bonds were shortly thereafter sold in 
N.. ¥. 

George Turley, N. Y. attorney, was 
also arrested on the charge of hav- 
ing advised Bollenbach how to dis- 
pose of the bonds. 


39-WK. NET 
PROFIT 


Consolidated profit of Universal 
Pictures Co., Inc., for the 39 weeks 
ended July 29 last, totalled $989,995, 
after all charges but before pro- 
vision for Federal income taxes, J. 
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of board, 
revealed yesterday (Tues.) in a let- 
ter sent to stockholders of the com- 
pany. This is a $1,743,102 improve- 
ment as compared with the corre- 
sponding period of 1938 when $753,- 
107 loss was reported. He, also 
designated it as an improvement of 
$2,126.964 over the corresponding 
period of 1937. 

Earnings were cited in the letter 
because many stockholders, he said, 
had inquired as to the probable ef- 
fect that hostilities in Europe might 
have on business. Cowdin wrote 
stockholders that it was too early to 
gauge with any degree of accuracy | 
what the final results of European 
war might be, but that company di- 
rectors decided it best to submit 
facts about Universal's current earn- | 
ings and other basic observations. 
Cowdin said that ffinal figures 
were not ready for August but that | 
it appears the company operated at 
a profit. 

Improvement in quality as well as 
continuation of economies and cost 
controls at the studio has strength- 
ened U, according to Cowdin, which 
made the company ready to meet 
any emergency arising from the 
European situation. Cowdin also| 
wrote stockholders that there was no | 
indication of any reaction in picture | 
'attendance in this country because | 
of the war. He also explained that 
65-70% of theatres now are operat- 
ing in Great Britain and about 50% | 
in France. Cowdin also held out} 
hope of getting additional | 


neutral European countries and | 
;such large markets as in 


Latin Americas and British domin- 
ions. 

Nate Blumberg, president of Uni- | 
| versal, and Cliff Work, head of U's! 
| studios, both in last Friday (8) from | 
the Coast, huddled over the week- | 
lend with Cowdin and Joseph H.| 
Seidelman, vice-president in charge | 
| of foreign affairs. All four spoke at! 
a luncheon Monday (11) at the Rain- | 
| bow Grill, N. Y., given trade paper | 
publishers and editors. 


Canada, 


Blumberg said that Universal | 
would deliver all 61 announced for | 
this year. 


‘There will be no layoffs in the'! 
| studio or in the home office,’ he said. 
i‘There will be no cuts in salaries. 
| Universal has been having a dress- 
| rehearsal for this crisis for the past 
}year and a half, and now that the 
|curtain is up, we are fully prepared 
| for any exigency.’ 


No War Jitters at U 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. | 

Keeping to its schedule of 61 fea- 
tures, despite unsettled foreign mar- 
ket, Universal starts its 1939-40 sell- 
ing season with 17 films completed. 
Twelve have already been shipped 
to exchanges with remaining five 
moving out for general screening 
within the month. 

Studio’s production calendar in- 
cludes seven Johnny Mack Brown 
westerns, six Richard Arlen-Andy 
Devine actioners and three Famous 
Productions features. 

In process of editing and readying 
for early distribution are ‘Rio,’ ‘Gal- 
loping Kid,’ ‘Man From Montreal,’ 
‘Listen, Kids’ and ‘Call a Messen- 
ger.’ 

Currently shooting are ‘Little Ac- 
| cident,’ ‘Green Hornet,’ ‘Tower of ! 
| London,’ ‘First Love,’ ‘Destry Rides ! 
; Again,’ ‘Green Hell,’ the latter four | 
‘being heavy budget pictures. 


| Government Aug. 7. 


owns the McVickers property, dis- 
cussed the lease problem of that sit- 
uation; and Johnny Jones, of Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer, came to the stand 
to correct certain statements pre- 
viously made in testimony. 

Defense attorneys immediately 
swung into action and entered mo- 
tions to strike certain testimony and 
also general motion to dismiss the 
entire case, maintaining that the 
Government had delivered no real 
evidence or proof and had no Case. 

Case is now being heard by a 
Master in Chancery who is figured 
to make his report on the testimony 
within two weeks. 


Meanwhile the case of the indie) 
theatre owners against Balaban & | 


Katz and the eight major distribu- 
tors on restraint of trade is in a 
state of suspension, with the plain- 
tiff making no effort to speed up ac- 
tivities. Indicated that the exhibi- 
tors in this case are waiting for the 
outcome of the Government suit be- 
fore making any further moves, 

Should the Government win its 
case, the exhibitors feel that their 
own case would be a matter of imme- 
diate victory and thus save them 
beaucoup coin in lawyers’ fees. 
There also appears to be a general 
disaffection on the part of the ex- 
hibitors to continuing the case 
against the distribs and B.&K. with 
the general feeling on film row that 
even a court victory in the case 
would not attain the real goal of the 
suit, which is the elimination of 
double features. 


Schines Ask Dismissal 
Gloversville, N. Y., Sept. 12. 
Assistant federal district attorney 
Joseph J. Dorn of Buffalo says that 
his office had been served with a 


notice of motion by counsel for the | 


Schine interests asking dismissal of 
an anti-trust suit brought by the 
The motion is 
returnable Sept. 18 and asks dis- 
missal of the suit on the grounds 
there is insufficient cause for ac- 


tion and on the contention the the- | 


atre group is not engaged in inter- 
state commerce. 

In its complaint, the Federal Gov- 
ernment asks dissolution of the five- 
state, 200-theatre organization, charg- 
ing monopolistic practices against 


the Schine Chain Theatres, Inc., with | 


headquarters in this city, and against 
its six affiliates. 

Willard S. McKay, Schine 
counsel, is in charge of the defense 
of the suit, and his associates are 


Sol A. Rosenblatt and William B. | 


Jaffe, with offices in New York City. 
He is also being assisted by Howard 


Antevil, head of the home office le- | 


gal department. 


Momand’s New Suit Vs. 
Majors and Griffith 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 12. 


Naming seven distributors and the 
Griffith Amus. Co. as defendants, 
Oklahoma Theatres, Inc., operators 
of the Odeon in Shawnee, Okla., 
owned by A. B. Momand, has filed 
a petition in U.S. district court here 
asking that the court direct these 
distributors to contract with 
plaintiff for second-run and subse- 
quent-run pictures in the Odeon at 
prices charged in districts of similar 
location and _ population. 
Amusement (competitor of 
lumbia, Universal, 20th Fox, Loew’s 
and Paramount are the named de- 
fendants. 


The action has been brought ‘to 


enjoin and restrain depreciation of | 


...Yights, privileges and immunities 


secured to the plaintiff by the Con- | 


siitution and Laws of the United 


States and to enjoin and restrain acts | 


of the defendants perpetrated for the 


unlawful purpose of inflicting upon | 


the plaintiff, by concert of acts, an 


injury to its business and compelling | 


it to discontinue its operation of the 
Odeon theatre.’ 

Stating that the Odeon has ex- 
hausted its supply of all independent 
films, the petition points out that the 
theatre does not have available prod- 
uct for Wednesday, Thursday, Fri- 
day and Saturday of each week be- 
ginning Sept. 9, 1939, and will have 
to close on these days, and that it 
has product for the other days of 
the week only for the month of Sep- 
tember, 1939. 

After citing willingness to pay ‘a 
fair price’ for films which dis- 
tributors are alleged to have in their 
vaults upon which second and sub- 
sequent run rights have not been 
sold in Shawnee, it charges that the 
defendanis have ‘refused to contract 
with this plaintiff for the exhibition 


Fight Nov. I 


Continued from page 5 


chief | 


the | 


Griffith | 
the | 
Odeon), RKO Radio, Vitagraph, Co- | 


Trial Date 


!of such films in Shawnee for the un- 
lawful and malicious purpose of in- 
juring and destroying this plaintiff's 
| business and aiding and abetting the 
| SURO, Griffith Amus. Co., and 
|} increasing and adding to the value 
| of its theatre in said city of Shaw- 
inee, to the end that this plaintiff 
| will entirely lose its business and be 
| compelled to withdraw as a com- 
|petitor of the said Griffith Co. 
The petition asks that the court 
| restrain and enjoin the defendants 
from ‘such unlawful discrimination’ 
| and direct the defendants to contract 
| with the plaintiff for the exhibition 
of such ‘films selected by the plain- 
tiff of a second and subsequent run 
which have not heretofore been con- 
| tracted for to be shown in Shawnee.’ 
Judge A. P. Murrah has set Sept. 
14 as the date upon which the re- 
quest for the injunction will be 
heard. 


Film Coin’s Harvest 
For S. W. Attorneys 


It's harvest time for the legal 
fraternity in Oklahoma—with the 
m.p. industry supplying the grain! 

List of legal talent involved in de- 
fense of producers, distributors and 
circuits attacked in court action now 
extends the length of the court- 
rooms in which case preliminaries 
are being held. In most instances 
there are more lawyers in the court- 
room than Federal employees in the 
building, 

Practically all major producers, 
distributors and nearly all of the 
various Griffith circuits are defend- 
ants in one or more of the three big 
actions pending in the two Federal 
District Courts here. 

Henry Griffing and J. B. Dudley 
are counsel for the Griffith com- 
panies in the A. B. Momand $4,500.- 
000 anti-trust suits, while the law 
| firm of Keaton, Wells & Johnston is 
representing most producer-distribu- 
tors and R. W. MacKenzie is rep- 
resenting two or three of them. 
Judge Roy Stanard of Shawnee and 
Leverett Edwards of Oklahoma City 
represent Momand. Edwards also 
'represented Momand in his latest 
case seeking the court to force dis- 
|tributors to sell him product for his 
Odeon theatre in Shawnee. George 
S. Ryan of Boston is Momand’s chief 
counsel. 

In the Department of Justice case, 
District Attorney Charles Dierker 
heads the Government's staff, with 
| Judge C. R. Cochran and D. I. John- 
ston in addition to MacKenzie fur- 
nishing the defense battery of legal 
| lights. 
| Last week New York counsel 
Names made first appearance in the 
$4,500,000 Momand suits. The same 
firms are expected to enter into the 
| Government case also. List includes: 
| Schwartz & Frohlich (Columbia); 
Charles D. Prutzman (Universal); 
William Mallard (RKO Radio); 
O’Brien, Driscoll & Rafftery (UA); 
J. Robert Rubin (Loew’s); Robert 
W. Perkins (Vitagraph, Warner The- 
atres, Warner Bros. Pix): Dwight, 
Harris, Koegel & Caskey (20th-Fox); 
Phillips & Nizer (Pathe); Austin C. 
Keough (Paramount, Publix) and 
|D. I, Johnston (Educational). 


| Mpls. Indies Talk Suit 


Because of Clearance 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 
Independent nabe exhibitors here 
,are grumbling over the clearance 
| Situation and threatening to resort 
to court action to force the issue. 
They charge that insufficient satis- 
factory product is available for them 
because Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount) holds back product to suit its 
convenience, and because so many 
releases are given extended run- 
ning time in the loop. 

Moreover, the operators of 25¢ 
houses declare, they can’t profitably 
follow the Aster, which double fea- 
| tures at 15-25c, and the loop Go- 
| pher, 25c top. They are refusing to 
buy any pictures whatsoever that 
have been booked into the independ- 
ent Minnesota theatre which plays 
independent product with big stage 
shows for 15-30c admission. 

This policy on the independent 
nabe exhibitors’ part with regard to 
the Minnesota theatre is expected to 
make it still harder for that house 
to obtain product, which would be 
right up Minnesota Amus. Co.'s 
alley. 

Most of the 25¢c independent nabe 
houses claim they need at least two 
boxoffice pictures a week. The way 
these films are coming through under 
present clearance and release sched- 
ules, they assert they’ll be lucky to 
get one. 
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World Premiere Wed., Sept. 13 
——tt Rex Theatre, Wheeling, W. V. Bands, 
porades, official welcoming committees, 
and, of course, thé little guest of hanor, 
CAROLYN LEE, hersetf. 


Wheeling Steet Corp. Party in honor of 
‘CAROLYN LEE broadcast from coast to 
coast on Tuesday over 122 Mutual net- 
werk stations. 


Fred Mac MURRAY Madeleine CARROLL. Allan JONES in 


YMOON IN BALI 


with AKIM TAMIROFF Helen Broderick - Osa Massen - Carolyn Lee Directed by Edward H. Griffith + sercen ey ma Van Upp +, Crace Sartwet! Mason ond Katharine Brus 


4 
| | NEY?! 
isa 

| | Paramount. “HONEYMoon IN BAL): | 
; “All honeymoon, re fun, this One js Special] fun,” 
>» Paramount. “HONEYMoon IN BAL)» 
| aa Combine to Predicg jz [S$ a sure thing,” Hollywood Reporte, 
| “Exhibitors ballyhoo ‘Bali’ from the housetons Has Sverything, 
— Contains all the elements Of goog Celluloig ©ntertainmens » 
ie “Get ous the banners “nd wave them for ‘Honeymoon Bali,” the 
? | of the bess Pictures to come Out of Hollywood in long time,” 
Paramoun t’s “HONEYMoon IN BAL): | 
“Here is g PUngent ang luscious Piece of adult “nfertainmens, headeg 
| For Praise ang COIN. The Slickess dialog and *MOothes; Story telling 
| Paramount, “HONEYMoon IN BAL}, 
| “A boxoftic, Natural in time When light °ntertainmeny isa Necces. | 
| Paramount's “HONEYMoon IN BAL): 
fende, love Story Which Makes jz a highly “ceptable bundle of 
| to please theatre Patrons of allages » ~Boxoffic 
| | Paramount’, “HONEYMoon IN BALD» 
| “A Balj Balj Swell Picture, firss Class job by al ©Oncerneg and 
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to the belief that it will not all be) manufacturi 
: F ring centers, or j 
a ae - | (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of proximity of military arezxs cle 
| all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of of information re- 
production is concerned in England. | reviews as given in Varirry and the running time of prints are included.) po re phar rge Mga home offices in- 
iti 
Can't See Beyens COPYRIGHT, 1959. BY VARIPTY, IN 1 soon will be 
| 1929. B "TY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | stricted hour schedules. 
forgotten World War I when Europe Estimates of reduced revenue are 
only had about 10% of the number Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key te Tyse Abbreviations RK. V.—Kunning Time almost impossible to calculate at th 
of cinemas it has now, and when | M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W— Western; D—Drama; Mu—Murical moment, A factor which is ath 
there was no fear of air raids as’ ; carefully studied is the se 
LOrMous, y were, in| OF in TITL Ce. | LEN | pound closed at $4.05%4, at th ie 
comparison to the number of thea- RELEASE | Var. end, and the franc at 2.24146 
ican production. u ei7/7 MAN IS UDGE M Cel RK. Hudson- ~Inese ~~~ formed by thei i 
biz has progressed so that notice of | 75 ON BORKOWED TIME | M-G merkel that of 
this fact is not taken by the average | | | Lamour-E.Arneld | 8&2 | impeded by any 
Hollywoodian. | KID A. Shirley-E. Ellis-J. Archer Despite the meagerness of ac- 
However, | Hollywood is going | 11 16 MOTO TAKES VACATION M ep R. Cabot-R. Byrd-T. Ryan | 68 curate information and the tur: 
ahead making pictures, aimed to | 8 9 FORGOTTEN WOMAN of — P. Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill | 65 tendency to discount report natural 
maintain outstanding quality. Al- | HELL’S KITCHEN D WB Arden | have reached New York 
ready for 1939-40 an exceptional | | "91g, “THE MAN -R. Reagan | 82 most 
group of pictures, so far as box of- | 14 39 7/5 THEY ALL COME — on A C. Starvett-t. Meredith | of 
fice calibre is concerned, have been | 712 | MILLION DOLLAR LEGS | | 
turned out by all of the major com- | 7/5 SHE MARRIED A COP cb R B.Grable-J.Hartley-D.O'Connor 64 i -* cto schedules must be 
panies here. With a normal sez 75 SECOND FIDDLE age} ep P. Rev an-J. Parker 66 vigorously revised to cope with the 
Fiollywood could have expected an | 719 | UNEXPECTED FATHER | 
unusually profitable return for its | | _WATERFRONT __ M WB Hectic Huddling 
ouput. And though the war prob- | 719 | BLONDIE TAKES VACATION Cc Col. | P Sine _...._____ | _=— | Within the executive circ 
‘om ip on its hand, is feels thet it (721,39 | 7/19 | GETS SPRING FEVER CD | M-G | Slene-M. Reeney- pact 
823 | WAY DOWN SOU .. Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker mpany the past 
can under no circumstances back- 7/19 | THE M See oe 7 cp RKO B. Brei 2-A. Mowbray 62 week has been a hectic period. In 
slide far as production and its 7 19 NEWS IS MADE AT A. Tamiroff-L. Neolan-M, Boland 75 some instances, the production heads 
quality is concerned. Studios have | ; 719 | | STOLE A MILLION M U = eg ela Gleason 3 have conferred in New York with 
revised their schedules here and | 7/19 | WINTER CARNIVAL UA A. Sh 78 distribution forces; in others 
there, but none of them is of a mind | 621 | DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS CD | WB | Lane Sisters-J. GaerBehd $1 | home office chiefs have taken their 
to eliminate from the skeds any 7 9g 39” 303 | BEHIND PKISON GATES  M ers-J. GarGeld-G. Page | 107 portfolios of American and foreign 
worthwhile product, regardless of | #9. 5/17 | GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS cp rx sales to the Coast studios, where in- 
budget, but strictly on whether or | 8/23 | ISLAND OF LOST MEN D Par | A. M. Wong-J. C. Naish-E. Bl come has been weighed in the bal- 
not they will warrant top expendi- | cb RKO | L. Tracy-B Read-P ance against production costs 
tures in the making SUNSET Ww Re G. Autrv-S. commit 
SUSANN: x. Autry-S, Burnette 58 ments. Not one of the major 
There has been plenty of payroll | : > THE COWBOY. aeUnTEs Vo 20th S. Temple-K. Scott-M. Lockwood 3 yet has thoroughly solved ti patty 
slashing going he di - ¥ QUARTERBACK __C WB | B. Wh i sige 
on at the different | ———— — 30° COAST ‘GUARD | — eeler-M. Wilson lem of a season’s production budget 
past week. 8 4.39 | MIRACLES FOR SALE | | ttimmed to the anticipated reduced 
— will ac mit it. Others will not. | | 9 NIGHT WORK c — 7 ae Rice-F. Craven 7 income from England, France, e‘c 
owever, all have taken people off | 1/5 BACHELOR MOTHER : ane : oland-C.Ruggles-J.Mathews 61 Readjusitments cannot be made over- 
ihe payroll, It is figured that the | | 03, | SHOULD HUSBANDS WoRK? CD | Rep j.tetved.dihease fe | night; the retrenchment period nec- 
| | 7/19 INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY oa Duprez the opinion of one film 
32 | MR. WONG IN CHINATOWN | Mono | B. Sheridan &2 
| LADY OF THE TROPICS Too Many in Work 
Shave All Along the Line 8 11 39 | M-G -R. Taylor-H. Lamarr One of the complexities 
Of course, additional saving will | 23 RIDERS JF FRONTIER | Movita-W. Hull- Baldwin | 63 situation is the the 
i seni ‘ J ; ex Ritter at nearly one- 
| NEW 4 | Par B. Burns-S. Hayward-J. Allen | of the total films for the 1939- 
ios go through. They j ANDS Rep Three Mesquiteers- 40 releasing season have progressce 
will not carry any peopl 816 | BAD LANDS 
contract in the futur go epdleng ster CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY Cc | RKO | R. Barrat-N. Beery, Jr. 65 |beyond the point where they are 
beolutely MODERN CINDERELLA | 20th | J. Withers-L. Carrillo-M. Weaver | SUBJect_to any cost or theme re 
essential, and they will | 6.28 | MAN IN IRON Boyer-I. Dunne visions. Examination of 
aterially as some of | 9/6 | THESE GLAMOUR G _ ne 6e@ that 178 fea ; hav 
tickets expire. There will not be 818 39 | THE |"M-G | L. Ayres-A.Louise-T. Brown | 78 Completed 
the experimenting with story mate- | | g2 MAN FROM TEXAS w Mono | J. Randall-V. Carroll 6@ editing, or bet 
rial so far in advance as heretofore, | | 796 | THIS MAN IS NEWS cD Price-C. B. Wood ‘eras at = 
and Hollyw als 7/26 RENEG: ar | . Hobbs-B. K ~ ime. com- 
pete IN Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-G. Hayes $7 jPanies, “the compilation shows the 
| THE KIND MEN MABRY Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette-G. Hayes se current production status of com- 
STANLEY AN RKO | C. Lombard-G. Withers-K. Fri | pleted films, or nearing completic 
plays and novels as it has done in ; ‘ AND LIVINGSTONE D 20th S. Tracy-N vo as f mENPTIOR, 
the past. ; 7/12 | THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC D UA 7 racy-N. Kelly-R. Greene 1e@ «=| 2: follows: Columbia, 11; Metro. 22; 
with be INTERMEZZO D UA McCrea-A. Leeds 129 | Monogram, 7; Paramount, 28: RKO 
ilized _ 7,19 | EACH DAWN I DIE D WB Best | 13; Republic, 8; 20th-Fox, 23; 
2 tume-worn 06 FIVE LITTLE _ | Vagney-G. ha $2 Artists, 13 (incl ing 
825 39 | 16 WIZARD Or OZ Peterson 55 | Universal, 23, and Warners ry 
is completed % RISH LUCK - Garland-F. Morgan-B. Lah 106 With the 
will be abandoned. Studios will want | 8/23 THE STARMAKER Mene F. Darro-'’. Purcell-L. Eliiete | starting season 
2 a} efore a shooting date LLICNS -kay-R. Hudson-G.Barbier 62 _ pro@uc 
for a picture, so that the production | «9/6 ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES Mm | we J.Prouty Byingten-K. Howell | 61 | has been released. It is pointed out 
| | d WB Dead End Kids | by distribution managers that films 
the companies save “KONGA, WIL __ cD WB _J. Rich-H. O'Neill | finished, or now in work, will carry 
9/1/39 i 96 THE HORSE WwW Col Fred Stone-Konga” — | domestic theatre bookings well be- 
in the future pictures will come 8/30 | DEATH OF A CHAMPION 132 January. This phase is viewed 
under the budget, and not over, as. 8/30 | CONSPIRACY D RKC A. ee > Senet. ae 67 | with some satisfaction by the op- 
9/6 WALL STREET COWBOY w Lane-L. Hayes-R. Barratt 5g \erators of the larger theatre chains 
greater ma- 8/30 FLIGHT AT MIDNIGH cp . Rogers-G. Hayes-A. Baldwin 66 |as beneficial at th he 
jority of T D e moment wher 
y important pictures that 9/6 ADV’T’RES SHE Rep P.Regan-J.Parker-Col. R.T 6 ll sig 
have been turned out here during | THE UNDERE M 20th B. Rathbone-N Bruce 
shod or indefinite method of shoot- | 8/2 THE OLD MAID : - Arlen-A. Devine : 62 ‘ the European 
ing pictures, with the excuse ‘We'll /9/8/3 8/16 | GOLDEN BOY ___P_| __WB_| B. Davis-M. Hopkins-G. Brent 5 | test into next year will be a spur to 
look at a rough 9 cD Col |business conditions in this country 
t gh and see how it turns : HENRY GOES ARIZONA 5 wyck-A.Menjou-W.Holden 98 ‘ 
out before retakes or added scenes.’ | RANGE WAR Ww F. Mergan-A. Morriss-H. Mall 
This method will be out with all it 8/23 CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND M nd pa i Hayden-B. Moran 65 pen Beg of the 1939-40 season will 
the companies. THE FIGHTING GRINGO Ww pat S. To er-C. Romereo-P. Meere i ie any curtailment of produc- 
Hollywood is facing its current 8 23 | FULL CONFESSION D | mmo | VichaslenS.bilen 59 (tion cost, they will be released at a 
predicament in what is felt to be ¢ 9/15 | TWO BRIGHT BOYS M U ee eee 32 time when industry and agriculture 
sane and sober manner and thouzh, | 8/16 | DESPERATE TRAILS wij he 
will | NANCY DREW & STAIRCASE | _WB Can’t Switch Sales Plans 
be a cut of from 25-35% of the per- 9 15 39 OUTPOST OF MOUNTIES | Cal C. Starret-L Mere, Sales manager of one of the 
sonnel, during the European ¢ DANCING CO-ED CD M-G ith larger companies declares that t! 
pean €ier- SKY PATROL | | - Carison-L. Bowman selling season i 
gency, studio tops feel that produc- | 7/26 | BEAU GESTE Mone . Trent-M. Stene-M. Reynolds ason is too far advanced 
tion will in no way be impaired, but DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT ane 
it will be more progressive, and that | . 13 THE RAINS CAME CB oa Bg ee Grable | 114 an that all of the companies prob- 
unnecessary deadwood will be taken | ped HAWAIIAN NIGHTS MU U J.D tm Power-G. Brent | 199 =| ably will adhere to their original 
out of the ranks. 8/16 | DUST BE MY DESTINY 
Net Cheating Exhibs 9 22 39 PRISON SURGEON | “Col Comolll _88_ {films to be made and released dur- 
counties, it wants | ‘ THUNDER AFLOAT = ing the season. Studios will stay 
$1,000 A TOUCHDOWN Cc Par Stone 82 infringes the policy of national neu- 
on the other hand, Hollywood | 8/30 FIFTH AVENUE GIRL cp | RKO | G. Rogers-Ww. C< | trality. Several anti-Nazi stories 
should be helped in getting greatest | ; INTERMEZZO, LOVE ST C | 20th | J. Rogers-w. —_ | ready have been pigeonholed 
possible exhibition results from the RIO ZZO, LOVE STORY pi L. Heward-I. Bergman source of increase in do- 
product it puts into their theatres. | _NO PLACE TO GO we | 
There appears to be a feeling here 9 99 CALLING ALL MARINES ™M | Re 
that with the war in Europe and 39 SCANDAL SHEET [ia 
biz in general improving here, ad. | NURSE EDITH CAVELL | RKO Munson which have the- 
mission prices will take the upward | FAST AND FURIOUS cD a | kaos koe tre affiliations are calling on the 
trend, and that both the picture | 613 | MURDER IN BIG HOUSE D Mono A Sothern-F. Tone-V. Grey circuit managements, or partner- 
ten will have | i HONEYMOON IN BALI Cc Par MacLane ships, for special handling of films 
profitable results, regardless of THE ARIZONA KID w Rep = te urray-Carrell-Jones 95 with proven boxoffice draft. Drive 
whether there is or is not maximum HERE I AM, A STRANGER D 20th | R. Genane-® Hayes-S. March also will be extended to independent 
or fairl ood t THE WITNESS VANISHES M U eene-R. Dix-B. Jeyce operators. 
pe tn ry returns from the for- NURSE EDITH CAVELL D RKO eae alee Pallette-L. Howard 
A CHILD IS BORN gle-Oliver-Sanders 
With respect to the latter, banker WB G. Fitzgerald-J. L 
representatives here were most op- 10/6 39 aaa A —” AIR D | Meno J. Trent-M. Reynolds ee NORMA LINGERS IN N.Y. 
timistic early last week. They said THE ARIZO C | Far J. Cooper-B. Field With no date set to begin shooting 
that th ‘ NA EID WwW | Re Ro on her next fil 
ough the banks had ‘war THREE SONS . P y Rogers ‘ mig m, Norma Shearer 
tm was ne im- THE ESCAPE = E. Ellis-V. Vale will remain in New York for an- 
mediate intention of exercising them eg | ETERNALLY YOURS atin > other week or 10 days. She returned 
on the film industry HERO FOR A DAY co] OU . Te last week from Europe. 
ESPIONAGE AGENT on «65 Set next for Miss Shearer on the 
. Marsha y Metro lot is ‘Pride and Prejudice.’ 
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OUR FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMERS! 


Each year at this time M-G-M takes opportunity to address 
a heart-to-heart message to its customers. 


Your confidence and faith, for which we are so deeply 
grateful have already been answered in practical terms. 


M-G-M answers your loyalty with the most optimistic 
studio outlook of any past period. 


We reaffirm what has been known for years: The Friendly 


Company policy of fair selling, friendly dealing in all 


phases of operation. 


Our new product is literally the Talk of the Industry. 
“THE WOMEN” has established itself in its first engage- 


ments as a glorious box-office hit! 


“BABES IN ARMS” is already rated in the trade the most 


sensational attraction which has ever launched a new year. 


“NINOTCHKA”, “BLACKMAIL”, “THUNDER 
AFLOAT” won trade acclaim in previews. They are 
smashing entertainments, each one of them! — 


They are just the beginning! 


We will not side-step our responsibility to bring glamour, 
magic, spectacle to the screen... the inspiration that lifts 
the motion picture from the humdrum and keeps public 
interest alive. Only M-G-M with its willingness to dig deep 
into its resources does it! 


The new season begins auspiciously. Your encouragement 
spurs us on. Your success is necessary to our success. 


To Our Friendly Customers we dedicate ourselves! 
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Helped Sell 5 Houses to the Schines, 
Sues: Other Theatre-Exchange Moves 


N. ¥. supreme court Justice Sid- 
ney Bernstein on Thursday (7) dis- 
missed the $35,000 action of Carl E. 
Erikson, broker, against Meyer and 
Louis Schine and the Schine En- 
terprise Corp., although the action 
holds as against the Fenyvessy En- 
ierprises, Inc. The plaintiff has 10 
days to amend his complaint. 

Real estate broker claims that he 
was hired in May, 1937, to sell the 
Fenyvessy’s five theatres in Roches- 
ter, N. Y., the Monroe, Madison, 
West End, Liberty and Capitol, for 
no less than $1,000,000. He claims 
to have secured an offer of $700,000 


from the Schines, which was re- 
jecied. 
On Jan. 25, 1939, the Schines 


bought four of the theatres, all ex- 
cept the Capitol, for $600,000. 

The plaintiff claims he was re- 
sponsible for the sale, since it was 
through him that the Schines be- 
came interesied, and he seeks $35,- 
000 as a commission, or 5‘ of the 
$700.000 price. 


Coast Active 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Al Bowman and M. Kaplan opened 
their new Towne, 650-seater, in Bell 
Gardens, first film house in that su- 
burb. 

Charles Corcoran, in association 
with Principal Theatres, approved 
‘plans for 600-seater in Ventura for 
first runs. 

Fox-West 
Glendale, 
Sept. 15. 

John Rennie and A. L. Sanborn 
open their new house, the El Monte, 
a 900-seater, Sept. 15. 

Kenneth Bushey, assistant man- 
ager at Paramount, upped to man- 
ager of Mayfair for Southside The- 
atres. He succeeds Dave Arthur, 
shifted to the Rivoli, Long Beach. 

B. H. Lustig and Herman Simms 
opened their new Tower, 907-seater, 
in Santa Rosa, 

Oscar Finn, operator of Capital, 
bought the Times from Peskay & 
Decker. 

Ed Patterson sold his Sierra to 
Martin Berne, and then bought the 
Sunset from George Blake. 

Affairs of Independent Theatre 
Owners of Southern California and 
Arizona will henceforth be adminis- 
tered by an advisory board, author- 


Coast remodeling 
in Glendale, to reopen 


ized by membership at annual meet- | 


ing here last week. By-laws have 
been so amended as to eliminate of- 
fice of president and create the new 
board to function instead. 
Membership also voted to change 
title of Robert H. Poole, who has 
been serving as general manager of 
the association for past few years, to 
executive director. He is also a 
member of the advisory board, which 
comprises Albert Galston, retiring 
prexy; Jack Berman, Robert Whit- 
son, Jenne Dodge, C. H. Ferry, Abe 
L. Gore and H. W. Bruen. 
Grody to Cleve. 
Cleveland, Sept. 12. 
Cyril Grody, assistant at Nixon, 
Pittsburgh, moved here last week to 
become John Newkirk’s first lieu- 


tenant at Loew's Granada. Suc- 
ceeds William Reilly. 

Paul Kaufman, formerly chief of 

service, stepped up to assistant man- 
agership of WB Hipp, alternating 
with Norman Wheaton, new house 
manager. Latter married recently 
to Ailene Minor, theatre’s treasurer, 
and just back from honeymoon. 
Frank Wahl taking over Kaufman's 
| job. 
: Manny Pearlstein and David 
Bachner handling publicity and ad- 
vertising for Warner houses until 
Sydney Dannenberg recovers from 
iliness. 

With Drive-In-Theatre shuttered, 
George Stevens has gone back te 
flesh, becoming manager of Roxy. 
burly house operated by George 
Young and Warren Irons. 

Resignation of Tony Laurie made 
Don Meyers new assistant at WB 
Uptown. 


5.10 YEARS 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 
Stiff prison terms for film house 
i bandits continued to be the rule in 
' criminal court here last week, when 
John Troha, 20, was sentenced to 


its | serve 5-10 years for holding up the 
| Stahl theatre, Homestead, and get- 
| ting away with $205 in receipts. 
| 


A 


new court regulation providing for | 
|uniformity of sentences in such cases | 


|was employed by three conferring 
judges. 

| John Stahl, Jr., son of the theatre’s 
|owner and the holdup victim, identi- 
fied the bandit when Troha was ar- 
rested a few months after the crime 
in March. 

It’s believed locally that wave of 
theatre robberies, which extended 
| over period of six months last win- 
'ter, has finally been terminated, inas- 
much as not a single b.o. stickup has 
'been reported to Pittsburgh or sub- 
urban police since early this summer. 


Sweet-Toothed Burglar 
Syracuse, Sept. 12. 
An acrobatic burglar worked up an 
appetite by the time he climbed up 
'a drain pipe and forced a window 
;to gain entrance to the Liberty, 
|small nabe house, here last week. 
| Once inside, the thief made his way 
right to a candy stand in the lobby, 
late a dozen chocolate bars and then 
| carried off about $10 worth of candy. 
| No attempt was apparently made 
to enter the boxoffice. 
Rob Coast Theatre 
Santa Monica, Cal., Sept. 12. 
Robbers made off with $750 after 
| blasting safe of Wilshire 
) They made clean getaway. 


Taylor Dopes It Out 


St. Ignatius, Mont., Sept. 12. 
T. R. Taylor, manager of the 
| Park, who is a former paper- 
hanger, gathered up the tools he 
| formerly used and sent them to 


Adolf Hitler, another former 
paperhanger. 
Taylor figures Der Fuehrer 


may have to go back to it soon. 


BUMPER CROPS 
SEEN 
PANACEA 


Best business for theatres in sev- 
eral years looms this fall, according 
io reports from the middlewest and 
south. Both sections, comprising 
most of farm belt, claim bumper 
crops including wheat, corn, cotton, 
etc. 

Farm population and those de- 
pending on favorable crops for bet- 
ier biz are figuring on aimosit a 


war already has shot the prices of 
farm commoditie. skyward. 
Besides the inflationary trend in 


commodities, exhibitors envision 
further bolsier to the boxoffice 
through improved product.  Efti- 


mate this week was that a majority 


n ss-getting pictures during a span 
of about six weeks, dating back to | 
mid-August, 


Optimistic Note 
Milwaukee, Sept. 12. 


| the Wisconsin territory was very 
| definitely in the ‘white’ on ‘Nation's 
| Business,’ biz weather map for this 
| month. 

| Which means biz is better than for 
the same period Jast year. 


| 
Smiley Burnette Didn’t 
Show for D.C. Personal, 


Wiiliam Morris agency is 


| pute between Republic Pictures and 
a Washington exhib over a_ fiesh 
booking of Smiley Burnette and a 
| unit for Sunday (10), Monday and 
iyesterday (Tuesday). C. H. Olive, 
loperator of the Atlas, claims that 
Burnette, without 


appear for the engagement and, with 


boom period kecause the European | 


of exhibitors would get 20-25 busi- | 
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‘The Birth of a Baby, the picture credited with effecting the change in 
the N. Y. state censorship appeal setup, will receive the consideration of 
the Court of Appeals in Albany. An appeal to the highest tribunal, from 
the 3-2 decision of the Appellate Division upholding Irwin Esmond, direc« 
tor of the motion picture division, State Education Department, and the 
Board of Regents in their refusal to license the film for general theatre 
exhibition, has been brought by counsel for producer Sam Citron and the 
American Maternal Welfare Committee, Inc. The case will probably be 
heard in October. 

This is one appeal where the m.p.d. and Regents might conceivably be 
reversed. ‘Birth’ has aroused the widest difference of opinion of any pice 
ture submitted to the m.p. division. 

‘Birth of a Baby’ is reported to have grossed $750,000 in rentals in spite 
of the fact it has not played certain states, including New York. Under- 
standing ‘Birth’ cost $50,000 to produce. The backing for the Skirball 
brothers (William and Jack), who produced, is said to have come from a 
milk company, although no direct advertising in connection with the film 
was involved, 

Heaviest campaign guns of the Community Chest drive this year will 
be 14 big-name recoréds, each containing 14 minutes of entertainment and 
only one minute of plugging for charity. Lined up for platters are Bing 
Crosby, Joan Crawtord, Joe E. Brown, Cecil B. DeMille, Alan Dinehart 
Bob Breen, Edward Arnold, Judy Garland, Jeanette MacDonald, Basil 
Rathbone, James Cagney, Priscilla Lane, Ray Milland, Robert Preston and 
Humphrey Bogart. Kay Kyser, Orrin Tucker, Car] Hoff and Sterling 


Young are donating the use of their bands. Dises will be distributed 
nationally, 


Selznick-United Artists’ ‘Intermezzo,’ which fellows Columbia’s ‘Golden 
Boy,’ which is slated to stay three weeks in September, is the first UA 
picture to play Radio City Musie Hall since ‘Winter Carnival’ in July. 
Strained relation reported existing between the UA sales department and 
the Hall is now said to be essing up. 


Powwow on Problems 


Need Salary to Keep 


| Film exhibs here are feeling a bit | 
better with the announcement that 


division sales mers., 
;menson and Roy Raines, headed the 
Disirict | 
| managers 
| Jack, W. E. Callaway, Rud Lohrenz, 
|'Henry Herbel, 
' Smeltzer and Ed Schnitzer. 

| theatre head, | 
presided over yesterday's zone man- | 


Exhib Burns at Republic 


in- | 
advertently in the middle of a dis- | 


notice, failed to | 


Warner Bros. held an all-day dis- 
sales | 
| Monday (11) and yesterday the com- 

had a| 


trict managers meeting on 


pany’s theatre department 
similar session with its zone man- 
agers, in both cases to discuss the 
current situation, the war mess, e‘c. 

Grad Sears, WB sales manager: 
Carl Leserman, his assistant, and the 
Ben Kal- 


discussions. 
came in 


distribution 
who were Fred 


Wolfe Cohen, Bob 


Joe Bernhard, WB 
ager session, those atiending from 
out of town being James Coston, Nat 
Wolf, I. J. Hoffman, Don Jacocks, 
Moe Silver, Ted Schlanger, Harry 
Kalmine, John Payette and 
Copelan. 


‘ 


| life, 


Going; Selznick’s Suit 


Hollywood, Sept. 12, 
that 
requires his salary for necessities of 
affidavit has been filed in 
Selznick’s $49,954.16 attache 
ment suit against the 20th-Fox pro- 
ducer, asking court to continue in 
force impounding of $15.185.42 tied 
up in salary at siudio, Weekly pay 


Denying Harry Joe Brown 


Myron 


| 
checks of Brown have been attached 


since Juiy 26, and agency has also 
tied up $10,544.62 on deposit at the 


Bank of America. 
Selznick filed action several 
; weeks ago on grounds Brown ree« 


fused to sign a managerial contract 
after the agent had negotiated e 


| four-year producer pact at 20th-Fox 
Herb | 
$499. 541.66, 


under which he will earn a toial of 


New York 


Theatres 


theatre. 


whose egift t 
jitterbugs 


a thousand 


HELD 


Dir. — W 


CASS 


‘Cass Daley, 


think 
they go quietly.’ 


‘Miss Daley, 
glomerate of the maddest 


trice Lillie, The Marx Bros. and Fanny 
Brice.’ 
A. S G., 
New York Herald Tribune, 
August 31, 1939. 
‘The revue is enlivened by Cass Daley's 
dynamic delivery of a number of popular 
swing songs.’ 
KATE CAMERON, 
New York Daily News, 
August 31, 1939. 
‘Cass Daley, a cut-up with Harpo Marx 


antics drapes her hair everywhere and rouses 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
Per. Mgt.—FRANix J. KINSELLA 


ALEY 


the one-woman insane asylum, 
o suffering humanity is to make 
they've failed. After her 


ARCHER WINSTON, 
New York Post, Aug. 


31, 1939. 


who stops the show, is a con- 
features of Bea- 


jitterbugs into a holler,’ 
Cc. P., 
New York World-Telegram, 
August 31. 1939, 


OVER 3RD WEEK 


ILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


the house crowded, there would | 


| have been no stage show Sunday 
;except for a last-minute makeshift | 
| compounded 


through the coopera- 
tion of other Washington theatres. 

Morris office maintains that Bur- 
nettle was hurriedly called back to 
the Republic studios when Gene 
Autry returned from Europe, before 
expected, and Olive was notified of 
the fact a week before the engage- 
nrent. Exhib is said to have refused 
to release Burnette. 


he will take legal steps under his 
contract, but will ‘ask Jimmy Grain- 
ger (Rep sales manager) and Herb 
Yates (president) about this one.’ 

‘Being national secretary of the 
Allied Stafes Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Exhibitors,’ he declared, 
‘I never expected much more from 
the Coast in the way of cooperation.’ 

Burnette, who was needed on the 
Republic lot to begin work on a 
new film with Autry yesterday 
(Tuesday ), is said to have offered to 
pay Olive for the advance adver- 
tising. 


Iverson’s Mono Duties 


troller. 


and 
iure. 


compiroller duties in the fu- 


TEX RITTER’S P. A.’s 


Mono’s western star, Tex Ritter, 
| fulfilling personal appearance en- 
| gagements prior to returning to the 
| Coast. 

The dates in their order include 
Alliance, Parkersburg and 
Moundsville, W. Va.; McConnellville, 
Nelsonville, Chillicothe 


| thiana, Ky., and Ironton, O. 


THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


Olive not only has indicated that = 


Duties of Leon Fromkess, resigned | 
treasurer of Monogram, with no suc- | 
cessor named to the post, are being | 
taken over by Harry Iverson, comp- 


Iverson may handle both treasurer | 


and Gali- 
polis, O.; Martin, Ashland and Cyn- 


BETTE DAVIS 
MIRIAM HOPKINS 


OLD May) 
BRENT 

OZZIE 
NELSON | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA | 


th aT | 


Opens 9:15 A.M.| LOUIS PRIMA | 


fe Fri. 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“GOLDEN BOY” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


| 


RADIO 
ciry 


HARRIET HILLIARD | Ta Neon | 


WERK 
‘BING 
_ CROSBY 


| JN PERSON 
| LARRY 
| CLINTON 


in Paramount's 
AND His 


“STARMAKER” OKCHESTRA 
PARAMOUNT. 


SQUARE 


Thoreday 
‘FOUR 
FEATHERS” 
| in VYechniceolor 


Last Times Today 


Fd Sullivaa 


Harvest Moon 
Person 


“PHEY SHALE, |Nane RODRIGO 


bret 
HAVE Music” | Orch. 


In 


Tense With 
Suspense! Broadway Street 
EDWARD G. KOBINSON 
“BLACKMAIL” 


A Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer Picture 


Coming Soon—M.-G.-M.'s “THE WOMEN” 
with Norma SHEARER - Joan CRAWFORD 


Continuous from 10 a.m, 
Pop. ?rices, 25c to 1 p.m. 


B'way ond aie Show 11:30 pm Nightly 


Robert Donat in M-G-M's 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ 5th MONTH 


STARTS THURSDAY, SEPT, 14 
“THE REAL GLORY” 
with GARY COOPER 
Kroadway 


RIVOLE sv. 


ARTISTS 
Beers Open §:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 


i | a | 
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| | 
WB Theatre Managers’ Harry Jee Brown Doesn’t 
| = 
| 
| 
| THEATRES 
LOEW'S 
STRAND | 25 ( 
| 


CAI 
PREVIOUS 


HITS 


@ FRIDAY opening out-grosses sensational 
“Jesse James and “Stanley and Livingstone”! 


SATURDAY crowds push receipts to within 
split hair of all-time record! 


@® SUNDAY biggest in entire history of 
| theater, beating previous records of 
“Alexander’s’ and “Jesse James’! 


OX aie MONDAY, bigger than Friday opening, 
ouitin shows Roxy headed for another record as 
5,886-seat house reaches S. R. O. capacity 


and stops selling tickets! 
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NBC’s Attempt to Cut Royalties 
For Transcription Library Brings 


Drastic Kickback From Publishers 


Attempt by NBC to force a reduc- 
tion in royalty prices for its The- 
saurus, transcribed program library, 
has resulted in a drastic move on the 
part of Harry Fox, agent and trustee 
for some 500 publishers in the popu- 
lar and standard fields. Fox, in a 
circular letter mailed Friday (8), ad- 
vised station subscribers to the The- 
saurus that the musical compositions 
controlled by his clients must not be 
broadcast via the NBC library until 
further notice has been received 
from him. 

The shutdown on the transcription 
library came after months of nego- 
tiation for a new licensing contract. 
Som2 time before the last agreement 
expired, which was June 30 of this 
year, NBC informed Fox that it 
would insist upon a substantial re- 
duction on royalty fees for numbers 
that have been in the Thesaurus for 
more than a year. In subsequent 
talks with Fox, NBC stated that if 
the fee were cut the network would 
be willing to make a bulk deal with 
a minimum guarantee. Fox’s clients 
turned down this proposition, hold- 
ing that the present master fee of 
$15 per year per number would have 
to stand for another year, since it has 
been found not only fair and practi- 
cal, but acceptable to all other tran- 
scription manufacturers. 

Decision to have the stations 
shelve the Fox-licensed compositions 
was made Thursday (7) at a meeting 
in his office of representative pub- 
lishers and their counsel. It is esti- 
mated that these compositions con- 
stitute between 80 and 85% of the 
library’s entire repertoire. 

This makes the first time that Fox 
has taken such action in connection 
with a recorded library. The licens- 
ing agreements with the World 
Broadcasting System. Inc., and Asso- 
ciated Music Publishers, Inc., for 
their libraries do not expire until 
the end of this year. 


Bobby Brown Taking 
Over ‘Gateway’ Prod.; 
Wilson on Script End 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Bobby Brown, Columbia-WBBM 
program manager here, goes to the 
Coast to assume full production 
charge of the Jesse Lasky ‘Gateway 
to Hollywood’ show, which starts its 
second season over Columbia Oct. 8. 

W. Ray Wilson, who wrote the 
adaptation of ‘Career’ for the sum- 
mer ride for Wrigley’s, has been sig- 
natured to handle the writing assign- 
ment on all scripts. 

Wilson and Brown will meet on 
the Coast Sept. 25 to start work. 


JACOB PALEY SELLS 
2,000 CBS SHARES 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Sales of CBS stock by two insiders 
came to light last week in Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission report 
on ground-floor transactions. 

Jacob Paley reported his holdings 
had been cut 2,000 shares through 
peddling of 400 and 1,600 pieces of 
the Class A. Leaves him with 19,- 
458 A, as well as 33,362 pieces of the 
B paper. 

Herbert Bayard Swope unloaded 
120 shares of A stock, slicing his pile | 
to 9,680. 


Burnett Quits WBBM 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Hal Burnett has resigned as pub- 
licity chief for WBBM, the local Co- 
lumbia station. 
His duties were taken over by 
Frank Rand, who has been press- 


agenting Columbia network shows in 
the midwest. 


Otterson in Conn. 


Hartford, Conn., Sept. 12. 

Radio Wire Television Corp., John 
E. Otterson’s setup, has incorporated 
two subsidiaries in Hartford, Radio 
Wire Television of Connecticut, Inc., 
and Wire Broadcasting of Connecti- 
cut, Inc. 

Papers filed disclose that each will 
have a stock value of $2,000, with a 
Capitalization of $1,000. 


Vox Pop Moving to CBS 
And 50-Station Hookup 


Parks Johnson and Wally Butter- 
worth have pacted_ for 
an indefinite period for Penn Tobac- 
co, to start Oct. 5 over Columbia’s 
network. Presently the Vox Pop 
pair are on NBC red network, with 
23 stations getting show for same 
sponsor. Penn Tobacco bought 50 
stations on CBS last week. 

When Johnson-Butterworth team 
goes over to CBS, they will broad- 
cast from Bell Telephone exhibit 
building at the N. Y. World’s Fair 
grounds. They are now putting on 
the show from the RCA exhibit at 
the exposition. 


Grombach Wins First 
Round in $60,000 Suit 
Vs. Stack-Goble, Waring 


New York supreme court justice 
Sidney Bernstein Thursday (7) 
granted an application to Grombach 
Productions, Inc., and ordered the 
examination before trial of Stack- 
Goble Advertising Agency, Inc., on 
September 15, either through Harold 
Kemp, radio director, or a v.p. of 
the agency. The judge at the same 
time denied an application to ex- 
amine the plaintiff. 

Other defendants in the action, 
which seeks $60,000, are Fred C. War- 
ing, Grove Laboratories, Inc., his 
radio sponsor, and John O’Connor, 
his sponsor. 

It is charged by Grombach, which 
is in the business of creating radio 
programs, that it submitted a pro- 
gram and recordings entitled ‘Stop, 
Look and Listen,’ to Stack-Goble for 
the purpose of finding a sponsor. It 
is alleged that the agency turned 
over the program idea to Waring, 
who has been using it, but who has 
not paid for it. 


8-STATION NEW YORK 
HEARST NET TEES OFF 


Realignment of eight Hearst sta- 
tions into the New York Broadcast- 
ing System with WINS, New York, 
as the broadcast central, was for- 
mally teed off Monday (11) with 
special ceremonies under Carl Cal- 
man, v.D. and general manager. Ed 
Lennon is sales manager. Al Grobe, 
from publicity, becomes traffic man- 
ager, and B. S. Bercovici, WINS 
news commentaior, also takes on the 
system’s press relations. Bercovici 
was originally a public relationist. 

WABY, Albany; WIBX, Utica; 
WSYR, Syracuse; WMBO, Auburn; 
WSAY, Rochester; WKDW, Buffalo 
and WJTN, Jamestown, comprise the 
other links. 


Gene Furgason Splits 
With Cliff Sleininger 


Gene Furgason and Cliff Slein- 
inger have split as partners of Gene 
Furgason & Co. Under the revised 
setup, Furgason owns the company 
outright and he will continue to rep- 
resent his stations in the same areas 
as he did before the partnership. 

Besides his old list, the recent ad- 
ditions by Furgason include WJAS 
and KQV, Pittsburgh, and WHJB, 
Greensburg, Pa, 


‘Lamplighter’ Back 


‘The Lamplighter’ returns to WOR, 
New York, Oct. 10, sponsored by A. 
Goodman & Sons. Program was on 
the station last winter, backed by 
Julius Grossman. 

New time calls for Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings 9:15-9:30 p.m. 
Jacob Tarshish is the ‘Lamplighter.’ 


Joe Weed, the station rep, pappy | 


of a son, his third child, last Fri- 


Premieres 


(From Wed. to following Thurs.) 


Wed., Sept. 13 


Texaco Siar Theatre, WABC- 
CBS, 9 pm. EDST. First half- 
hour variety, with Ken Murray, 
Kenny Baker, Frances Langford 
and David Broekman, originates 
Holiywood. Second half-hour 
drama, Maxwell Anderson's ‘Val- 
ley Forge,’ with Philip Merivale, 
Stanley Ridge, Ed Trevor, orig- 


inates New York. Buchanan 
agency. Producers, Ed Gardner, 
Tony Stanford. Announcers, 


Jimmy Wallington (L.A.), Larry 
Elliott (N.Y.). Hookup, $6 sta- 
tions. 
Sun., Sept. 13 
General Electric Hour of 
Charm, WEAF-NBC, 10-10:30 
p.m. Phil Spitalny orchestra 
with Evelyn, Three Little Words, 
Maxine, John Anderson and 
‘The Woman of the Week.’ 
BBD. & O. Producer, David 
White. Announcer, Del Shar- 
butt. Originates from N. Y. 
Hookup, 58 stations 
Tues., Sept. 19 
Lever Bros. ‘Rinso), WABC- 
CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. ‘Big Town’ 


with Edward Robinson, Ona 
Munson, Producer, William 
Robson. Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Originates from Hollywood, 
Hookup, 60 stations. 

Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy), 


WABC-CBS, 8:30-9 p.m., Walter 
O’Keefe’s variety show, with 
Robert Emmett Dolan, conduct- 
ing, and guest. Producer, Ever- 
ard Meade. Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
Originates from Hollywood. 
Hookup, 60 stations, 


WKRC Stays With 
CBS Pending FCC 
Approval of Sale 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 

Hulbert Taft, Sr., editor of the 
Times-Star, paid his first visit 
Friday (8) to WKRC, which the 
paper recently purchased, pending 
FCC approval. His inspection was 
made with Mefford R. Runyon, vice- 
president in charge of CBS proper- 
ties, who was in town for the day, 
and with Bill Schudt, Jr., station 
manager. CBS has owned and 
operated WKRC for several years. 

With the Sept. 24 time change, 
CBS switches its local outlet to L. B. 
Wilson’s WCKY, whose power was 
upped from 10,000 to 50,000 watts a 
few weeks since, 

Under Times-Star operation 
WKRC will be managed by Taft’s 
son, Hulbert, Jr., who has been con- 
nected with the sheet’s news depart- 
ment. 

According to Runyon, it likely will 
| be late in November or the first of 
the new year before the WKRC sale 
is cleared in Washington, which 
means that the station will continue 
under CBS management until then. 


Last week the Times-Star re- 
ceived an FCC okay for facsimile 
broadcasting on a request that was 
made before the paper bought 
WKRC. Facsimile transmission will 
be done via equipment to be set up 
in the Times-Star’s building in the 
downtown district. Starting date is 
indefinite. WKRC’s studios and 
transmitter are to remain in the 
Alms hotel, Walnut Hills, suburb. 


Dole’s Radio Account 


With the replacement of Phil 
Baker by Al Pearce Oct. 11 in the 
account’s Wednesday evening spot on 
CBS, Dole Pineapple will switch its 
radio representation from Young & 
Rubicam back to N. W. Ayer. 

Ayer at the time of the switch 
early this year retained all other 
phases of the Dole account. 

Baker last week expressed him- 
self as nonplussed by the event. He 
said that he considered himself as 
the innocent victim of a tug-of-war 
between two agencies for an account. 
When ad agencies, he said, start 
swinging at each other, the radio artist 
invariably winds up in the middle. 
| Young & Rubicam took the switch- 
/back as just one of those incidents 


day (8). New partner in the Weed | in the advertising craft, merely com- 
company has been labeled Cornelius | menting that the sales on Dole prod- 


John Weed. 


ucts have been increasing steadily. 


Back to Ayer Agcy. 


Nets 


War Coverage Code 


Washington, Sept. 12. 


Following is the code on war news coverage which has been 
adopted by NBC, CBS and Mutual: 


Every effort consistent with the 
news itself is to be made to avoid 
horror, suspense and undue ex- 
citement. Particular effort will be 
made to avoid suspense in cases 
where the information causing the 
suspense is of no particular use to 
the listener. 

For example, news of air-raid 
alarms should not be’ broadcast 
until we actually learn whether or 
not there has been an air raid. 
Also, we will avoid descriptions of 
hypothetical horrors which have not 
actually occurred, such as discussing 
the things that might go on if an- 
other ship were to be torpedoed. 

Horror Stuff Out 

In all broadcasts about the plight 
of refugees, the number of killed 
and wounded, and so on, we will use 
our best news judgment and try to 
avoid undue shock to the radio 
audience, without taking upon our- 
selves an unjustifiable responsibility 
for concealing how bad the war 
really is. 

Broadcasters will make every 
effort to be temperate, responsible 
and mature in selecting the manner 
in which they make the facts of war 
and its attendant circumstances 
known to the audience, 

Broadcasters will, at all times, try 
to distinguish between fact, official 
statement, news obtained from re- 
sponsible official or unofficial 
sources, rumor, and matter taken 
from or contained in the foreign 
press or other publications, so that, 
by reporting and identifying these 
sources, we can help the radio audi- 
ence as much as possible to evaluate 
the news brought to it. 

The radio audience should be 
clearly informed that the news from 
many sources, whether it be press 
bulletins or direct broadcasts, is cen- 
sored and must be appraised in the 
light of this censorship. 

Broadcasters will designate, if they 
choose, broadcasts of news and news 
analysis, either or both, from Eu- 
rope at such intervals as they in- 
dividually deem te be desirable. It is 
advisable that these broadcasts be by 
Americans as far as possible, and 
that each individual broadcaster in- 
struct the persons he employs, either 
permanently or temporarily, in the 
general principles set forth here. In 
so far as European broadcasts con- 
tain news analysis, they are to con- 
form to the definition of news 
analysis hereinafter set forth. 

Fairness to Belligerents 

Speeches by foreigners from 
abroad, public proclamations and 
statements, and like matter are to be 
handled by each individual broad- 
caster in such manner as he deems 
best to serve his audience, but it is 
essential that fairness to all belliger- 
ents be maintained and that this 
phase of the operations be carried 
out in such a way that the American 


given effect, and no news analyst or 
other news broadcaster is to be ale« 
lowed to say anything in an effort 
to influence action or opinion of 
others one way or the other. 

Nothing in this is intended to for- 
bid any news broadcaster from at- 
tempting to evaluate the news as it 
develops, provided he substantiates 
his evaluation with facts and atten- 
dant circumstances. His basis for 
evaluation should, of course, be im- 
personal, sincere and honest. 

In order not to keep the public 
unduly disturbed and alarmed, each 
broadcaster, exercising his own news 
judgment, will endeavor to interrupt 
programs for news bulletins as little 
as seems consistent with good opera- 
tions. 

No propaganda in connection with 
the war will be allowed in either the 
commercial announcements or the 
context of commercial programs. 
Nothing in this shall be interpreted 
as barring straight news or news 
analysis, as herein have been de- 
scribed, from commercial programs. 

The safeguards of fairness and 
program balance now applied in the 
handling of speeches on controver- 
sial issues will continue to be ap-= 
plied and, in order to make this ef- 
fective, every effort will be made to 
obtain the text of speeches before 
they are scheduled. 


Invasion of Privacy 
Grounds for Suit, 
Coast Jurist Rules 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

The right of an individual to sue 
broadcasting companies and sponsors 
for invasion of privacy was upheld 
in a_ precedental ruling handed 
down in San Francisco by Federal 
Judge A. F. St. Sure. 

Decision was made in denying moe 
tion of Rio Grande Oil Co. to dis- 
miss suit brought by Howard Mau 
for unauthorized use of his name on 
company’s ‘Calling All Cars’ show 
on CBS. Case is first on record in 
this state to challenge a broadcast 
with claim of privacy rights in- 
vasion, 

Judge St. Sure’s decision stated 
plaintiff may collect damages upon 
proof of claim that his ‘right to be 
let alone’ had been violated. Rio 
Grande and co-defendant, CBS, were 
given 10 days in which to file an an- 
swer to Mau’s action. 

Suit asserts ‘Calling Cars’ program 
of Aug. 4, 1938 aired details of a 
robbery in 1937 during which com- 


audience shall be as completely and/plainant, a chauffeur, was held up 


fairly informed as possible. 
Broadcasters recognize that, if they 


and badly wounded. 


Ever since Mau 
has been subject to acute nervous 


do not handle the war with complete | attacks at mention of the shooting 
land, suit claims, program’s unaus 
‘thorized use of his name caused con- 


responsibility toward the American 
people, and if they deviate from 
these principles, they run the risk 
of involving all other broadcasters in 
the consequence of their acts. The 
operation of these principles should 
include at all times a strong respons- 


ibility toward the industry as a 
whole. 
If broadcasts become available 


from scenes of battle, bombed areas, 
air-raid shelters, refugee camps and 
so On; broadcasters will not deprive 
the audience of the ability of radio 
to give them first-hand information, 
but will use taste and judgment to 
prevent such broadcasts from being 
unduly harrowing. 
Propaganda to Be Labeled 

If broadcasters put on propaganda 

disseminated by radio stations or the 


| press of European countries or dis- 
| tributed by these countries in any 


other manner, each will be guided 


iby his own news judgment and en- 


deavor to label precisely the source 
of the material, and to do this suf- 
ficiently often so that no reasonablv 
careful listener is likely to be mis- 
led, and he will also be governed by 
the same rules of fairness in pre- 
senting all sides, though not neces- 
sarily in the same broadcast, nor 
need this judgment be a quantita- 
tive one. 

In this connection, it is recognized 
that there are certain hazards in 
bringing these broadcasts direct to 
this country and extreme care will 
be exercised in so doing. 

All the foregoing general prin- 
ciples will, of course, apply to do- 
mestic broadcasts on any phase of 
the war. All news _ broadcasts 
whether sponsored or unsponsored, 


are to remain in the strictest con- 


trol of the broadcaster in order that 
the standards herein set forth may 
be maintained. 

News analysts are at all times to 
be confined strictly to explaining 
and evaluating such fact, rumor, 
propaganda, and so on as are avail- 
able. No news analyst or news 
broadcaster of any kind is to be al- 
lowed to express personal editorial 
judgment or to select or omit news 
with the purpose of creating any 


siderable mental anguish. 


MAURICE BENT, NEW 
TO RADIO, B-S-H V.P. 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Maurice Bent has been named v.p. 


|and general manager of the Blackett- 


Sample - Hummert agency. Bent 
comes in to take the desk vacated 


|by P. G. Parker, who resigned two 


jthe radio or 


weeks ago. 
Bent has had no hackground in 
show business, but 


| comes in directly from LaSalle street 


| brokerage houses. 


Nehi to Resume Ripley 
After 3-Month Layoff 


Bob Ripley show, which winds up 
its ‘present schedule on Sept. 29, 
resumes again for its present spon- 
sors, Nehi Co., Jan. 8, on CBS. New 
series has been signed for 39 weeks, 
with an option for renewal of 39 ad- 
ditional weeks after that. Ripley 
goes on three-month vacation before 
starting again next January. 

Ripley show presently is ballying 
Crown-Cola for Nehi. This packaged 
broadcast is agented by B.B.D. & O., 
with Ripley reputed to be receiving 
$12,500 per show. 


Poetic Commercials 
Richmond Clothes is placing tran- 


: scribed minute announcements on 21 


stations in the midwest. The copy is 
of the jingle type. 
McCann-Erickson’s Cleveland 


office is handling the campaign. 
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SELF-REGULATION WAR 


Agencies Fix Protection | 


INFORMALLY 


Most of the major agencies in radio are protecting themselves and 
their clients from liability in the event of war by inserting such waiv- 
ers in their talent contracts. A few of them began to insert the clause 
after the Munich incident of last fall. In many instances, as options 
become due, agencies are asking that talent agree to the inclusion or 
pasting on of this rider. 

Several agencies are going beyond the war angle to reduce the po- 
tential liability of their clients. They are writing in act-of-God, strike, 
sabotage, plant-destruction and all other beyond-the-client’s-control 
clauses. Provision is also being made in the new contracts to allow 
tor cancellation of talent contracts in the event the Government fixes 
prices to the point that the sponsor’s profit is seriously curtailed. 


FCC Orders WMCA to Defend 
License; Hinges on Decodings 


+ 
| 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
First instance of Federal stick- 
waving at broadcasters as a result of 
European war coverage came today 
(Tuesday) in the form of a citation 
of WMCA, N. Y., to show cause why 
its license should not be revoked 


THEATRE SERVICE 


WBT, Charlotte, Furnishing News 
Dises for Film Audiences 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 12. 
The WBT news staff is serving 


ee the Federal Com- theatregoers, anxious for European 
Complaint formally filed by the developments, since the war began. 


Commish grew out of news reports; Three-minute discs are made of 
and trade gossip that WMCA picked | the latest news twice nightly and 
up, decoded and aired messages by} rushed to the Carolina and Imperial 
German and British governments to. film theatres, where they are played 
their forces. An investigation or-| during the 7 and 9 p.m. intermissions, 


dered by the FCC will result in a 


hearing to determine if the Com- 
munications Act was actually vio- 
lated. 


Action is based on provisions of a 
1934 law prohibiting unauthorized | 


publication of intercepted WJR'S ALLEGED 
following scrutiny of WMCA ve COUGHLIN BIAS | 


tisements and stories claiming the | 


Alleged illegal interception of mili- 
tary and naval orders is charged, 


station picked up code instructions. | 
had an expert decipher them and | 
used the info as war bulletins. 
Another possible headache for) 
WMCA has been suggested. If the! 


hearing develops that the station did| pope of charges that WJR can- 
not violate the Communications law | i 


and the claims are exaggerated, C¢lled an anti-Father Coughlin | 
other Federal bodies, notably the, speech, skedded to be given by Rev. 
(Continued on page 28) Walton E. Cole, of First Unitarian 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 


immediately by the Federal Com- 
munications commish, according to 


War Causes President ation 
To Cancel Radio Talk | tor Aug 30, was 
. cancelled by WJR because it con- 
To Democratic Women 


tained a blast at Father Coughlin’s | 
pro-Nazi preachings, it was charged 
Washington, Sept. 12. by Rev. Cole. Talk, first of a series 
One effect of the European tiff is 
the cancellation of President Roose- 


velt’s scheduled political talk Satur- 


for Social 
scheduled 


Justice, was 
over CKLW 


given as 
here ond | 


day (16) to Democratic women. Pol- indie hookup. § 
icy angles must be considered from| 1” telegram to FCC, Rev. Cole de- 
now on | manded FCC ‘take the necessary ac- 

Because ‘national unity’ is more tion’ to force WJR to ‘afford equal | 
important than party morale, the | 0PPportunity to both sides of con-| 
President Thursday (7) called off his | troversial questions, ‘or that its li- 


cense be revoked.’ WJR is originat- 


microphone appearance, carded by : ‘ 
ing station for Father Coughlin’s in- 


all three webs. Fearing that no mat- | 


ter how innocuous, any statement! die hookup of about 60 stations on 

into which political or diplomatic | Sunday afternoons, — ; as 

meaning might be read would be! In letter to Rev. Cole, Slowie said: | 


‘Insofar as your complaint states 


Scareheaded overseas. 

Remainder of the program will go 
On, with Mrs. Roosevelt as the chief 
attraction. Others include Josephine | 
Roche, former assistant secretary of | 
Treasury; Florence Kerr, assistant 
WPA administrator, and Mrs. Ellen 
Woodward, of the Social Security | 
Board. 


In changing his mind, the Presi- | 


sided propaganda, rather than for 
free discussion of controversial sub- 
jects, it will be investigated by this 
commission and the incident de- 
scribed considered as it may bear 
upon whether WJR is operating in 
the public interest.” 

In absence of Leo J. Fitzpatrick, 


dent remarked that ‘a week ago I} general manager of WJR, who's out | 
might consistently have spoken! of town, Owen Uridge, assistant g.m. 
words primarily addressed to our! of station, refused to comment on) 


Democratic women. But the events 
of the past few days render it im- 
perative that every utterance of 
mine in these days of tension be ad- 
dressed.to all of our citizens.’ 


Kaltenborn to Lecture 


Albany, Sept. 12. 

H. V. Kaltenborn is booked for 
September lectures, one under spon- 
sorship of the City Club here, in au- 
ditorium of Albany High School, 
Sept. 28. 

Columbia commentator spoke be- 
fore a capacity audience in Chancel- 
lor’s Hall here last winter, and also ican. 
in nearby Troy. He broadcast be-, Replaces Herb Glover, 
ture the talks in both cities. {count of lengthy illness. 


the letter. 


Jimmy eos Heads 
Lord & Thomas Publicity 


Jimmy Cannon has been named | 
head of the Lord & Thomas radio | 
publicity department in New York. 
, Cannon previously was a copywriter 
for the Kudner agency, and prior to | 


out on ac- 


sponsored by Unitarian Fellowship | 


note 
'warned them against falling for the 


| other 


| WJR is acting as a vehicle for one- | 


| and 


|Transradio Press. 


i today (Tuesday, 5), 


Gov’t Tacitly Agrees to Let. 
Broadcasters Solve Own. 


Coverage Problems, 


Rather Than Dictate — 


Neville Miller and Webs’ 


Reps Ask for Consultation 
in Event Special Rules Are 


Contemplated 


CBS UNHAMPERED 


Washington, Sept. 12, 
Tacit agreement to let broadcasters 


attempt to solve war coverage prob- 
lems 
rather than government 
was reached yesterday (Monday) at | 
a parley between an FCC special | 
committee and industry heads. 
both sides claiming no complaints or | 
criticism were pondered, conferees | 
reported a general understanding 
that no official interpretations of ra- | 
dio’s obligations will be attempted. | 
|The adoption of policies and prac- | 


through voluntary control, 


with, 


a will be left to the discretion of | 
licensees. 


Industry contingent, headed by Ne- | 


ville Miller and including spokesmen | 


B. O. Tipoff 


On the well-founded grounds 
that expenditures for entertain- 
| ment are an index of community 
| earnings plus desire to spend, 
sponsors and agencies are urged 
to examine the Picture Grosses 
printed each week in VARIETY. 
These appear this week on pages 
9-11. 

Reports on most cities are pre- 
faced by a lead-off explanation 
enabling the uninitiated to difer- 
entiate between theatre attend- 
ance as the result of community 
well-being, and attendance as the 
result of exceptionally strong 


film product. 


CONSIDERS 
HIRING OWN 
CHIEF 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Independent Radio Network Affil- | 


| jiates meeting in Chicago this week | 


| the 


War May Pare ASCAP Importance 
At NAB Confab; 
Up to $1,750,000 for Music Plan 


May Ask Pledges 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
European war coverage may de- 
velop into an important topic of dis- 
cussion at the two-day convention of 


National Association of Broad- 
casters, starting Friday (15), at the 


| Edgewater Beach hotel, even though 


the main issue will be the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. Despite the agree- 
ment of the three major networks as 
released by the NAB in Washington, 
Monday (yesterday), the indie sta- 
tion operators feel that their own 
local problems on the subject of war 
news, or sentiment regulation, should 
be aired while they are gathered 
here. 

One person that appears to have 
the broadcasters worried in this con- 
nection is Father Charles Coughlin. 
They want to retain the business 
that his broadcasts entail and also 
steer clear of any censorship en- 
tanglements, but there is always the 
fear that the Detroit cleric may say 
something which will provoke a 
serious reaction. Because of this 
situation, the broadcasters may go 
beyond the webs’ agreement and 
adopt further self-regulating meas- 
ures in the hope of averting any 
prodding from the _ direction of 


| Washington. 


Talk on the ASCAP issue will cen- 
ter around the plan for broadcast- 
jing to develop its own reservoir of 


| for three national chains—NBC, CBS | is considering engaging a salaried | music as drawn up by Sidney Kaye, 


to consult them if any special rules | 


| or proclamations were contemplated. | its own paid president. 


a Mutual—urged the commission | executive to head the organization, 


despite the fact that the NAB has 
The advo- 


| special NAB copyright counsel and 
‘also CBS. staff 
| pected 


lawyer. It is ex- 


that the assembled broad- 


|A plea was entered that the Commish | cates of the idea feel that the em- casters will be asked to pledge them- 
take no steps which would punish | ployment of such person would heip | selves to contribute to a fund re- 


No promises were made, but com- 
| mitteemen indjcated they will first 
try negotiations if question of mis- 
conduct. arises. Possible action 


| against WMCA, New York, was im- 


Church, Toledo, will be undertaken | plied, however, as regulators brought | 


up an advertisement claiming the 


| station had decoded foreign messages | 
|and given its listeners low-down not 
| available from other sources. 


Chain execs assured Commish their | 
_ (Continued | on page 34) 


| bulk of industry in the event some! strengthen the conduct of the or- 
lindividual station commits offenses 
/or exercises poor judgment. 


ganization. 

| It has been found practically im- 
possible to get the station owners 
| allied with this group within 
| NAB to sit through meetings, or to 


| arrive at definite decisions on vari- | 


|ous problems which have arisen. 
| The IRNA executive board now feels 
| that the establishment of a paid of- 
| ficer with an office force would 
| bring the IRNA members full-time 
guidance. 
| been mentioned for the proposed 
post by the IRNA in their airing of 
a the subject. 


Transradio Blasts Other News 


Agencies for 


Transradio News 
to station clients 


Service, 
last week, 
scarehead war news sent out by the 
press associations. The note 
was rated in the broadcasting trade 
as the most sizzling blast of criticism 
that one news collecting agency has 
directed against another since news 
became a staple commodity in the 
business. 

By inference, the note lectured the 


‘other news associations for lending 


mongering’ 


The 


‘rumor 
reporting.’ 


themselves. to 
‘irresponsible 
note, in part, read: 

‘Virtually every newspaper in the 


country yesterday carried enormous 


banner headlines reading: 

‘First Great Battle!’ 

‘Guns Roar on Western Front?” 

‘French Break Through!’ 

‘News—or what purported to be 
'news—of a great battle on the 
/ French-German front was carried by 
every major press association except 
No such battle 
‘has yet been fought. 

‘Up to this time, the most reliable 
| advices indicate no engagement of 
any sort has taken place. The Ger- 
i'man version was that up to 3 a.m., 
not a shot had 
| been fired on the western front, and 


| that was with Hearst’s N. Y. Amer- ‘there is still no real evidence to in- 
| dicate that one has been fired up to 


| the present moment, 
‘The ‘news’ of yesterday (Monday) 


in 


False War Reports 


one’s imagination, and in all prob- 
ability the product of the imagina- 
tion of newsmen, since to date none 
‘of the services which carried the 


‘news’ of the battle has been able to | 


attribute it to responsible sources of 


information. 
‘The only basis cited for these re- 
ports was embodied in the official 


communiques of the French general ' 
{| WHO. Des Moines; 


staff. The first said the French had 


begun ‘operations.’ The second and, 
last communique of yesterday—is- 


sued after the vivid stories of a great 
battle were in print—said the French 


had made ‘contact’ with the German | 


forces. 

‘There was nothing erroneous 
the French communiques. 
error was the obvious misinterpreta- 


‘tion of them and the desire to cre- | 
ate more sensational news than was 


legitimately justified. 
‘One service went so far as to 
quote an ‘official communique’ is- 


sued by the French general staff, as- 


serting: 


‘*Attacking with traditional brav- | 


said the communique, 
troops penetrated the 


ery and elan,’ 
‘the French 


German lines at a dozen points, ad- | 
vancing as much as three kilome-!} 
| night and several Sunday afternoon 


ters.’ 


‘This ‘communique’ appears. to 


have been ‘exclusive’ with the serv-| 
WSAT, 


ice which carried it.’ 


the | 


membership on 
| issue, 


iF. Peter, 
| Henry, recent addition to the bureau. 
obviously was the product of some- | 


in | 
The only | 


quired for the execution of Kaye’s 
|plan, with the estimated figures 


|}ranging between $1,250,000 and $1,- 


750,000. The NAB leaders believe 
that their only salvation is the de- 
velopment of tax free music, or the 
outright purchase of some. estab- 
lished catalogues, which possessions 


|; will give them a strong bargaining 
| position 
| Other ideas of strategy in handling 
| the 
No particular person has | 


in dealing with ASCAP. 


matter of a new ASCAP 
licensing agreement will also be pre- 
sented. 

Preliminary to the meeting of the 
the ASCAP 
the steering committee of the 
association’s sales managers division 


| will huddle at the Palmer House to- 


morrow (Thursday) for the purpose 


‘of discussing future methods of co- 
|operation between the division and 
ithe NAB’s 


Bureau of Radio Adver- 
tising. Latter will have on hand Ed 
Kirby, public relations director; Paul 
research director, and Sam 


Steering committee consists of 
Craig Lawrence, KSO-KRNT, Iowa 


| Network, chairman; Frank Bishop, 
KFEL, Denver; L. H. Avery, WGR- 
WKBW, Buffalo; Charles C. Caley, 
WMBD, Peoria; K. W. Church, 
KMOX, St. Louis; William R. Cline, 
'WLS, Chicago; E. Y. Flanigan, 
WSPD, Toledo; Purnell Gould, 
WFBR, Baltimore; Herb Hollister, 


KANS, Topeka; J. Buryl Lottridge, 
William W. War- 


WAAB, Boston. 


ner, 


Powel Crosley, Already 
In Radio and Baseball, 
Also Goes for Footba'l 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 
Having done all right in baseball 
as principal owner and president of 
the Reds, present National league 
pennant-chasers, Powel Crosley, Jr., 
head of WLW and WSAT, last week 
took a flyer in football by acquiring 
a financial interest in the Bengals, 
Cincy pro team, which made a great 

record last year in its first season. 
Bengals will play two Saturday 


games at Crosley Field, the Reds’ 
park. Airings are to be exclusive on 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| — | | 
| 
| 
if 
| 


92 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1939 


Tums Giving NBC Another Pain, 
Involving Y. & R. and General Foods 


No sooner had NBC last week 
etraightened out a scheduling jam 
caused by one Tums’ program, ‘Pot 
of Gold,’ with Horace Heidt, than it 


became subject to another headache 
involving the same account. The sec- 
ond pain derives from NBC’s assign- 
ment of the Wednesday 8:30 to 9 p.m. 
spot on the blue to Tums’ ‘Quicksilver’ 
show, and the other parties that the 
network has to contend with in this 
tangle are General Foods and Young 
& Rubicam. 

Y & R insists that while it had 
decided to transfer Fels Naptha’s 
‘Hobby Lobby’ from the Wednesday 
night spot to CBS, it had not given 
NBC a release on the period. It was 
Y & R’s intention to put the Aldrich 
Family into this same niche Oct. 4 
to plug Jell-O, a General Foods 
product. The agency charges NBC 
with acting too hastily, and demands 
that some other arrangement be 
made for the ‘Quicksilver’ session. 

NEC let Tums tag the Wednesday 
niche for itself as soon as the net- 
work heard that ‘Hobby Lobby’ was 
being moved to Columbia, because in 
that way it hoped to solve one of its 
Tums’ problem. In selling the 7:15- 
7:30 p.m. strip (Mon. through Fri.) on 
the blue to Standard Brands for the 
‘I Love a Mystery’ serial, NBC had 
sidetracked the matter of a contract 
which Tums had for the Tuesday and 
Thursday segments of this strip. 
What has doubled General Foods’ 
burn up is that the realigment of the 
Wednesday night period was made in 
Tums’ favor to satisfy Standard 
Brands, which is a GF competitor. 

ttlement of the ‘Pot of Gold’ con- 
troversy the week before last also 
left Blackett-Sample-Hummert with 
no kindly thoughts for NBC. B-S-H 
had opposed the spotting of Tums’ 
‘Pot of Gold’ after Phillips Milk of 
Magnesia’s ‘Waltz Time’ on the red 


jink Friday nights because of the 


products’ similarity in sales appeal. 
Agency suggested that it be per- 
mitted to use the half-hour adjacent 
to ‘Waltz Time’ for the Margaret 
Anglin serial, ‘Orphans of Divorce.’ 
Both programs belong to Sterling 
Products, and under such circum- 
stances the account would be entitled 
to an hour’s rate instead of being 
billed for two half hours. NBC found 
another period for the ‘Pot of Gold,’ 
but turned the open Friday night 
half-hour over to Vitalis for its ‘For 
Men Only’ show. 


CBS ADDS 3 TO WASH. 
STAFF DUE TO WAR 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Three additional leg-men were 
taken on to bolster the CBS news 
force in expansion program attribut- 
ed last week to problems of war 
coverage. Simultaneously, the pro- 
gram department at WJSV, local 
web outlet, was forced to take 
a back seat, giving up its more spa- 
cious quarters to the reporters, edi- 
tors and commentators. 

In arranging for more extensive 
coverage, WJSV picked up Herbert 
Plummer, one-time AP feature 
writer; Frank McCaffrey, former 
financial writer; Stanton Prentis, and 
two secretaries. Staff shifts put 


John Charles Daly, special events | . 
announcer, on the news staff as as-| allows none but an AFL engineer to operate. 


substitute for Albert | Session on WNEW will operate the same as usual, with telegraph tickers 


sistant and 


Shell-Shocked Hens 


Practice of installing radios in 
chicken coops to soothe the hens 
with music and thus increase 
their egg output is well known 
among chicken farmers. But 
Frank Singiser, WOR announcer, 
claims a wacky variation. 

According to the spieler, the 
chickens on his East Islip (L. I.) 
farm have decreased their egg- 
laying by about 60% since the 
European war situation became 
critical. He explains that his 
farmhand keeps receiver 
tuned for war news while he 
works around the chicken coop 
and that the talk has a negative 
effect on the hens’ laying. 


Faulkner, Transamerk 
Split on Texaco Show; 
Freelancers Called In 


George Faulkner and the Trans- 
american Broadcasting & Television 
Corp. last week called off the con- 
tract they had covering the former’s 
adaptation assignment for the Tex- 
aco program, which returns to the 
air (CBS) tonight. There was a 
difference of opinion over treatment. 

Faulkner was formerly on the 
writing staff of the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. Instead of having a 
staff man do the adaptation of 
former Broadway hits for the pro- 
gram, Transamerican now intends 
to farm out the work to freelancers. 


Widdifield Quits Seeds; 
Wailace in Pred. Post 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Cecil Widdifield leaves the Rus- 
sell M. Seeds agency, where he has 
been in charge of radio produc- 
tion. 

Being replaced by Tom Wallace, 
who will work under the supervision 
of Freeman Keyes, chief of the 
agency. 


‘Steelmakers’ Mutual 
Net Boosted to 45 


Total of 45 Mutual outlets, includ- 
ing WOR, New York, 16 more sta- 
tions than it used last year, will carry 
the Wheeling Steel Corp.’s ‘Musical 
Steelmakers’ when the program re- 
turns to the air Oct. 8. 

Originates at WWVA, Wheeling, 
W. Va. 


NBC- 
PALSY-WALSY 
CONFAB 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

NBC's meeting with its blue net- 
work affiliates today (Tues.) turned 
out to be a palsy-walsy housewarm- 
ing instead of the battle anticipated. 
The crossfire of complaints from the 
station men did not materialize and 
what had been expected to be a 
major bone of contention, the matter 
of giving these affiliates more local 
option time, did not even come up. 

With Niles Trammel, NBC execu- 
tive v.p., presiding, the affiliates were 
told about the new business that had 
been lined up for the blue this sea- 
son. Ken Dyke, promotion chief, 
compared the dollar value of the blue 
with the leading nickel mags and 
Keith Kiggins, director of the blue 
link, assured the affiliates that the 
plaint about the quality of sustain- 
ing speakers would be solved by as- 
signing some of these programs to 
the red network. Much was also 
made by the NBC executives of the 
war coverage service that has been 
given the blue. 

Another gathering is slated for to- 
morrow (Wednesday), on which oc- 
casion, according to indications, the 
network will receive a vote of con- 
fidence. 


Spot Dr. Raiguel 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

‘ Dr. George Earle Raiguel, lecturer, 
world traveler and expert on foreign 
affairs, Thursday (7) began a series 
of broadcasts on European situation 
on WFIL. 

Dr. Raiguel, who is one of the few 
men ever to interview Stalin, broad- 
casts each Tuesday and Thursday at 


7:30 p.m. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


In a survey of portable set listening on bathing beaches around New 
York during two weekends in August, Hooper-Holmes, Inc., found that out 
of 75.2% mechanisms in use, 42% were tuned in on WOR, Newark. The 
check, which was made for the latter station, also showed that 12.9% of 
these listeners were dialed in on WJZ, 8.2% on WEAF, 7.2% on WABC, 


and 29.7% on all the other metropolitan outlets. 


The sample consisted of 


630 sets, with Jones Beach, Long Beach, Reis Park and Asbury Park the 
spots, and Aug. 12, 13, 26 and 27 the dates of the survey. 
About 72% of the portables were @wned by persons under 25 years of 


age. 


dance music, 11.2% to other music, and 12.5% to general programs. 
average group listening to a set consisted of six persons. 


Of those, 46.7% were listening to baseball broadcasts, 29.6% to 


The 
On Saturday, 


Aug. 26, when both WOR and WAEC had baseball broadcasts, 46 sets were 


in on WOR and 18 had the CBS key. 


When Stan Shaw conducts his ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ at the New York 


World’s Fair Sunday (17) afternoon 


or do anything but announce the tunes. 


he won’t be able to touch a record 
Program is not going to be aired, 


but will be confined to the Fair’s public address system, which carries the 


music of the various bands brought 
to over 20 points on the grounds. 


into the amusement area each week 


Shaw will do the stunt from a platform in the Court of Peace, using 
Fair equipment, which according to American Federation of Labor rules, 


Conductor of the owl 


Warner, chain commentator. Jimmie | set up on the platform to receive requests from anybody on the Fair 


Hurlburt and Albert N. Dennis were 
transferred from other chores to the 
news room, with Ann Gillis, special 
events director, and Bill Slocum, 
press agent, as coordinators, 


Cowl, Calhern Wiil 


Guest for Texaco 


Jane Cowl and Louis Calhern have 
been inked to do a guest shot Sept. 
27 on the Texaco Star theatre. 

Milton Geiger is doing the adapta- 
tion of ‘Saturday’s Children,’ which 
will be heard on the Sept. 20 airing. 


OILER PULLS OVER 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Wilshire Oil’s ‘Pull Over Neigh- 
bor’ goes over to the Don Lee state 
network after a session on Colum- 
bia’s Pacific web. 

Sam Pierce produces and Art 
Baker continues as m.c, 


grounds. 
Helen Hayes gets $5,000 a crack 


(10) and has another spot Sept. 24. 


phia next Monday (18), 


Her second 
ering Heights.’ : 


from, Columbia executives. 


Orson Welles, agented by Mark Hanna. 


from Campbell Playhouse opposite 
She did ‘Peter Ibbetson’ Sunday 
In between she’s rehearsing ‘Ladies 


and Gentlemen,’ Philip Merivale replacing Herbert Marshall as the lead. 
Pat Harrington, who left Jack White’s Club 18 for the Coast where the 
play first opened, will confine himself to the legit, and not double back 
into the 52d street nitery. Legit opens Oct. 17 on Broadway; in Philadel- 


Campbell radio chore will be ‘Wuth- 


Thomas Grandin, on an evening CBS broadcast from Paris, spent much 
of his allotted time in emphasizing necessity for neutrality and disinterest- 
edness on part of American broadcasters. 
meticulously worded as to suggest possibility of collaboration by, or orders 


Talk was so strongly and 


First time that the subject of broadcasters’ attitude toward the war had 
been discussed so frankly on a network shot by one of their men, although 
there had been much private confabbing. 


RCA’s decision to put its Magic Key program in mothballs indefinitely 
following the Sept. 18 broadcast was received with little surprise in the 
trade. It’s been running consistently a poor last, as to ratings, among the 
evening hour shows. The stanza was brought back to the blue link, but 
as a night-time release, in June after the trade pointed out the inconsis- 
tency of RCA bowing out at a time when its subsid, NBC, was trying to 
sell other sponsors the idea of staying on the air through the summer. 
RCA described its latest exit as a network sponsor as a ‘breathing spell.’ 


Pro Grid Games Shift N. Y. Spiclers: 


Ford Dealers Buy Big 6 Games 


‘Mix’ Vice ‘Story’ 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

From present indications the ‘In- 
side Story’ show on the NBC Blue 
for Ralston, through the Gardner 
agency, will blow as of Oct. 2. 

Ralston starts its ‘Tom Mix’ show 
on its NBC ride Sept. 25, with local 
Gardner manager, C. L. Menser, 
handling the production. Ranch 
Boys quartet has been brought back 
from the Coast to warble the theme 
song and read some lines. 


Newspaper-Owned 
Station Sets Up Own 
Blood Donor Service 


Hartford, Sept. 12. 

Station WTHT, in cooperation 
with The Hartford Times, has or- 
ganzied the ‘Times Radio Blood 
Donors’ League.’ Station is owned 
by the paper. 

Purpose of the league is to organ- 
ize a volunteer group of citizens who 
will agree to act as blood donors to 
aid those who cannot afford to pay 
for transfusions, League will be a 
non-profit venture, and has the ap- 
proval of local physicians and medi- 
cal associations. 

League will function in the fol- 
lowing manner: WTHT will enroll 
persons willing to submit themselves 
as donors. These will be typed. Co- 
operation of the police will provide 
speedy transportation when needed. 
A 24-hour service will be available. 
Service will be granted only to ac- 
credited institutions and attending 
physicians, 

It is expected to save the city at 
least $2,500 annually. 


Stevens, Renard Set 
For Rinso and Ward 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Leith Stevens draws the baton on 
Edward G. Robinson's ‘Big Town’ 
for Rinso, which resumes Sept. 10 
over CBS. 

Jacques Renard presides over the 
downbeat on Joe Penner’s new Ward 
baking series, starting Oct.. 5 on 
NBC-Blue. Both programs have 
Coast originations. 


STEEL’S NEW SPONSOR 


20 Grand Takes Him: Lyons Re- 
places for Besdine 


Johannes Steel's news commentary 
on WMCA, New York, has been 
bought by Twenty Grand Cigarettes. 
Program, which started Monday 
(11), runs across the board 17:45-8 
p.m. with an early 6:30 p.m. shot 
piped to WAAB, Boston.  Steel’s 
contract with the ciggie manufac- 
turer is exclusive for 13 weeks, forc- 
ing him to drop his similar commer- 
cial for Donald Besdine, Inc. 

Eugene Lyons, editor of the Amer- 
ican Mercury, and former VarIETy 
Moscow correspondent, joins the 
station tonight (Wednesday), assum- 
ing Steel’s spot for Besdine. Lyons 
will air four days Wednesday to Sat- 
urday, 10:45-11 p.m. He’s set for 26 
weeks. 


Bob Becker Starts Disc 
Program on WFIL, Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

Bob Becker, once with the ‘Make- 
Believe Ballroom’ on WNEW, New 
York, yesterday (Monday) started an 
eye-opener series on WFIL from. 1 
to 8 a.m., using popular recordings. 

Betty Jo and her Radio Rangers, 
hillbilly troupe, same day began a 
series spotted for the corry husker 
trade, daily from 6:30 to 7 a.m. 


Williamson’s New Post 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 

Al Williamson, former chief of 
publicity of NBC in Chicago and re- 
cently with the local Tom Fizdale 
office, has been named publicity di- 
rector of the State Farm Insurance 
Co. in Bloomington, Ill. 

Williamson went to Illinois Wes- 
leyan in that town and formerly 
worked on the Bloomington Panta- 
graph. 


Airing of professional football 
from New York this fall has brought 
a shifting of sports announcers from 
New York home stations to opposi- 
tion transmitters. Red Barber, who's 
set with Bob Elson to do the World 
Series on WOR-Mutual, is to do the 
New York pro Giant games assisted 
by Dick Fishell, of WHN, who comes 
over to WOR for the chore. Stan 
Lomax, a WOR sportscaster shifts to 
WHN to do the Brooklyn Dodgers 
grid games. Lomax will be assisted 
there by Earl Harper, who currently 
describes baseball games of the New- 
ark Bears and Jersey City Giants, of 
the International League, on WNEW. 
Both series are sponsored by 
Wheaties. 

For the World Series, which will 
probably start Oct. 4 from the park 
of the American League flag winner, 
a third sportscaster is still to be see 
lected. Grantland Rice has been 
mentioned. He'll do pre-came 
mentary. Bob Elson, Barber’s assiste 
ant-to-be, aired the ball games of the 
Chicago Cubs and White Sox over 
WGN, Chicago, all summer, Barber 
is also set to conduct the ‘We Want 
a Touchdown,’ sports quiz program 
on WOR, when the show returns 
Sept. 28, 10:30-11 p.m. Show will 
get away with teams of former New 
York U. and Colgate U. stars facing 
each other on Barber’s sports quizzes, 

Fishell is also set to pick grid win- 
ners on the Vitalis program. 


Ford Dealers Set Big 6 


Kansas City, Sept. 12. 

Ford dealers of Kansas City and 
territory within 100 miles are on the 
dotted line to sponsor broadcast of 
Big Six football tussles this fall. 
McCann-Erickson agency negotiated 
the deal with the dealers’ associa- 
tion. 

Walt Lochman, sports announcer, 
will handle the games via KMBC, 
with first game on the docket Sept, 
30 between Missouri and Colorado 
at Columbia. Lochman may have 
to broadcast final game of Little 
World Series same night, as Kansas 
City Blues have just cinched the 
pennant and will play the final game 
if necessary on that date. 

Sked calls for nine grid broad- 
casts, with final one on Noy. 30 
covering Missouri vs. Kansas, tra- 
ditional annual battle. 


Ayer’s Huddle 
Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

N. W. Ayer opens its annual two- 
day huddle with announcers for the 
Atlantic Refining Co.’s coHege foot- 
ball games tomorrow (Wednesday). 
Meeting will be topped off with a 
dinner at the Penn A. C. Thursday 
night. 

Among the agency’s men slated to 
address the gathering of 27 foot- 
ball announcers are Wallace Orr, 
C. H. Cottingham, Robert Burlen, 
John H. Breiel, Robert Stinson and 
Les Quailey. Dr. Delbridge, director 
of automotive engineering research, 
will talk on the recent developments 
in the petroleum industry and gov- 
ernment censorship of advertising 
copy, while Joseph R. Rollins, At- 
lantic Refining’s advertising man- 
ager, will welcome the boys. 


BLOCK DROPS DECCA 
DISCS, SIGNS VICTOR 


Martin Block will replace Decca 
Records in his Make-Believe-Ball- 
room on WNEW, New York, with 
product of Eli Oberstein’s new U. S 
Record Co. as soon as the latter be- 
gins issuing popular stuff middle of 
this month. Block pulled all Decca 
platters from his library following 
Decca’s edict of last weck, which 
forced him to stop using their discs 
by midnight Wednesday (6). Ac- 
cording to Block, he’s through with 
Decca entirely and will not take out 
a license to use them, if and when 
the company readies its licensing 
setup. 

As was expected, Block was served 
with an injunction to stop his airing 
Victor and Bluebird platters last 
week and, immediately after the 
stopper was served, signed the Vic- 
tor license permitting him to con- 
tinue. WNEW is the first station so 
approached and holds the _ initial 
license, 


Oxo, Ltd., has signed with KSFO, 
Frisco, for five announcements a 
week for 26 weeks starting Sept. 25, 
through Platt-Forbes agency, New 
York. 
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Actor-Writer Problem Brings About 
AFRA-RWG Stalemate on Jurisdiction 


Although several issues were set- 
tled in conference last week, the 
jurisdictional dispute between the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artistes and the Radio Writers Guild 
is still deadlocked. Guild council 
members and the membership at 
large have been asked to consider 
the remaining differences with the 
idea of figuring out a solution, but no 
more meetings with AFRA repre- 
sentatives are planned, 


At the conference last week be- 
tween Mrs. Emily Holt and Henry 
Jaffe for AFRA, and Kenneth Webb, 
Luise Sillecox and Sidney Fleischer 
for RWG, the performer union con- 
ceded the Guild’s jurisdiction over 
all pure writers—that is, all staff and 
free-lance writers who are not also 
actors, singers, announcers or sound- 
effects men. It conceded that such 
jurisdiction applied nationally as 
well as in the four major production 
centers. And it agreed to turn over 
to RWG all writers under the con- 
tract for KNX, Los Angeles, being 
negotiated currently with CBS execs 
in New York. 


However, the remaining hitch was 
over the question of _ so-called 
‘hybrids’—that is, writers who also 
perform before the microphone. 
Each side positively refused to 
budge from its stand on that issue. 
AFRA claims that it must bargain 
for all persons who appear before 
the mike and takes the further stand 
that it’s impossible to bargain for 
half or three-quarters of a member, 
while some other organization repre- 
sents the remaining portion. Accord- 
ing to this view, AFRA might bar- 
gain for certain working hours or 
wages for a performer member, 
while the employer could work him 
for unlimited extra time as a writer. 
But the Guild takes the stand that 
all ‘hybrids’ should be represented 
jointly by the two organizations. 


Actor-Writers Spread Out 


It’s believed that a large number 
of writers in radio, outside the four 
main production centers, are also 
performers. But there’s some ques- 
tion of how large a total of writers 
there are throughout the country. 
Under the circumstances, then, 
there’s considerable uncertainty how 
the Guild, which is now limited to 
New York and Los Angeles, with a 
couple of representatives in Chicago, 
could handle writers spread thinly 
over the country, 

To have representatives for each 
town, or even for each area, it is 
claimed, would involve much greater 
expense than the dues of the pros- 
pective members would warrant. 

But the Guild, mulling the idea 
of having several traveling executive 
secretaries to handle writer prob- 
lems throughout the country, views 
the problem from a different angle. 
An affiliate of the Authors League 
of America, it figures the question 
of concessions not from the view- 
point of collective bargaining, but of 
individual negotiation. 
author strike would necessarily be 
delayed and indirect at best. But 
the League and its other affiliates, 
the Authors Guild, Dramatists Guild 
and Screen Writers Guild, has made 
most of its progress by negotiation 
of specific contracts rather than by 
blanket wage rules and working re- 
quirements on threat of strike. 

As it now stands, the organiza- 
tions will apparently not tangle on 
the question of straight writers. But 
AFRA appears determined to at- 
tempt to represent the writing, as 
well as the performing activities of 
performer-writers. The union claims 
that virtually all performers prefer 
it as the bargaining agency, that few 
of them have even heard of the 
Radio Writers Guild or Authors 
League, in fact. But the Guild as- 
Serts that no performer union is 
qualified to handle writer problems. 
Both sides seem determined to drive 
ahead. 

A serious battle seems unlikely, 
because of the comparatively few 
persons involved in the issue. But 
a fight might bring abou: a serious 
situation, with both parent organiza- 
tions, the Authors League and the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, taking part. 


McASSEY IN HOSPITAL 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Carl McAssey, one of the key men 
in the NBC local sales staff here, is 
seriously ill in Evanston hospital. 
Understood to be suffering from a 
stomach ailment. 


For an 


Commish Limits War 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Height of optimism was por- 
trayed in Commish okay given 
last week to an applicant for 
permission to operate unlimited 
hours during the current Euro- 
pean crisis. 

WBTH, Williamson, W. Va., 
daytime smallie, was granted au- 
thority to ‘operate unlimited 
time during crisis in interna- 
tional situation and as long as 
International Emergency exists, 
but in no event longer than for 
a period of 10 days.’ 

West Virginia station was one 
of several requesting additional 
hours in which to give listeners a 
running account of war hap- 
penings. Each transmitter asked 
for a 10-day period of special 
temporary authority. 


FIDLER THROWS 
OFF WRAPS 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Heat is off Jimmie Fidler on his 
fall resumption for Procter & Gam- 
bie. Set of rules laid down by spon- 
sor has been abolished and gossiper 
is on his own with carte blanche on 
the material he chooses to dissemi- 
nate on his Tuesday night broadcasts 
over CBS, starting tonight (Tues). 

Fidler recently planed east for a 
talk with his sponsors on conditions 
imposed on him, which, he said, 
made it impossible to do a good 
show. Soapmakers told him to go 
ahead and use discretion in his 
choice of chatter, with Fidler prom- 
ising to steer clear of scandal mon- 
gering, which, he claimed, never 
was in his routine. 

Before returning to the Coast, he 
signed new deal with P&G extend- 
ing his present pact two years. Next 
option is June 30, 1940. Six to eight- 
week summer layoff is stipulated. 
Fidler’s tattle hits both coasts this 
| season at 7:15 p.m. 


Carter Tees Off On 
19 Stations; Has Made 
Up With Labor Unions 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

Nineteen stations simultaneously 
yesterday (Mon.) began airing Boake 
| Carter’s new series of transcripted 
| programs, ‘The News Behind the 
| News,’ a commentary on national 
| and European affairs. The programs 
| marked the return to the air of 
| Carter, who was ‘grounded’ last year 
| following a tussle with unions be- 
cause of his anti-labor wlasts, but 
who recently made his peace with 
| these factions. 

Waxings are being distributed by 
| Carter’s newly formed company, Ra- 
| dio News Column Service, with of- 
| fices at WCAU Building here. At 
| least three discs on general topics 
| will be used as standby programs 


| in case of delay in shipping, chiefly - 


| by plane. 

Sponsors of WCAU'’s program, 
thrice weekly, is the Yellow Cab 
Company. Other bankrollers so far 
recorded are: Kalamazoo, First Na- 
tional Bank; Richmond, Master 
Chevrolet Co.; New York, Rhein- 
gold Beer; Jamestown, N.Y., Bank of 
Jamestown, and Des Moines, Gander 
Motor Co. 


Another Year for Bing 
And Burns in Kraft Hall 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Bing Crosby and Bob Burns had 
their contracts renewed through 1940 
for service on Kraft Music Hall. 
Crooner’s pact, optional for 10 
years, is radio’s longest. 


Scrappy Lambert Gives 
Up Singing for Agenting 


Scrappy Lambert, now with the 
Men About Town singing group, and 
formerly with the Songsmiths, has 
joined the radio dept. of General 
Amusement Corp. 

He'll be a talent salesman. 


CENSOR TURNS M.C. 


MeNary, of Boston, Now Working a 
Radie Sustainer 


Boston, Sept. 12. 
Herbert L. McNary, formerly city 
censor here, is now m.c. for ‘Movie 
Spotlight,’ a weekly 15-minute sus- 
tainer quiz program on WORL. 
Senders of questions used get 
ducats to the Metropolitan theatre, 
as do successful studio contestants. 


LUX VS. WELLES 
HEIGHTS 


Lux Radio Theatre will go through 
with its plans to broadcast its own 
version of ‘Wuthering Heights’ this 
Monday (18), even though Orson 
Welles will do a play on the same 
theme on the same network the night 
before (17) for Campbell Soup. The 
incident is the first of its kind in 
commercial broadcasting in recent 
years, 

Welles is reported to have set 
‘Heights’ for his third program 
(Sept. 24), but on hearing that Lux 
had it also scheduled he announced 
it first on his program of last Sun- 
day (16), ostensibly to establish pri- 
ority. Lux is using the script of 
Samuel Goldwyn’s film production 
as the framework for its own con- 
tinuity, while Welles is adapting his 
from the novel itself, which is in the 
public domain. 


Vick’s Serial Still 
Hopes for Outlet on 
6 NBC Coast Stations 


Vick Chemical Co. still hopes to 
retain the stations on the NBC Pa- 
cific Red link that it has bought for 
the release of a Nick Dawson serial, 
‘Beyond Reasonable Doubt.’ The| 
spots picked by Vick on six west 


coast outlets have been sequestered through the election of the president. 


since by NBC for clearance of Stand- 
ard Brands’ serial, ‘I Love a Mys- 
tery.’ That left Vick the alternative 
of taking what the stations had left, 
or going elsewhere. 

The Dawson serial, transcribed, is 
slated for three quarter-hours a 
week for 26 weeks. With this show 
included, Vick will have bought 
30,000 individual spots for use with- 
in 26 weeks starting around Nov. 1. 

Allround cost of talent and time 
in this spot campaign will figure 
above $400,000. 


‘In Laws’ for Midwest 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Hal Berger's ‘In Laws,’ longtime 
Coast serial, has been bought by 
Union Biscuit for midwest broadcast. 
Transcribed series runs 260 epi- 
sodes. 


Pa. Sup. Ct Reverses 156 Verdict 
Vs, NBC on Al Jolson's Ad Lib; 
Sponsor, Not Web, Solely Liable’ 


Fooling the Kids 


Boston, Sept. 12. 

When WNAC resumed ‘no 
school’ signals last week, through 
cooperation with about 200 
schools in Massachusetts, a secret 
code was devised for each city 
and town, 

School superintendents now 
give a countersign when they 
phone the info to WNAC, be- 
cause last year some of the kids 
got wise to the tieup and called 
off sessions themselves in a few 
spots by impersonating’ the 
voices of the supers. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

In a far-reaching decision, the 
Pennsylvania supreme court ruled 
Thursday (7) that a broadcasting 
company is not liable for defama- 
tory remarks interjected ad lib by 
radio artists hired by a sponsor. The 
opinion, comprehensive in its scope, 
was handed down here by Chief 
Justice John W. Kephart, reversing 
a ruling by the Allegheny County 
Court giving a $15,000 damage ver- 
dict to the Summit Hotel, Uniontown, 

The suit was filed against the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. following an 
Al Jolson ‘Shell Chateau’ program, 
when Jolson, interviewing Sam 
Parks, open golf champion, asked 


AFRA VOIDS 
ST. ELECTION 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 
The recent election of officers of 


which Harry Flannery, news com- 
mentator of KMOX, chosen 
prez.; Wayne Short, gabber at KSD, 
first v.p.; Herb McCready, gabber at 
WEW, second v.p., and Nellie Booth, 
free lance actress, executive and 
recording secretary and treasurer, 
has been voided by national execs 
of AFRA in New York and last week 
the local chapter was ordered to 
hold another election on Oct. 1. 

Charges of irregularities in the 
conduct of the nominations and the | 
counting of votes were reported to 
national headquarters, which, after 
an inspection of the minutes of the | 
St. Louis chapter, issued the edict for 
another voting session. 

It is known that two groups of the 
chapter are trying to gain control 


One group is made up of free-lance 
radio talent and the other composed 
principally of members employed by 
KMOX, which has the largest AFRA | 
group in the local chapter. 


B&W SETS HUGHES ON 


9 OF 7 COAST PERIODS 


Brown & Williamson will use 
seven quarter-hour periods a week 
along the west coast this fall. Five 
of them will be devoted to a nightly | 


newscast by John B. Hughes over 
the Don Lee Network and other 
stations. Other two periods will be 
taken up by a musical program, 
‘Twilight Trails.’ 

Russell M. Seeds is the agency. 


NBC, CBS Rate Boosts Stymie 


Radio Spenders, 


Ad Agencies Claim 


OBOLER TO COAST 


Will Utilize Screen Names for NBC 
Drama Series 


Arch Oboler will go to the Coast 
early in October and will originate 


his Saturday night dramatic series | 


over NBC red (WEAF) from there 
for a couple of months. Last pro- 
gram from the east will be Sept. 30. 
Following week will be from Chi- 
cago, with the Oct. 14 stanza be- 


ginning the Hollywood stay. 
Author has no film writing plans, | 


but will dicker with the studios for 
the screen rights to several of his 
radio scripts, for which he retains 
the full rights. Another idea in go- 
ing to the Coast is to use some pic- 
ture names for his programs. 


New Chi H-A Radio Ed 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 


v 


the St. Louis Chapter of AFRA, in | 


| Parks where he got his start. Parks 
| said he went to work at the Summit 
| hotel. 

Jolson then suddenly remarked: ‘I 
know the place—it’s a rotten hotel’, 

Kephart ruled that the remark was 
made without warning, did not ap- 
pear in the advance script, and the 
broadcasting company did not know 
the words were to be used. 

‘The important question,’ Justice 
Kephart said, ‘is whether a radio 
broadcasting comyany, which leases 
its facilities, is liable for an im- 
promptu defamatory statement, in- 
terjected ad lib into a broadcast by 
a person hired by the lessees and 
not in the employ of the broadcasting 
company! 

After devoting 21 pages to the dis- 


cussion of the question, he con- 
cluded: 
‘A broadcasting company that 


leases its time and facilities to an- 
other (company) whose agents carry 
on the program, is not liable for an 


| interjected defamatory remark where 


it appears that it exercised due care 
in the selection of the lessee and, 
having inspected and edited the 
script, had no reason to believe an 
extemporaneous defamatory remark 
would be made. 

‘Where a broadcasting station’s em- 
ployee or agent makes the defama- 
tory remark, it is liable, unless the 
remarks are privileged and there is 
no malice’. 

Justice Kephart recognized that his 
decision was adverse to four others 
handed down on the same point in 
other states, which held the broad- 
casting station liable for ad lib re- 
marks. 

‘Although ruled upon before in 


' other states,’ Justice Kephart said, 


‘the problem is still unique. It is the 
first time the precise question has 
come before an appellate court in 
the United States or England. The 
law of defamation by radio is still 
in its infancy.’ 


Coast Ad Agcy. Confab 
Slated for Oct. 26-27 
In Del Monte, Cal. 


San Francisco. Sept. 12. 


Two-day convention of the Pacific 
Council of the American Assn. of 
Advertising Agencies will be held 
Oct. 26-27 at Del Monte, Cal., some 
100 miles south of here, with radio, 


| newspaper and advertising men from 
Coast states in attendance. 


Sessions 


| On the opening day will be closed. 


NBC’s new rate card met with 
}mixed comment around the ad agen- 
cies last week. Some execs held that 
| the NBC tilt, like Columbia's, was to 
| be expected, now that the schedules 
| were heavily loaded with commer- | 
icials and that the demand far ex- 


!ceeded available time, while others 


| stated that it was merely a case of get- 
| ting as much as the traffie will bear. 


|One agency man remarked that the 
|upping of rates, plus the increasing 
_station requirements .in a hookup, 
was making it more and more impos- 
sible for a small spender to stay on 
an evening network schedule. 

It was also pointed out that the 
complicated provisions of NBC’s new 
discount structure will make it nec- 
essary for the time buyers and agen- 
cy bookkeeping departments to keep | 
manipulating slide rules all the time; | 
that is, if they want to figure out the 
billings themselves. Increase on the 


Lorene Nystrom is radio editor of 


the new Herald-American, Hearst | Cincinnati, 


evening rag. She was formerly as- 


sistant to Esther Schultz when lat- | comparable facilities on Columbia’s 


ter was radio ed of the American. 

Miss Nystrom is writing a Sunday 
column and handling the daily list- 
ings and best bets. 


basic red (WEAF) link with WLW, 
is 7.3% and without 
WLW, 8.03%, while the boost for 
basic network figures about the 
same. 

The rates for the basic NBC-blue 
(WJZ) link went up .2%. 


A general business session will be 
held in the morning of the second 
day, with a golf tournament and a 
dinner concluding the convention 
activities. 

In charge of the convention is 
August J. Bruhn, of McCann-Erick- 
son, Los Angeles, chairman of the 
Pacific Council. Assisting him is a 
large group of agency men and 
council execs from Seattle, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 


AFRA and CBS Still 
Talking KNX, L. A., Deal 


Contract with CBS, covering KNX, 
Los Angeles, is still being negotiated 
by the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. Conferences between the 
network execs and union representa- 
tives have been in progress for more 
than a week, but may be wound up 
today (Wednesday) or tomorrow. 

I. B. Kornblum, AFRA’s Coast rep, 
had expected to return to Los An- 
geles late last week, but is staying 
east pending settlement of the situ- 
ation, 
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o4 VARIETY 


RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1939 


—— 


GOOD NEWS OF 1940 


Walter Huston, Roland Young, Fanny 
Connie 


Brice, Hanley Stafford, 
Boswell, Frank Travis, Meredith | 
Willson, Warren Hull, Gladys 
George. 

Variety 

60 Mins 


MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 

Thurs., 9 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 


While the new series lacks the 
glamour and glitter which derived 
from the weekly interpolation of 
Metro luminaries, it ranks as excep- 
tionally good radio entertainment. 
About the only absentee of last sea- 
son’s regular cast that listeners miss 
is Frank Morgan. In his place there's 
Roland Young. Their personalities 


iles apart, but there’s | ducer i 


‘turning in his first important pro- 
'duction job on this show. 


no reason why Young shouldn’t click 
in a big way once the present scries 
gets in high gear and the members 
of the cast, the writers and all others 


concerned become fully aware of one | Truth’ turned out to be considerably 
‘less diverting via radio than it was 


another’s interlocking possibilities. 


Walter Huston’s chore on the show | 


may sirike many as a sad waste of 
talent, One of America’s top dra- 
matic actors is confined here to in- 
troducing the personalities, numbers 
and a bit of straightening for 
Young. Huston invests everything 
he’s assigned to do with finish and 
authority, but the program should 
be able to find a spot for his acting 
talent, even though the present rou- 
tining has Young doubling from 
comedy chatter into a_ sketch inter- 
lude. For the initial installment, 
Young engaged Gladys George in an 
exchange of lines from Saki’s ‘A 
Baker’s Dozen’ and the outcome was 
very amusing. With Miss George it 
was a guest occasion, Her perform- 
ance was a darb. 

Fanny Brice and Hanley Stafford 
were in for two innings. Their Baby 
Snooks and Daddy routine packed 
the usual amount of laughs, but there 
was one spot in the script that must 
have grated on parents, and that was 
Snook’s crack about her father not 
deserving to have children. Mixing 
of katzenjammers with parent psy- 
chology may not only get this com- 
edy figment into hot water, but wash 
it up as a popular feature. 

The program’s musical department 
has but one newcomer, Frank Travis, 
and he’s enough to make this division 
a treat for listeners, Travis’ baritone 
has not only a distinctive dramatic 
power, but it combines a tonal qual- 
ity and range that makes him a 
natural for the medium. For his 
debut, Travis got a modest introduc- 
tion. That left it to the listeners to 
discover him for themselves, and the 
chances are that he will prove an 
outstanding asset on the show dur- 
ing the current season. 

Connie Boswell had a ballad and 
a rhythm number and she came 
through in both instances with heaps 
of crack harmony. Meredith Willson 
is again doing an equally effective 
job, whether it’s stooging or the 
baton. There’s a possibility of his 
turning out to be the comedy high 
spot of the proceedings. A mixed 
chorus, deftly placed, completes the 
musical menage, Odec. 


PROFESSOR QUIZ (CRAIG EARL) 
With Beb Trout 
Audience Participation 
30 Mins. 
TEEL (P & G) 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(H. W. Kastor & Son) 


One of the best known network 
sponsored quiz shows (this title 
owned by Columbia Broadcasting) 
resumed Friday (8) after a summer’s 
layoff under new auspices, Procter & 
Gamble’s Teel, a liquid tooth-beauti- 
fier. Last year, Prof. Quiz (Craig 
Earl) was working for Noxzema, and 


the year before that for Kelvinator- | 


Nash. 

Same spelling-bee formula is being 
used as previously, and it’s still just 
as effective home-listening and stu- 
dio audience consumption. Show al- 
ways had a wide listening range. due 
principally to the fact that Prof. 
Quiz was toured around the country 
two years ago by Kelvinator-Nash. 

Prizes now are $25 to the winning 
contestant, $15 for second, and down 
the line. Questions are on the whole 
intelligent and reasonably difficult, 
but not too far over the brain-power 
of average listeners. 

Commercials for Teel by Bob 
Trout are quite sane. Scho. 


ADVENTURES OF GARY AND | 


JILL’ 


With Lucille Brady, Jimmy McClain | 


Dramatization 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mon. Through Fri., 10:30 a.m. 


/m.c. and ‘producer.’ 


| LUX RADIO THEATRE 
‘The Awful Truth’ 
With Gary Grant, Claudette Colbert, 
Phyllis Brooks 
60 Mins. 
LUX SOAP 
Monday, 9 p.m. (EDST) 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Opening its fifth season on the air, 
Lux, Monday night (11) offered an 
adaptation of Columbia’s hit picture 
of a couple of years ago, ‘The Awful 


‘Truth. Cary Grant had the same 
‘part he played on the screen, with | 
‘Claudette Colbert re~lacing Irene 
'Dunne as the wife, and Phyllis 
| Brooks playing the ‘madcap heiress 
| (the script actually used that cliche). 
'Cecil B. de Mille returned as the 
Actual pro- 
is Sandy Barnett, of the J. 
staff, who is 


Whatever the reason, ‘The Awful | 


on the screen. Difficulty may have 
been partly that the material was 
unsuited to the different medium, 
since much of the wit in the picture 
was in the visual situations. On the 
other hand, the production seemed 
to lack cohesive drive, the script 
was clumsily contrived and the act- 
ing was heavy-handed. Story of the 
hair-brained, romantic couple who 
are divorced, but because they are 
still desperately in love manage to 
stagger out of their troubles and into 
a clinch, was clearly outlined. But 
it appeared to depend for humor on 
the situations that were funny on the 
screen, instead of basing the laughs 
on situations that would appeal to 
the ear. Dialog lacked incisiveness. 


Grant gave an in-and-out per- 
formance of the husband, uncorking 
some effective moments through the 
early portions of the script, but los- 
ing control near the end. Miss 
Colbert, ordinarily a deft come- 
dienne, was surprisingly heavy. She 
pulled all the stops and, except in 
the broad scene in which she breaks 
up her hubby’s scheduled remar- 
riage, played the piece as slapstick. 
Even her voice didn’t sound natural. 
Miss Brooks was passable as the in- 
tended second wife. 

Three lengthy commercials were 
on the cute side, Hobe. 


‘CARNIVAL OF FUN’ 
With Brent Gunts, Ray Hall, Bob! 
Hurleigh, Helen Etheridge, Three 
Little Girls in Blue, The All Girl 


|of Big Time. 


KABC-TSN, San Antonio 

Originating in the Fort Worth stu- 
dios, this is proving one of the best 
of the recent crop of script shows 
hereabouts. It’s based on the adven- 
tures of two rival newspaper report- 
ers who join forces when they are 
sent to cover the international crisis. 

Lucille Brady, local actress, nicely 
fits the role of Jill Davenport, femme 
reporter. Role of Gary is played by 
Jimmy McClain, TSN assistant pro- 
duction manager and author of the 
series. 

Show is fast moving and has plenty 
of action, sound effects and a good 
plot. Chapter caught found the pair 
on their way by plane to China, only 


Chorus, 
Variety 
| 30 Mins. 
| SUBURBAN CLUB BEVERAGES 
| Sat., 8:30 p.m. 
| WFBR, Baltimore 

Planned for public broadcast in 
the new studio layout of its recently 
completed Radio Centre here, WFBR 
has gone to town on this program 
and built it with all the trimmings 
Written, produced and 
m.c.’d. by Brent Gunts, of the station 
program department, half-hour show 
has been clicking and has already 
been tied up by its sponsor for an 
added 13 weeks at the conclusion of 
its present arrangement. 

Utilizing an all-girl chorus, all of 
whose members are under 17, show 
caught was tied to resumption of 
school days. With dialog and con- 


tinuity in rhyme, Gunts, as a profes- | 
sor, paced doings, and Bob Hurleigh, | 
as the principal, worked interpolated 
commercials adroitly and cleverly. 


Following medley by chorus | 
wrapped around theme, Ray Hall, as | 
|a backward pupil, did okay comedy | 
|vocal of ‘Is I Gotto Go to School, | 

Mamma,’ after which the Three Lit- | 

tle Girls in Blue contributed har- | 
|mony version of ‘An Apple for the} 
Teacher.’ Ensemble and studio audi- | 
|ence then followed with community | 
‘sing, which combined ‘Annie Rooney’ 
and ‘Sidewalks of New York.’ 


Medley from ‘Wizard of Ox,’ by 
| chorus and Ray Hall, held good pace 
and nice arrangement of ‘Story of | 
|Love,’ sung by Helen Etheridge, | 
rang bell solidly. Closing number, | 
| ‘Constantingle,’ by entire cast, fin- | 
| ished strong. 
| Listeners are invited to write for 
tickets and studio guests are served | 
| bottles of the sponsor’s pop. Audi- 
;ence participation by way of games | 
;and community sings are weekly | 
| features, Work of girl chorus, | 
| trained by Carroll Warrington, a real | 
| standout. Burm. | 


NEW YORK STATE NETWORK 
DEDICATION 

Two Hours 

Monday, Sept. 11, 10 p.m. 

WINS-N.Y.S.N., New York 


Rather a small-time and unim- 
pressive beginning was registered by 
the eight-station New York State 
Network in its lengthy dedicatory 
show. It was a standardized, make- 
shift layout showing complete lack 
of imagination and very little rhyme 
or reason, 


Opened with a speech by Gover- 
nor Lehman, later switching to talks 
by Newbold Morris, acting mayor 
of New York; John F. Young, di- 
rector of radio for the World’s Fair, 
and Major E. M. Stoer, president of 
the new web and of Hearst Radio. 
Talks were all too long and of the 
usual cornerstone -laying variety. 
Young, too, naturally added a 
lengthy plug for the Fair. 


New York. 


depending prine¥pally on the not-too- 
impressive Lou Katzman house band. 
Also heard was a lengthy program 
by four Novachords and a Hammond 
organ, led by Ferde Grofe, from the 
Ford exhibit at the Fair, and the 
Tritons, official Fair band. | 

Vocals in the classic vein were 
provided by Madame Josepha 
Checkova, of the Chi Opera, with 
pops by Libby Roe and romantic 
dueting by Roger Sweet and Phyllis 
Reede. Others were good, but Miss 
Roe seemed a questionable choice 
with her lapses into Judy Canova’s 
hillbilly style. 

Every so often, at unequal inter- 
vals, a station or two on the new net 
was saluted, which consisted of say- 
ing complimentary things about its 
manager and playing a tune. Herb. 


Follow-Up Comments 


Bob Burns’ show (Kraft) rast | Ct, the maximum of auditory ef- 


Thursday (7) night was overloaded 
with vocalizing, seemingly grasping 
for every opportunity to sound off in 
song to cover the tact the program 
had little else to offer. Show 
started off with a community sing 
and held it through the Ralph Bel- 
lamy and Barry Fitzgerald inter- 
views, in addition to the solo work of 
Pat Friday and the Music Maids. 
Miss Friday was consistently good 
with several current pops, best of 
which was ‘Over the Rainbow,’ and 
the Maids came through with a 
couple of snappy harmonizings. 

Burns’ gags for the most part 
bordered on duds and so registered 
with his studio audience. However, 
as per his style, he turned those into 
laughs by commenting on the way 
they pancaked. Comedian’s crossfire 
with Ralph Bellamy and _ Barry 
Fitzgerald, latter from the legit Ab- 
bey Players and now in Hollywood 
for pictures, ran to good and bad. 
Best results were garnered from 
Fitzgerald’s turn, although some en- 
tertainment was salvaged from the 
argument between Bellamy and his 
host concerning their knowledge of 
boats. 

Florence George, from _ opera, 
clicked neatly with a number from 
the opera, ‘Pearl of Brazil,’ and the 
oldie ‘Lover Come Back to Me.’ For- 


mer could have used more rehearsal | 


of the flute player who had to follow 
her trills. Several times he ran past 
her stop. 


Al Donahue’s band from the Rain- 
bow Room, N. Y., is surprising 
listeners who haven’t tuned in that 
particular outfit for some_ time. 
Donahue has changed his style from 
the ‘society’ type of stuff to out- 
right swing. And it’s good. Good 
enough to be a potential fave among 
swing-lovers if he ever gets into a 
spot with enough wires to showcase 
him, 

Donahue’s stuff is labeled ‘Low 
Down Rhythm with a Top Hat’ and 
the band is powerful. Has a clean, 
solid brass section and deep-toned 
saxes that air well, along with good 
rhythm. Phil Brito does a good job 
on ballads, although his voice seems 
to have trouble with faster tempos. 
Paula Kelly’s okay. 


Dorothy Lamour’s debut as a song- 
writer was probably the most dis- 
tinguished feature of the Chase & 
Sanborn show on the NBC Red Sun- 
day night (10). She sang the lyrics 
of ‘My Heart Keeps Crying,’ an- 
nounced as her very own inspiration, 
and it’s a passable tune. 

Show’s undistinguished feature was 
its lack of comedy. Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy are on vacash, 
but they’d better hurry back. That 
gag session led by Don Ameche and 


| Nelson Eddy reached way back, but 


grabbed very little of any laugh- 
consequence. 


Skinnay Ennis, who goes back with 
Bob Hope for Pepsodent on NBC 
Sept. 26. was the guest orch on 
Fitch’s ‘Band Wagon’ (NBC red) 
Sunday night (10). Plenty forte 
musically, but Ennis didn’t punch his 
lines properly in that ribbing aimed 
at Hope. It was a case of a not 
properly mouthed idea; also planted 


the now rather over-used radio gag | 


of a stooge maestro for Hope. 


Burns Mantle, drama critic of the 
N. Y. Daily News, guested Sunday 
night (10) on ‘Curtain Time,’ weckly 
15-minute sustainer over WEVD, 
Program is aimed to 
boost Broadway legit and has two 
regular interviewers, Stanley Rich- 
ards and a gal tabbed simply April. 
Former has been a p.a. for various 
legit shows and the latter has a small 
part in ‘Leave It to Me,’ musical at 
the Imperial, N. Y. 

Although he had an attractive 
modest manner, Mantle revealed a 
distinctive air personality. Also he 


things to say. 


time was up. 


cough slightly 


to fall into the hands of a group of 
spies, Cand. 


Mu..:cally the show ran the remut, 


action. 


| audience angle. 


| McCarthy, while the drama-inclined 


| curtain 
{helping keep the theatre alive and 


had some interesting and instructive 
However, the script 
was miserably put together, so that 
just as the reviewer was getting into 
a moéttlesome subject and one that 
is obviously close to his heart—the 
question of lower prices for the the- 
atre—he was shut off because the 
That was simply 
stupid programming. The exagger- 
ated compliments gushed at Mantle 
by both April and Richards were so 
puerile that the guestee could only 
) in embarrassment. 
Listeners probably had the same re- 


CAMPBELL PLAYHOUSE 

‘Peter Ibbetson’ 

Helen Hayes, Orson Welles, John 
‘Emery, Agnes Moorehouse, Vera 
Allen, Bernard Herman 

60 Mins. 

CAMPBELL SOUP 

Sun., 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Ward Wheelock Co.) 

In bringing Orson Welles back for 
his second season under the Camp- 
bell banner, the account kas elected 
to pit him against the Chase & San- 
born-Charlie McCarthy combination 
and the chances are the move will 
prove highly profitable from an 
The competition, 
however, may cause some difficulty 
'in those homes where but one re- 
ceiver exists. 

The kids will want to listen to 


adults may prefer to give heed to the 
actor-producer, who has the knack 
for not only making the general run 
of dialog sound exciting, but culling 
out of a play just those parts that 


fect. Welles will likely not only dig 
in on the McCarthy audience but ap- 
preciably extend the listening per- 
centage for the 8 to 9 Sunday eve- 
ning stretch. 

Welles picked one of those acior’s 
delights ) his initial opus of the 
current season, namely, ‘Peter Ibbet- 
son.’ The star seemed to be having 
a fine time with its bravura lines 
and situations. The same went for 
Helen Hayes, cast as the Duchess of 
Towers, ne Mimsy. Unfortunately 
the story and its adaptation cramped 
Miss Hayes’ talents. She was given 
comparatively little to do, whereas 
Welles was constantly all over the 
show. It was 50 minutes of strong, 
but adeptly contrived melodrama 
violet-scented Victorian  ro- 
mance, with the production neatly 
pitched as to mood and pace and 
well trouped from every angle. 
Welles shone in his well developed 
technique of doubling as narrator 
and actor, but seemed to go over- 
board at times in exercising the de- 
vice of montage. 

Miss Hayes will remain as the 
other -big money player in this 
menage for at least another three 
weeks. Linking of Welles with a 
top name from the stage or pictures 
should prove good policy from the 
angle of exploitation and also in 
contending with the multiple name 
competish on the C&S stanza. 

The actor-producer opened with a 
long speech and delivered another 
long one at the close of the play. The 
spiel credited radio with 


through it the ‘road was being re- 
opened’ and ‘players were out troup- 


The plug copy concentrated on 
Campbell’s chicken soup, with the 
announcer describing with diapasonal 
detail the lavish time, skill and care 
given to the preparation of the 
canned article. Odec. 


KENTUCKY MINSTRELS 
With Scott and Whaley, Nosmo King, 
Ike Hatch, Denier Warren, Ade- | 
laide Hall and Bobby Howell's or- 
chestra 
Variety 
60 Mins. 
Sat. (Aug. 26), 8 p.m. 
BBC, London 

They built a special 2,000-seat 
auditorium at the big annual radio! 
show in Olympia, fashioned it, they 
said, along the lines of the Holly- 
wood Bowl, and designed it espe- 
cially for broadcasting so that it 
would serve both a paying audience 
and also listeners and _ television 
viewers. If that’s the case, there | 
must have been a slip-up in the 
| Plans, because as the program came 
over the air it was inferior to many 
picked up from out-dated theatres in 
the sticks. 

Paying audience apparently liked 
it, but a lot of the fun failed to click 
on the home set by reason of the fact 
it couldn’t properly be heard. May- 
be the mikes were badly placed, or 
the performers hadn't rehearsed 
| their stuff with the broadcast in 
| view. 

Normally, ‘Minstrels’ is one of 
| BBC’s most attractive light programs, 


; with as many 
ever, 


|for it has movement, gags, songs, 
| ete. Denier Warren’s book is hearty, 
even when it relies on the Joe Miller 
type of humor, and the comedy of 
Scott and Whaley is what the doctor 
ordered. Additional personality on 
this occasion was Adelaide Hall, who 
sang one of her velvety numbers. 


CHECKERBOARD TIME 

With Chick Martin, Cackle Sisters, 
Nancy Lou, Quartet 
Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

PURINA FEED 

M. W. & F., 7:45 a. m. 

WGY, Schenectady 


(Gardner) 
Creckerboard Time should be 
pleasing to farm dialers. Music and 


chatter, transcribed by World Broad- 
casting Co., are in the groove for 
ruralists of all ages, except perhaps 
the very young and ultra modern. 
Martin, m.c., singer, recitationist 
and spieler, is a homey type of miker. 
Slightly synthetic, but nevertheless 
effective entertainer and salesman 
for this kind of thing. Nancy Lou 
is a_ straight pop warbler, while 


Cackle Sisters (Major Bowes win- 
ners) do barnyarding before they 
swing into harmony and yodeling. 
Quartet barber shop swell. 


Jaco. 


Commercials are okay. 


‘BRENDA CURTIS’ 

With Vicki Vola, Michael Fitzmaur- 
ice, Helen Choate 

Dramatic Serial 

15 Mins. 

CAMPBELL’S SOUP 

Mon., through Fri., 11:15 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


The golden deliciousness of Camp- 
bell’s chicken-noodle soup is getting 
long plugs via this. new five-times- 
weely serial. It’s a theatrical yarn, 
semi-backstage and holds plenty of 
elements for femme interest via 
financial problems, a jealous hus- 
band, and a wife who has given up 
a brilliant stage career to make his 
home. 

Started Monday (11) and by Tues- 
day (12) the Curtis family was al- 
ready plenty embroiled. Husband, 
a lawyer, is antagonistic to his wife’s 
stage friends, especially Myra Bel- 
den, who, in the second chapter, at- 
tempts to woo Vicki Vola back to 
the bright lights. At the Tuesday 
sign-off there was indication that 
one of the wife’s old boy friends was 
coming into the picture on Wednes- 
day. Promise of successive domestic 
fireworks. should hold the housewife 
listeners. 


The soup gets hefty plugs both 
fore and aft, long-winded descrip- 
tions of how it is prepared in Camp- 
bell’s kitchens. Serial’s dialog is 
much cris} cr, though not standout 
writing. Scho. 


FIBBER McGEE AND MOLLY 

Marion and Jim Jordan, Donald 
Novis, Harlow Wilcox, Billy Mills 

Comedy, Songs, Band 

30 Mins, 

JOHNSON’S FLOORWAX 

Tues., 9:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Needham, Louis, Brorby) 


Marion and Jim Jordan are back 
for their fifth consecutive year under 
the Johnson banner, modestly play- 
ing their act of many dialects. It’s 
the same parade of comedy charac- 
ters, with the material more folksy 
than high-powered. This stooge gal- 
lery includes the dame with the 
hoity-toity tonsils, the Greek a la 
George Givot, the palid carbon-copy 
of W. C. Fields and the hard-of- 
hearing ruralite. 


Mrs, Jordan sprinkles her chatter 
‘heavenly. days’ as 
Harlow Wilcox adds a mid- 
western Harvard accent to the con- 
versation when he isn’t urging the 
women listeners to get out and rub 
their cars with Johnson polish. Don- 
ald Novis pitches a high nasal tenor 
between gobs of crossfire, and Billy 
Mills keeps the orchestra in good 
tonal fetter. 

The Jordans have been entertain- 
ing ’em by way of the loudspeaker 
from away back, and there’s no rea- 
son why they shouldn't go on doing 
it for as many years to come. Odec. 


Television Review 


‘BROTHER RAT’ 
Stage Comedy 
70 Mins. 
Thursday, 8:30 P. M. 
RCA-NBC, New York 

Switching from old style melo- 
drama to one of the more or less 
recent stage successes, audience re- 
action to ‘Brother Rat’ was favorable. 
However, the play, as televised, was 
considerably under the actual per- 
formance, by necessity both as to 
time and to material. Show’s star- 
tling laugh line at the finale of act 
one, that about the drug stores, was 
clipped out by the studio censors. 
Otherwise the running time was cut 
about one hour, which was just as 
well for those with receiving sets. 

Direction by Eddie Sobol called for 
an unusual percentage of close-ups, 
and in that he was probably right. 
Procedure was to slip in a long shot 
of the set and bring the characters 
promptly before the cameras. That 
routine was used whenever other 
characters came on stage, or some 
exited. 

‘Rat’ was not a money show on 
Breadway, though it had an ex- 


|tended run principally because the 


operating nut was small and a profit 


|could be gleaned at modest grosses. 


The draw was bolstered by juvenile 
or youthful types of audience, locale 
being in a military academy, and the 
title applicable to a more or less af- 
fectionate student term. Television 
shots seemed to have been clearer 
than usual, but no change in techni- 
cal procedure was evident. 

Stage play produced by 
George Abbot with the backing of 
Warners. Latter waved any royalty 
rights, as did the authors, and props 
were, loaned gratis for the telecast. 

The humorous story of ‘Bing’ Ed- 
wards and his school pals was enact- 
ed by a cast of young players, as in 
the stage version. Lyle Bettger had 
the lead, none of the original people 
being present, except Anna Franklin. 
Part of ‘Mistole’ Button, who is picked 
on by the seniors, was handled by 
Frederick de Wilder. Balance of the 
cast had Tom Elwell, Edwin Phillips, 
Juliet Forbes, Marjorie Davies, Mary 


Cheffy, James Corner, Brammer 
Binder, Owen Martin and Frank 
Camp. 


‘Rat’ proved another worthwhile 
presentation in the up-coming new 
art that combines spoken and visual 
aerial performance. Ibee, 
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For immediate delivery order 
your copy of the Radio Directory 
today from one of the offices or 
stores listed below. Or mail coupon 


Per Copy 


NEW YORK 
VARIETY 
154 W. St. 
CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
VARIETY BRENTANO’S BOOK STORES VARIETY 


586 Fifth Ave. 
54 W. Randolph St. 


RANDOLPH ST. BOOKSTORE 
54 W. Randolph St. 


WRIGLEY BLDG. NEWSSTAND 
MERCHANDISE MART NEWSSTAND | 


1708 No. Vine St. 


SATYR BOOK STORE 
16293 No. Vine St. 


G. SCHIRMER MUSIC STORES 
737 So. Hill St. 


“Your new 1939-40 Variety Radio Directory offers 
more to the radio industry than any other previous 
issue. 

“The 1,352 pages are crammed full of worthwhile, 
valuable radio material. Our Radio Department is 
constantly referring to this source of accurate and 
current information. 


“An agency such as ours, who is so vitally con- 


cerned with radio broadcasting, cannot afford to be 
without several copies.” 


John Gordon 
RUTHRAUFF & RYAN, INC. 
405 Lexington Avenue, New York 


“This year’s Variety Radio Directory is, if that is 
possible, even better than last year’s. 
“Going through it I find that section after section 


has been expanded and amplified so that it becomes 
more than ever a book one cannot do without.” 


Preston H. Pumphrey 
WARWICK & LEGLER, INC. 
230 Park Avenue, New York 


“The 1939-40 edition of the Variety Radio Direc- 


tory has just been delivered to me, and once again 
I am impressed with the splendid job of editing. 


“The Directory is of invaluable assistance in 
gleaning information—fast.” 


Elizabeth Howard 
PEDLAR & RYAN, INC. 
250 Park Avenue, New York 


“It is our opinion that this is one of the finest ref- 
erence books published and the additions that you 
have made in comparative program analysis should 
result in even a greater usefulness of the publication 
than ever before.” 


Ray C. Jenkins 
STATION KSTP 


Minneapolis—St. Paul, Minn. 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
154 West 46th Street, New York 


SONG copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
($5 per copy; $5.10 per copy in New York City). 


Check Enclosed Send Invoice 


4 
i 
i 
| 


LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL 
. 
, 
| 
q 
| 
{ 
‘ 
if 
if 


26 VARIETY 


Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1939 


RADIO 


DELAYS NEW TELEVISION ALLOCATIONS 


OVER TECHNICAL STANDARDS 


Disagreement Stymies FCC Committee’s Report— 
Dozen New Applications on Hand, Besides 11 


Experimental Stations 


Already Licensed 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
Disagreement over technical 
standards has slowed down submis- 
sion of the second part of the FCC 
television committee’s report and 
threatens to cause considerable de- 
lay in deciding upon an allocation 


policy under the general principles | 


adopted few months ago, keeping 
visual transmission on an _ experi- 
mental basis. 

With all licensees under instruc- 
tions to submit detailed reports on 
past operations and future plans, 
there is no indication when the 
Commish will get around to con- 
sidering a pile of new applications, 


The desire of the three-man com- 
'mittee is to work out a system un- | 
der which television can move from 
the first—technical—phase into the | 
field of program studies. But until | 
the experts have agreed how the} 
stations shall be spotted, nothing can 
be done toward taking the next 
hurdle. 

Atlantic Coast Conflict 


A conflict between various op- 
erators and prospective’ recruits 
along the Atlantic seaboard has 
, caused much of the difficulty. While 
the Commish experts doubt it will 
be possible to have more than one 
transmitter in anything but the big- 
‘gest cities, whenever visual opera- 
,tion starts on a commercial basis, 


as well as the renewal license pleas they are confronted at the moment 
filed in response to an order in-,| with considerable duplication in the 
tended to give the regulators a way of requests for experimental 
chance to review the activities of licenses. Negotiations to end the 
all present plants. Committee had rows came to nothing, so abitrary 
told the staff to work up a scheme decisions may be inevitable. 
i erator wi e taken o e 
which preferential categories would the Commish 
be established. No sign now when feels the time has arrived to make 
the recommendations will be forth- 3 careful review of the accomplish- 
coming. = . |ments to see whether all the re- 

. : | their opportunities. ome may be 
ration-both frequency. and milenge| jacked up or given, special asi 
~\| ments. ith a number of outsiders 
spite constant study of reports from wanting an in, study of the past per- 

res ever before. so, the Commish | 
divided on the question of how far | committee believes it is desirable to | 
apart make certain the present occupants | 
quency snou e tocated, an have kept abreast of technical ad- 
kilocycle space which should pre-| vances allowing them 
vent conflicts between plants in the| qelyve into the questions of public | 
same geographical area. taste, talent needs and program | 

Action by Jan. 1 structure. 

Although no concrete plan is likely; Gossip that some applicants would 
to be adopted soon, the Commish is balk unless allowed to begin opera- 
hoping to take positive action on the tion on a commercial basis appears 
ore the end o e year. i ave been yanked back, nor has any 
stations currently holding experi-| ultimatum been served on the FCC. | 
mental tickets, the regulators have|Spokesmen for the leading groups | 
received more than a dozen more! studying visual service insist their 
pleas, with big-city department) principals are willing to continue op- 
stores—chiefly in New York and erating experimentally, although 
Los Angeles—competing with equip- hoping the day of money-making is 
ment manufacturers and makers of| not far off. Revolution does not 
receiving sets. | seem to be imminent, however. 


WCAU, PHILLY, ASKS 
TELEVISION LICENSE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 


WCAU yesterday (Mon.) filed an | 


application with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission for a per- 
mit to build an experimental tele- 
vision station at its studios here. 
With a coaxial cable already in- 
stalled between here and New York, 
the station—if permission is granted 
—will make the first serious attempt 
to broadcast visual programs be- 
tween cities. 

During the past two years, a 
technical staff under WCAU'’s chief 
engineer, John G. Leach, have been 
conducting experiments via its high- 
frequency transmitter, W3XIR, in 
order to locate the ‘dead spots’ in 
the city and determine the amount 
of wave absorption due to sky- 
scrapers in the center of the city. 
These findings are expected to be of 
great value in the television experi- 
ments. 


AGENTS STYMIE 
BBC TELEVISION 


London, Sept. 1. 

Because 80% of the agents bar 
television on variety performers’ 
contracts, British Broadcasting Corp. 
is forced to use a big proportion of 
foreign talent, fact which has 
brought frequent squawks from 
home viewers. Nevertheless, BBC 
contends the ratio is not above one 
alien to four local artists. Requests 
are continuously received for all- 
British programs, but won't be met 
till the ban is lifted. 

Agencies clamp down on television 
because they fear it may adversely 
affect talent professionally, besides 
also playing into the hands of op- 
position, which, they fear, may de- 
velop to a stage where folks stay 
home to see variety shows instead of 
at the theatre. Another grouch is 
the low level of salaries, average 
payment being $30 per act per ap- 
pearance. 

Ban is supported by Variety Art- 
ists Federation. 


Mt. Evans (14,25 


© For every fifteen minutes a sponsor buys 
over KLZ he gets ten additional minutes 
of showmanly service for which he is never 
billed ...a daily parade of sparkling CBS. 
and KLZ-originating sustaining features 
that have stamped KLZ as the Number 1 
station of the market, 

KLZ could not operate without its 
revenue - producing programs. Neither 
could it fulfill its obligation to serve the 
public interest, convenience and necessity 
of the Denver-Rocky Mountain area to the 
fullest without this community service. 

This premium for sponsors is off the 
rate-card. But it is as much a part of KLZ 
as its 444-foot Blaw-Knox radiator, its 
_5,000-watt Western Electric transmitter or 
its show-place-of-Denver studios. It is 
another reason why the Rocky Mountain 
area turns to KLZ instinctively to enter- 
tain, to inform or to sell. 


CHURCHES AN 


National Represe 


ALWAYS AT THE 
newsworthy events in the Denver region, KLZ’s 
mobile unit here broadcasts from summit of 


SCENE of significant and 


9 ft.) at opening of world’s 


highest motor highway. 


D RELIGIOUS GROUPS re. 


ceive the generous cooperation of KLZ. From 
Denver's great churches the regular pastors, 
all members of the Denver Ministerial Alliance, 
broadcast their Sunday services, 


CBS AFFILIATE ++ 560 KILOCYCLES 
Affiliated In Management With The Oklahoma 
Publishing Company and WKY, Oklahoma City 


ntative: The Katz Agency, Inc. 


Continued 


now impossible situation resulting in 
the demise of the radio campaign. 

International Harvester, within the 
past week, has also dropped a sec- 
tion of its schedule. Station reps 
report an end to the Coleman mus- 
tard campaign, blaming it on the 
fact that the product is packaged in 
England. Cel-Ray has meantime 
issued a notification of possible can- 
cellation, due to the boost in sugar 
prices recently. 

Midwest stations additionally re- 
port that the flour companies—usual- 
ly appreciable users of regional 
spots—are not signing up this fall 
because the prices on the farm mar- 
ket are zig-zagging all over the lot. 

Not Much From Autos 


Most station reps (as well as pro- 
fessional business observers) are not 
counting on much coin from the auto 
crowd in Detroit either, although the 
gas buggy gang is anticipating a 
bumper sales season. Jitters over 
future prices, future availability of 
skilled labor, etc., are prevailing in 
Michigan, with the expected result 
that General Motors, Ford and 
Chrysler will pull in the ears of 
their respective advertising budgets. 

Sports, on the other hand, do not 
appear to be dented as a means of 
radio campaigning. Speculation over 
whether Canada’s part in the war 
would interfere with this season’s 
hockey has not prevented Warwick 
& Legler from buying three series 
of hockey broadcasts over the Co- 
lonial web for Edgeworth tobacco 
and Domino cciggies (which also 
sponsored hockey last year). War- 
wick & Legler, while not positive 
that the schedule will go through 
without hitch, is banking on the 
Canadian attitude to ‘carry on’ and 
is not particularly worried that the 
series may run afoul of the war. 

Edgeworth-Domino schedule calls 
for 17 Tuesday eve reports on the 
Boston Bruins games, spieled by 
Frank Ryan on WAAB, Boston, and 
relayed to WEAN, Providence; 
WSAR, Fall River; WFEA, Manches- 
ter; WNBH, New Bedford; WLLH, 
Lowell-Lawrence; WLNH, Laconia; 
WRDO, Augusta, and WCOU, Lewis- 
ton. Campaign begins Nov. 14. It 
also includes seven play-by-play 
Sunday games, beginning Nov. 19. 
Plus 48 quarter-hour early eve 
sports broadcasts (at 5:45 p.m.) Mon- 
days through Saturdays, over 
WAAB, with Frank Ryan. 

Zenith radio this year is expand- 
ing its football sked in Tennessee. 
Radio outfit for the second straight 
year is buying the Vanderbilt pig- 
skin play-by-play over WSM, Nash- 
ville, but WMC, Memphis, has been 
added this time to make a two-sta- 
tion hookup. WMC last year only 
broadcast two major football games, 
both for local sponsors, and the Ze- 
nith biz is thus a step ahead of prior 
years. Schedule starts on Sept. 20 
and runs through Thanksgiving Day 
(Tennessee’s, not FDR’s). 


News Sales 


Ag would be expected, a flock of 
news-comment stanzas has also been 
sold, mainly in New York. Rash of 
buying during the past week is giv- 
ing WOR, New York, a solid strip of 
news and news comment across the 
board at 9-9:15 p. m., Monday 
through Friday. Gabriel Heatter 
gets the Monday eve assignment for 
Modern Industrial Bank (through 
Metropolitan advertising agency), be- 
ginning Oct. 2. On Wednesday and 
Friday the same spieler will hold 
forth for Kreml (through Erwin- 
Wasey), beginning Oct. 4. On Tues- 
days and Thursdays Arthur Hale has 
the ‘Confidentially Yours’ stint for 
Vicks’ (through Morse Internation- 
al), beginning Sept. 26. 

Mutual web additionally has sold 
Raymond Gram Swing to White Owl 
Cigar (J. Walter Thompson) for a 
shot at 10 p.m. Monday and Friday, 


Radio Biz Okay 


from page 1 


beginning Sept. 25. Represents the 
ace spieler’s first commercial. 


Canada’s Biz Boom 
Regina, Sask., Sept. 12. 
Plenty radio biz is forecast for 
| winter season through Saskatchewan 
and prairie west despite war situa- 
tion. Though first shocks somewhat 
| upset programs, with stations giving 
| 24 hour service on news, schedules 
are back to normal now and fall 
business is beginning to come in. 
War has had beneficial effect for 
farmers, jumping wheat prices up 
fast to take gloom out of farmer's 
face when he found himself with 
first heavy crop—238,000,000 bushels 
for Saskatchewan alone—in 10 years 
and poor price. War has almost 
doubled price now to farmer, 


| 


Crosley Takes Second 


Scribe as Announcer 
Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 

Paul Kennedy, radio editor of the 
Post, is the second local newspaper- 
man to join Crosley’s staff of spe- 
cial mikers. He’s on a series of 
radio and amusement chatter pro- 
grams, doing two a week on WSAI 
and one on WLW. Stanzas originate 
in night clubs, dansants and the- 
atres. A year ago Kennedy put in 
a brief stretch of similar spiels for 
WCKY. 

Nixson Denton, sports editor of 
the Times-Star, has been doing regu- 
lar sportscasting on WLW and WSAI 
for a couple of years. 


TEXACO 
THEATRE 


SREAT SHOWS 


A GREAT 


30 Minutes... 
from Hollywood! 
with 


David BROEKMAN’S Orchestra 
Jimmy WALLINGTON ano 
Ken MURRAY, Master-of-Ceremonies 


A GREAT 


30 Minutes... | 
from New York! 
Each week 

HIT PLAYS ..« 
written Dy the world’s foremost 


playwrights! FAMOUS STARS 


playing brilliant roles! 


CBS 


NETWORK 
9 to 10 


VARIETY SHOW 


Kenny BAKER e Frances LANGFORD 


DRAMATIC SHOW 
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—first listening popularity 
UNIQUE HOOPER-HOLMES OUTDOOR SURVEY 


FINDS WOR SWAMPING COMPETITORS ON 
FOUR SUCCESSIVE DAYS 


WHAT HOOPER-HOLMES DID— 


During the afternoons of August 12th and 13th and August 
26th and 27th between 1:00 and 5:00 p.m., Hooper-Holmes 
investigators tramped the sands of Jones Beach, Long Beach, 
Riis Park and Asbury Park. Utterly unaware of the station 
for which the survey was being made, they were instructed 
to keep their eyes peeled for portable radio listeners. Each 
listener, or listening group, encountered was asked—“‘Is 
your portable in operation?” and “If so, what station are 
you listening to?” They asked other questions, too. But, at 


the moment, we’ll consider ] ust the answers to these two. 


~WHAT HOOPER-HOLMES FOUND — 


The Hooper-Holmes investigators found 630 portable 


radios. They found 474 of these radios in operation. ‘They 


found an average of 6 people listening to every portable 


radio. Totalling all answers to the question—‘‘What station 
are you listening to?’ ranks WOR and its three competing 


50,000 watt New York stations as follows: 


WOR 42% 
STATION A 12.9% 
STATION B 8.2% 
STATION C 4.2% 
ALL OTHERS 29.7% 


Again and Again and Again WOR RANKS FIRST! 


In the latter part of 1938 it was found that WOR ranked first 
in listening popularity among automobile radio owners. 
In the recent four New York station study conducted by 
Hooper-Holmes WOR ranked first in total families listen- 


ing. On one day, 46% more families were found listening 


to WOR than to any other station. Now again WOR ranks 


first in this unique Hooper-Holmes outdoor study of the 


listening preferences of a people in a market group who buy 


more than any people anywhere. 


IS IT ANY WONDER THEN... 


*That more than 70% of WOR’s sponsors are among 


America’s greatest national advertisers? 


* That WOR has a library of more than 60 success stories— 
the greatest collection of success stories ever gathered by 


one station? 


* That year in and year out WOR has consistently ranked 


first in total.spot placements? 


FREE—to advertisers and agency time buyers... 


What other questions does this new WOR survey answer? 
Ask WOR today for a complete copy of the results. See 1. 
How all four major stations ranked on each of the four suc- 
cessive days. 2. Glance down the list of the more than 56 
types of portable radios found and see how many of each 
were found. g. Discover the types of programs to which 
these listeners were dialled. 4. Notice how baseball broad- 


casts stack up against competing air entertainment. 


A note, call or wire directed to WOR, 1440 Broadway, in 


New York, will bring your copy by return mail. 
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| WLS Barn Dance in Chicago Theatre Patty Jean Sues KOL More Fan Mail Quotes } | 
e 
| Alleging Idea Lift 
Seattle, Sept. 12. 
| : onsors or rs Seattle, Sept. 12. Listeners Club, participating program on KOL conducted by Bob Hillis 
oe Ve9 b * Patty Jean (Vivian Forrest), now , for the Robert ©. Nichols agency (Phillips Grape-Juice, Man-kind dog 
lon KOMO here, and Pacific National | food) has culled some recent fan mail gems: 
“Advertising Agency have filed suit] ‘We live by our radio and gee how we suffer.’ 
Chicago, Sept. 12. jit profitable, since it has signatured for an —— Fang eget emer use your dog food because I have no pet, but I have a good 
th season’s gallop. ases in superior s 
Saturday (9) saw the 800,000th goood ae oa ge on the Seattle Broadcasting Co. (KOL) “At our house, at a certain time in the morning, we say: ‘It’s time to cry 
ticket sold for they WLS Barn ws as it stands at present shapes and v.p. Archie Taft. Suit charges with the O’Neills. 
Dance in the Eighth St. the- up like this, with Alka Seltzer grab- originated unique ‘I comedians but why must every comedy program have such 
i ‘bing the one hour over NBC: radio program’ an e agency as- | 
a. ee ae _ Agha ve 7-00- 7:30—Pinex. serts it acquired joint ownership of ‘loo many big programs come at a time when those who are lucky 
Barn Dance shows are still selling) 54) 3'o9__Keystone Fence. the script, etc., which KOL is now | enough to have a job are still working.’ ri 
on at over capacity for the two per- —_8-00- 9:00—Alka Seltzer (NBC). | using under title of ‘KOL New Good! ‘There is enough sadness and trouble in the world without listening to it q 
formances, at 7:30 and 10 p.m. | 9:00- 9:30-—-Murphy Products. Health Club.’ on the radio.’ t 
There ee oe every per- | _9:30-10:00-—Mantle Lamp. Patty Jean came to KOL originally | ‘The serials are all right in very small doses.’ 
ge more at each |  10:00-10:15—Flex-O-Glass. from CKLW, Detroit-Windsor. She 
show in the 1800-seat house, | _10:15-11:00—Time available. later moved to KOMO and asserts 
WLS Barn fone in the _14-00-12:00—Has never been offered. after she did this KOL debuted a | Rooney, Garland, Grant Martin Block H r 
o 
" theatre for eight and on the air for) re similar to the heatlh club ’ ° IS | 
15 years. The program itself during | WHO's KOL filed a. On Gulf Guild Preem 
this time has picked up extremely | Des Moines, Sept. 12. | Seners —_ 8 
faithful sponsorship, with one ad-| _ WHO barn dance will . 
Sept. 30 in. Shrine Auditorium for ‘ Hollywood, Sept. 12. Wh ponsor i 
its ninth year as a regular Saturday 'KHAS Gets Green Light, 
llth consecutive year, two adver Gulf's Sereen Theatre shoves off 
tisers who have been on the program "ight two-hour feature. Lincoln, Sept. 12. | Sept. 24 on CBS for another season} ° e t 
for seven years, and another couple, Barn Dance originated in Daven- All protest against the start of of gratis performances by picture Radio-le ho . 
that have been around for four years, | Port in 1931 and moved to President KHAS, the Hastings, Neb., etherer, | stars to help Motion Picture Relief WwW . 
: Oldest sponsorship on the show is theatre in 1933. Later moved to of 100-watt night, 250-watt day cali-|Fund build a home for the indus- 
a the Mantle Lamp company, which 5,000-seat auditorium, where it has bre, was stopped last week when | try’s aged and needy. : 
ie has been plugged on the Barn Dance continued since to almost capacity | Don Searle, owner of KMMGJ, Grand Inaugural cast comprises Mickey ; 7 
since 1929 and goes back 14 years Shows. ; _ | Island, serving the same area, called Rooney, Judy Garland, Cary Grant Martin Block, conductor of 1 
on the station itself. | oe —— oii gee of Stan | off his attorneys, wh« were about to and Ann Sothern. WNEW's, New York, Make-Believe- | 
Best known of the sponsors to the, Wlaney, with Arving HM. “Srossman, file objections with FCC. Searle, Belircom, is sponsoring himself on n 
trade is Alka-Seltzer, which goes Of WHO, as house manager. who besides being top-man_ with | ; the Swing Sessions which he re- E 
into its seventh year on the show. | F KMMJ, is general manager of Asks New Dallas Station sumed last night (Tuesday) at the v 
that has also | Forker in Dallas KFAB-KOIL-KFOR, here and_ in Dallas, Sept. 12. t 
een around for seven years is the Dallas. Sept, 12 | Omaha, gave no reason for his sud- V. O. Stamps, of Dallas, has asked rare ply . ge wae enone, ( 
Keystone Steel and Wire Co. allas, Sept. 12. | den reversal of feeling in the mat- | FCC for privilege to start new sta- | Which were gratis admissions, when ‘ 
Murphy Products and the Pinex Don Forker, formerly with Lord & ter. tion here on 1,370 kilocycles and 250 they were held in the Criterion the- i 
firm have each been patrons of the Thomas, in N. Y., has joined Tracy-, Thus assured, Lloyd C. Thomas watts, unlimited time. atre on Sunday mornings. They dN 
Dance program for four years. Locke-Dawson here. Walter Ely, KHAS biggies, are Seeks facilities to be given up by 
ast_ year Flex-O-Glass started on) He was once radio director of scouting the Hastings countryside for ,merger of KFJZ and KTAT, Ft. ew setup has Block charging & > 
the Barn Dance and evidently found Maxon in N.Y. ja transmitter site. Worth 55¢ admission to kids to listen and 
: dance to top name orchestras. The i c 
,/program is aired over WNEW 8-9 T 
p.m. and those who have bought 


tickets can stay and dance till 1 a.m.; 
D A TING SYSTEM Inc those who came for the broadcast ' “ 
only, which is cuffo, leave. 


3 « 
; 20 EAST 57TH STREET Situation of Block paying for the . 
: NEW YORK came to light when his first broad- : 
cast last night conflicted with the ea 
opening game of the International - 

Baseball League playoffs. Station 

will come in on the games a haif 

hour late because of Block’s hour 

J CARL CALMAN, General Manager show. Games are sponsored by Gen- 

eral Mills and Socony Vacuum. 
PLaza 8-3355 

v 
b 
WMCA’s Jam fi 
Continued from page 21___] be 


Federal Trade Commission, may 

crack down, charging misrepresenta- £ 
tion and misleading advertising. 

| Calling attention to international 

pacts as well as domestic law, Com- 

mish order, in effect, laid down pol- 

_icy for the industry. Regulators said 

that ‘during the period of tense in- 

| ternational relations, the public in- 


MEMBER STATIONS 


Albany . . . WABY Rochester . . WSAY 
Auburn . . . WMBO Syracuse. . WSYR 


= | terest, convenience and necessity re- © 
Jamestown WITN Utiea WIBX quire strict observance by licensees 


;of radio broadcast stations in this 
‘country of all provisions of inter- 
‘national undertakings and _ federal 
legislation relating to the secrecy of a 
| international communications.” Cc 

N 

V 


: Buffalo . . . WOR-WKBW 


| WMCA is directed to file sworn 
statement by Friday telling ‘all facts 


Rochester_/ and circumstances pertaining to said 
FOS ing.” Whether hearing will follow 

Aul urn but indications were the answer will 

ores OS be basis for formal testimony-taking ti 

and cross-examination. 


‘No Violation.’ 

Donald Flamm, head of WMCA, 
declared yesterday afternoon (Tues- , 
day that on the basis of information 
'furnished to him by newspapers on 
the citation he was certain that the 


station had violated no regulation. 

' He added that WMCA’s news broad- 
Primary 3,194,200 | casts have always carried newspaper 
Secondary 527,500 /or news agency credited lines. Wil- } 

~ liam Wiseman, counsel-v.p. of 


A POTENTIAL TOTAL AUDIENCE OF. . 3,721,700 


Exclusive of NEW YORK CITY * FCC officials. 


Impression at the station is that 
the charge most likely had been 
* The adverti h _founded on a flash it had obtained 

advertiser has the option of using any inde- from the N. Y. Herald-Trib, which 


@ pendent New York station for origination. Thus, any pee pnp eG 
ates sinaaad originating. on any independent New York (that the Nazi government had or- 
station may be fed to the NEW YORK BROADCAST: dered all its ships to home ports. 
ING SYSTEM, 

| 


Hedda Vacates NBC 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Hedda Hopper and NBC, long at 
'Odds, have called it quits and she 
| withdrew last weekend from net- 
| work sustainer, ‘Brenthouse,’ on a 


- 16% of the land of the State 
- 84% of the State’s Population 


which she was starred. 

She hops over to CBS next month 
to head a new commercial series for 
Sunkist. 


According to a survey of the State of New York, 
Executive Department, Division of State Planning 


cz 
| 
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= 
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SHOWS 
BACK 
CANADA 


Winnipeg, Sept. 12. 
With four already back on the air, 
gn additional eight shows are set to 
yeturn to the Canadian air within 
the next few weeks, according to 
present arrangements. In all cases 
these feeds are from the American 


networks. 

Most significant returning feature 
of the new season is Dr. Stidger pro- 
gram for Fleischmann yeast. This 
show ran into trouble last year with 
its commercial copy, Officials of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. asking 
the continuity be submitted to the 
Canadian health authorities before 
use. 

Already back on the air, via the 
CBC, are Chase & Sanborn (NBC) 
Sept. 3; Maxwell House (NBC), Sept. 
7: Lux Radio Theatre (CBS), Sept. 
11. 

Set to bow in again within the 
next couple of weeks are: Lever 
Bros. (CBS), Sept. 19; General 
Wife’ (transcribed); Carnation Con- 
tented Hour (NBC); Fleischmann 
(NBC), and ‘Stella Dallas’ (tran- 
scribed), all on October 2. ‘One 
Man’s Family’ will come in from 
NBC starting Oct. 4, and it’s quite 
possible the second half hour of the 
new Standard Brands hour will 
come north also, although no an- 
nouncement has been made as yet. 
The Rogers Silver Theatre from 
CBS will bow in Oct. 8. 

All shows, with the exception of 
one, are carried by the CBC out- 
jet, CKY, in Winnipeg. The excep- 
tion, Charlie McCarthy, goes to 
CJRC, Winnipeg. Like sustainers, 
all commercials are also fed to the 
new CBC transmitter, CBK, at Wat- 


yous, Sask. 


Radio vs. Press 


Mexico City, Sept. 12. 

Congress has okayed a bill pro- 
viding for full and national radio 
broadcasts of its sessions for the 
first time in history, so as to ‘coun- 
teract the pernicious political activi- 
jies of the reactionary press.’ 

Heretofore, only extra special con- 
gressional sessions have been aired. 


In Australia 


Country stations are buying a lot 
of U. S. waxers for presentation on 
€arly evening sessions during the 
cold spell. 


Nick Lucas will probably do some 
airings over Australian Broadcasting 
Commission through link with Frank 
Neil’s Tivoli chain, Crooner’s waxers 
were tremendously popular here 
some years back. 


Frank Goldberg, top advertising 
man, stated that U. S. firms were 
ready to spend plenty on local air 
time during the next few months. 


4, 


PIONEER 
RADIO 
STATION 


Radio station WWJ was not 
only the first station in Amer- 
ica, but it has maintained its 
position as the first station in 
listener interest in Detroit since 
it was established,—a fact 
Proven by every survey that 
has ever been made! 


National Representatives 


Geo. P.H y Co. 


New York, Chicoge, Sen Frencisco, Atiente 


Wrigley’s Quiz Pulls 
Surprise Station Switch 


Winnipeg, Sept. 12. 

Wrigiey’s ‘Treasure Trail’ quiz 
show pulled surprise switch from 
CJRC to CKY in this city. Tip off 
to change was given at conclusion 
of final CJRC show, when listeners 
were advised to ‘watch Monday and 
Tuesday’ papers for announcement. 

‘Trail’ was introduced last spring 
over the Richardson station. Sudden 
change to the government outlet 
came as a complete surprise to local 
radio circles. 

CJRC is building a similar type of 
show to replace the vacant half 
hour. 


Plan New Cuban Outlet 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Establishment of another Cuban 
broadcasting station is contemplated, 
according to report received by the 
Commerce Department. 

President of Cuba has proposed to 
the native legislature duty-free im- 
portation of $66,000 worth of equip- 
ment. 


SHELL OIL BASES 106 
SUIT ON BROADCAST 


Montreal, Sept. 12. 
Sheil Oil Co. of Canada has filed 
suit asking $10,000 in damages against 
the Retail Merchants’ Ass’n of Can- 
ada, alleging damaging statements 
were broadcast from station CKAC. 


Station has amicably adjusted dif- 
ference with Shell Oil by giving 
Shell time on air. In any event, At- 
torney-general of Quebec has taken 
stand that broadcasters are not re- 
sponsible for opinions expressed by 
sponsors, and that recourse can be 
had only against those buying time. 
In action against the Retail Mer- 
chants’ Ass’n, Shell also attacks a 
Quebec labor statute, asking that it 
be declared unconstitutional. 
Defendants in the lawsuit contend 
that the damage action should be de- 
cided by a jury, but that the matter 
of the legality of a provincial labor 
statute should be left for a judge to 
arbitrate. Shell Oil wants to set 
aside labor agreement, which fixes a 
minimum price of $1 for each greas- 


ing job on a motor vehicle. 


— 


Canada Back to Normal; Permitting 
U.S. Commentators, But Nixes Hams 


Montreal, Sept. 12. 
Conditions in local radio broad- 
casting are virtually normal now, 
with U. S. commentators such as 
Dorothy Thompson, H. V, Kaltenborn 
and others being permitted on Cana- 
dian stations, 


Censorship of American commen- 
tators was not considered feasible 
from the first because of the close 
proximity to U. S. border. Canadian 
listeners have been tuning in mostly 
to American stations in past week. 


Canada’s army of 3,500 amateur 
radio operators have offered to place 
all their facilities at the disposal of 
the Federal Government. Reported 
that the Transport Department has 
turned the matter over to the De- 
partment of National Defense for 
further consideration. 

Meanwhile, the ‘hams’ have re- 
ceived notice that due to war condi- 
tions they must stay off the air. Un- 


derstood there are approximately 500 
amateur radio station operators in 
the province, with about 3,000 more 
throughout Canada. 


Censorship Personnel 


Toronto, Sept. 12. 

Colonel R. P. Landry, secretary of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
has been appointed radio censor for 
Canada. 

Heading the censorship personnel 
is Walter Thompson, director of pub- 
licity for Canadian National Rail- 
ways. Supplementary meetings now 
divulge that Oswald Mayrand, direc- 
tor of the Canadian Press, and L. 
Clare Moyer, Clerk of the Senate, 
will be in charge of press and film 
censorship, respectively. 


George Robey doing extra sessions 
for Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion by arrangement Tivoli Theatres. 


calls in all) is being completed. 
and Television Corporation, or 


THE NATION’S STATION 


Anderson, Indiana 


was revealed as WLW’s share of the listening audience by the 
recent Ross Federal Research Corporation’s Coincidental Survey 
made for us in these 7 additional markets: 


Huntington, West Virginia 


Ironton, Ohio and Ashland, Kentucky 


Marion, Indiana 
Marion, Ohio 
Portsmouth, Ohio 
Zanesville, Ohio 


Chart Story of this Survey has been released. Analysis of individual 
station popularity by hourly periods as well as a combined Analysis 
of our original 13-Market Survey, plus the above 7 markets (159,299 
Write Transamerican Broadcasting 


See the Crosley Building at the New York World's Fair 
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Smother Net’s 50,000-Watt Desire 


NBC Stations 


Even though it owns the facilities, ; slated to make another attempt to | tion classroom series prepared by 


NBC finds itself badly stymied in mat- 
ter of petitioning the Federal Com- 
munications Commission for a boost 
to 50,000 watts for KJR, Seattle, and 
KGA, Spokane. Under the Havana 
treaty the stations, now operating 
at 5,000, are eligible for 50 kilowatts, 
but their lessees, Bert Fisher, of 
KJR, and Louis Wasmer, of KGA, 
prefer to keep the plants down to 
their present power on what are re- 
ported to be grounds of economy. 
They are said to feel that they are 
doing a solid and effective cover- 
age job for the available markets and 
see no reason for upping their op- 
eration expenses. 

The two stations are part of the 
NBC Pacific blue. NBC acquired 
them back in the late 20’s and in 1931 
leased them to their present opera- 
tors. KGA and KJR, along with 
KEX, Portland, were the first sta- 
tions to operate at 5,000 watts full 
time in that area. 

Despite the turndowns, NBC is 


'talk Fisher and Wasmer into filing } 
| applications for 50,000 watts. The | 
| persuasive routine will take place | 
| during the special convention of the 
| National Association of Broadcasters | 
in Chicago. 

For a broadcaster to turn down 
opportunity to get a raise in | 
wattage rates as something rare in | 
the industry. 


Clement Moves to N. H. 
Worcester, Mass., Sept. 12. 

Earle Clement, WTAG announcer 
for the past nine years, has been ap- 
pointed manager of WLNH in La- 
conia, New Hampshire. WLNH is 
owned and operated by the Northern 
Broadcasting Co. and is a member 
of the Yankee, Colonial and Mutual 
systems, 

While with WTAG, Clement wrote 
and produced several programs in 
addition to announcing. 


WJJD LANDS EDUC'L 
SERIES FOR 3D YEAR 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
For the third successive yeat, 
WJJD, the Ralph Atlass station, has 
obtained the official Board of Educa- 


the Radio Council and broadcast 
from WJJD studios under the super- 
vision of director Harold Kent. 
Series starts Sept. 25 and will run 
each week-day at 1:30 p.m. to be 
heard by grade school children 
throughout the metropolitan area in 
their own classrooms. Mondays will 
be devoted to a series known as ‘The 
Science Reporter’; on Tuesdays, Kent 
will broadcast a program tagged 
‘That's News to Me’; Wednesdays will 


present a_ series of outstanding 
speakers for a discussion of Chicago 
and civie affairs; Thursdays will 


bring dramatized literature to the 
listening school children, while Fri- 
days will be set aside for music ap- 
preciation programs. 


Quaker Oats has taken, through 
Benton & Bowles, 30-minute ‘Man 
on the Farm’ program, running once- 
weekly from Sept, 23 through June 
29, 1939, on WGY, Schenectady, aad 


other stations. 


Progress: It's Now Asking 1,000 Watts 


New Orleans, Sept. 12. 

Thursday (7) the Federal Com- 
munications Commission authorized 
a power jump for night time broad- 
casting of WNOE from 100 to 250 
watts. The station, immediately 
upon receiving authorization for this 
boost, placed application for authori- 
zation for 1,000 watts power. And 
therein lies a story of the most re- 
markable changes in a radio station 
seen in the deep south. 

WNOE, owned by State Senator 
James A. Noe, and managed by Ray- 
mond Hufft, now employs a steady 
staff of eighteen persons. But this 
looks like a network crew, compared 
with the operation of the station a 
few years ago. 

Just two months ago the FCC au- 
thorized the change in call letters 
from WBNO to WNOE. By this 
move the station owner became the 
only man in the country to have his 
full name in the call letters of his 


station. A great promotional stunt, 
especially since Noe is a candidate 
for governor in 1940 in Louisiana. 

The original license under which 
the station now operates was first 
secured 12 years ago, with eall let- 
ters then WBBX. The station, a 100- 
watter, split time with another 100- 
watter, WJBW, and was used mostly 
for church services of the Coliseum 
Place Baptist Church. 

It held a broadeast license, and 
that was all. Even when the present 
regime of Noe-Hufft finally sue- 
ceeded, after two years of efforts, ia 
getting license’ transferred, 
WBNO, which it became six years 
ago, was still nothing to brag about. 

The staff consisted of five or six 
persons, including transmitter engi- 
neers, with nothing but records and 
church broadcasts. It was the laugh- 
ing stock of the local radio industry. 
There was no schedule worked out, 
and one announcer worked practi- 
cally all day. There were numerous 
instances of *one recording being 
played eight or 10 times one 
evening, 

The station changed managers al- 
most as rapidly as department stores 
change window displays. Veteran 
Edward ‘Doc’ Musso, who guided the 
destiny of the station under the 
church, was replaced by Armond O. 
Black, formerly with WAPI aud 
WSGN, Birmingham. Black stayed 
three weeks, then quit, with the 
statement that the case was hopeless. 


Hufft Steps In 


Hufft succeeded him. Persons were 
added to the staff rapidly. They 
were chosen from out-of-town sta- 
tions, where they had proven their 
ability. 

In the office—one room-——announcer 
Jack Botgner, besides his regular 
routine in the studio, did secretarial 
work. Now the station has three of- 
fices, and Hufft has two clerical as- 
sistants. 

Under program director Hubert 
Grant, first added as an announcer, a 
schedule a week in advance was 
worked out. Under the old regime, 
the station manager was in a streak 
of luck if he knew what was coming 
on the evening of the same day. 

The station today is rapidly taking 
a major position in the minds of 
radio fans in New Orleans. One of 
the biggest audience ‘builders has 
been sports. It carried the complete 
American Legion junior baseball 
series this year. 


in 


Educational Dept. 


As part of the buildup, the station 
has added an educational depart- 
ment—the first of any station in New 
Orleans. And although no programs 
in this field can be counted upon to 
bring in direct revenue because of a 
school board ruling barring commer- 
cials, it is a tremendous good-will 
builder. Benet F. Cain, himself a 
highschool teacher, is hitting this 
angle for all its worth. 

In news facilities, the station uses 
the United Press radio leased wire. 
This is the same service used by the 
city’s 50,000-watter, WWL. 

The station now picks up nightly 
more than 10 remotes from various 
night clubs and roadhouses. 

Sales manager Clark Alexander re- 
ported last week that business was 
up 55% over a year ago. Several 
national accounts have been added 

Latest promotional angle conceived 
by Noe is the electric sign with the 
station’s call letters he is having ine 
stalled this week at the transmitter. 
The letters WNOE are four feet high 
and, at alternate times, the ‘W’ goes 
dark, leaving only the state senator's 
name glowing in the night. 


No change in programming or 
policy. Better service to Mat- 
ropolitan New York including 
its 6,982,635 foreign citizens. 


1000 WBNX 
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MAY NIX DISC 
LOGGING RULE 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Junking of the FCC rule requiring 
proadcasters to enter every record- 
ing played on programs of the ‘time 
clock’ nature is expected momen- 
ia-ily. Repeated requests for more 
leniency will bear fruit, official 
sources intimate. 

The question of changing the 
rules has been thoroughly debated 
by legal experts, with the FCC 
Rules Commit’ee reputedly ready to 
back track and cenfess no useful 
purpose would be served by forc- 


jing operators to log each disc in de- 
jail. Change in the phraseology will | 
be necessary, however, before the | 
headache fades. 
Repeated requests for reconsidera- 
dion have been acknowledged, al- 
though only in perfunctory manner. 
But sub rosa info indicates that the 
NAB has chalked up a major vic- 
jory. Letter from Andrew Bennett, 
trade body counsel, did it. He listed 
the number of notations that would 
be required in the case of several 
small plants which are largely de- 
pendent on canned music. 
Repercussions may result from the 
pickering over the rule. Members 
of the Commish reputedly were as- 
sured when the regulations were 
presented by underlings that all 
portions having any direct bearing 
on station operations had been ap- 
y oved by the NAB. Squawks after 
ihe code was promulgated have oc- 
casioned frowning amon” various 
Commissioners, who wonder if they 
were misled or whether the sub- 


and WOW, 


ordinates are completely un- 
acquainted with the technique of | 
station management. At least one | 
member feels it is about time the 
staff had some idea of what goes on 
in transmitter, 


Dr. P. Phillips Co., of Orlando, 
Florida, using twice-weekly partici- 
pations on KPO, ’Frisco, Home 
Forum through Long Agency. North- 
western Yeast using same _ show | 
thrice weekly for 39 weeks through 
Hays-MacFarland, Chicago. 


BLANDS MOVE 


Brother Announcers, Performers 
Shift from WKRC te WCKY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 12. 

Al and Lee Bland, brothers, will 
go from WKRC to WCKY when the 
latter station becomes a CBS affili- 
ate Sept. 24. Besides announcing, 
they will conduct a morning chatter 
and music recording program series 
similar to one they have had on 
WKRC for more than a year. 

Sid Ten Eyck, former WCKY and 
WLW announcer and lately an exec 
on the staff of WING, Dayton, O., 
rejoined the L. B. Wilson station 
Monday (11), 


5-Yr.-Old WOW-WKZO 
Tiff Brought Before 
U. S. Supreme Court 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Question whether’ intermediate 
tribunal should use its own judg- 
ment and examine the facts upon 
which the FCC bases decisions has 
been presented to the U. S. Supreme 
Court in latest development in the 
five-vear tiff between WKZO, Kala- 
Omaha. Latter 
station is seeking to upset full-time 
grant to the Michigan outlet, which 
uses the same frequency daytimes 
only. 

Raising several vital questions, 
Paul M. Segal, counsel for WOW, 
told the Supreme Court in his peti- 
tion for review of the D. C. Court 
of Appeals decision ‘upholding the 
Commish) that the Communications 
Act has been wrongly construed and 
the regulators violated their own 
rules in allowing WKZO to install a 
directional antenna and go to full 
time on the 590-ke stripe. 

The chief issue, Segal contends, is 
the lower court’s jurisdiction in ap- 
peals from FCC rulings. Listing six 
errors by -the appellate bench, he 
devoted most of his argument to the 
question whether the intermediate 
judges should have been satisfied 
with the findings of fact made by 
the Commish. Claimed the judges 
ought to have looked at the testi- 
mony, which, in his opinion, failed 
to prove WKZO would not injure 
WOW, or reduce the latter's serv- 
ice. 


DECISIONS MAJOR DISPUTES 


WNAX Takes Sioux City 


Studios to Better Service 


Sioux City, Ia., Sept. 12. 

Studios in the Orpheum theatre 
building here have been leased by 
WNAX, Yankton, S. D. Station will 
use local studios primarily to give 
its listeners quicker service on mar- 
ket reports, ¢tc., since this town is 
the key market spot of this territory. 

Expected that the new studios here 
will be in operation by Oct. 1. Also 
likely that WNAX will produce a 
number of special shows out of the 
new studios. 


KSFO, FRISCO, EXECS 
BUY KROW, OAKLAND 


Oakland, Sept. 12. 
Four new owners have taken over 


station KROW, which now has the! 


same management as KSFO in San 
Franciscé. Through full stock acqui- 
sition authorized by the Federal 
Communications Commission, con- 
trol of KROW’s licensee, the Edu- 
cational Broadcasting Corp., has been 
assumed by W. I. Dumm, Philip J. 
Lasky, Fred J. Hart, former owner 
of KGMB, Honolulu, and Wallace F. 
Elliott, of the Tomaschke-Elliott ad- 
vertising agency in Oakland, and a 
KSFO director. 

Dumm is president of Associated 
Broadcasters, Inc., operators of 
KSFO, while Lasky is v.p. and gen- 
eral manager. 

KROW’'s former general manager, 
H. P. Drey, and the former board of 
directors, resigned prior to the 
change of ownership. 


Hubbard’s Texas Post 
Amarillo, Texas, Sept. 12. 
J. Harley Hubbard, formerly com- 
mercial manager of WOPI, Bristol, 


| Tenn.-Va., has joined KFDA here as 


sales representative. 
He was once affiliated with KFAB, 


‘in Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Chairman Wants to Familiarize Himself With All 
Problems Before Judgment Is Passed—Full De- 
bate and ‘Complete Exchange of Views’ 


Washington, Sept. 12. jects are matters ‘for the Commis- 
Considerable delay settling! Sion to decide.’ 
many im ceed dis nies seems in- | ‘I didn’t run for this job on a dog- 
| matic platform,’ Fly said in reply 
evitable with the ascension of | to questions about his views. 7 
James Lawrence Fly, one _ of don’t assume to know the answer to 
the leading New Deal barristers, to | baste issues. They deserve serious 
the FOC ‘study. Since this is a semi-judicial 


Former | position, it would be improper for 
solictor of the Tennessee Valley Au-| me to assume I know the answers 
thority was sworn in Sept. 1, on important issues until I under- 
succeeding Frank R. MecNinch, who ‘‘@nd them, have heard both sides, 


has occupied the driver's seat tor | 
- years. These remarks were accepted as 

With MecNinch at his elbow, Fly evidence that considerable time will 
announced at an immediate press P#SS before the Commish takes up 

f hat he i a ail several outstanding matters which 
rteeeaahoaed that he intends os ucy have been on the hook for varying 
all major problems before trying to periods. Included in the batch of 
decide upon policies, and that basic items likely to be further delayed 
principles will be established only , £0F at least several weeks are the 


, ,qustion of modifying the rule re- 
after full debate and ‘complete ex- quiring international stations to re- 
change of views.’ 


In marked con- flect American culture and promote 
trast to his predecessor, Fly refused | goodwill, the policy on television 
on the occasion of his debut to give, licensing, a hard-and-fast principle 
governing station sales, and recom- 

any opinions on such controversial! mendations for new legislation. 
matters as newspaper _ ownership, | The chain-monopoly report—most 
networks and monopolies, station | significant issue on the slate—is not 
sales, and definition of ‘public in- Jikely to see daylight for months, 
terest.’ Reporters recalled that Mc- as a result of McNinch’s departure. 
Ninch started off by declaring he!) ~The outgoing FCC head predicted 
felt radio has much of the ‘public | the various staff reports—digests of 
utility’ status and should be regu- | testimony on a number of phases of 
lated along the same lines as trans-| the situation—will be ready within 
portation, power, and other com- three weeks, but the size of the rec- 
munications. ‘ord and the importance of the ques- 
The new chairman evidenced an tion is certain to require consider- 
intention of consulting freely with} able time. Not only Fly, but Com- 
his associates, rather than of trying | missioner Frederick L. Thompson, 
to lay down the law for the whole} who took the seat of Judge Eugene 
Commish. Any plans for reorgan-|O. Sykes just before hearings con- 
ization of the agency, firing or hiring | cluded, will have to review the 
personnel, or adopting policy wilt | Vee transcripts and mountain 

| 


be perfected ‘after careful consid-|of exhibits before being in a posi- 


eration of issues in particular cases,’| tion to reach conclusions and frame 


he asserted, adding that these sub-!a report, 


Out West (as in the East) 


the way out higher coverage costs small towns 
the RADIO WAY into all towns your territory 


CRS) 


AG 


—— | 


ADIO ADVERTISING delivers the same number of listeners 


per-thousand-population in each small town and in the farm 


areas, as it does in the big cities. 


With Columbia Pacific Network, you can sell MORE Big 
Cities, MORE Small Towns and MORE Farm Residences than 


market 


COL 


your Big City 


any other Coast medium at one time—and at one low cost. 'Vhis 


eliminates several hundred individual and prohibitive small] 


budgets. And simultaneously allows you to give the 


same valuable support to the swa//est crossroads dealer as to 


‘ 


‘pet account.’ 


‘| he way out of “‘budget pressure’ on the Pacific Coast— 


the wav zvfo Pacific Coast sales success is the... 


UMBIA PACIFIC NETWORK 


Palace Hotel, San Francisco * Columbia Square, Los Angeles. Repre- 


sented by Rapio saLEs: New York * Chicago * Detroit * Charlotte, N.C. 
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KCMO, K.C., Asking 
5,000 Watts; Looking 


To NBC or MBS Tieup 


Kansas City, Sept. 12. 
Jack Stewart, g.m. of station 


KCMO, announced that station ate | Holden 
are filing application in | 


torneys 
Washington for an increase in power 
to 5,000 watts. KCMO is now oper- 
ating on allotment of 1,000 watts day 
and night. 

Station is aiming at parity with | 
network outlets here, WDAF, Kansas | 
City Star-NBC Red, and KMBC, CBS 
affiliate. Granting of the application 
will give KCMO the inside track to 
affiliations with both NBC Blue and 
with MBS. 

Blue net reaches the area through 
WREN at Lawrence, Kan., 40 miles 
west. while MBS comes in through 
WHB. Kansas City, which operates 
on daytime only. 


NEW RADIO FACE 
Salt Lake City, Sept. 12. 
Cyrus Bergstoller, formerly of the 
business staff of the Utah Magazine, 
has been named sales manager of 
radio station KUTA, 100-watter here. 
Station recently improved its stu- 
dios in the Belvedere hotel. 


Butterfield Moves 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 12. 
Bill Butterfield, formerly with 
KCRC, Enid, has joined the an- 
nouncing staff of KOCY, Oklahoma 
City, replacing Marshall Miller, who 
resigned to go to California. 
Butterfield was succeeded at KCRC 
by Fred Palmblad. 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Gu you need in. 
Central 


BLAIR Representative 


5000 WATTS DAY 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 


F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


WEED, Rocky Mount, WDNC, Durham, WGNC, Gastonia, 
MINOR DECISIONS and WSTP, Salisbury; Ohio: WCPO, Cincinnat!; Oklahoma 
KOcY, Oklahoma City, and WBBZ, Ponca City; Oregon: 
Washington, Sept. 12 KBND. Bend; Pennsylvania: WEST, Easton, WMBS, Union- 
a Worcester Telegram Publishing Co Inc, town, WBRE, Wilkes-Barre, and WDAS, Phila { - 
Massachusetts: ee sd dcast station to be Carolina: WTMA, Charleston; South Dakota: KELO, Sioux 


granted new high frequency broa 
operated on 43400 ke conditionally, with 1 
E. and M, Co., 
station to be o] 

Michigan: 


equipment and increase power from 100 to 250 watts. 


New Jersey: Allen B. DuMont Laborat¢ 


granted new portable-mobile te levision relay station ‘to be op- 
erated in the New York area on an experimental basis, on 


156000-162000 ke, aural and visual power 60 watts; Bell Tele- 

phone Laboratories, Inc., Whippany, granted new develope ; 
mental broadeast station to be operated on 43200 ke condi- Alabama: WMSD, 
tionally, with 5 kw. Muscle Shoals City, 


New York: NBC, New York, granted ext 


to transmit reeorded programs to all broadcast stations in 
Canada licensed to operate by the Canadian Government, for 
Stromberg-Carlson Tele- 
Rochester, granted new high fre- 


a period of one year from Sept. 15; 
phone Manufacturing Co., 


Boston, granted new high frequency broadcast 

erated on 42600 ke conditionally, with 1 kw gelo, and KRBC, 
WJIMS, WJMS, Inc., Ironwood, make changes Ia and WGH, 


kw; Westinghouse 
Texns: KLUF, 


Washington, 
consin: WIBU, 
LWYO, Sheridan 


»yries, Inc., Passiac 


ension of authority 
Tampa, authority 


Georgia: WSAYV, 


quency broadcast station to be operated on 43200 ke condi- Ine. 


tionally, with 1 kw; NBC, 


tionally, with 1 kw; CBS, New York, 
ing Corp.; NBC. New 


to transmit programs to CECF, 
Broadcasting Corp. for one year. 


Ohio: Cincinnati Times-Star Co., Cincinnati, granted new 


high frequency facsimile station on an 


to be operated on 25175 ke conditionally, with 100 watts 

Vermont: WSYB, Philip Weiss Musie Co., 
changes in equipment and power boost from 100 to 250 watis 
KIT, Carl E. Haymond, Yakima, jump night 


Washington: 
power to 5 kw. 


Wisconsin: The Journal Company, Milwaukee, granted new 


New York, granted new high fre- 
quency bronadeast station to be operated on 42600 ke condi- 
granted extension of 
athorituy to transmit programs to CFRB and CKAC and 
other stations under the control of the Canadian Broadcast- 
York, granted extension of authority 
CBL and the Canadian 


Missouri: KERU, 


unlimited; KGBX, 


Falls, and KOBH, Rapid City; 
Galveston, KCMC, 
Abilene; 
Newport News; 
KPQ, Wenatchee, and KNRY, 
Poynette, 


changes, install new 


Louisiana: KVOL, 
fayette, increase night power from 100 to 250 watis 
KFRU, Inc., 
from 680 to 1370 ke, 
kw days to 250 watts, change hours of operation from simul- 
taneous days, sharing nights with WGBF, 
Springfield Broadcasting Co, 


Tennessee: WSIX, Nashville; 
Texarkana, KGWL, San An- 
Virginia: WCHY, Charlottesville 
Vermont: Burlington; 
Aberdeen Wis- 


and WSAU, Wausau, Wyoming, 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Muscle Shoals Broadeasting Corp 


jump power from 100 to 250 watia 


Florida: WELA, Florida West Coast Broadcasting Co, Tne 
to transfer control of corporation from | 
Fred J. Lee to The Tribune Co., 


10 shares common stock 
Arthur Lucas, Savannah, make antenna 
transmitter and change name to WSAYV, 


Evangeline Broadeasting Co. Inc., La- 


Columbia, change frequency 
decrease power from 500 watis nights, 1 


Evansville, Inc., to 
Spring fleld, 


install new transmitter, jump power from 600 watts to 5 kw, 


experimental basis Nebraska: 


Rutland, granted New York: 


aural: 


high frequency broadcast station to be operated on 42600 ke sion 


with 1 kw. 


The following stations were granted modification of 


North Carolina: 


licenses to increase operating power to 250 watts unlimited: only. 


Arkansas: KGHI, 
Rosa, KVEC, San Luis Obispo, and KR 
WJINO, West Palm Beach; Georgia: 
Waycross, WATL, Atlanta, 
Columbus, and WRDW, Augusta; 
ton, WEBQ, 
Cicero; Indiana: 
Louisiana: 


Illinois: 


more; Michigan: 
Minnesota: WHLB, Virginia, WMFG, 
Cloud, KVOX, Moorhead, and WMIN, St. 
We*.I, Jackson, and WAML, Laurel; 
Joplin, KWOS, Jefferson City, WIL, St. 


WABY, Albany, 
North Carolina: 


Bridgeton; New York: 
and WMBO, Auburn; 


Little Rock; California: 


WPAX, Thomasville, 


Harrisburg, WTMV, E. St. Louls, and WHF 
WEOA, Evansville, and WTRC, 
KRMD, Shreveport, KMLB, Monroe, KPLC, 
Charles and WNOEF, New Orleans; Maryland, WCBM, Balti- 
WBEO, Marquette and WKBC, 
Hibbing, KFAM, St. 


Louis, and KCKN, 
Kansas City; Montana: KPFA, Helena; New Jersey: 


WIBC, Blooming- 


Elkhart; 
Lake 


Muskegon; 
Allentown, increase 
Paul; Mississippi: 
Missouri: WMBH, 


WSNJ, 
WNBF, Binghamton 
WRAL, Raleigh, to 250 watts. 


Burlington Broadcasting Co., 
new siation to be operated on 1420 Ke with 100 watts, days 


WCOL, Ine., 
from 1210 to 1200 ke, boost power from 100 to 250 watts and 
make changes in equipment; Crosley Corporation, Cincinnati, 
new television broadcast station to be operated on 44000-50000 
ke with 1 kw visual and aural A-3 and -A-5 emission 
Oklahoma: KGFF, 
{increase night power from 100 to 250 waits 
Pennsylvania: WCBA, 


Texas: KVWC, Northwestern Broadcasting Co., 
crease night power from 100 to 250 watts; Hunt Broadcasting 
Association, Greenville, new station to be operated on 940 ke 
with 1 kw, days only; KFDA, Amarillo Broadcasting orp, 
Amarillo, Install new transmitter and boost power from 100 


make changes fn directional antenna. 
KGKY, 
night power from 100 to 250 watts. 

WIBX, Inc., Marshall, new high frequency 
broadcast station to be operated on 45400 ke with L kw, ape- 
cial emission for frequency modulation: (BS, 
television station on visual: 
180000-186000 ke with 


Hilliard Co., Inc., Scottsbluif, tocrease 


New York, new 
36000-346000 ke with 25 watts, 
25 watts special and A-¢ emis- 


Burlington, 


KDLR, Ine., Davils Lake, jump 


Columbus, change frequency 


KSRO, Sania North Dakota: KDLR, 
E, Berkeley; Florida: night power from 100 to 250 watts. 
WRGA, Rome, WAYX Ohio: WCOL, 
WRBL, 


KGFF Broadcasting ('o., Inc, Shawnee, 
Lehigh Valley Broadcasting Co., 
power from 600 watts to 1 kw 

Vernon, in- 


U. OF MICH. RADIO 
COURSE TEEING OFF 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 


UV. of Michigan again will sponsor 
extension courses in ‘fundamentals 
of Radio’ in studios of WJR here, 
starting Sept. 20. Prof. Waldo 
Abbot, head o” radio department at 
Ann Arbor, will be in charge, as- 
sisted by key men from all Detroit 
stations. 


Last year’s enrollment was so 
large, classes were divided and 
course given on both Wednesday and 
Thursday nights. 


When a great big beautiful thirty- 


pound cake arrived for the mem- 
bers of the WTIC Playhouse, we 
almost held out on them. So 
MUCH all at once might go to 
their heads. 


We didn’t—they loved it—and now 
they’re swinging into their eighth 
continuous year. With over 800 
performances behind them, fan 
mail has piled up past the 60,000 
mark. And this with never a plug 
ad fan mail nor an Offer of any 
kind. 


If you ever baked a thirty-pound 
cake—or even thought about it— 
you'll know the New England 
housewife who baked this one 
thought a great deal of the Play- 
ers and WTIC, 


This is just one of many, many in- 
stances that show what a friendly 
audience WTIC offers any adver- 
tiser. 50,000 Watts means it’s a 
BIG one. 


IM SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND WTIC RATES 


FIRST 


@ IN LISTENER POPULARITY BY 270 9 
IN THE HARTFORD AREA 


@ IN NUMBER OF NETWORK ADVERTISERS 


@IN NUMBER OF NATIONAL SPOT 
ADVERTISERS 


"the Station With, the, adly Audience: 


The Troveters Service Corperotion 
Member NBC Red Network ond Yankee Networ 
Representative: Weed & Company 

New York Chicago Son 


STATION IDEAS 


Tourist Service 
Winnipeg. 

Local stations are all going in for 
the tourist information stuff. Shows 
on both CKY and CJRC tend to ‘tell 
all’ when it comes to road condi- 
tions, weather to be expected, points 
of interest, and the many other 
things for gas buggy ramblings. 

CKY show, ‘B. A. Weekend Re- 
view,’ hits air every Saturday at 
12:30 noon. Sponsored by British- 
American Oils, Ltd., it is scripted by 
Hugh Newton of the local All- 
Canada office. CJRC ditto is titled 
‘Harmony Highway’ and rides on 
Saturdays at 2:30 p.m., CST. Sus- 
taining, it is scripted by Harry Har- 
rod of CJRC continuity dept. This 
station has dropped its ‘CJRC Wel- 
comes Tourists’ show, which was 
carried last year every Saturday 
morning. 


Good-Will Ambassador 
Cincinnatt. 

Fortifying its weekly series of 
Neighborly Salute programs, linked 
with 94 small-town newspapers with- 
in a 150-mile radius, WCKY offers 
its good-will ambassador, Milton 
Bacon, for gratis talks before local 
civic and fraternal groups starting 
Friday (15). Lecturer, author and 
raconteur, Bacon's philosophy and 
poetry stanzas have been carried by 
the station twice-weekly for more 
than a year. 

On his personal appearances, Bacon 
will judge chocolate cake-baking con- 
tests and award three cash prizes to- 
taling $10 and blue ribbons donated 
by WCKY. Contests will be con- 
ducted by the papers, which will be 
furnished art, mats and reading mat- 
ter by WCKY. Station also dishes 
out four-page two-color brochures at 
meetings addressed by Bacon, Three 
pages are devoted to station pub- 
licity and the other is open for local 
imprint. Cake winners are to be an- 
nounced on Bacon’s programs. 


Pet Show Plugs ‘Ranger’ 
Oklahoma City. 

KTOK held a Lone Ranger Pet 
Show in its backyard, inviting all 
Oklahoma City youngsters to attend 
and bring their pets. Prizes were 
given for the cutest, smartest and 
most unusual. Entertainment was 
furnished with ice cream to alli the 
kids, and doughnuts by sponsor, Bond 
Bread Co, 


Prizes were presented over the air 
in special program, with station man- 
ager Kenyon M. Douglas interview- 
ing veterinarian about the care of 


pets, 


FCC’S FRED THOMPSON 


BURNS RADIO LEGALITES 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
Radio attorneys are fuming over 
the attempt of — Commissioner 
Fred Thompson, veteran of four 
months’ service ‘a the regulatory 
body, to assume a judicial status. 


Outspoken Alabama publisher, who 
has displayed enmity for networks | 
On humerous occasions, 
blasted one lawyer who sought to | 
explain the reason for a request for | | 
permission to change call letters of | 
a newly-acquired outiet. After the| 
regulator tongue-lashed the station | 
representative, legal crowd burned in 
sympathy. 

Thompson’s complaint that such| 
relations are ‘improper’ did not im- 
press other FCC’ers, who granted the 
request despite his demands for a 
hearing and yowls that approaches 
of this kind should be verboten. 

Saraka, laxative manufactured by 
the Schering Corp., of Blooméeld, N. | 
J., will be handled by Sherman K. El. | | 
lis, effective Oct. 1 


Wisconsin Legislators 


Want WMAQ’s Berth 
For State-Owned WHA 


Chicago, Sept 12 

NBC officials here have learnod 
that a resolution was introduced in 
the Wisconsin state assembly 
directing the attorney = generat 
to petition the FCC for permis. 
sion to expand state-owned WHA 
by taking over wavelength, power 
and broadcasting time of NBC's 
WMAQ. WHA is located in Madi- 
son, Wis., and operates on 5,000 
watts daytime. University of Wis- 
consin runs the station, as also 
WLBL in Superior, Wis. 

Contemplated petition to the FCC 
would ask that WLBL be eliminated 
entirely if WHA can get WMAQ's 
power and facilities. Argument to 
obtain the berth now held by NBC's 
big 50,000-watter in Chicago will 
presumably be that NBC has three 
Chicago outlets, when only two are 
necessary. 


Budget for Bill 
Madison, Wis., Sept. 12 
The bill would appropriate $9,890 

for special counsel and $106,500 to 
equip and enlarge WHA should tha 
FCC authority be granted. Measura 
also provides $126,000 annually for 
operating expenses, besides contem.. 
plating elimination of WLBL, Stevens 
Point, Wis., companion station of 
WHA. 


THOMPSON 


and her Rhythm Singers 
for ETHYL 


with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 
and TONY MARTIN 
CBS Every Monday, 8-8:50 P.M., EDST 
Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


CALLING ALL STATIONS 
AND AGENCIES! 


Producer, Announcer, Wriier, Now 
Idea Man, Continulty and Merchan- 
dising Ideas That Click! Oa the 
air since 1928. Now at liberty. Box 
359, care Variety, Hollywood, Calif 


DON’T 
PALMOLIVE'S 


OP Ho USE 


MISS 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 


By Adelaide Marston 


Dadicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 


WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 

WOR—4:30-4:45 P.M. E.D.S.T. 
Monday Through Friday 


_ Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 


*WILL COLLABORATE 


YOU PAY FOR WHAT YOU USE 


DENNEY KENNEY, c’o VARIETY, NEW YORK 
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COLLEGES TIE-IN 
EDUCL 
FORUM 


Dallas, Sept. 12. 

Under the combined sponsorship of | 
tHe Dallas News and the Dallas Civic 
Foundation station, WFAA here on 
Sunday (17) starts a radio education 
forum titled ‘You Might Be Right’ 
under the guidance of Elmer Scott, 
of the Civic Federation. 

Will air at 1:30 p. m. from the 
Federation’s auditorium, where the 
public will be admitted also. Uni- 
versities and colleges in on the forum 
will be the University of Texas, 
Southern Methodist, U. of Oklahoma, 


Texas State College for Women, 
North Texas Agricultural College, | 
Trinity, Texas Christian and _ the 


Texas A. & M. 

Forum series will bring two quali- | 
fied speakers to present 
views on each subject, and each topic 
will be aired twice, so that listeners’ 
questions can be answered on the 
second Sunday. 

First two subjects ‘listed for dis- 
cussions, ‘The Weakness and Strength 
of Democracy’ and ‘An Analysis of 
Propaganda.” WFAA, in addtion to 
aiding in the general backing and 
sponsorship of the series, has ar- 
ranged for at least 75 separate lis- 
tening groups throughout the south- 
west territory to lend an ear to the 
program and participate actively in 
putting questions up to the various 
speakers. 


War Disrupts KHQ’s 
Nat'l Guard Program 


Spokane, Sept. 12. 
War Department instructions, sug- 
gesting that members and officers of 


the regular army refrain from mak- | 


ing any public appearances and 
speeches in view of the situation 
overseas, disrupted KHQ's 
Guard series. 


Program is an original cooked up | 


Regular 
Fort 
the 


crisis broke. 
from nearby 
have’ been 


before the 
army officers 
George Wright 
speakers, 

Among other thinzs the program 
takes listeners into various branches 
of the National Guard, including in- 
fantry, aviation, cavalry and artil 
lery. 


Ga. Radio Commission 


Gets Two New Faces. 


-Atlanta, Sept. 12. 

State Executive Dep't has an- 
nounced two changes in personnel 
of Georgia Radio Commission. Wil- 
liam V. Crowley, Atlanta, banker, 
was named to commission to succeed 
Chief Justice Charles S. Reid, of 
State Supreme court, who resigned 
When appointed to bench. Marvin 
Griffin, Bainbridge editor and aide 
io Gov. E. D. Rivers, was appointed 


director and secretary of commis- 
sion, succeeding L. T. (Pat) Gillen, 
ex-gubernatorial aide. 

Georgia commission was created 


by 1937 General Assembly to operate 
WGST, Columbia outlet here, owned 
by Georgia School of Technology. 


NEW K.C. MIKERS 

Kansas City, Sept. 12. 
Jack Stewart, chief at station 
KCMO, has added two announcers 
to the staff. Ken Heady and Brad 
Crandall take up new duties imme- 
diately. Both have had legit and 
radio dramatic experience, but both 

are new to the announcer’s booth. 
Heady has played in the Resident 
Theatre productions locally, while 
Crandall has taken part in some lo- 

cally produced shows at KCMO. 


RATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


opposite’ 


National | 


Daniel to Direct WSAV, 
New Savannah Station 


Savannah, Sept. 12. 


ville, to become executive director 
of WSAV, Savannah, in which he hes 
a part interest. Latter outlet is 
slated to go on the eir the latter 
part of October. 

Daniel's partner in WSAV is Ar- 
thur Lucas, Georgia theatre opera- 
tor and part owner of WRDW, Au- 
| gusta, 


WADHAMS’ 11TH YEAR 
Milwaukee, Sept. 12. 
The Wadhams Oil Co. enters its | 
llth consecutive year of broadcast- | 
ing over WTMJ here this fall, with) 
Russ Winnie, sports announcer, 
handling. U. of Wisconsin and 
Green Bay Packers professional 
‘league games will be aired. 
| In a few cases where great dis- 
| tances between playing points make 
it impossible for Winnie to cover | 
oth college and professional games 
over the same weekend, Bob Heiss, 
WTMJ special events man and now 
sports announcer, will take over. 


Harben Daniel has resigned as ad- | 
vertising manager of WSM, Nash. | 


HOWARD OFF SHAVER 
TOOTH CLEANSER 


| Bing Crosby’s 
11-11:15 p.m. on the NBC Red, drops 
off for the Williams Co. afier his 
Oct. 12 broadcast. However, he 
‘picks up the following week in the 
same spot on the same net for Calso- 
{dent Tooth Powder. Howard was on 


for Glider shave between 80-90 
| weeks. 
| In letting Howard go, Williams | 


took an option on his services for the 
future following the Calsodent se- 
ries. Beside radio work, Howard 
also works his keyboard at Mammy’s, 

N. Y. niiery, and the Hotel St. 
George, Brooklyn, in the afternoon. 


DOMINOES’ P.A.’S 


Richmond, Va., Sept. 12. 
Burt Repine’s WRVA Dominoes | 
/are set for a series of one-niters in 


latter part of this month. 
Continues third year of airing for 
same sponsor (Domino cigarettes), | 


Bob Howard, currently following | 


| ter-hours weekly. Robert Lasersohn 


Virginia and North Carolina starting | 


| remoting when necessary. 


behalf of Gerard Salad Dressing. | 
Through Rufus Rhoades & Co. Simon 
Mattress Co. also starting KPO an- 
nouncement series through Sales De- 
velopment Associates, San Francisco. 


KXOK, St. Louis 
Hellrung & Grimm (furniture), 


St. Louis, six quarter-hours weekly. | 
Chappelow Agency. | 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, 


| one half-hour weekly. Mutual Sys- 
tem. 

Mitchell, Inc., St. Louis, five quar- 
Associates. 

Neighborhood Gardens, St. Louis, 
one quarter-hour weekly. Placed di- | 


rect. 


Walkeasy Shoes, St. Louis. two 50- 
word spots daily. Placed direct. 


Carter’s Little Liver Pilis, Chicago, |. 


daily. 
(coal and coke), St. 


five one-minute ET's 
E. J. Wallace 


VARIETY 33 
Spot Campai 
. v Cook Products Co. has contracted Louis, five quarter-hours wee kly. 
session Thursday night for series of one-minute announce- Placed direct. 
/ments on KPO, San Francisco, on Skelly Oil, Tulsa. five quarter- 


hours weekly (Captain Midnight’). 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 


Midwest Photo Service, Janesville. 


Wis., sport announcements daily. 
Sheffer-Brennan-Margulis. 

Iowa Soap, Burlington. Ia.. twe 
quarter-hours weekly. Placed @i- 
rect. 

Manhattan Soap Co., through 


Franklin Bruck, has placed order for 


three 10-minute news broadcasts 
weekly on WCAE, Pittsburgh, for 
| 26-week stretch. New biz with 


| Pittsburgh concerns just landed by 


Hearst station there include cen- 
tracts with Duquesne Brewing Co., 


Fried & Reineman Packing Co., 
Peoples Natural Gas Co., Colonial 
Art Furniture, Philadelphia Co, 


(utilities), Potter Title & Trust Co, 
B-G Sandwich Shops, Victor Brew- 
ing, and D. L. Clark Co. 


| 
~—_Half-hour Transcriptions Created by the —its mass appeal for 3% years as a live 
| Producers of Lone Ranger’! program ... Green Hornet’ transcribed 
are arranged as half-hour dramas | 
smashes sales records as well as rackets. complete in itself—in quantity to 
| He’saone mancrusadeagainstlawbreakers fill any length of schedule requirements. 
_ within the law. A newspaperman by day-- write FoR “GREEN HORNET” PRESENTATION 
: : a sinister crime smashing Green Hornet’ by giving complete case history, audience sur- 
night—a star attraction week in and week \eys, program synopsis, merchandising possi- 
out...a broadcast feature that has proved _bilities, etc. 
KING-TRENDLE. . 
| BALTIMORE)}} | G 
75 NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
| | RCA BUILDING, RADIO CITY, NEW YORK * MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO 
, | ON THE NBC RED NETWORK | = | 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1939 


ARM Defers Putting New Contract 
In Effect After J. C. Stein’s Plea; 


‘Would Force 


Agents Out of Biz 


Following a plea by J. C. Stein, 
head of the Music Corp. of America 
and other major booking agencies, 
the executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians, in a special 
session last week, postponed putting 
its new contract form into effect. 
Bookers were under instructions 
from the union to have the form 
in use for all engagements by Sept. 
15. The AFM’s letter rescinding this 
order gave no other date of effec- 
tiveness. 

Issuance of the original order and 
sample copies of the contract blank 
caused great consternation among 
bookers. The contract not only 
stipulated that the employer assume 
such relations over all the men in 
the band, which would make the 
former responsible for the payment 
of social security and unemployment 
taxes, but stated that whenever the 
employer is a corporation, the in- 
dividual signing the c#ntract as of- 
ficer, agent and representative shall 
personally be liable, as well as the 
corporation. 

The protesting agents declared 
that it would be impossible for them 
to sell a band on those conditions 
and that the enforcement of the pro- 
visions in the proposed contract 
would eventually put them out of 
business. Employers, they said, 
would not only refuse to agree to) 
pay social security taxes for name or 
organized bands, but to assume per- 


+ 


Anything Can Happen 


Germany makes a pact with 
Russia—and a band leader cuf- 
foes a trip to his Chicago open- 
ing for a music pub, 

Abe Lyman brought Lou Levy, 
manager of Leeds Music, by 
plane from New York for his 
preem at the Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago. Levy’s presence gives him 
‘confidence,’ says Lyman, 


Shaw's Walkout 
On Short Payoff 
Starts Near-Riot 


Buffalo, Sept. 12. 


Artie Shaw and his band walked 
out of the Crystal Beach (Ontario) 
Ballroom Labor Day night (4), pre- 
cipitating a near riot among 2,500 
swingsters and rocking the founda- 
tions of Buffalo’s jitterbug empire. 
Canadian Provincial police had to be 
summoned to preserve order among 
the booing and yelling crowd. No 
arrests were necessary, however, and 
there was no damage to property. 


sonal liability for outfits for which 
they might be working only on a 
salary basis. It was also pointed | 
out to the board that Federal agen- | 
cies have held that the members of | 
an organized band under a perma-| 
nent leader must have their social | 
security taxes paid by the leader of 
the aggregation as the contractor- | 
employer, and that band buyers, be- | 
ing aware of this ruling, will firmly | 
sidestep any such obligation. 


The new contract form also re- 
quired the booking agent to disclose 
his commission on the engagement, 
the transportation expense and the; 
conditions of salary payment. The)! 
employer would be required to pay | 
the band’s traveling tax direct to the 
local branch of the AFM. The con- 
tract seeks to establish the buyer as 
the direct employer of the band by 
listing the salaries to be received | 
for the engagement by every one in| 
the band from the leader down, but 
such compensation is to be ‘paid to 
the musicians’ representative for 


to the individual musi- 


—Yame Orchs Impress 


*~"p. Y. State Fair Execs; 


enn Miller’s Top Biz 


Syracuse, Sept. 12. 

Glenn Miller proved the biggest 
magnet among the name bands which 
played the second week of the New 
York State fair. Despite the sour 
general attendance, Miller drew 5,089 
paid admissions for a one-night stand 
at the Coliseum, the biggest dance 
crowd ever assembled in Central 
New York history. 

Guy Lombardo, who played the 
final night of the expo, was only 
slightly behind Miller. Tommy 
Tucker and Sammy Kaye played 
other nights, 

Fair officials were impressed by 
the biz and will again book top 
names for the dance programs next 
year, figuring the demonstrated re- 
turns are well worth the higher 
guarantees. 


Teagarden, CBS Named 


In Infringement Suit 


Charles ‘Chick’ Balcoff filed a 
N. Y. federal court action yesterday 
(Tuesday) against Jack Teagarden 
and Columbia Broadcasting System, 
Inc. He claims infringement of a 
musical composition written by him 
last April, entitled ‘Darling You 
Weren’t There,’ in a broadcast over 
100 CBS stations on May 14. 

Balcoff seeks an accounting of 
profits, an injunction, and $5,000 


The walkout was due to a dispute 
over money between Shaw and | 
Carlisle Smith, Buffalo promoter, 
with the latter alleging that Shaw 
had broken his contract. Smith 


Self-Reg. 


stations do not eavesdrop on private 
communications and scrupulously ob- 
serve provision of law banning dis- 
closure of person to person messages. 
Likely the law department will be 


directed to investigate WMCA activi- 
ties, with hearing a probable conse- 
quence. 

There was no indication of resent- 
ment on the part of government au- 
thorities, with Chairman Fly issuing 
statement today (Tuesday) repeating 
praise for industry’s rendering of im- 
portant public service in covering 
the European developments. Fly said 
the confabbers swapped ideas about 
practices and coverage problems, but 
no conclusions of definite character 
were reached. Whole purpose of dis- 
cussion, he added, was to make cer- 
tain that operations will promote 
public interest. 


The agreement reached last week 
setting up voluntary standards of 
practice was submitted to Commish 
for its information, but industry crew 
did not ask government approval. 
Informally, the committee recom- 
mended the networks and NAB for 
efforts to adopt sound operating 
methods. Fly did not voice an opin- 
ion, although his formal statement 
noted the plan had been presented. 


Censorship fears were allayed last 
week by assurances from the White 
House that the Roosevelt Adminis- 
tration does not contemplate impos- 
ing program requirements, or other- 
wise interfere with war coverage so 
long as the commercial broadcasters 
reflect some appreciation of their 
public-interest duties. Talks between 
heads of the networks, plus over- 
tures of Neville Miller, have ap- 
peased many critics, although there 
still is agitation for some new type 
of Government control in order to 
make sure American neutrality is 
not endangered by airwaved propa- 
ganda, 

As pointed out in Variety pre- 
viously, the official Administration 


claimed that more than 200 admis- 
sions had to be refunded when the 
band was over an hour late arriving | 
at the ballroom and that, due to | 
Shaw’s walkout an hour and a half | 
ahead of advertised closing time, 
many dancers threatened rough- 
house proceedings demanding their 
money back. 

Shaw, himself, arrived at the ball- 
room three-quarters of an hour 
before starting time, but the band 
failed to show up until an hour 
afterwards. According to contract, 
Shaw was to play four hours for 
$2,000. When Smith told Shaw and 
Ben Cole, his manager, that he 
planned to hold back $400 as a pro- 
rata cut due to the tardiness of the 
band and consequent admission re- 
funds, the outfit walked out. 


mith said that he had conferred 
with President Randall Caldwell, of 
the musicians Buffalo Local 43, pre- 
vious to taking action holding back 
the money and had received con- 
firmation of the action. Caldwell 
told Buffalo newspapers the follow- 
ing day that Smith was within his 
rights in retaining the $400. 

On Friday (8), as Shaw came over 
the border after an engagement at 
the Toronto Exposition, he was 
served with summons and complaint 
on behalf of Smith, asking $10,000 
damages for breach of contract. The 
service occurred at the American 
end of the Peace Bridge here. Re- 
ported that the papers were handed 
Shaw by a process server acting un- 
der the guise of an autograph 
hunter. 

The complaint asked $5,000 for 
breach of contract and $5,000 addi- 
tional for injury to Smith’s reputa- 
tion as a promoter, 


Band Bookings 


Roy Eldridge, Oct. 7, Brooklyn 
Palace B., Brooklyn, N. Y., indef. 

Russ Morgan, Sept. 20; 18 days, 
Southland Cafe, Boston. 

Sonny James, Sept. 16-17, Brighton 
and Manhattan Beaches, N. Y. 

Louis Armstrong, Sept. 15, Dayton, 
Ohio; Sept. 22, week, Palace, Cleve- 
land. 

‘Fats Waller, Oct. 9, indef., South- 
land Cafe, Boston. 

Lou Breese, Sept. 21, four weeks, 
Adolphus hotel, Dallas. 

Fats Waller, Sept. 22, week, State- 
Lake theatre; 29, Regal theatre, both 
Chicago. 

Artie Shaw, Sept. 20, Hecla Park, 
Bellefonte, Pa. 

Woody Herman, Oct. 20, week, 


damages for each infringement, 


Hipp theatre, Baltimore; Oct. 27, five 
days, State theatre, Hartford. 


attitude is to give radio every chance 
to demonstrate its ability to handle 
the problem. But subtle suggestions 
and hints are being thrown out from 
official quarters, with some tut-tut- 
ting about specific programs, and a 
veiled threat has been made that 
punishment may be inflicted on op- 
erators who do not watch their step. 


Not Bothering CBS 


Adoption of an agreement on the 
regulation of war news coverage by 
the three major networks is not ex- 
pected by Columbia to hamper it 
in following its own news judgment 
in handling both bulletin and short- 
wave broadcasts as the momentary 
situations require. The agreement 
constitutes a compromise on CBS’ 
part. 

NBC and Mutual, actuated for the 
most part by economic reasons, had 
sought to high-pressure CBS _ into 
consenting to a wholesale curtailing 
of its European coverage activities. 
While it has tapered down consider- 


| ably, Columbia is not operating on 


an arbitrary, fixed schedule as far 
as its war coverage is concerned and 
proposes to give ample time to such 
news whenever the war develops 
any crises warranting it. 


Meantime, CBS admits, the infor- 
mation from Europe has become 
pretty well bottled up by the war- 
ring and neutral European govern- 
ments. As long as this situation ex- 
ists, the network will have no al- 
ternative but to cover things abroad, 
mostly from the human interest 
angle. CBS will continue with its 
practice of three or four European 
roundups a day, and of having its 
own news analyst in New York, H. V. 
Kaltenborn or Elmer Davis, on hand 
for supplementary comment, 


CBS itself drew up the original 
copy of the agreement and the final 
document was a matter of NBC and 
Mutual amendments and insertions, 
and several days of discussions be- 
tween spokesmen for the three net- 
works. Interesting sidelight of the 
past week has been tendency of the 
networks to sidestep the use of the 
word ‘commentator’ and to refer to 
the participants in war coverage pro- 
grams as reporters and news an- 
alysts. 

Mutual Monday (11) found itself 
in a ticklish position when the Ger- 
man Charge D’Affairs in Washington 
demanded that he be given time to 
present his Government’s case over 
a hookup on the ground that the net- 
work had carried the Polish U. S. 
ambassador the previous week. 
Though anticipating a kickback from 
listeners, Mutual granted him a 


period late last night (Tuesday). 


15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
(Week ending Sept. 9, 1939) 

*Over the Rainbow (‘Wizard of O2z’).......... 

*An Apple for the Teacher (‘Star Maker’)..... Santly 

*I Poured My Heart Into a Song (‘Second Fiddle’)..... Berlin 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room............. Circle 

*A Man and His Dream (‘Star Maker’)..........sscccees Santly 


*Filmusical. +Production. 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. J 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday (Sept. 


4-10). 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. tol am. Symbol * 
denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 


GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Over the Rainbow...*Wizard of Feist 56 
Go Fly a Kite...*Star Famous ........... 36 
A Man and His Dream...*Star Maker........... Santly ........006, -. 34 
Cinderella Stay in My Shapiro - 30 
I Poured Heart Into Song...*Second Fiddle..... 29 
An Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker........ 
I'll Remember...*She Married a Cop........... 23 
Moonlight Serenade. ...... RObDDINS 23 
South American Way...tStreets of Paris........ 21 
Little Man Who Wasn't 20 
Ding Dong Witch Is Dead...*Wizard of Oz...... 
Goodnight My Beautiful...¢Scandals............ 16 
Are You Havin’ Any Fun?...tScandals......... Crawford ..........6. 15 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room........ 2 eer 14 
Merry Old Land of Oz...*Wizard of Oz......... 
Let’s Make Memories Tonight...+Yokel Boy..... 
Still the Bluebirds Sing...*Star Maker.......... 
Tatight We to: Love Again. il 
Is It Possible...tStreets of Paris................ 008 10 
White Sails. eee ee Feist 10 


Music Notes 


Roy Webb assigned scoring job on | 
‘Three Sons’ at RKO. 


Victor Young has the scoring chore 
on ‘The Llano Kid’ at Paramount. 


Republic assigned Cy Feuer to) 
score ‘Calling All Marines,’ Raoul | 
Kraushaar to ‘The Kansas Terrors,’ 
and William Lava to ‘The Arizona 
Kid.’ 


Jack Scholl and Moe Jerome 
cleffed three songs for ‘State Cop’ at 
Warners. Ditties are ‘The Song Is 
the Thing,’ ‘You, You Darlin’’ and 
‘I’m An Officer of the Law.’ 


George Dalin has been added to 
Feist’s New York professional de- 
partment, coming from  Philadel- 
phia, where he represented Robbins 
Music Corp. Pete Woolery remains 
in Philly to contact for Robbins, 
Feist and Miller Music, Inc. 


Franz Waxman is doing the mu- 
sical scores for ‘Florian’ at Metro. 


Frank Loesser cleffed ‘Rockabye 
Baby’ for use in ‘Campus Wives.’ 


Walter Sishop and Pat Rossi of 
WHN, N. Y., have collaborated on 
‘Passerby.’” Their last tune was 
‘There’s Only One in Love.’ 


Joe Bishop, of Woody Herman’s 
band and writer of ‘Blue Evening,’ 
has another, written with Harold 
Adamson, titled ‘Blue Dawn.’ Mil- 
ler publishing. 


Three Lutz brothers, Sam, Herb 


and Max, arrived in Chicago over 
the weekend, due to illness of thei? 
father. Also in is the elder Lutz’ 
son-in-law, Jack Kapp, Decca prexy. 


Bernie Pollack welcomed to post 
as Coast manager for Jack Mills Mu- 
sic Corp. with luncheon. 


Alec Templeton now a Victor re- 
cording artist, waxing two original 
numbers, ‘Man With New Radio,’ 
comedy routine, and ‘Hazy and Blue,” 
original piano solo. 


Moe K. Jerome and Jack Scholl 
celebrating 15th year as songwriting 
team. 


Elmore White has quite ABC Musie 
to become general manager of the 
Olman Music Co., which is owned by 
Guy Lombardo. He replaces Stan 
Stanley. 


McCoy’s Southern Dates 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 12. 

Clyde McCoy and band will open 
a seven-house engagement for 
Southern Attractions in Columbia, 
S. C., on Monday (18). McCoy will 
appear in Paramount theatres in 
Columbia, Spartanburg, S. C.; Green- 
ville, S. C.; Durham, N. C.; Raleigh, 
N. C.; Asheville, N. C., and Bluefield, 
W. Va. 

Ozzie Nelson with Harriet Hilliard 
and band have been booked for a 
tour of key southern Paramount 
theatres beginning Oct. 2. 


\ 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 35 


Anti-ASCAP Bills 


With the adjournment of all state legislatures for the present ses- 
sion, the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers last 
week drew up a tally on the subject of anti-ASCAP legislation for the 


past three years. | 
of these measures, is not included 


Alabama, whose senate has given its blessing to one 


in the score. 


Anti-ASCAP bills have been introduced in the legislatures of 34 


states. 


The number passed was seven. 


Three states, Florida, Ten- 


nessee and Nebraska, were enjoined from enforcing the acts on the 


ground that they were unconstitutional, 


Decisions are pending in the 


courts in actions brought by ASCAP against Montana and the State of 


Washington, 


No restraining actions will be brought in the cases of 


North Dakota and Kansas, which are among the aforesaid seven, but 
ASCAP proposes to bring copyright infringement suits against indi- 


vidual users in these states. 


Alabama Bill 


Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 12. 


A bill directed against the operations of ASCAP in this state was 
passed unanimously by the Alabama senate the past week and now 
goes to the house, where its passage is predicted if supporters can get 


it on a crowded calendar, 
The measure is being supported 
amusement places. 


by radio stations, hotels and other 


Under the bill, payment for use of such composi- 


tions would be by the piece, and composers and publishers would be 


required to fix the amount of the 
on each selection used. 


copyrighted fee they would expect 


WB Group's Acceptance of SPA's 
Contract Dents Pubs Solid Front 


Songwriters Protective Assn. is 
slated to signature a standard uni- 
form writers’ contract with the War- 
ner Bros. publishing group by the 
end of the current week. Decision 
of Herman Starr, president of the 
WB music group, to act on his own 
in making peace with the SPA has 
produced a disturbing affect upon 
other major publishers. 


The industry has for two years 
declined to accept the revised 
standard contract as demanded by 
the SPA. Frequent negotiations be- 
tween publishers and the SPA have 
led to stalemates, while a court test 
resulted in the SPA’s rewriting of 
its 
the 
years. 

It is understood that Starr feels 
there is nothing in the contract 
which has been offered him by the 
SPA that prevents the WB firms from 
enjoying the same authority over 
their mechanical rights as they have 
previously exercised. Under the 
agreement which the SPA has been 
urging upon publishers, the associa- 
tion would for a term of two years 
be invested with the administration 
of the mechanical rights of works 
created by SPA members as of June 


effectiveness to two 


1, 1939. The industry as a whole 
has opposed recognizing such as- 
signments to SPA, although it has 


shown a disposition toward granting 
the SPA’s demand of a 50-50 split on 
mechanical rights fees; also the 
SPA’s proposal that it receive from 
the publisher’s agent and trustee a 
duplicate of all mechanical 
billings involving works of 
members, 

Deal with Starr constitutes first 
success in the line of strategy which 
the SPA adopted this summer, that 
of passing up the Music Publish- 
ers Protection Assn. as a negotiating 
instrument and dealing with the in- 
dividual publishers direct. Recent 
efforts on the part of the MPPA to 
reopen 
have proved of no avail. 


Miller Will Follow 


SPA 


Shaw at N. Y. Penn 


Glenn Miller was set yesterday 
(Tuesday) for a 13-week run at the 
Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., starting 
Jan. 3, 1940. 

He wilt follow Artie Shaw, who 
goes into the spot Oct. 18. 


Miller orchestra goes into the) their professional staffs last week. | 
| Gluskin, 
others from engaging 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
for five weeks beginning Nov. 5. 
Jimmy Dorsey precedes Miller at 
Meadowbrook, Oct. 5. 


NORWOOD TURNS PUBLISHER 
Albany, Sept. 12. 

Harry Norwood Agency, Inc., has 
been chartered by the secretary of 
State to conduct a business in pub- 
lishing musical arrangements. Harry 
Norwood, vaude agent and former 
actor, and Betty Jane Keilus are the 
directors, 


Capital stock is 200 shares, no par 
Value, 


assignment clause and limiting | 


rights | 


talks with SPA spokesmen | 


Morris Taking Over 
Joe Davis’ Catalog 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris is on 
the verge of becoming the owner of 
the Joe Davis music catalog. The 
price has been agreed upon and all 
that remains is the matter of the 
certifying of Davis’ copyrights. This 
| may take another two or three 
| weeks, Johnny Mercer, songwriter, 
| will be associated with Morris in the 
enterprise, 
| Morris, formerly head of the 
| Warner Bros. musie setup, had also 
negotiated for the catalogs of the 
Lincoln and Melrose Music Co., but 
this proposition was dropped after 
| considerable discussion over the 
| ownership of certain copyrights, 


REFUSE 
COLS BID 


Columbia Phonograph Corp. has 
failed to sell 
industry unanimously on the idea of 
accepting llc royalty on 
ords. 
'Warner Bros. group and Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co. 

WB has not only turned down the 
11'5¢ proposition, but is now banning 
the use of several of its tunes in the 


licensing arrangement. prac- 
tice has been to pay a single royalty 
of 1%c for all the numbers in the 
medley. Warner now insists that if 
three of its copyrights are contained 
in such medley the recorder pay a 
jroyalty of 3%4¢c. 

| Many of the pubs that have con- 
‘sented to the royalty on Co- 


| idea, but that they would not be put 
‘in the position where a firm such 
‘as the Robbins Musie Corp. can un- 
dersell them. It was the Robbins 
group that originally yielded to the 
proposition. 


‘Par-Famous Shifts 


| Staff; Shane Moves 


Paramount-Famous firms reshuffled 


| Larry Shane was shifted from Para- 
| mount to Famous, and Sidney Gold- 
| stein was re-assigned to the Chicago 
| office of the two firms. 

Irving Copperman resigned as 
'head of the Chicago branch rather 
than return to the Cleveland district. 


Thorp Buys Decca Stock 


Washington, Sept. 12. 

Harold I. Thorp, of New York, 
director of Decca Records, swelled 
his holdings of the platter company 
stock during July by purchasing 100 
shares of common, the Securities & 
Exchange Commission revealed last 
week. 

He now holds 400 shares. 


50c rec- | 28° 
Among the holdouts are the} 


| | 1934. 
same recorded medley under the old 

| tention after it had become popular 
|among phonograph coin-machine ad- 


| dicts 


lumbia’s 50c product say that they | 
|were, in principle, opposed to the 


Plug Us Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Dignity of the profession of 
song plugging has asserted itself 
and Broadway’s transplanted tin- 
panners are hoping that some 
Greek will have a better word 
for it. Ata testimonial luncheon 
to Bernie Pollack, the plea was 
sounded by Mose Gumble and 
seconded by L. Wolfe Gilbert 
that hereafter the professional 
music men will scorn the desig- 
nation of songplugger. 

Gumble’s ‘music 

the probable choice. 


Big Plagiarism 
Rap vs. Santly, 


contactees’ 


Special Master Ellis W. Leaven- 
worth on Thursday (7) granted W.A. 
Wilkie, known as Bud Wilkie, $6,763 
from Santly Bros., Inc., and $799 
from Bernice Petkere, songwriter, 
for the plagiarism of Wilkie’s un- 
published song, ‘Confessions,’ in 
‘Starlight, Help Me Find the One 
I Love.’ 

The action was filed on Aug. 9, 
1932, and on Dec. 6, 1935, Federal 
judge Alfred C. Coxe in N. Y. 
granted the plaintiff a decree and an 
injunction. 

Petitions for rehearing and ap- 
peals held up the accounting until 
this time. The plaintiff had as- 
serted his belief that the defendants 
made $20,000 by the plagiarism. 

In granting the award the master 
decided that $1,936 was received 
from the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers; $28 
in foreign royalties; $1,338 to the late 
Joe Young, co-writer with Miss 
Petkere, and $1,300 to her. 


INFRINGEMENT CLAIM 


| VS. ‘BEER POLKA’ 


| ‘Beer Barre] Polka,’ one of the 
|top sheet and record sellers of the 
| year, has had an infringement claim 
|brought against it. T. R. Sloan, a 
| lawyer-composer of Hamilton, Ont., 


|has informed Shapiro, Bernstein & | 
which owns the western hemi- | 
| sphere publishing rights to the tune, | 
that there are several bars in ‘Beer 
| Barrel’ which are similar to those in 
'a composition that he copyrighted in 


the musie publishing Canada 


two years ago and 


ity would undoubtedly serve to de- 


feat his attempts to have his num- | 
| 


ber published. 


‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ according to | 


Shapiro-Bernstein, was written by 
a Czech and published in Prague in 
The number came to S-B’s at- 


in the midwest factory areas. 
The original record was a European 
importation, 


Under musician union regulations | 
| straight 10% 


which now taboo any big band 


| agency like Music Corp. of America | 


!or General Amusement Corp. from 
financing or partially 
an orchestra during its 
period, band agents admit that this 
is now the era of the individual 
| managers. 
vidual band impresarios 
Art Michaud, 


like 
Jim 


John 


activities. 


Milton Pickman’s resignation this | 


week from General Amusement, 
coming on the heels of Stan Zucker’s 
leaving MCA (Chicago) last week, 
is thus seen as having some bearing 
on this. Reported that both Pickman 
and Zucker may be allied in a per- 
sonal management business. Each 
has such plans, 
forces. Pickman has long had Ted 


Lewis on an individual management | 


basis and any Zucker-Pickman al- 
liance would not disturb Pickman’s 
Lewis affiliations. 

Individual managers can share in 


profits of their bands and not be re- 


Bernice Petkere 


| Contract 
| delivered by Oct, 1. 
had | 
played by a Dominion band a year | 
Sloan wrote that the similar- | 


assets of $5,150 
|/an insurance policy and non-assess- | 


underwriting | 
formative | 


There’s no ban on indi- | 
Peppe | 


| 
in such } . | 
| Blanche Merrill Beok of Numbers for | 


ithe Russian 
| There are 13 numbers in all. 


| numbers, exclusively written by Miss 


follow. 


Buck's Delay in Forming Licensing 


Committee Puzzles 


ASCAP Directors; 


May Be Retaliation to NAB Attack 


Clark’s MCA Complaint 
Ousted; Can Amend It 


Supreme court justice Ferdinand 
Pecora in N. Y. has dismissed the 
$25,000 action of Andrew J, Clark, 
as assignee of Noble Sissle, against 
the Music Corp. of America, with 
leave to amend the complaint in 10 
days. 

Suit was based on two causes of 
action, the first being for $10,000 and 
charging that the defendant corpo- 
ration had charged Sissle excessive 
commissions from December, 1933, | 
to January, 1936, and the second 
charging that Sissle’s contract on the | 
road had guaranteed him a minimum | 
of $1,800 weekly which, on many 
occasions, it is asserted he did not 
receive, 


SONG 
SHEET MARKET 


Warner Bros. publishing group has 
gone into the songsheet business. It 
is distributing 300,000 copies of a 
10c book of lyrics tagged ‘Sing Ses- 
sion.’ The American News Co. is the 
distributor. None of the numbers 
in the folio are of current calibre. 

Release through American News 
gives the publishing combine some 
90,000 outlets, stationery _ stores, 
drugstores, newsstands, ete. Atlas 
Music Corp., a subsid of Music Sales 
Corp., part of the WB group, is 
credited as the songsheet’s pub- 
lisher, 


Fain, Tobias on New 


‘Hellzapoppin’ Score 


Sammy Fain and Charlie Tobias | 
are writing an entire new score| 
(six songs) for the new edition of | 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Broadway 


musical. | 
requires the score to ne 


Gerald Marks and Walter Hirsch 
have written the score for the show 
which opens at the Grand Terrace, | 
Chicago nitery, Tuesday (19). 


LEO JACOBS BANKRUPT 


Leo Jacobs, song plugger for | 
Harms, Inc., filed a voluntary peti- | 
tion of bankruptcy in the N. Y. fed- | 
eral court Wednesday (6), listing 
(of which $5,000 is} 
able) and $1,600 in liabilities. 

From June, 1938, to date, he has | 


Union Rule Nixing Big Agency 7 
Keys Era of Individual Orch Mors. 


stricted as are the big agencies to 
commish (or 20% on 
one-nighters). Some talent manag- 
ers share from 25-40% of the net in 
some of their bands. 

Pickman will stay at GAC another 
month or two, before setting up for | 
himself, 


PUBLISH LYRICS | 


Brice, Tanguay, et al. 

Book of Blanche Merrill's lyrics, | 
written for Fannie Brice, is due to be 
published soon. Volume will in- | 
clude ‘I’m an Indian,’ ‘Spring’ and 
and Egyptian songs. 


Similar publication of collected 


Tanguay, Lillian 
are expected to| 


Merrill for Eva 
Shaw and others, 


Peter de Rose signed for another | 
year with Robbins Music. | 


Members of the board of directors 
of the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers during 
the past week expressed themselves 
as puzzled over the failure of Gene 
Buck, president, to appoint a com- 
mittee to study the basis for a new 
licensing agreement with the broad- 
casting industry. The board meet- 
ing which authorized Buck to form 
this committee was held July 13. 
The next gathering of the board is 
set for Sept. 28. 

Impression current among board 
members is that Buck has been 
loath to appoint this committee be- 
cause of his resentment at the per- 
sonal attack made upon him last 
month by Neville Miller, president 


| of the National Association of Broad- 


casters. Miller accused Buck of giv- 
ing the NAB the runaround by go- 
ing out to San Francisco instead of 
keeping an alleged appointment with 
an NAB copyright committee in 
New York. Buck, it is also thought, 
may be waiting to see what the NAB 
does at its special convention in Chi- 
cago this Friday (15). 

Although the Society has been 
working on the idea for months, 
ASCAP’s plan to stage a series of 
concerts, starting Oct. 1, for New 
Yorkers is looked upon by the mu- 
sic publishing industry as an effec- 
tive piece of goodwill strategy which 
will come in good use during the 
current controversy between broad- 
casting and ASCAP. The music fes- 
tival, completely bankrolled by 
ASCAP, will present the orchestras 
of Paul Whiteman, Fred Waring and 
Benny Goodman in modern dance 
idioms, an American band repertoire 
by Edwin Franko Goldman’s band, 
light operatic and musical comedy 
number by an orchestra bantoned by 
Frank Black, and a separate session 
highlighting the works of Negro 
composers. The classical field will 
be represented by the Boston sym- 
phony orchestra with Dr. Serge 
Koussevitsky conducting. 

Stage, radio and screen vocalists 
will participate, while many of the 
writers in the ASCAP membership 
will make personal appearances, 
Question as to whether the net- 
works will be offered these concerts, 
and whether they will carry them, 
is still open. 

Purpose of the series is to cele- 
brate the 25th anniversary of 
ASCAP’s inception and also pay 
tribute to one of its founders, Victor 
Herbert. 


WB Angels Show, 


But Loses Score 
By Rodgers-Hart 


Even though Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures Corp. is angeling the George 
Abbott musical, ‘Too Many Girls,’ 
the score by Dick Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart will not carry the pub- 
lishing imprint of any of the WB 
music subsids. It was a case of head- 
quarters overlooking this angle 
when it made the deal with the pro- 
ducer, 

Chappel & Co. has the rights to 
the score by contract with the song- 
smiths. 


RINES’ ORCH SET 
FOR STAGE, RADIO 


Joe Rines, winding up at the Hotel 
St. Regis’ Viennese Roof (N. Y.), 
will double on his final week into 
Loew’s Siate, on Broadway, starting 
Sept. 21. Henry Armetta, Marie 
Wilson and Katherine Harris, dancer, 
round out the State bill, which Rines 
will m.c. as well as play with his 
band, 

Rines is also Milton Berle’s first 
guest band when Jatter starts his 
new Quaker Oats commercial Oct. 7, 
on NBC. Thereafter he goes to the 
Book-Cadillac hotel, Detroit, for a 
run. 

Miss Wilson will get $1,500 for the 


| State p.a. Bob Oaklie, who will work 


with her on the stage, authored the 
act with Milt Francis. 
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On the 


Upbeat 


Dinah Shore now singing with the 
new Tom Cracraft all-electric band 
on NBC Sunday afternoons. Beside 
her own sustainer, she vocals with 
Xavier Cugat on records. 


Willie Farmer orchestra signed 
for swing through the Brandt cir- 
cuit of four houses opening at the 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, Oct. 12. 


Mace Irish band finishes a two- 
and-a-half year stay at the Chanti- 
cler, Milburn, N. Y., Sept. 18. 


George Hall goes into the Top 
Hat, Union City, N. J., Sept. 22 for 
three weeks. 


Eddy Duchin’s opening date at the 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., has been set as 
Oct. ii, 


George Devine’s Million Dollar 
Ballroom, Milwaukee, opens its fall 
season Sunday (17) and Devine has 
booked Carl Lorch and Freddie 
Fisher for the opener. Tuesday (19) 
he uses Max Merrymaker’s crew; 
Thursday (21), Bob Garrity’s band, 
and the rest of the week, Red Rob- 
erts’ orch. 


Gus Arnheim followed Jimmy Joy 
into Plantation, Dallas, Friday (8). 


Pinky Tomlin due for series of 
one-nighters in and near Dallas. 


Bob Chester’s crew due at Cen- 
tury Room, Hotel Adolphus, Dallas, 
Oct. 19. 


Charles Baum’s orchestra back 
into the Iridium Room, Hotel St. 
Regis, N. Y., when it reopens Oct. 3 
with Dorothy Lewis and the Heasley 
Twins (Bob and Jack) heading an 
ice show. 


Billie Holliday goes to the Offbeat 
Club, Chicago, for an indefinite stay 
opening Sept. 15. She _ recently 
closed at Cafe Society, N. Y. 


Jack Jenny’s new band goes into 
the Ritz-Carlton, Boston, for a short 
stay Sept. 15. Adelaide Moffet, deb 
songstress, opened Friday (8). 


Phil Spitalny plays the FEarle, 
Philadelphia, Sept. 29, and Capitol, 
Washington, week of Oct. 6. 


Erskine Hawkins remains at the 
Savoy Ballroom, New York, until 
Oct... 7. 


Four Inkspots will spend Sept. 19 
at a Vim store in New York auto- 
graphing records for buyers. They 
go into the Paramount, N. Y., Sept. 
20, with Glenn Miller. 


Eddie Varzos orch goes into the 
Cafe de la Paix of the hotel St. 
Moritz, N. Y., when it reopens Sept. 
15. It’s his first stand in N. Y, 


Hal Kemp and Horace Heidt both 
pencilled into Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
burgh, for October dates. Ted Lewis 
also plays there when he winds up 
engagement at Topsy’s on Coast. 


Clyde Lucas orch tentatively slated 
to reopen William Penn hotel’s 
Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 


Al Marsico crew picked up for an- 
other three months at Nixon cafe, 
Pittsburgh. Band has been there 
four months now. 
man, former Nixon maestro, cur- 
rently at Show Boat, Pitt., where 
Marsico played year and a half be- 
fore moving to Nixon. 


Earl Mellen band into Pines, Pitts- | 


Herman Middle- 


Eichler is at Riviera, Pitt, for same 
stretch. 


Howard Baum orch, now at Wil- 
lows, Pittsburgh, has added a femme 
singer, Jean Boaz. First time he’s 
ever had a regular gal warbler. 


Jimmy Lunceford’s band adds to 
the crews using pianes for jumps. 
Lunceford flies fron: Nev York to 
Chicago Saturday (16) morning for 
a date in Chicago and planes back 
Sunday for a ene-nighter at the 
Renaissance Ba!'.coom, Harlem. 


Charlie Barnet does a string of 
theatres after leaving the Palomar, 
Ax, Oct. 3: 


Andy Kirk band set for its first 
shot at Loew’s State, N. Y., week of 
Sept. 28. 


Earl Hines band signed for two 
years to Bluebird records, 24 sides 
per. Hines made four test sides two 
months ago. 


Louis Armstrong band may follow 
Cab Calloway for new Cotton Club, 
N. Y., show. 


Bob Zurke replaces Jack Teagar- 
den at the Nicollet Hotel, Mopls., for 
four-week stretch opening Sept. 28. 
Zurke’s now at the Chase Hotel, St. 
Louis, Teagarden at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Will Osborne held over at Edge- 
water Beach hotel, Chicago, until 
Oct. 12. 


Teddy Powell dickering to bring 
Davey Tough into his new band. 
Drummer’s now with Bud Freeman’s 
Summa Cum Laudes at Nick’s, N. Y. 


Helen O’Connell, vocalist with 
Jimmy Dorsey, underwent tonsil op 
last week. 


Woody Herman band closed at 
Glen Island Casino Saturday (9) 
when the spot shuttered for winter. 
Herman plays week of one-nighters 
in the Boston area for Charles 
Shribman office starting Friday (15). 


PACT REVISION 
RCA 


NBC and Consolidated Radio Art- 
ists are revising their partnership 
deal. The relationship between the 
network and Charles Green, head of 
Consolidated, is amicable but the lat- 
ter has felt for some time that the 
contract between them ought to be 
modified. Whatever rearrangement 
is worked out, says NBC, it will con- 
tinue to be in the Consolidated pic- 
ture in some way. 

Consolidated is reported to have 
been dissatisfied with the service it 
has received from the network on 
the allocation of pickup lines to Con- 
solidated bands. The booking agency 
has argued that NBC has not lived 
up to its original contract by not 
giving it preferred service in that 
direction. NBC denies this allega- 
tion and the two are currently 
gathering figures on line allocations 
going back three years to bolster 
each one’s case. 


Cole Porter finished four songs for 
‘Broadway Melody of 1940’ at Metro. 
Ditties are ‘I've Got My Eye on 
You,’ ‘Between You and Me,’ ‘Please 


burgh, for weekend dancing sessions | Don’t Monkey With Broadway’ and 


until cold weather sets in, and Fran | 


‘I Happen to Be in Love.’ 
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New York City 


Band Reviews 


BOB CHESTER ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Kathleen Lane, Al Stuart 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 

Chester's new outfit is among the 
most promising of the long list of 
new bands and shouldn't have any 
trouble worming its way into favor. 
Since its inception about two months 
ago, and with only intermittent dates 
to shake it down, the band has be- 
come a clicko aggregation and of big 
league caliber: It’s signed for a 
swing through the Hitz Hotels and to 
record for Victor. 

Band is young in average age of 
personnel and that’s reflected in the 
enthusiasm and drive which it im- 
parts to all tunes. Style itself is a 
cross between Tommy Dorsey and 
Glenn Miller, slower tempos being 
Millerish due to clarinet leads. Ar- 
rangements are well planned and 
leave a good impression. 

In its ensemble work on the hotter 
tunes the band is sock, the brass 
standing out. Taken apart it’s com- 
posed of a strong four-man sax sec- 
tion augmented by the leader’s reed, 
five brass split three and two, and 
good four man rhythm. Soloing is 
fine, too, all three trumpeters tak- 
ing whacks at that, although Alex 
Fila, takes ’em most often. Chester 
leads the saxes on his own reed occa- 
sionally, but as a rule sticks to en- 
semble stuff. He’s good either way. 

Listener gets the same impression 
catching the band on the air as in 
person. Here, too, it’s clean and gives 
the identical impression of enthusi- 
asm gathered from watching it work. 

Kathleen Lane, once with Bunny 
Berigan, handles the vocals in fine 
style, either ballad or faster. Al 
Stuart, from the trumpet section, 
does novelties, etc., okay. 

Personnel is: Eddie Scalzi, Manny 
Gershman, George Brodsky, Harry 
Schuchman, saxes; Sydney Brandely, 
Si Shaffer, trombones; Alex Fila, 
Herbie Dell, Al Stuart, trumpets; 
Arthur Brennan, piano: Robert Dom- 
inic, guitar; George Yorke, bass; Lew 
Koppelman, drums. 

Arthur Michand is handling. 


TEDDY POWELL ORCHESTRA (16) 
With Ruth Gaylord, Jimmy Blair 
Famous Door, New York 

Songwriter Teddy Powelil’s new 
band is a powerful, lively group with 
plenty of bounce and drive that 
should move it upward from obscur- 
ity to a favorable spot in current 
band listings. Powell brought his 
crew to a stand at the Door last week 
after a six-week break-in session at 
Donohue’s, Mountain View, N. J. 
Stay at latter spot apparently did a 
world of good. 

It has smoothed off almost all the 
rough edges and made necessary 
changes to give the band the jump 
base it needed. Comparatively short 
time before going into the Door, and 
with little rehearsal, Powell changed 
his entire sax section and the shift 
seems to have done a lot of good. 
Gives that section heavy power, to 
counteract the good but occasionally 
loud brass. Now it balances better. 
Dan Lodice, tenor sax, and trumpe- 
ter Jerry Neary, formerly with 
Woody Herman, are standout soloists, 
along with Gus Bivona, clarinet. 
Drumming is weakest; lifeless and 
inclined to become monotonous. 

In style and arrangements the band 

is flexible and varied. Hops from 
straight swing to boogie woogie and 
on to sweet stuff easily. Could 
ceivably use more of the sweet 
style. In contrast is the negative 
impression from the wilder swing 
originals. May be better to forego 
that for the jive pops until the band 
settles further. 
Powell and his two vocalists round 
| out the band nicely. While the leader 
|himself doesn’t play (can. strum 
| guitar), he seems to know what it’s 
| all about with a baton, is good look- 
ing and has a clean personality. 
Jimmy Blair handles himself and 
tunes in ingratiating style. and Ruth 
Gaylord, heard on. only one number 
when caught, is capable. 

Personnel: Gus Bivona. clarinet; 
| George Koenig, Dan Lodice, Peter 
| Mendello, saxes; Irving Goodman, 
‘Spots’ Esposito, Jerry Neary. trum- 


pets; Sam Genuso, Pete Skinner, 
trombones: Benny Heller, guitar; 
| Felix Giobbe. bass; Mark Hyams, 
{niano; Red French, drums. Mike 


Vallon and Chubby Goldfarb. direc- 
| tors of Woody Herman, handle. 

| Frances Faye’s lively singing and 
| piano thumping click in sessions be- 
|tween band sets. It’s a return for 
| her at the Door. 


/ERNIE FIELDS ORCHESTRA (14) 
| With Melvin Moore, Leora Davis 
| Apollo, New York 

Ernie Fields is a new colored or- 
chestra brought in from Kansas City 
; recently. This was its first local date 
although it had plaved several one- 
nighters in adjacent territory. 

On hecring the band impresses 
as not being ready for big time com- 
petition. It’s weak from the angle 
of arrangerncnts and has a light 
style that Jeaves listener cold. 
Comprises three trumpets. three 
trombones including the leader, four 
Sax, piano, drums and string bass. 
Latter doubles to brass bass, and a 
doubles to guitar occasion- 
ally. 


| Most solid section of the outfit is 


Disc Reviews 


(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth, 


Including the unusually bad.) 


Eddy Duchin did some _ prolific 
waxing just before heading west to 
the Frisco Fair. Brunswick 8449 
pairs ‘Baby Me’ and ‘The Day We 
Meet Again,’ zingy foxtrot ballads, 
vocals by Johnny MacAfee and 
Stanley Worth, featuring the 
maestro’s own sparkling pianology 
against some deft sweet-hot trumpet 
passages. 

Raymond Scott’s Quintet (which 
threatens to become the nucleus of 
a 14-piece band) has put ‘The To- 
bacco Auctioneer,’ on Brunswick 
8452, coupled with another Scott 
original, ‘Siberian Sleighride.’ With 
the maestro at the ivories; Dave 
Harris, tenor sax; Pete Pumi- 
glio, clarinet; Russ Case, trumpet; 
Lou Schoobe, string bass, and 
Johnny Williams, drums, it’s in the 
characteristic descriptive foxtrot 
style. 

Hal Kemp on Victor 26327 has 
taken Scott’s growingly popular 
‘18th Century Drawing Room,’ based 
on a Mozart theme, and ‘Siberian,’ 
and given them fuller orchestra in- 
terpretation. Notable, per usual, is 
Kemp’s_triple-tongueing trumfet 
team. 

Gene Krupa and Jack Teagarden’s 
current Brunswick platters (No. 
8451 and 8454, respec) are for the 
cats strictly. ‘Whisper While You 
Dance’ and ‘Guess I'll Go Back 
Home,’ vocals by Irene Daye, gives 
the skin-beater plenty of solo op- 
portunity in the rhythmpation. Tea- 
garden’s trombone and own vocaliza- 
tion highlight ‘Puttin’ and Takin’ and 
‘Blues to the Dole.’ 

Bob Zurke cuts some fancy capers 
on Victor 26331 with ‘It's Me Again’ 
and ‘Southern Exposure,’ arranged 
by Fud Livingston and ‘styled by 
Zurke’ (to quote the label). Be- 
tween that, ‘The Ole Tom-Cat of the 
Keys’ and ‘Delta Rhythm Band,’ 
that’s plenty of billing for Zurke, 
but the pianist-maestro more than 
sustains the burden of the rather 
fullsome text. Striving for a style 
from the start, since forming his | 
own combo, he has achieved notable | 
results. Claire Martin vocals the 
‘Yokel Boy’ excerpt, and ‘Southern 
Exposure,’ an original composition 
by Zurke, gives the leader plenty of 
opportunities at the Steinway. 

Earl (‘Father’) Hines is another 
pianologist who takes his’ band 
through some fancy orchestral turns 
with ‘Piano Man’ and ‘Father Steps 
In’ on Bluebird 10377. 

Bob Chester, step-son of Albert 
Fisher, retired prez of Fisher Body 
Corp. of Detroit, may or may not 
have thus been enabled to land jobs 
at the swank Detroit A.C., the Book- 


Cadillac, Detroit, and kindred hostel- 
ries, but away from the motor city 
he’s plenty all right on his own. 
Handling a neat sax, and going into| 
the band biz the hard way, via novi- | 
tiates with Paul Specht, Arnold John- | 
son, Ben Pollack, Irving Aaronson | 
and Ben Bernie, Chester has assem- 
bled a strong team in Mannie Gersh- | 
man, Edward Scalzi, George Brod- | 
sky and Harry Schuchman on reeds; | 
Alec Fila, Al Stewart, Herbie Dell, | 
trumpets; Sid Brantley and _ Si'! 
Schaeffer, trombones; Buddy Bren- | 
nan, piano; Bob Dominick, guitar; 
George Yorke, bass; Irving Koppel- 
man, drums. Kathleen Lane and Al! 
Stuart vocalize ‘Just for a Thrill’ and | 
‘Hoy! Hoy!’ in their debut Bluebird 
10375 waxing. 

Bea Wain, ex-Larry Clinton, voca- | 
dances with a unit batoned by Wal- | 
ter Gross on Victor 26330, handling | 
‘Go Fly a Kite’ (from ‘Star Maker’) | 
and ‘Glad to Be Unhappy,’ latter a | 
new Rodgers and Hart ballad. Male | 
counterpart of the vocadance style, 
on Bluebird 10374, is Dick Todd, a | 
vocal ringer for Bing Crosby, who | 
coincidentally does another Rodgers | 
and Hart tune, an oldie this time, | 
from the first ‘Garrick Gaieties,’ the | 
memorable ‘Manhattan.’ Paired with | 
it is Vincent Youmans’ ‘Time on My | 


Hands.’ Both singers know how to 
sell their vocal wares to best advan- 
tage and manifest it with these two 
platters. 

Stan Shaw, the WNEW ‘milkman 
matinee’ platter chatterer, has been 
glorified in ‘Stay Up Stan, the All- 
Night Record Man,’ with which 
Charlie Barnet and his saxology do 
tricks. A Ray Noble tune, ‘Cherokee,’ 
is the companion piece on Bluebird 
10373, two novel foxes. Judy Elling- 
ton and the maestro vocalize. 

_ Charles Trenet, French songsmith- 
singer, is being brought to America 


next spring by the William Morris 
agency and a load of his stuff on 
Columbia’s imported disk releases 


explains why. No. 401 pairs ‘J'Ai 
Ta Main’ and ‘Y a D'la Joie,’ foxtrot 
and one-step ballads; and the other 
two, Nos. 408 and 419, are excerpts 
from a French film, ‘La Route En- 
chante.’ Therein the balladeer is ac- 
comped by the Wal-Berg orchestra, 
‘Vous Etes Jolie’ and ‘Boum’; ‘IL 
Pleut dans ma Chambre’ and ‘Route 
Enchante’ are the titles, respectively. 
Of these, ‘My Heart Goes Boom!’ 
has already been Americanized from 
his ‘Boum’ (E, Ray Goetz assisted 
in the U. S. transition). If the disks 
are any criterion, M. Trenet sug- 
gests he’s a very talented gent, both 
as a songsmith and a song salesman. 

Milt Herth’s Trio gives out with 
Raymond Scott's ‘18th Century 
Drawing Room’ and his own ‘Shoe- 
maker’s Holiday’ in smooth rhythmie 
fashion on Decca 2572. 

New Friends of Rhythm, string 
septet swingologists, do tricks with 
‘Back Bay Blues’ (based on Bach's 
Fugue in G Minor) and ‘Fable in 
Sable’ (after Tschaikowsky’s Violin 
Concerto). Sylvan Shulman and 
Zelly Smirnoff, violins; Louis Kiev- 
man, viola; Alan Shulman, ’cello: 
Harry Patent, bass: Anthony Colucci, 
guitar; and Laura Newell, harp. com- 
prise this unusual combo on Victor 
26315. a different sort of a swing 
classic. 


Nixes‘OverThere’ 


L__Continued from page 1 


outlet of exploitation, the radio net- 
works. The latter are leery of all 
propaganda songs, fearing that once 
the way is opened for even the in- 
nocuous tunes of that classification 
it will be tough to discriminate be- 
tween others, or avert a flood of 
similar numbers over their facili- 
ties. 

Some pubs look to another outlet 
for exploitation should war songs of 
commercial possibilities come along, 
and that’s the phonograph record. 
They figure that once a song catches 
on via this route, the networks will 
have to yield to public demand and 
give it release, at least by way of 
commercial programs. One element 
among the publishers believes that, 
regardless of the networks’ attitude, 
the hit tunes of the last European 
war will soon begin to appear on 
their programs. These include ‘My 
Dream of the Big Parade,’ ‘Keep the 
Home Fires Burning,’ ‘Tipperary,’ 
‘K-K-K-Katy’ and ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles.’ 

Most of the songs submitted dur- 
ing the past week have had such 
titles as ‘Keep Us Out of War,’ ‘Let's 
Be Neutral’ and ‘Let's Stay Out of 
It. Witmark, one of the Warner 
Bros. group, rushed into print last 
week with one of the strictly patri- 
otic stripe, ‘Hooray for Our Side of 
the Ocean,’ by Larry Conley and J. 
Russel Robinson, while Mills Music, 
Inc., accepted ‘She’s a Good Little 
Soldier, That Girl of Mine,’ for pub- 
lication. 


its rhythm. Brass and saxes, especi- | 
ally the former, give out in badly | 
intonated manner. Too, there’s not | 
enough ensemble playing, almost | 
every number picking out soloists 
from the reed and brass sections in | 
profusion, Poor material is another | 
handicap which, of course, can be | 
overcome in time. When caught the | 
outfit used few popular numbers, al- 
though that may have been due to 
the Apollo date. Audiences here like | 
those hot originals. 

Of the vocalists, Melvin Moore is 
easily the best. He really convinced 
with ‘Shadrack’ and one or two 
others. Leora Davis is weak in voice 
and personafity. Did several, none 
impressive, and isn’t clear in her 
enunciation. Both singers could dis- 
pense with the bouncing around in 
their seats, trucking to and from the 
mike, and should step away from the 
mike when they’re supposed to re- 
peat the final chorus of a number. 

Band requires considerable work 
to sustain the word-of-mouth it en- 
joyed before arriving east. Fields 
himself has a highly ingratiating 
manner in his announcements and 
could conceivably use his trombone 


more often to give that section a 
heavier tone, 


Par’s Concessions 


Continued from page 2 


companies do,’ Richey said. ‘And 
anyway, we refuse to believe that 
the code is dead. There are other 
lawyers in the world beside Thurman 
Arnold and they may see in a dif- 
ferent light a code of ethical film 
practices that everyone wants. 


‘It is for that reason that we have 
held off making any announcement 
of policy. We were in hopes of find- 
ing some way of putting the code 
into effect. Unfortunately, on the 
most important point, arbitration, it 
is impossible.’ 

Richey explained that the volun- 
tary arbitration clause to be put in 
contracts necessarily differs from 
that in the code because it can be 
but an agreement between two 
parties. It can’t take up funda- 
mental industry problems like over- 
buying, clearance, coercion in sell- 
ing and refusal to sell, in which a 
third party, outside of the contract, 
is involved. 
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VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 37 


NOW? 


Now that the shooting is over, what about the spoils? What 
does it—and what will it—mean for the vaudeville and nitery 
performer ? 


Actors have been saved for actors and the stagehands have 
been saved for back of the proscenium arch. A very solid front 
of the performer unions has been returned victorious in a bitter 
jurisdictional fight. There are loud huzzahs, but the variety 
performer meekly inquires, ‘Where do I go from here? 


It remains now to be seen just how much of a regeneration, 
even if only in spirit, the vaude-nitery actor will receive from 
his more prosperous confrere. Just what are those film, stage, 
radio and concert stars, who threatened such dire reprisals if 
the stagehands were permitted to gain jurisdiction of the variety 
field, now going to do for the variety field? 


During the course of the actor-stagehand battle there was 
much regrettable name-calling. But there was also a display 
of great parental affection for the vaude-nitery performer. 
Sophie Tucker, on one side, referred to them as ‘my children’; 
Helen Hayes, Tallulah Bankhead, Eddie Cantor, Lawrence Tib- 
bett, Jascha Heifetz, Katharine Hepburn, et al., vehemently de- 
nied the stagehands’ right to embrace the variety actors. Two 
powerful families were in a bitter fight for the show biz waif. 


Kicked around for years, the variety performer was naturally 
greatly surprised by this sudden, great attention. He had 
grown accustomed to the brushoff—this switch to love-and- 
kisses was, to say the least, flattering. But he discovered long 
ago that flattery doesn’t square a hotel bill. 


The majority of vaude-nitery performers had little regard for 
an affiliation with, and dominance by, stagehands, They natur- 
ally derived some pleasure when the name actors gained a clear- 
cut victory in the settlement terms with the stagehands. 


But it hasn't been made clear yet just what the variety per- 
former has gained. Will his union be better managed now than 
it was under the AFA regime? 


Will the names from the other show biz branches enforce the 
position of variety performers in the show biz? 


Will it mean more work and better working conditions? 
ST ANI FY PITT 'Marcus Unit Tees Off 
5 3, Columbus Vaude Season 
Columbus, O., Sept. 12. 
L] | First stage show of the fall season 


will be unveiled at Loew’s Broad 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 


here Friday (15), when ‘La Vie 
Paree,’ the A. B. Marcus unit opens 
a week’s engagement. 
After more than three months of | 
straight pix, Stanley, WB deluxer, 4 UNITS HAVE 6 
will return to stage shows some time 
in October. Harry Kalmine, zone , 
manager for circuit here, has been in DIXIE WEEKS 


House has other occasional stage 
New York several days a week in 


shows booked. 
last fortnight lining up attractions, 
and tee-off is expected in another 
three weeks. Delay has been caused 
by inability to pin name bands down 
to definite dates. 

House has been doing well with | 
all-film policy, but most of A prod: | 
uct from WB, Par, RKO, UA and| 
Metro has already been absorbed be- Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 12. 
tween Stanley and Loew’s Penn, the T. D. Kemp has lined up four large | 
two of them working under a pooling | yaude units (30 or more persons) for | 
agreement, and management feels! i. weeks tours of Paramount the- 
enough big pix won't be along to| 
keep both houses supplied. jatres in the south. 


She’s Boss Now 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Peggy Taylor dance trio has a 
new boss, It’s Peggy Taylor, ap- 
pointed by Superior Court pend- 
ing outcome of her divorce ac- 
tion against George Rogers, also 
with the troupe. Court left it to 
the discretion of Miss Taylor 
whether or not she wanted to re- 
tain Rogers in the act. Hereto- 
fore he had been headman of the 
terp turn. 

She charged she had been 
slapped around by her mate. 
Court ruled it’s now her turn at 
the whip hand. 


AGVA HOLDS 
ORG. MEETING 


American Guild of Variety Artists, 
affiliate of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America with jurisdiction 
over vaudeville and night clubs, held 
its first organizational meeting last 
night (Tuesday) at the Astor hotel, 
N. Y. First membership meeting 


will take place next Tuesday (19). 
First election of officers and board 
will be held in a couple of months. 

Union reached an agreement over 
the weekend with Billy Rose, pro- 
viding for payment of rehearsal pay 
to the performers at the Aquacade, 
at the New York World’s Fair. 
Money, which amounts to about $110 
per person, has been held in escrow 
to await the end of the engagement, 
but will now be paid in four weekly 
installments. First payment was 
Sunday (10). 

Philadelphia and Boston represen- 
tatives of the American Federation 
of Actors, whose vaude-nitery char- 
ter was lifted by the Four A’s, have 
offered to switch over and represent 
the latter union in their cities. The 
proposal is being considered by 
AGVA heads. 
ing to take over existing AFA con- 
tracts with New York niteries. 


vision when the pacts come up for 
renewal. 


GLENN-JENKINS’ SUIT 
VS. COTTON CLUB, N. Y. 


William Henry Glenn and Walter 
Jenkins, known as Glenn and Jen- 
kins, have filed a $7,800 suit for 
breach of contract against the Cotton 
Club Management, Inc., in N. Y. su- 


preme court. The action was re- 
vealed Monday (11) when the plain- 
tiffs sought to strike out the defenses, 


is to make certain readjustments “ad 


the terms and then seek general re- | : 
| that the ousting refutes the conten- | 


| 


AFA Execs State Union Will 
Many Urge Continuance, They Claim 


Dead Enders in Vaude 
Act with Sam Hearn 


Four of the original ‘Dead End 
Kids,’ in a unit which will include 
Sam (Schlepperman) Hearn, begin 
a p.a. tour at the Orpheum, Mem- 
phis on Oct. 13. They are Bobby 
Jordan, Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell and 
Bernard Punsley. 

Unit will follow with four weeks 


on the Interstate Theatres Circuit in 
Texas and three weeks in Warner 
houses in the east. Understood to 
be getting $3,000 a week guarantee 
and a split. 


OUSTS AFA: 
UPHOLDS 
CHARGES 


As anticipated, the Theatre Au- 
thority, which supervises benefits 
and collects 15% off the top for the- 
atrical charities, formally dropped 
the discredited American Federation 
of Actors, the vaude union which 
was superseded by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, chartered 
by the Associated Actors and Ar- 
tistes of America. Special commit- 
tee, which had been hearing charges 


Union is also prepar- | against the AFA, pointed out that 


Id , action against that organization was 
ea | 


| taken ‘for cause.’ 
Committeemen also pointed out 


tion of executives of the American 
Federation of Labor, who are quoted 
| as saying that Ralph Whitehead of 
|AFA had been too severely dealt 
| with by the Four A’s. Whitehead, 
as the AFA leader, was blamed for 
alleged juggling of funds turned 
‘over to the vaude branch by TA. 


SEVERAL BALTO NITERY 
OPERATORS IN SHIFTS 


Baltimore, Sept. 12. 


and have a judge or a referee award 
them damages. 


It is claimed that a contract was 
signed on Feb. 21, 1939, calling for 
their employment at $300 weekly for 


9, 1939. On May 24, it is claimed, 
they received two weeks’ notice. The 
show will run to Oct. 31, it is al- 
leged, and the balance of $300 is for | 
the week of May 18-24 for which it is | 
asserted they were not paid. (Cur-| 
rent show folds this Saturday (16) | 
and goes on tour with Cab Calloway. 

A vaudeville bill subs until the| 


Set-up will be same as before, with Units include ‘French Casino on | 
Penn getting the top films and Stan- | Parade,’ Anton Scibilia; Nick Boila’s | 
them | ‘shooting High,’ with Oswald; ‘Wake | 
along with name orcns. price | 
scale, 60c top, will be resumed when Up and Cheer’; and ‘Streets d’Parie, | 
Stanley goes back to shows. with Evelyn Brent. 

Kalmine’s making every effort to| 
line up ace bands almost exclusively. 


him’at Stanley Inet year. Vaude oils MIRANDA DRAWING 26 
FOR 1ST NITERY DATE, 


even with name players, came off 
| 


second best in almost every case. 


HINGES ON UNION DEAL doubie trom 


| ‘Streets of Paris.’ 
In demand also for cafes is Ann 


Miller, out of ‘Scandals,’ and several 
bids for the dancer are currently in. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 

Depending on a new deal with the 
stagehands is the resumption of 
presentations at the Paramount here 
by Fanchon & Marco which has just 
consummated a new 10-year lease for 
the house with Par. Mike Marco, 
returned from New York where he 


‘Mikado’s’ Return 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 


huddled on the deal, is also abandon- 


ing the idea of shuttering the house | 


temporarily for repairs. The face- 
lift will be deferred until just before 
the Xmas holidays. 

Straight pictures, including F&M’s 
Par franchise, continue meantime at 
the house, 


Harry Rogers’ unit, ‘Mikado in 
Swing,’ which previously played the 
| Balaban & Katz Chicago and the 
| Jones, Linick & Schaefer Oriental, 
has been signatured for a return 
date in the Oriental Oct. 20. 

Price reported at $5,500 and a split 
| tor its third loop appearance, 


| new show opens. | 


The defense claims that in show 
business, despite a hiring for the dur- | 
ation of the show, performers can 
be let out on two weeks’ notice. It) 


lis also asserted that the plaintiffs | 


were disobedient and insubordinate | 
in their actions, on and off the stage, | 
to officials of the defendant, and 
failed to appear on time for per- 
formances. 


Block-Sully, Shutta 
To Co-Headline Cafe 


have been booked into the Walton 
Roof, Philly, as co-headliners by the 
Morris agency. They open Sept. 28. 

Also on the bill will be Trixie, 
Grace & Nikko and Bob Russell. 


New Rumba Unit 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 


_is labelled ‘LaConga Revue,’ and is 

| being handled by Richard Bergen. 
Heading the show will be the Jose 

Manzanares rumba band, 


the run of the show, beginning March | ,. 04. 


taking place on eve of season’s 

|'opening. Sam Lampe is out of “Two 
| o’Clock Club,’ and Frank Hollander, 
| formerly in charge of Ivan Frank’s 
| local eatery, is taking hold of Jimmie 
‘Subway Club,’ reopening 
Thursday (14) as the Trocadero. 
Lampe is planning a new layout. 

No announcement yet of plans for 
Penthouse atop the Stanley theatre, 
long a local swank spot, with several 
local bonifaces angling for its lease. 
Oasis, 14-year-old slum spot operat- 
ed into national prominence by 
‘Judge’ Max A. Cohen, is announcing 
in current ads: 

‘Same lousy show as always, with 
some of our original chorines still on 
hand.’ 


Puck Replaces Ross 


As CBS’ Vaude Agent 


| In nearly all of the communities 


Larry Puck, vaude agent last with 


| Harry Bestry, has joined the Colum- | jeg 


| bia Artists Bureau in charge of the- 
'atre bookings. 

Puck replaces Paul Ross, with the 
Bureau eight years. Resignation, 


was effective past Friday (8). 


COLUMBUS SPOT’S PREEM 


Columbus, Sept. 12. 
Fall opening of the Century Room, 


for Sept. 18. Bob Millar’s orch, cur- 
rently at the Dewitt Hollenden hotel, 


‘room, dark since midsummer. 

Intiai fioor show will include Has- 
kell, Margie Knapp, and the strolling 
Romany Three, 


Reshaping of local nitery setup is | 


| 


supper club in the Neil House, is set | 


American Federation of Actors’ of- 
ficials stated yesterday (Tuesday) 
that the organization is continuing 
as is, implying that it will operate as 
an independent union. They claim 
they have received hundreds of re- 
quests from members all over the 
country to continue the AFA. 


A council meeting scheduled for 
last week by the AFA in New York 
was postponed indefinitely because 
of the illness of Ralph Whitehead, 
executive secretary and_ storm- 
center in the jurisdictional fight be- 
tween the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America and the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes. This was amicably set- 
tled when the IATSE cancelled the 
charter it had issued the AFA and 
recognized the Four A’s jurisdiction 
in all the performer branches of 
show biz. 

Whitehead’s illness, according to 
reports, has been getting worse. It’s 
a physical breakdown described by 
one of his AFA associates as a ‘sick 
heart.’ He is confined to his home 
under constant medical attention. 
Sophie Tucker, president of the 
union, refused to say whether or not 
= had resigned from the organiza- 
ion. 

The alleged order for dissolution 
filed by 50 AFA members a few 
weeks ago is denied by AFA of- 
ficials. They claim that the AFA 
constitution decrees that a dissolu- 
tion order must come from 50 senior 
members ‘in good standing.’ In 
other words, the order signed by 50 
Ferrets, reputedly a radical group, 
did not meet this stipulation, ac- 
cording to AFA. 


Sophie Tucker Opens 
At Versailles, N. Y., 
Per Sked; Philly Date 


Sophie Tucker, appearing in 
‘Leave It to Me,’ Vinton Freedley 
musical, which is skedded to close 
'on Saturday (16), will open at the 
| Versailles Club, N. Y., next Wednes- 
pound (20), per schedule. If the legit 
continues past Saturday, Miss 
Tucker will double. 

She will double between stage and 
nitery in Philly, if ‘Me’ begins its 
road tour there as scheduled on 
Oct. 16. Miss Tucker opens on the 
| same date at the Walton Roof. She'll 
| remain at the Versailles in the in- 
terim. 
| Warbler was originally to open at 
the Versailles next Thursday (21), 
the jockeying of the closing date of 
‘Me’ causing a change of plans. 

Gertrude Niesen and Lucienne 
Boyer are set to headline the Ver- 
sailles thereafter. Nitery is con- 
|cerned, however, whether the 
[Paris star will be able to leave 


Paris under existing conditions, 
|Harry Richman follows with Ade- 
| laide Moffet being talked about for 
|a spot somewhere in between, or to 
replace Miss Boyer, if she is unable 
to get here. 


300 PENN. TOWNS 
VOTING ON LIQUOR 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 
Voters of nearly 500 Pennsylvania 
| communities, including at least 30 
fairly large cities, went to the polls 
| today (Tues.) to decide whether they 
About 1,300 drink- 
eries, night clubs, taprooms, etc., face 
folding if the vote goes against them. 


| want liquor sold. 


balloting will be on whether to ban 
both beer and liquor. Dry forces, 
by the State’s Anti-Saloon 
| League, are confident of winning in 
the majority of the elections. The 
| vote will only affect bar sales. State 
‘liquor stores will not be closed no 


Block and Sully and Ethel Shutta| along with that of Gertrude Lanza,| matter how the vote goes. 


The biggest towns in which ballot- 
ing will be held are Williamsport, 
Butler, Oil City, Carlisle, Chelten- 
ham, Jenkintown, and Coatesville. 


Pinch Show Promoter 


Marion, O., Sept. 12. 
| Jack Delmar, show promoter, 
charged with embezzlement of $575 


Latest unit being organized locally , Cleveland, will be featured in the of the proceeds of the Central Union 
'benefit here Sept. 3, has been arrested 
‘in Centerville, Ia. 

Extradition proceedings have been 
filed, 


| 
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| terial. 


: the Saranac Lake } 
making for sn | 


standout business at the Hotel Savoy- 
Plaza’s Cafe Lounge (N. Y.), this 
marking a second return. She is set 
there until Oct. 6, when Dwight 
Fiske marks another of his periodic 
repeats. Meantime, Hildegarde, 
with expert musical assistance by 


Emile Petti’s snappy terp tunesters, | 


| blonde looker and young Daniels is 
the better tapsters exiant. 
| LeRoy Prinz’s production, staged by 
| James Mitchell Leisen—otherwise 

Mitch Leisen, when directing Par 
| pictures—is a neat and classy presen- 
| tation. 


Joe Rines and Jules Lande’s | 


' dancing school on the side, hence his 
troupe, comprising Juanita Rios, 
'Nina Orla, Mary Willis, Margo, Vin- 
'cente, Roy and Ted Bruce, and Oscar 
Lopez, are visual trailers for their 
institution. All neat, young looking 
people, they're essentially dance in- 
structors, but with a good concep- 


Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 


Argentinian, who accompanies her- 
self on the accordion. She sings re- 
quests in English, Spanish. Greek, 
French, German, Russian and Italian, 


Versatility is the keynote of this | 


Lake that the land formerly the site 
of the Saranac Day Nursery, which 
for years was sponsored by the late 
William Morris, should be turned 
into a park and named in his mem- 
ory. Property was last week do- 


has ’em clamoring for her entire two crack bands are able for the | tion of showman ‘ip, so that their} and knows one specialty in Dutch. nated to the city by Mrs. A. W, 
libretto. The ‘Tinkle Song’ and her | hoofology, Lande heavy on the ensemble terping is a good floor| Here she does refief duty for Bobby | Callaman and accepted by the vil- 
theme, ‘Je Vous Aime Beaucoup,’ | string style of music, and = flash. Later they also dance with the Day’s band between sets. lage board with the understanding 
seem most in demand, but the! shouldering the bulwark 0o © | customers. No two stanzas are the same, but| that ‘the buildings thereon be de- 


photogenic Miss Hildegarde really 


dansapation chores, 


Panchito’s click at the Versailles is 


when caught, she opened with a vo- 


molished and the said park be 


icks wi er clas 2} Coward; The Roof season may spill over a. *omi 14 4 
Her | couple of days into “October, but onths un. | Cal_medley of ‘South American Way’| named in the memory of the late 
manner of harking back to yester-| when the Iridium diminished. He first came to atten- Tu Sais’ ‘Alouette ‘is William Morris Pal 
i ansons is equally mnstairs, i rill again have the|,; A, illiam Morris Park.’ 
year Viennese chansons is equally downstairs, it W tion at the original La Conga and it and “To You’ and ‘Paradise’ in Eng- 


deft and showmanly. 


Mary Parker and Billy Daniels ap- 
parently showcased themselves ad- 
vantageously this summer, as they're 
set into the new Max Gordon 
operetta by Kern-Hammerstein. A re- 
take of their stuff atop the Hotel St. 
Regis’ Viennese Roof (N.Y.) tells the 
story fully. Still under a Paramount 
studio loanout, and with the ‘6 Para- 


‘same six kids, but this time alter- 
nating on ice as well as floor routines, 
Dorothy Lewis, the Sonja Henie of 
'the St. Regis, has been tutoring the 
'sextet on the blades. The idea of 
both a regular floor show, alternating 
'with a tabloid ice revue, is a fresh 
wrinkle for anv spot, and is in line 
with general manager Gaston 
| Lauryssen’s expert showmanship in 
|always switching around for 
that 


| 


| seems that with his departure from 


that spot, the Conga started to dip 
although it was one of the 1937-38 
season’s most outstanding nitery suc- 
cesses. It wound up in 77B ulti- 
mately. Panchito is a good showman 
and, what’s more, an unusual Latin 
rhythm purveyor. He alternates 
'with Maximilian Bergere’s. band 
usually but, in this instance, with 
Nicholas d’Amico’s straight combo. 


lish. This was followed by an in- 
strumental medley of Strauss waltzes, 
‘Tale of Vienna Woods’ in German, 
and ‘I’m Getting Sentimental Over 
You’ in English. 

Vocals are done in a high soprano 
on the revolving stage over the bar 
(the only one of its kind). Not a 
flash, but apparently an act which 
grows slowly and solidly. Gilb. 


Dr. Ernest L. Adler, who did his 
bit at the Will Rogers, leaves here 
with his frau to hang out his shingle 
in Governeur, N. Y. He was re- 
cently married on the lawn of the 
Morris’ Camp Intermission. 

Congressmen Mike Kennedy and 
James Fay weekending and ogling 
Dan Kennedy, also mitting Joe 
‘IATSE’ McCarthy. Both are on the 


mount starlets’\—Harriet Haddon,|new idea. He is also doing . Plaza 

Norah Gale. Marie. de Forest,|thing with the hotel's Maisonette | batter has been at the Harel, alse 

| the to give out ERNIE STANTON and JULIE DEAN P. H. Kruger bed-siding John Mc- 
this youthful pair of Per usual, maitre| Nick Prounis and Arnold Rossfield | Comedy, ventriloquism, songs Collough, who is being checkedup 
‘ are teeing off the fall season Sept. 21| 12 Mins. at the Rogers, 


STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


i John at the door handles the room 
with finesse, a pretty difficult task on 
certain boom business nights when 
the Park avenue bunch piles in and 
knowing how to seat ’em calls for the 
diplomacy of an Anthony Eden. 


Just like Vernon McFarlane’s zebra 
decor did much to impress El Mo- 
rocco on the public mind, the Ver- 
sailles owes a lot to whoever did the 
decor of its room. With the shifting 
| Seasons, it remains a cool, classy and 
'neat-looking room, with only a 


‘change of drapes to freshen it up, | 


but maintaining replicas of the Ver- 
' sailles palace and grounds for atmos- 
| phere. 

, Over the summer, this East 50th 
| street (N.Y.) spot has been vamping 


|with modestly budgeted shows plus 


"The, THEAT R E 


— 6 


BOOKING 


of the STARS’ 


/ 
AGENCY 


with Sophie Tucker followed by a 
succession of cafe names. Abel. 


TRACY’S TOWER, K.C., ACTS 

Tower theatre, Kansas City, is be- 
ing booked by Frank Tracy. 

He buys one or two acts a week 
from the Morris agency, but other- 
wise has no connection with that 
office. 


015 YEARS 


(From Variety) 


Thirty musicals were scheduled 
for the coming Broadway season, 
providing the most highly competi- 
tive field on record. 


An indie booking agent in New 
York communicated with the Mills 
hotel chain with a view to booking 
singing chambermaids that the 
hotels intended featuring at its 
popular priced joints. He was lin- 
ing up some ex-chorus gals, 


France and Belgium, following the 
lead set by England some time be- 
fore, agreed to lift the ban on Ger- 
man acts, set during the war. 


Minnesota, Mpls. 


Ernie Stanton, separated from his 
brother, Val, has teamed up with 
Julie Curtis in a comedy turn of 
showstopping proportions, measuring 
up to the high fun level which the 
two brothers always attained. It’s 
mostly ventriloquism, but along en- 
tirely different and vastly amusing 
lines, He opens with some accept- 
able sound imitations of parrot, 
wood-sawing, airplane, Model-T Ford 
and jewsharp. When Miss Curtis 
;}joins him for their ventriloquial 
| comedy, the act really goes to town 
and jewsharp. 

When Miss Curtis joins him for 
their ventriloquial comedy, the act 
really goes to town in a big laugh- 
making way. Rees. 


MARIE SPALDING 
Singing 
Pierre Roof, N. Y. 

In private life Mrs. Jesse Spalding, 
(III, of the Social Register, Marie 
| Spalding is serious about her stage 
career. After closing this engage- 
|ment, she is going on the air for 
|;WHN. She will do a _ 15-minute 
sustainer on that outlet. 

Miss Spalding came to the Pierre 
Roof following a three months’ en- 
gagement at Armandos. 


singing single of much promise. 


more moderated swing songs. 


Nice voice | 
equipment combines with a very en- | 
gaging personality in making her a. 
She | 
works at a mike and varies her num- | 
bers, mostly light ballads and the’ 
She | 


Bobby Hatz went home to Brook- 
lyn; Gertrude Broderick, to Jackson 
Heights, N. Y.; Leo Massimo, to 
Alexandria, Va.; Frank (Happy) Gay- 
lord, to Detroit; Lillian Driscol, to 
Bar Harbor, Maine; John Dempsey, 
to Boston; Frank Gilroy, to Fall 
River, Mass. 

Lake Placid Stock Players folded 
a successful season, Will open in 
1940 with an apprentice theatre. 

It’s cold here now. Natives are 
looking up red-flannels and getting 
ready to hibernate for the winter. 

The Mike Murphys, who once 
were tops at the old NVA Sanato- 
rium, are back looking for a spot. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World's Fair 


WALTER 
DARE 
WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
AQUACADE 


stated | aso sings in French and Spanish. | 
that radio will ill off theatres IN’ Her song selling suggests more than | 
towns of 75,000 within five years if the average seasoning. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-78.00 


H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


no steps were taken to prevent it. 


The most likely looking Broadway 
newcomer was ‘What Price Glory,’ 
at the Plymouth. ‘Rose Marie’ was 
best of the new musicals, 


Gene Buck, the lyricist, a peren- 
nial contributor to the Ziegfeld ‘Fol- 
lies,’ was going into legit produc- 
tion. His first was to be a straight 
play and the second a musical with 
score by Mischa Elman. 


Weakness in cast, though it was 
strong in production, was figured as 
a factor in thwarting best possible 
returns for Vitagraph’s ‘Captain 


Blood,’ with J. Warren Kerrigan. 


Just ask for me at 


favorite bar-r-r.. 


RED LABEL, 
8 years old. 
BLACK LABEL, 


12 years old. 
Both 86.8 proof. 


I'll gie ye a real treat! 


It’s sensible to stich with 


JOHNNIE WALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


your 


. and 


BORN 1820.,, 
still going strong 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, N, Y.; SOLE DISTRIBUTOR 


Char. | 
| 


GOODRICH and NELSON 
Acrobatic 

9 Mins. 

Music Hall, N. Y. 


Goodrich and Nelson comprise one 
of the finest hand-to-hand acrobatic | 
acts and should not go begging for 
engagements although the field for 
this type of turn is not as large as it 
once was, 


Both of fine physique, men offer a 
routine, paced slowly, that includes 
numerous very slick angles of execu- 
tion. Topmounter is a rather small 


fellow, yet the endurance features of 
the hand-to-hand gymnastics create 
effective impressions. Length of the 
routine could be cut a little. Char. 


| 


Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 


GALI GALI 


THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIAN 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 


Personal Management 


JACK BERTELL 
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VARIETY 89 


Burlesque Reviews 


STAR, B’KLYN 


Tommy Raft, Bert Carr, George 
Kaye, Mervin Harmon, Toni Mitch- 
ell, Nona Martin, Cheri Britton, Reg- 
gie Childs, White Sisters, Hardin 
Bros. 


Star’s season, after’ the 
house’s annual summer shutdown, 
looks pretty tepid based on a view- 
ing of the current show. Allen Gil- 
bert, producer, hasn’t extended him- 
self at all in setting up the various 
scenes and costuming the girls. En- 
tire show hinges on the comedians, 
and happily enough, Tommy Raft 
and Bert Carr shoulder it. Women 
are comparatively nameless. 

Raft and his cohort, Carr, work 
together and singly, straighted by 
George Kaye, and get over every 
piece of business they use, most of 
it old with new twists plus bits 
which may or may not be new, but 
at least not often seen. Raft’s 
punchiest item is in the familiar 
nitery setting, while Carr gets best 
results with the courtroom scene 
which starts slowly and builds to 
solid laughs. Both are able come- 
dians, and Raft wrings additional 
giggles, during scene shifts, with his 
eccentric terns. 

Of the women, Cheri Britton 
shows up the best, doing a smooth 
routine at the outset in a red, hoop- 
skirted flash costume, then doffing 
the ring for a bumping bit that calls 
for curtain response. Reggie White 
and Nona Martin go to extremes, 
bumping and reeling around the 
stage in what’s labeled a ‘dynamic’ 
style. Miss White vocals an original 
tune that goes beyond plain double 
entendre in several lines. Toni 
Mitchell, first on, also does a vocal, 
and for a peeler is perhaps one of 
the best from the pipe a: zle. She, 
too, uses an original, but it’s on the 
dramatic side which she emphasizes 
too much at times. Her peel is not 
as graceful as it could be, but be- 
tween the tune and her doffing she 
draws a solid hand. 

White Sisters and the Hardin Bros. 
are imported vaude acts serving to 
break the continuity of usual burley 
rotations. Two blondes, the White 
Sisters get by with, first, high kick 
and ballroom terps, aone in floor 
length, period dresses to ‘Beautiful 
Lady in Blue’; then separatelv later 
on. One does a series of poses, 
bends, etc., and the other a passable 
military tao which fits into a pro- 
duction piece. 

Hardin Bros. are harmonizers of 


the Mills Bros. school and even go | 
as far as employing th_-same bass | 
They’re | 


sound by guitarist. 
good, but don’t vary their stuff 
enough and work in a lifeless man- 
ner. Of the three or four tunes 
they offered, only one, ‘Tain’t What 
You Do,’ was pop stuff, rest origi- 
nals. Act is salable with a little 
fixing up and the development of 
something to take away the Mills 
Bros. aspect. 

Production for the most part is 
n.s.g., settings and costuming being 
below par. Best perhaps is the finale, 
which brings on the line of 10, and 
six showgirls in red diaphanous 
dressings for a veil cance behind 
a scrim. TWatter serves to hide the 
fact that the stage is hardly dressed, 
the effect of the red veils giving the 
bit what appeal it has. 

Mervin Harmon handles the juve 
end and gets off a string of pops, 
none very well done. Hasn’t much 


of a voice, which is all too apparent | 
in some of the numbers he’s called | 


on to do. His work in te skits is 
easy, however. 

Biz fair when caught last show 
Opening night (Friday). 


SHUBERT, B’KLYN 


Mike Sachs, Alice Kennedy, Harry 


Rose, Charles ‘Red’ Marshall, Murray | 
Leonard, Muriel Wynn, Betty Duval, | 


Marie Cord, Sally Keith, June Tay- 
lor, Sahji, Louise and Jerry Renee, 
Leon Murray, 10 showgirls, 12 ponies, 
Murray Austin Orch. 


Shubert, last open some 
ago as the Century, debuted on Fri- 
day (8) under the Sam Briskman 
flag. Briskman operates the Conti- 


nental on Broadway and has at vari- | 
other | 


had interests in 
Plan is to give each show 


ous times 
houses. 


a two-week run, alternating between | 


the Continental and Shubert. 

Line and showgirls are lifted from 
the Manhattan house, while most of 
the comics and doffers have recently 
been there. With Eddie Lynch pro- 
ducing and considerably more being 
Spent on costumes and sets than was 
ever spent at the Continental, the 
revue made a highly favorable im- 
pression on the healthy crowd at 
the unveiling. 

Show runs slightly more than 90 
minutes, policy calling for two per- 
formances in the afternoon and two 
at night at 40c. top. There is no in- 
termish. 

Show is actually ‘Life Begins at 
Minsky’s’, which Lynch introed at 
the Oriental, Chi, a year ago. Some 


of the comedy, on and offstage, in. 


addition, has a pretty strong resem- 
pine to a couple of Broadway mu- 


Except for a few slow spots, pro- 


| was set in the State Fair 
| here as an experiment. 


time | 


duction is strong on the burley stand- 
ard. Gals are more advantageously 
used, and general tempo is main- 
tained at a snappier pace than most 
peel-palaces can boast. 


_Perhaps the standout of the en- 
tire production from viewpoint of 
habitues of Broadway houses is the 
dressing of both the femmes and the 
stage. It’s positively lavish. One 
number, not original except on a 
burley stage, finds the line playing 
fiddles that are luminescent in the 
darkened auditorium, while the finale 
is a patriotic affair with the ponies 
beating drums while the show gals 
carry flags and a specialty team, 
Louise and Jerry Renee, does a mili- 
tary tap. 

Doffing is handled by Muriel 
Wynn, Betty Duval, Marie Cord, 
Sally Keith and June Taylor, in that 
order, Too much grind and too little 
revelation put the crowd, when 
caught, in a determined mood to get 
more from each of the femmes. But 
despite wholesale handpatter, there 
was nothing more forthcoming in 
each case than a face around the 
wing., Apparently it was a gesture 
to Commissioner Moss. It wasn’t 
good showmanship. On the other 
hand, show gals reveal plenty of 
epidermis while in a standstill posi- 
tion. 

Miss Keith is the only one who 
varies the take-it-off routine, doing 
her standard tassel-twirling exhibi- 
tion. An added specialty is Sahji, 
dark-skinned terner. Gal takes her- 
self all too seriously for the bit, 
which is a new high in things low- 
down. 

Comedy is taken care of by Mike 
Sachs, assisted in the straight roles 
by Alice Kennedy and Harry Rose, 
and ‘Red’ Marshall, stooged by Mur- 
ray Leonard. Most of the material is 
refreshingly new to burley, none of 
the standard skits being used, al- 
though the blackouts are of the usual 
pointless variety. 

Sachs is by far the best, except 
when he goes overboard on length 
of routines. He’s one of the old- 
fashioned school of comics in which 
burley has developed the perfect 
sense of timing for a laugh, inflection 
and pantomime. Most of the material 
only moderately blue. 

Leon Murray handles the side- 
Stage vocals satisfactorily, while 
Murray Austin’s crew in the pit 
turns in a surprisingly on 

erb. 


Unit Reviews 


GOING PLACES REVUE 


(STATE FAIR AUDITORIUM) 


Lincoln, Sept. 9. 
Jolly Bounders, Perry Twins, 
Udell Sisters, Bento Four, Merone & 
Corralla, Line (16). 


Not too rich in quality, ‘Going 
Places,’ put together by Gertrude 
Avery to satisfy outdoor dates for 
the Barnes-Carruthers office, Chi, 
auditorium 
Deal was 
to get $3,000 first money for the 
unit, and then a percentage. Due to 
location, poor selling at the hands of 
the Fair, and bad, dusty weather, it 
grossed only about $700 on the weck. 
Unit is flashy enough, nicely cos- 
tumed, and_ routined smoothly. 
There are 20 gals in the show, of 
which 16 are liners and not bad 
lookers. They do a gowned, tap- 
kicker opening, a _ ballet stretch 


which is only fair, a good ‘Charlie | 


McCarthy’ novelty number, and the 
finale. 

Jolly Bounders, a pair of sailors, 
do a comic acro stint as the first act. 
So-so. 
monize on three numbers, and 
pretty good. Bento Four, hand bal- 
ancers, lead up to the top act, Mer- 
one & Corralla, comedy knockabout, 
which goes okay. Perry Twins, so- 


phisticated hoofers and talkers, di-| native novelty ditty, later doing a/| tralian pound is now slightly over $3 
| chorus in English, aided by the entire 


vide their act into three bits, one a 
top-hatter, 


land one of the twins acts as the 


show’s m.c. 

Jerry Skeffington’s 
on the dancing and voice 
cause it plays too loud for indoor 
stuff. 
almost from the opening. 

At fair season’s end, the outfit, 
with an act change or two, may go 
inside. Barn. 


HAWAIIAN FOLLIES 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 8. 
Robert Bell, Nei La Maka, Prin- 
cess Teihe Kahi, Aloha Lami, Wai- 
kiki Beach Steel Guitar Band, Little 
Billy, Baby Joy; ‘Street Scene’ (UA), 
‘Pride of the Navy’ (Rep). 


Here’s a compact, speedy outfit, re- 
plete with native guitar twangers. 
But the femme lineup (though bear- 
ing Hawaiian tags) has to read up 
more about language and customs to 


make the masquerade more effective. | 
backs, 


Entire personnel is on stage all the 


ny 
| quintet, 


one a comedy routine, | ensemble. 
| with a can-can routine reminiscent 
jof Minsky’s legshows, is well received 
band is rough| in the hoofery dishing, but in the 
acts. be- | vocals she’s n.s.g._ Neki La Maka d's- 
: | plays the streamlined version of the 


Brass section goes full blast | 


200 U.S. Acts Abroad 


U. S. agents figure that about 
200 American acts are given con- 
stant employment abroad at an 
average salary of about $350 a 
week, 

Increase in amount of work in 
South America is foreseen as a 
result of the European conflict. 
but never even to such a scale as 
to compensate for the loss of in- 
come from England alone, 


VAUDE MINN. 
INDEF 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 
With the 4,000-seat Minnesota re- 
opened nearly two months 


it to be only $7,500 in the red in 
operations to date, including non- 
recurring preopening costs. Own- 
ers of the property, financing the 
project, already have decided to con- 
tinue beyond the original 10-week 
trial period and will make plans to 
operate indefinitely. 


Although the theatre is offering a 
big stage and screen show, including 
an 18-piece orchestra, a 12-gir] line, 
a house m.c. and four acts brought 
in each week for 15-30c admission, 
it’s claimed there has been only one 
losing week thus far. However, 
ground and building rental, taxes 
and Greene’s salary are not included 
in the ‘nut.’ 


Plan now is to go after more name 
headline acts. With major screen 
product unavailable, Greene is pre- 
pared to demand that reissues be 
furnished by the major distributors. 
Consideration is also being given to 
the matter of a court suit to try to 
compel film servicing by the major 
companies. Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount) has nearly all the ma- 
jor product sewed up, but permits a 
little to trickle through to two loop 
independent sure-seaters, the World 
and Time. 

The Benz interests, operating the 
Minnesota and owners of the 2,000- 
seat lower loop Palace, plan to re- 


| open the latter house Sept. 16 and 


launch a fight to compel exchanges 
to service it for a policy of subse- 
quent-run double features at a dime, 
the same as smaller, less pretentious 
Gateway district grind houses a few 
blocks away. 


time, filling in the background while 
individuals are afforded solos. 

Robert Bell, who owns the unit, is 
an astute showman, subbing ably as 
an emcee and stooge for a counte nf 
island gals. Regular house band va- 
cationed this week, allowing unhius 
quintet of uke artists to strum out 
coral-reef rhythms. Simply called 
Waikiki Beach entertainers, five boys 
dish out lingering melodies and han- 
dle couple of pops in a saccharine 
manner. Called back, they dress up 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ in a hula skirt 
and fill the jug to the brim with lei 
licks. 

Working behind a_ kaleidescopic 
back drop depicting nightfall on a 
Hawaiian beach, four femme hip 
slingers in scanties present their first 
specialty, ‘Bamboo Offering Dance’. 


| Routine is enhanced with precision 
Udell Sisters, triplets, har- | tappipg of bamboo sticks to the ac- 

| companiment of native chants. John- — 
Kamahalehu, bass operator of the | are paid in pounds, not dollars, and | 


draws down a vocal solo, 
‘Aloha’ and has to beg off. 


Robert Bell spotted next singing a 


Aloha Lami, brunette 


hula, and the only changes visible 
were scantier garb and more torso 
wiggling. Latter also teams with 
Aloha Lami in a duet, but their sing- 
ing does not convince. 

Bass fiddler gets another nod for 
a solo, ‘Trees’, his baritone blending 
nicely with the choral singing of the 
troupe. Just when the patrons ex- 
pect an additional hula, Bell brings 
out Baby Joy, a native moppet whose 
forte is an infectious smile, husky 
voice and a knack of mimicry. Han- 
dles ‘Romance Runs in the Family’ 
like a trouper and follows with imi- 
tations. Child also clogs. Bell serves 
as an excellent foil for the kid. 

Another socko is Little Billy, age 
four, whose years are no hindrance 
in gabbing with Bell for nearly 11 
minutes. Finally, he tosses aside role 
of comic for Bell and sings ‘Tisket 
A-Tasket,’ 


ago 
under independent auspices, Gordon 
Greene, managing director, reports 


Some Hardy American Acts Vision 


Buddy Rogers’ Illness 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 12. 

Southern Attractions here can- 
celled an eight-house tour of Buddy 
Rogers and his band in southern 
Paramount theatres when the band 
leader became ill and was unable to 
fill his opening engagement at the 
Carolina, in Durham, N. C., last 
Wednesday (6). 


Rogers was put to bed at the Cava- 
lier hotel in Virginia Beach, where 
he had been playing an engagement, 
and ordered to rest for two weeks. 
He suffered from a cold, which later 
turned into flu, 

T. D. Kemp, booking agent for 
Southern, said Rogers might fill the 
engagement at a later date, but added 
that no arrangement had been made 
pending the outcome of his illness. 


AGENTS 


War in Europe, especially involv- 
ing the three countries most addicted 
to American acts—England, France 
and Germany—is hitting the vaude 
agents in New York pretty hard. 
Several of ’em, with contracts al- 
ready signed for long engagements 
for acts on the other side, had been 
counting on a fairly good income, 
regardless of the stage show situation 
in the U.S. 

The William Morris office, through 
which most foreign bookings clear, 
reports that the bookings of six acts, 
which were already scheduled to 
sail, are now off, though no definite 
concellations have eome through. 
Acts involved are Lois Harper, Three 
Sailors, Stuart Morgan Dancers (3), 
Ross and Bennett, Buster Shaver 
with Olive and George Brasno. 

Harder hit, of course, are those 
American acts caught in Europe 
when the war broke out. Several 
i/have already returned, but a great 
/many are still in England, desperate- 
|ly trying, along with thousands of 
American tourists, to get sailing ac- 
commodations home, 

George Black, English producer, is 
reported to have been hit heavily by 
the outbreak of war. He had opened 
his costly ‘Black and Blue’ revue 
only recently and had been doing 
big b.o. One American act in the 
show, the Gertrude Hoffman Girls, 
entailing around 19 people in all, 
alone cost Black around $20,000 in 
transportation and costuming. 

American acts are also being hit in 
Australia because of the drop in the 
Australian pound, normally quoted 
j at around $3.90. Acts going there 


| the fall in exchange rate affects those 
who have any Australian money left 
‘when they leave the country. Aus- 


Chas. Fox Reopens 


Milwaukee, Sept. 12. 


Charlie Fox, burley op here for the 

| past 32 years, reopened the Empress. 
House will feature burlesque three 

days a week, and films remainder. 


Rochester’s Burley 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 12. 


Stock burlesque reopened at the 
Embassy by George Katz and Al 
,Lebowitz, who ran similar shows 
|there for eight weeks last spring. 
| Western Circuit, with houses in 


| Buffalo, Toronto, Cleveland and De- 


| troit, booking the shows. Prices, 25) 


and 40c. 


Elvira Rios, Mexican’ warbler, 


and received three call-| opens Sept, 25 at La Martinique, in 
Guss. 


'New York, 


Canceis Southern Tour 


| 
| 


Lush Days Playing Dates Abroad 


Following their initial hurried 
exodus for home, many American 
acts in Europe have regained their 
composure and are attempting to 
make arrangements to stay there in 
order to take advantage of the lush 


days they see ahead. 

Finding that bombs aren’t falling 
about them, as predicted, confidence 
has been restored to a degree. And 
figuring they’ll be able to get work 
at their own price when populaces 
of war-ridden countries shortly be- 
gin begging for entertainment to 
take their minds off the horror, 
many of the bolder Americans see 
no point in jumping home. 

That there will be a gravy train 
for acts willing to risk their necks 
seems certain. With native talent do- 
ing a double with a gun, there is no 
doubt that foreign talent will be in 
demand. 

Another angle, however, may be 
provided by the U. S. State Depart- 
ment, which can insist upon Amer- 
icans returning home. This Govern- 
ment automatically gives up all re- 
sponsibility for them if they refuse 
to heed the warning. American 
agents, too, are urging the return of 
the acts. As for sending any others 
over, refusal to hand out passports 
effectually stops that. 

Among acts which recently went 
abroad and are remaining are 
Jimmy and Miidred Mulcay, who 
are in Berlin. Awaiting transporta- 
tion home are the Gertrude Hoffman 
girls (16) with Max and Mrs. Hoff- 
man. They left New York Aug. 8 
and played but three days of what 
was to be a lengthy engagement 
when the war broke out. 

Marcy and Roberta, who took a 
boat for a Berlin engagement, much 
to the mystification of the William 
Morris agency, has cabled the latter 
from Copenhagen. Among. those 
who returned to the U. S. this week 
are Miriam Verne, Marian Bellet 
and the English Bros. and Chester 
Fredericks and Gloria Lane. 


London Cafe Jazzed Up 
London, Sept. 12. 

Opening Thursday (13) at the 
Cafe de Paris is Billy Bissett’s band, 
without its leader, who’s stuck in 
the U. S. 
Inga Andersen, local singer, has 
replaced Veloz and Yolanda, who 
cancelled upon the war declaration, 


Burley Manager’s 
Paul Revere Act To 
Get His House Open 


Opening of the People’s’ Bowery 
| (N. Y.) burley house, for its fall 
|preem on Friday (8) resembled a 
| Paul Revere scenaria with manager 
|; Harold Raymond astride the horse. 
' Came about as result of fire bu- 
| reau’s refusal to allow the spot to 
open until certain changes were 
/made. With a crowd waiting in line 
|'and plumbers working feverishly, a 
| fire inspector stood by. When he 
|finally gave his okay, Raymond 
rushed by cab to fire headquarters 
|for the necessary certificate, thence 
| to commissioner Moss’ office for his 
license. 

Got back to open the house less 
than two hours late. 


Ex-Censor Gets New 
Trial on Wife-Sheoting 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 
Citing injurious remarks by the 
presiding judge, the Michigan state 
supreme court last week granted a 
new trial to Edgar Neal, former De- 
troit police censor, who was cone 


_vieted last October of felonious as- 
| sault on his wife, Esther Szalk, while 


she sang in a local nitery. 
Neal, a tenor who also penned 


| songs, was sentenced to one to four 
|years last fall, but was released on 


$2,500 bail while he appealed his 
case, 


Emb, Seattle’s Vaude 


Seattle, Sept. 12. 
Embassy (Joe Danz) getting on 
the vaude bandwagon, using four 
acts weekly. 
Joe Daniels, now booking the 


Ranch, Show Box and Music Hall, 


i (night clubs), will book the Emb. 


| 
| — | 3 
| 
| | | 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Harrison & Fisher, Goodrich & 
Nelson, Paul Haakon, Jeanne Dev- 
ereaux, Rabona Hasburg, Viola Philo, 


Nicholas Vasilief, Glee Club, Rock- | 


ettes, Ballet Corps, Music Hall 
Symph under direction 
Rapee; ‘Golden Boy’ (Col.), re- 


viewed in Variety Aug. 16. 


It's ‘Piquant Perfume’ this week, 
another Russell Markert production, | 
in which the staging of the dance 
routine for his Rockettes is left to 
Gene Snyder. Latter has conceived 
a nifty military tap finale for the 
world’s No. 1 line, very expertly ex- 
ecuted by the girls. It calls for very 
fast tap maneuvering. 

Market's show is in six parts, | 
rather than the customary three or 
four, and moves along briskly to the 
climactic sock delivered by the 
Rockettes at the finish. Presentation | 
has been nicely staged, designed and 
lighted. 

With each scene named after a 
periume, the first is ‘Sous Le Vent | 
(Under the Wind’). Appropriately 
enough, those who appear in_ this 
number carry along sheets of silk to, 
give the effect of light wind action, | 
while for hackground there are mov- 
ing clouds, etc. Paul Haakon and) 
two ballet singles, latter working 
with other girls, appear together 
ballet 


with the theatre’s regular 
dancers. Jeanne Devereaux and | 
Rabona Hasburg, one in a_ very, 


pretty dance with a large bubble, are 
the singles. 
No. 2 is 
Leather’). 
club appears as Cossacks, doing two 
numbers. This is an excellent in-| 
terlude. Goodrich and Nelson (New | 
Acts), an especially fine hand-to-, 
hand turn, follow. } 
Viola Philo, soprano regular here, 
offers a mauve decade ballad. She's 
followed by the swank ballroom | 
team of Harrison and Fisher. They | 
do two numbers, the first a waltz, the 
other a tango, both exceedingly well 
done. 
Glee club does a brief number in) 
one with drums as a curtain raiser 
for the Rockettes. Char. | 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 9. 
Fid Gordon, Ruth & Billy Am- 
brose, Mayer & Evans, Neiss Troupe, 
Sixteen Roxyettes; ‘Dust Be My Des- 
tiny’ (WB). 


‘Cuir Russe’ (‘Russian 
Working in one, the glee. 


| 


| 


| 


This one is light, bright and varied, 
with the emphasis on the show 
rather than the marquee. Three of, 
the four acts are worked into pro-| 
duction numbers featuring house line | 
in fashion that doubles its effective- | 
ness, a technique house productionist 
Harry Anger is turning into a slick , 
act. | 

Ogens with ‘concert in the park’ 
idea, gals dressed as gay ’90s boys 
and girls and hoofing to tune of 
German band, culled from pit, under | 
canopy. Fid Gordon, dolled up in 
red band costume, leads stage music 
and takes it alone as travelers close 
for his specialty. Nut fiddling, in- 
cluding playing with one hand, with 
nose, behind his back and a la saw- 
ing wood, gets across nicely. Line 
back again in white satin for slow 
ballet and then some swing. Ruth 
and Billy Ambrose slip on as line 
falls back and go into ballroom waltz 
with clever lifts, encoring with As-,| 
taire-Rogers swinging and finishing 
strong with ‘impression of two high 
school jitterbugs.’ 

_Four of line do multiple introduc- 
tion of Mayer and Evans, plugging | 
Ray Mayer’s Hollywood sojourn. 
Mayer, in ten-gallon hat and busi- 
ness suit, rolls on midget piano and | 
tears into nut ivory tickling that gets 
house immediately. Gal comes on 
for red-hot mama ditty and then 
holds ’em_ with Mayer’s own com- 
position, ‘Thank the Man Upstairs,’ 


with timely lines at finish about 
F.D.R.’s ‘mighty proclamation that 


says we're a neutral nation.’ The 
letter reading, the piano gymnastics, 
the coloratura burlesque and the big 


hat giving birth to a little one is 
done with tongue-in-cheek and just 


enough new twists to add up to a 
smasheroo, 

Line troupes back on in kid garb, 
carrying balloons and candy sticks, 
and working quartet into imitation 
of chariot race, creating perfect cir- 
cus mood for Neiss troupe, working 
on trampolin and white ladders. Two 
catchers fling man and girl fliers 
through fast series of bounces, cross- 
ings and aerial somersaults, high- 
lights being somersault hands-to- 
trampolin-to hands and 30 somer- 
sault soloes on trampolin alone for 
sock finish, 


Biz oke. Craig. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 10. 
Joe E. Lewis, The Stapletons (2), 
Gloria 
doodlers (4), Felice Iula and House 
Orch (12); ‘In Name Only’ (RKO). 


Joe E. Lewis of the night clubs and 
music halls, bridges the gap between 


that rather flip environment and the | with the 4,200 seats practically filled. | 


family type of combo policy on tap 


finish and series of bends. 


'give out with versions of ‘Toytown | sons. 


Blake, Charles Carrer, Ki-| 


| here, in showmanly and effective 
| manner. While some of his material 
imay be a bit over the heads of his 
local auditors, he manages, never- 
theless, to etch out a definite impres- 
sion which may add customers later 
in the week via word of mouth com- 
ment. A nicely selected supporting 


of Erno‘ bill of standards rounds out an en- 


tertaining layout, 

With Felice Iula and his house 
band moved on siage from the pit, 
and Lewis taking hold as emcee, do- 
ings get off to lilting start with the 
Stapletons, classy mixed duo of 
dancers employing a rather novel 
form of bailroom tappery. Of ex- 
cellent appearance, team whips over | 
two snappy routines, 
rhumba in swing, and comes back for , 
an encore bit which earns a beg-off. | 

Gloria Blake, youthful singer, with | 


fresh and well trained pipes, fol- | 
lows with tricky vocals of ‘Chiri- 
biri Bi,’ ‘Blue Danube’ and ‘Zie- | 


geuner,’ utilizing all the coloratura | 
trimmings and ringing the bell in| 
lusty fashion. Youngster looks well | 
and sells effectively. ' 

Aided by the interpolated clown- | 
ing of Lewis, Charles Carrer scores | 
strongly with his fast juggling. | 
Final tricks of filling trayful of glass- 
es and mixing a cocktail with a spin- 
ning wand, get him off to strong 
Gave the 
doings a tinge of novelty at right, 
time. 

Kidoodlers, male quartet from: 
radio who utilizes box full of tiny | 
toy instruments and saise making 
gadgets for accompanying effects, ' 


Jamboree,’ ‘When the Circus Came 
to Town,’ a working out of ‘Chop- 


a waltz and! 


‘wherein they balance themselves in 
formations , 


| ROXY, N. Y. 


Variety Singers (7), Gae 
Girls (36), Paul Ash orch; ‘The 
2ains Came’ (20th), reviewed in 


this issue. 


‘It features two tiptop acts, 
mented by the usual Fanchon & 
Marco hors d’ouvres, of which the 
Variety Singers, mixed septet, 
the clever Gae Foster Girls 
‘em) are the mainstays. 

The Fosterites do a ‘cavalcade of 


Calgary Bros. (2), Mario & Floria, | 
! Foster | better listen again 


With strong film lure and a bill) 
‘likely to stay at least three weeks, | 
the stage portion is equally strong. | 
aug- 


and, 
(36 of | 


1939,’ reprising brief snatches of the | 


highly difficult 

mastered in the 
corps, small unicycles, hoops forma- 
tions, fencing sequence, bouncing 
balls in unison, roller skating, the 
bicycle routine, and finally the amus- 
ing and most difficult) sequence 


routines they've 
past—the drum} 


rhythmic terpsichorean 
on huge globes. This teetering ef- 
fect makes for extraordinary audi- 
ence interest, and is showmanly 


' pointed up for extra values by one 


| 
| 


tions. Best of these are his Eleanor 
| Roosevelt, Tizzie Lish, Roy Atwill 
and Major Bowes. 
of Time’ idea is good, but he had 
to the voice of 
the ‘Time’ commentator. He should 
also brush up on Fred Allen, How- 
‘ever, his delivery is swell and he 
has the qualifications of a topflight 
m.c¢. 

Larry Flint’s ‘Over the Rainbow’ 
overture shows some production ef- 
fort and its flashy arrangement and 
change of pace is right in the groove 
for this type of house. Presumably, 
Flint will overcome a tendency of 
crowding the acts in his anxiety to 
catch their exact rhythm on these 
opening shows. If not, there’s going 
to be an embarrassing collision one 
of these days. Band has improved 
greatly since last week, the start of 
the new season, and a special nod 
goes to the drummer for able as- 
sistance to the acts. Fou. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 8. 


Sammy Kaye's Orch (12) with 
| The Three Barrons, Clyde Burke, 
Jimmy Brown, Tommy Ryan, 
Charlie Wilson, Johnny Burke, 


standout kid who, in seeming mis- | 


adventure, of course is actually the 
most expert, as she maneuvers her- 
self in and out of line. 

The two sock acts are the Calgary 


| 


Gloria Day; ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA). 


The Earle’s show this week is lear 


His radio ‘March | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Don Redman Band (14), with Avis 
Andrews, Chink Collins, Madeline 
Belt, John Mason, Jimmie Baskette, 
Vivian Harris, Flash & Dash, Louis 
Short, House Line (16); ‘Undercover 
Doctor’ (Par). 


Season gets into full ¢: ving here 
this week with Don Redman’s yet- 
eran organization. Management has 
bolstered the entertainment by spot- 
ting in Avis Andrews and a new 
producer, Johnny Davis. Result ig 
that despite numerous familiar faces, 
it smacks of slick showmanship. 


Redman’s band, a repeater here, 
plays as well in tie vit as on stage, 
givin the show a socko windup. Out- 
fit is a neatly balanced musical unit, 
with the brass about equalizing four 
saxophones and bass fiddle. ‘World 
Is Waiting for Sunrise,’ ‘Stairway to 
the Stars’ and ‘You Ain’t Nowhere® 
are principal tunes. Last named is 
Redman’'s original selection, 
swingy enough to catch on. Organi- 
zation also chips in with a typical 
jam session, which is moderate 
enough to satisfy. Quin Jackson, 
trombonist, is chief warbler—and 
good enough. Redman crew also 
goes in for brief song choruses with- 


proof that a swing orchestra is not | out being offensive. 


Bros. with their eccentric comedy, | strong enough here to carry an en- 


and Mario and Floria, class ballroom | tire bill by itself, 
_team, who almost rate a new act re-| that Kaye's crew gives a good ac- 
|view all over again, so 


well have 


Despite the fact 


count of itself, the patrons are left 


they advanced with the passing sea- | hanging in the middle when the 


team in smart cafes like the Wal- 
dori’s Sert room, they are equally 


| 


click show gives. 
The two additional acts, Johnny 


sticks’ and for an encore, the in- | adept and expert on the rostrum, and | Burke and hoofer Gloria Day, fail to 
bespeak of much stage and/or screen | supply the needed oomph, although 


evitable ‘Old McDonald Had a Farm’ | 
with all the barnyard oises in- 
cluded. Act has some appeal and | 
a quota of laughs besides its har- 
mony stuff. Stubholders seemed to 
know them on show caught. 

Lewis closes. Unloosing a barrage 
of swift talk he gets in a quota of 
nifties to swell recognition and fol- 
lows with his comedy impression 
of Ted Lewis, Harry Richman and | 
Lawrence Tibbett. Takeoff of latter 
in a very funny version of ‘Trees,’ 
a Classic. Follows strongly with 
‘Sam, the Tailor Man,’ funny parody 


|on ‘Lord You Made the Night Too! 
and then for a clincher, takes | 


Long,’ 
apart the lyrics of ‘Hold Tight,’ to 
hilarious results. 
out satisfied and commenting favor- 
ably. 

Biz okay. Burm. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Sept. 8. 
Gene Krupa Orch, with Irene Day, 
Edna Strong, Frank Gaby, Jitterbug 
Sextet, Sam Kaplan House Orch; 
‘Mr. Wong in Chinatown’ (Mono) 
and ‘Man About Town’ (Par). 


State continues its policy of pre- 
senting name bands. This week 
it’s the Krupa aggregation as the 
marquee-b.o. magnet. Next week it’s 
Glenn Miller, followed by Henry 


Busse, then Cab Calloway. Skedded ! 


for the boards in October are Phil 
Spitalny and Sammy Kaye. 


Krupa has come a long way since | 
he last played this town a little less | 


than a year and a half ago. Last time 


he was in this burg was in a one- | 
nighter at Capitol Park, the second | 


assignment his newly-created band 
carried Out. Since than the Krupa 


crew has changed from raucous to |} 
sweet swing. Net result, he has won! 


a big adult following. 


Following a pit band overture, the | 


Krupa band themes out from behind 
closed curtains, which part on the 
maestro-drummer on an elevated po- 
sition at the rear of the unit with 
a white light on him. Neat arrange- 
ment of ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ follows 
atter which Krupa introes the boys 
of the band. 

First act is Edna Strong, tappet, 
who is restricted to one number. Gal, 
a looker, does nicely with plenty of 
flair and style. Frank Gaby, ventrilo- 
quist, follows immediately. 
ing a red-headed dummy and an un- 
billed blond midget, Gaby draws ap- 
proval with his inimitable style, in- 
formal and free and easy. Two acts 
were crowded together to make room 
for half-hour broadcast over 
WTHT, local radio station, 


In the half-hour broadcast the band | 


| Ziv 5 out an equal dose of straight 


| Swing and sweet swing, alternating | 


| between the two, with Krupa an- 
|chored most of the time to the 
|drums. A tenor sax, clarinetist, and | 


trumpet player get spotlighted at 

solo intervals. 

| Vocalist Irene Day closes the 

| broadcast with a medley of three 
‘Moonlight Serenade’, ‘Over 


| songs, 


| the Rainbow’, and ‘Well, All Right’. | 


Is strong. Advertised public dancing 
on stage proved to be a dud, with 
only three couples stepping up to the 
stage for a brief interlude of terping. 
Last act was some whirlwind jit- 
| terbugging by the Jitterbug Sextet. 
Youngsters, all personable, uncork 
some nifty legomania. On subsequent 
/shows public dancing on stage fol- 
| lowed the Sextet. Mix-up as a re- 
sult of broadcast resulted in poor 
routining, especially as affected the 
| visual audience. 
| Biz Friday night (7) excellent. 


Eck. 


Sent the customers | 


Utiliz- | 


presentation promise. 


Floria is a photogenic looker and | pelly jaughs 
| Mario, 


in standard formal tails, an 


expert vis-a-vis. 


polka. : 
pop, is nonetheless a distinguished 
and legitimate polka interpretation. 


|The tango, a difficult routine that 


calls for some expert musical as- 
sistance for the climactic 
and stage pictures, is a standout. It 
is a tough chore for Paul Ash's pit 
musicians and their coordination be- 
speaks of much painstaking collabo- 
| ration, 

| The 40-minute presentation is teed 
off by a highly effective stage pic- 
| ture by the Foster troupe in formal 
| clothes, segueing into 
| Floria’s waltz. 

| The Calgarys have ‘Shabby Cabby’ 
las a fitting entrance theme, one as 
| the pseudo-patron and the other the 


|hansome hackman, and both blotto. | 


This keynotes their funny panto and 
| generally effective comedy business. 
| For a switch, the Variety Singers 
| are perched this time 


right-hand stage box, around their 


| familiar mike, for the vocal inter-| js qa click. 


ludes. 
|} with one of New York's 
| cloudbursts 


|for ‘The Rains Came,’ 
plenty of ’em into the 
| cinemas. Abel. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 8. 
Peters Sisters (3), Bert Walton & 
Mike Grimm, Bill Ames, Moore & 
Revel, Broadway Brevities (5), Larry 
Flint house band; ‘News Is Made at 


| Night’ (20th) and ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep), | 


| dual, 


Medium lineup this week, 
overboard on dancing. Peters 
ters (3), top-billed, are new 
,;and close the show with a 
received assortment of pop vocals, 
brightly arranged. A solo of ‘My 
| Love for You,’ sweet and dreamy, by 
Virginia Peters, and the closing 
‘A-Tisket’ are standouts. In the latter, 
the hefty gals hoke up the number 
| with taps and truckin’ and otherwise 
build it to a socko finale. ‘Wishing’ 
and ‘Swing Is Here to Stay’ are 
trickily arranged and smoothly de- 
livered. 
Bert 


here 


Walton, next-to-close, is a 
repeater here, and although the 
| drawn-out bit with his pale-faced, 
singing stooge, Mike Grimm, is very 
familiar, it’s to Walton’s credit that 
he invariably breezes in with a num- 
| ber of different gags every time he 
comes around. For that reason, his 


opening single half of the act is; 


more entertaining to a regular cus- 


tomer than the second half. Grimm 
goes over in his vocal of ‘Mas- 


querade Is Over.’ 

| Moore and Revel click with three 
comic ballroom numbers. First is 
_done rather mechanically, but there’s 
/more sparkle to tango and rhumba 
| routines which follow. Miss Moore, 
on her own, sells a hokum operatic 
| vocal bullishly and_ introes 
_closing rhumba by vocaling 
| American Way.’ 

Dance flash quintet, 
| Brevities,’ 
, usual precision taps. acro and high 
_ kicks. Control number by one girl 
,and the precision taps and buck by 

the boy and girl opening and closing 
| the act get most attention. Act is 
| well-costumed and the kids work 
| hard, but some of the stuff is not 
Fad above good dancing schooi cali- 
bre. 

Bill Ames, in the deuce, offers 
‘some good and mediocre impersona- 


| 


| 


postures | 
| tine. 


Mario and/| 


slightly | 
Sis- | 


well- | 


the former provides a good many 
with his A.E.F. patter. 


Kaye’s opener is in usual 


They open with) owing-and-sway manner with a med- 
'a waltz, thence a tango, and finally alley of schmaltzy numbers. 
Latter, to the ‘Beer Barrel’| Brown, one of Kaye’s many capable 


Jimmy 


vocalists, then livens up the proceed- 
ings with a snappy rendition of 
‘South American Way.’ 


Of late, chiefly a class terp) curtain falls, waiting for that lift a | 


Gloria Day, only femme on the en- | 
tire bill, has an eccentric dance rou- | 


It's good but not a standout. 
A pretty gal, she throws her body 
out of shape in a Ray Bolger take- 
off. Jimmy Brown and the Three 
Barrons make up a snappy quartet 
with ‘Beer Barrel Polka.’ Best vocal- 
ist in the gang is a youngster, Clyde 
Burke, A natural with the ladies, 


with ‘I Surrender Dear.’ 


orchestra’s soundoff on the latter 


| fire 
| routines. 


Avis Andrews backs up a pleasant 
personality with A-1l vocalizing. She 
sells every number with ease from ‘I 
Just Want to Be With Bill’ to her 
second encore, ‘Swance River.’ Prob- 
ably the most satisfying was ‘Under 
My Skin.’ A terrific favorite up 
here, Miss Andrews was forced to 
bow off with a speech. 

Flash and Dash, two youthful tap- 
sters, ring the bell with their rapid- 
pantomimic tapping and novel 
Some of their steps verge 
on the acrobatic. Both hard work- 
ers, the boys never miss a fancy trick 
that will tickle the Apollo bunch. 
Louis Short, well-groomed tall dan- 
cer, also mixes his terping with a 
talkative song for fair returns. 

John Mason, Jimmie Baskette, 
Chink Collins and Vivian Harris ap- 


‘pear in two farcical scenes, last be- 
jing burley’s operating-room routine. 


he sings ‘In My Heart,’ and encores ! 
During the | 


number there is a gradual blackout | 


of stage as music dies away. Very 
elTective. 

Johnny Burke, dressed in an 
fitting getup, comes on stage with 
the same type of act he’s been tour- 


in the upper) ing the circuits with for the past 20 


With war fever in the air, act 
All the old A.E.F. chest- 
rehashed, but they 


years. 


j;nuts are 


Funniest bit is a parody 


Broadway actions to going over the top. 


Tommy Ryan, gives out 
with two numbers, ‘My Buddy’ 
and ‘To You,’ both capably done. 
Orchestra winds up the proceedings 
| with ‘I Know That You Know’ with 
| Kaye soloing with his clarinet. End- 
ling lacks zip. 

Biz when 
below normal. 


caught (supper show) 
Shal. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Frances Arms, Morton & Dennison, 
Duval, 
Girls; ‘When Tomorrow Comes’ (U). 


ill- | 


Jimmie Baskette and John Mason, 
pop here, grab laughs from their 
deft dialogue. 

Brooklyn Washboard Jivg. band, 
seven colored lads obviously new to 
a theatre stage, get some music 
from nondescript instruments plus 
large fiddle and piano. Crew shows 
some promise, but mars several ef- 
forts by blasting too close to the 
mike. 

Apollo line is the same, but Johnny 
Davis’ producing lifts three routine 


/production numbers out of the rut. 


get | robust 
Biz slightly terrific opening day,! plenty of laughs from the kids, who jam 
- record | never heard them, and the grown-ups | Madeline Belt are teamed in a cou- 
in the late afternoon) who haven't heard war humor for ple of song-dance duets and lead en- 
;making for an unscheduled trailer a long time. = 

chasing of ‘That Old Feeling,’ describing re- | 


| 


Opening has to do with Jive College 
with chorines actually singing in key. 
Midway is a garden party ensemble, 


neatly staged. Finale is typically 
abbreviated-costume dance 
session, Chink Collins and 


sembles snappily. 
Biz good when caught last show 
opening night (Friday). Wear. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

Despite the Clipper service, the 
reels are particularly uninformative 
at the end of the first week of war 
as far as action shots are concerned, 


|suggesting that the censors abroad 


| 


Merle & Dee, Chester Hale | 


are being very strict. Actually, the 
reels’ only association with the con- 
flict is in background stuff, along 
with the emotional toll upon the re- 
spective peoples whose governments 


| are involved. 


Only three acts on the show cur- | 


|rently, with plenty of attention be- 
ing devoted to the film for the 
femme patrons. 

Chester Hale girls continue to play 


| City. 
stock in this house, and the theatre | 


is trying desperately to build them | 
up into something of an attraction. | 


However, it would seem a better. biz 


idea to give the patrons solid acts in- | 


| that this 


Stead of one-two-three-four-kick rou- | 
tines. 
After the opening girl number, 


Morton and Dennison enter, but their | 


turn works out none too well. 
| half of the act has some ability, man- 
aging some okay vocalizing and turn- 
/ing in some capable clarinet work. 
'But the male partner misses fire in 
attempts to garner laughs as a semi- 
tramp bass fiddler. Routine is weak, 


to rouse even a snicker from this 
| audience, 
| In the middle chorus 


;and adagio act of Duval, Merle and 
|Dee. Besides smacking home with 
| good comedy results on their knock- 
|about dance stuff, they intersperse 


the | their act with nifty adagi acro- | 
‘ y adagio and acro 
South | batic stunts, 


Topping the entire show is 


‘Broadway | Frances Arms who remains a solid 
open the bill with the} audience performer with her special | 


lyric tunes and her’ surehanded 
sense of showmanship. Great char- 
acter songs that indicate that Miss 
Arms can handle comedy character 
roles in legit and films. She is sure- 
fire with her dialect song in Irish, 
Italian and Yiddish accents. Whams 
home with her red-hot ‘advice to 


women’ number for the finale. 
Business excellent at the supper 
show on Friday (8). 


Gold. 


Girl | 


with both dialog and business failing | 


number | is sufficiently gripping to 
comes an excellent comedy ballroom | the catastrophe. 


| 


| 
| 


Also because of strict censorship, 
it’s noticeable that there’s no indi- 
cation of the terror in Berlin. That’s 
because there are no pix from that 
However, Paris, London and 
Warsaw show that war has certainly 
struck home deeply. 

From another standpoint, since 
this is more of a mechanized aerial 
warfare than the last world cata- 
clysm, it might be well, perhaps, 
‘second World War’ is not 
seen in its more horrific phases, The 
capitals of Europe, seething with 
their militaristic activity; the re- 
moval from London of children and 
the sick; the diplomatic corps, Cham- 
berlain, King George VI, Hitler, 
Beck—all these are shown. But war 
shots? Not one of consequence, 
though the reels, with their scream- 
ing headlines introductory to each 
series, feature ‘exclusive war news.’ 

At that, the behind the front news 
indicate 
And one thing is 
certain, all the reelers agree that the 
Reich’s fuehrer enveloped Europe in 
another world war. 


Graham McNamee, in his Uni- 
versal narrations, speaks of him sev- 
eral times as ‘the mad dog’; the 
others are synonomous in their 
phraseology. McNan.ee’s narration, 
however, is nothing more than the 
common denominator of American 
sentiment. There are many who 
would be less conservative. And 
then again, it’s the common credo of 
Americanism, freedom of speech. 

The defense of the neutral Nether- 
lands, with its trench-digging and 
general armament, harks back to a 
similar situation of 1914, when Bel- 


(Continued on page 45) 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (September 15) 
THIS WEEK (September 8) 


Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


Loew 


REW YORK CITY 
State (14) 

3 Trojans 

ferry Lawlor 

Paul Gerrits 

Nano Rodrigo Ore 
COLUMBUS 
Broad (15) 

“La Vie Paree’ 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (15) 

20 Rhythm Rockets 
Harry Kahne 
3 Swifts 
Loper & Barrat 
Staples & Cerny 
Edna Strong 


Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (13) 
Tarry Clinton Ore 

Cass Daley 

Dean Murphy 

John Gallus 
BUFFALO 
Boffalo (15) 

Renny Goodman O 


Shea & Raymond 


Chicago (15) 
Milt Herth 3 
Naitto Tr 
June Lorraine 
Serge Flash 
Buster Shaver 


PAUL GERRITS 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORE 
JEANNE DEVEREAUX 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 


VIA 


MARK J. LEDDY 


RKO 


NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (14) 
Flarrison & Fisher 
Paul Haakon 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Vivia Pires 
Nicholas Vasilieff 
Goodrich & Nelson 
Rabona Hasburg 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
BOSTON 
Boston (15-17) 
Monroe Bros 
EKden & Escorts 
Nan Rae 
King Sis 
Frank Gaby 
CHICAGO 
Palace (15) 
Chester Hale Gis 
Al Gordon Co 
PuVal, Merle & D 
Frances Arms 
(8) 
(hester Hale Gis 


Morton & Dennison 
DuVal, Merle & D 
Frances Arms 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (15) 
Jan Garber Orc 
West & Page 
Oxford Boys 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (15) 
Betty Grable 
Rochester 
Frankie Masters Or 
8 


( 
Artie Shaw Oro 
Lowe, Hite & 8 
Eunice Healey 
Shavo Sherman 
DAYTON 
Colonial (15) 
Louis Armstrong Or 
(8 


Bert Wheeler Co 
Rita Rio Ore 
Roberts & Martin 
Wells & Fuller 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (15) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Rose Ann Stevens 

Louis Prima 
Betty Bruce 
Don Cummings 
PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (15) 
Helen Reynolds Co 
Rolic-Alres 
Minnevitch Co 
Stuart Morgan Co 
Jimmy Durante 
(8) 


Sammy Kaye Ore 


Gloria Day 
Johnny Burke 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (15) 
Quintones 
16 Gae Foster Gls 
Siate Bros 
Jansleys 
Sonny Rice 
(8) 


Evans & Mayer 

16 Gae Foster Gis 
Fid Gordon 

R & B Ambrose 

Neiss Tr 


World’s Fair 


NEW YORK CITY 
Aquacade 
Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Everett Marshall 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Pete Desjardins 
Merrie England 
Paul Tremaine Orc 
Dagenham Pipers 
Aibertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 


Old New York 
Marion Eddy 
Ann Pennington 
Amy Revere 
Marion Weeks 
Tommy Privett 
Harry Spear 
Fred Ardath 
Jack Conway 
Ralph Delno 
Jack Howard 
Sam Kramer 
Jack Goldie 
Harry Pollard 
Hans Schweng 
Chester Hale Gls 
6 ‘Tiny Rosebuds 

Turkish Pavilion 
Sammy Kramar Orc 
Princess Hakki 
Christina Stefanova 


Independent 


NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (15) 
Calgary Bros 
Mario & Floria 
Gae Foster Gls 
Paul Ash Ore 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (15) 
Stapletons 
Charles Carrer 
Gloria Blake 
Kidoodlers 
Joe E Lewis 
State (14-16) 
Lloyd Nevada Co 
(One to fill) 
Revusical Rev 


(One to fill) 

6 Whirlwinds 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (15) 

Spencer & Foreman 


Bob Dupont 
Lynn Royce & V 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty 
Al & Emma Frabe!ll 
Lew Yorke 
(3 to fill) 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (13-15) 
Idyll & Billy Shaw 
Leon LaFell Co 
Lew Yorke 
(One to fill) 
Richards Adrian Co 
HARTFORD 
State (15) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Ray & Trent 
Ruthie Barnes 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (8) 
Stanton & Curtis 
Johnson & Dean 


Texas Tommy 
3 Heat Waves 
Jack Malerich Ore 
Lew Brock 
Patricia Wynn Co 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (8) 
Folies Bergere 
D'Amore & Anita 
kmile HKoreo 
Fred Sanborn 
Harold & Lola 
Tito Valdez 
3 Shyrettos 
George Bruay 
Vera Nargo 
Hib’t, Bird & La R 
PATERSON 


Major Bowes Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (15) 

Personalities 


Raymond Baird 
Wither Co 
Fay’s (14) 
Sally Keith 
Nellie Arnaut Bros 
Fase, Grant & B 
Lane Bros 
Ruth Craven 
16 Lonergan Gls 
PITMAN 
B'’way (16 only) 
(3 to fill) 

6 Whirlwinds 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay's (8) 
Grandma Perkins 

Bala Banows 
George Bell 
Whitey Roberts Co 
Janet May 


Cabaret Bills - 


NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Galiant’s 
Carier & Bowie 
Mitzi O'Neill 

Bill Bertolotti's 
Angelo’s Rh'mba Bd 
Lynn & Marion 
Madalyn White 
Louise Page 
Ann Sultana 
Jean Ellington 
Roberta Welch 

Bill's Gay 90's 
Billy Worraine 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 
Gus Wicke 
Jim Bishop 

Club 18 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Ruth Clayton 
Wilma Novak 
Gaye Dixon 
Frankie Hyers 

Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boyes 
Vince Curran 
Geo Clifford 
G Andrews Ore 

Club Gaucho 


Juan Makula Ore 
Maria Berta 
Pauvlita Rioja 
Nedra Madera 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Chocolateers 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Vodery Choir 
Cuban Casino 
Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marcano Ore 
Dolores & Rod’ guez 
Don Casanova 
La Milonguita 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritz! Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricolae 
Joe Howard 
Civde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chico 
Julian Huarte Ore 
Los Carren¢ 
Soledad Miralles 
Maria Lopez 
Famous 
Powell Ore 
Frances Faye 
Gavlord 
Jimmy Blair 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Jvanito Sanabria O 
Rosita Rios 
Raiph Torres 
El Caney 6 


Rosita Ortega 
Tapia 
Hickory House 
Louis Prima Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 


Orc | 


Cesar 


Ramos 


Astor | 


Kamon 
Hotel 
Sande W 


ams Orc | 


| H’tel Belmont-Plaza 


Basil Fomeen Ore 
Frazee Sis 
Carlos & Carita 
Harry Stevens 
Hotel Wiltmore 
Horace Heidt Orc 
Frankie Carle 
Bob Knight 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Larry Cotton 
Rob McCoy 
Fred Lowery 
Henry Russell 
Red Ferrington 
4 Heidt-Lighis 
Hotel Edtson 
Little Jack Little Oj} 
Hotel Essex House | 
Will McCune Ore 
Vince Laydell 
Hal Atkinson 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Mexymo Holt 
Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Ore 


Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 
(Ice Terrace) 
Shep Fields Ore 
Claire Nunn 
Nate Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Vera Hruba 
Douglas Duffy 
May Jude's 
Du Reine Farley 
Ronny Roberts 


(Manhattan Room) 

Pete Kent Ore 

toss MacLean 

Kathryn Tate 

Lee Miles 

Gwen Gary 

Hotel Purk Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Nat Brusiloff Ore 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Jack Leonard 
Edythe Wright 
Skeets Herfurt 


Art Baker 3 


. Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Orc 
Hildegarde 

Hotel St. Morita 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marissa Flores 
Velma Raye 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 


Freddy Steele 
Joe Rines Ore 
Jules Lande Ore 
Lucille La Marr 
Marie De Forest 
Barbara McLean 
Berniece Stewart 
Eddie Singer 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 
Nora Gale 
Harold Richards 
Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Pergy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 


Hal Kemp Ore 
Nan Wynn 

Xavier Cugat Oro 
Georges & Jalna 
Los Cuatro Huasos 
International Casino 


Deane Janis 

Honey Fam 

Henny Youngman 

Paul Sydell 

Lillian Carmen 

Ranny Weeks Ore 

l’aul Remos Co 

Antonio DeVera Or 

Lionel Rand Ore 

Margie Green 

kK Parsons-A Sweet 
Kit Kat Club 


Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Potty Rhodes 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
Pear! Bains 


La Conga 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Costello 
Velero Sis 


Pancho & Dolores 

feresita Osta 
Larue 

Eddie Davis Ore 


| Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Tiseale 3 
Larry Murphy 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Ramona Ore 
Godoy's Conga Bd 
La Playa Tr 

Miami Room 
Jerry Livingston O 
Don DeVodi Ore 
Graziella Parraga 

Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 

Paradise 
Emery Deutsch Ore 
Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Gil & B Mason 
Vera Ellen 
Buddy & B Brunell 
Rob Parker 
Vicki Allen 
Barry McKinley 
Valva Valentinoff 
Rex Weber 


Les Ghezzis Co 
Queen Mary 

Joe Ellis Ore 

Consuelo Flowerton 

Rila Dau 

Jean Walters 

Roberta Waish 

Nina Allen 

Radio Frank's Club 

Dorothy Whitney 

Fred Whitney 

Fred Bishop 

Ethel Gilbert 

Joe Gallagher 
Rainbow Grill 

Barry Winton Ore 

Marlynn & Michael 
Rainbow Room 

Al Donahue Ore 

Paula Kelly 

Jack Cole Co 

Revuers 

Anna Austin 

Florence Lessing 


Eddie Le Baron Ore 


Russian Kretchma 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Serge! Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 
Mischa Novey 
Volodia Katov Ore 
Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Bobby Day Ore 


Herbert Melags 
Slim Tanner 

Hilda Elfonte 
Angela Velez 
Evelyn Joyce 

Stork Club 

Sonny Kendis Ore 
Monchito Ore 


Versailles 
Nicholas d’Amico O 
Panchito Ore 
Teddy Rodriguez Co 
Juanita Rios 
Nina Orla 
Mary Willis 
Margo Vincente 
Roy Bruce 
Ted Bruce 
Oscar Lopez 


Village Barn 
Howard Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Suliivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 


Whirling Top 


Geo Morris Orc 
Irene Stanley 

G & © Herbert 

Russell Dracken 
Margaret Scott 

Sally Payne 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl 


Mardoni & Louise 
Paul Regan 
Armida 

Park & Clifford 
Jimmy Grier Orc 
Evelyn Farney 


Cafe Caliente 


Diana Castillo 
Pepe Suarez Orc 


Luz Vasquez 


Cafe La Maze 


Wini Shaw 
Hal Borne Ore 


Club Bali 


George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 


Cocoanut Grove 


Paul Draper 

Larry Adler 

Orrin Tucker Ore 
Earl Carroll 

Ken Stevens 

3 Lovely Sis - 

3 Nonchalants 

Ed Angulardo Ore 

Nirska 

Lamberti 

Johnny Woods 

Four Hot Shots 

Lela Moore 

Susan Miller 

Bervl Wallace 

Reginald Craig 

Igor & Tanya 

Archie Bleyer Ore 

Florentine Garden 

Hudson & Vicky 

3 Olympic Aces 

Nicky Carol 

Annabel Lee 

Caprino Sis 

Bill Roberts Ore 

R & N Taynton 

Grace Hayes Lodge 

Allan Carney 

Robert Bard 

John Black 

Robert Pinkus 

Grace Hayes 

Lind Hayes 

Joe Frisco 

Charlie Foy 

Yvonne Moire 

Nick Cochran Ore 


Hawaiian Paradise 

Mabel Kealoha 

Pau Kealoha 

Sam Koki Ore 
Indigo Cafe 

Sid Brown 

Jimmy Ellard 

Jack Frost 

Jean Evans 

Helen Easton 


Ta Conga 
Doris Jann 
E Chavez Ore 
Dave Miller Ore 
Little Club 


Walter Dyson 


Ella Hunt 

Jane Jones 

Paul Kendall 

Grace Palmer 
Marcus Daly 

Don Francisco Ore 


The Mandalay 
Murtah Sis 
Tommy Blake 
June Kilgoier 
Glen Paget 
Joe Oritz 


Palomar 
Lionel Kaye 
George West 
Madie & Ray 
Dick Rogers 
Will Osborne Ore 


Paris Inn 


Tiny Burquin 
Pons & Claudette 
Dominic 

Dou Eddy 

Lillian Tours 
Parmalee & D 
Marg'rite & M’rtinez 
Ken Henryson 
Eric Massey 
Henry Monet 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


“It” Cafe 


Noni Mitchell 
Max Fidler Ore 
Seven Seas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hiwk Bhaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 
Slapsy Maxie’s 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Virginia Mathews 
Jerry Brandow 
Benny Baker 
Saminy Cantor 
Moore & Lewis 
Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Harry Ringlana 
Lou Sailee Ore 


Swannee Inn 
King Cole 3 


Ore 


Topsy's 
Lillian Tours 
Don Eddy 
Jack & J O'Neill 
Roy Loomis 
Bert Emerson 
Auburn & Dodge 
Wallace Milam 
Eddie Searles 
Topsynettes 
John Cascales Ore 


Trocadero 


| Emil Coleman Ore 


Victor Hugo 


Lionel Hampton 
Ben Goodman Ore 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
H MeccCreery 
Don & Audrey 

(The Butters) 


Ore 


LeM | 
| Vivian 


LeMaire Rhumba O | 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gls 
Bert Granoff 


DeMar & Denice 

Wes Whitehouse 

Ethel Todd 

Herby Walsh 

Re a Fields 

Phil Levant Orc 
Blackhawk 

Johnny Davis ") 

Pon Pedro Ore 

Billv Owen 

Betty Lou 

June Glory 

Jimmy Byrnes 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 
Aristo 


Dale Evans 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 


Annette Kennedy 
Joe Naraulli 
Gertrude Tobin 
Bob Billings 
Broadmont 
Lydia Harris 
Bop-O-Lyn Gis 
Phil Bernard 
Dumas & Anita 
Sunny Stone 
Winifred Charles 
Herb Rudolphs Orc 


Chez Buckley 


Frank Donisa 
Betty Saxon 

Joy Kalese 

Nona 

Sam Bromberg Ore 


rats Ore 


Chez Paree 


Harry Richman 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Rose Blane 

De Angelo & Porter 
Trixie 

Ruth Daye 


| Ann 


Evans Gis 

Club Al 
White 
Stewart 
Mickey Winters 
Mickey Dunn 
Bolen 
Harris Ore 


Club Alabam 


Ann Suter 
Sadie Moore 
Rio & Rita 


Hal 


Oliver 


Bee Haven 

| Bernie Adler 
Allen Cole 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Orc 
Dale 
Ecaie Roth Oro 


Club Minuet 
i Chandler 


Anton 
Marcelle Gardner 
Willa Runyon 
| Betty Hill 
| Phyllis Noble 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 
Colony Clab 
Dwight Fiske 
Fernando Canay Or 
Lew Fidler Orc 
Colosimos 
Wiltie Shore 
toth & Berdun 
Ada Lenard 
Jan Prinz 
Modie & LeMaux 


Mildred Jordan 
June Carson 

Del Ohrel 

Ken & Svd Page 
Frank Quatrell Orc 
Pronaph Gls 


Clab Delisa 


Mary Dixon 
Tarza 

Billie & Billy 
Smith 
Wesley Long 
Paivry Styies 
Billy Ecastein 
Rhythm Willle 
Charles Isom 
Pettelic Gis 


ted Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 

Joe Vera 
(Pompeiian Rm) 
Irving Margraft 
Dutch's 
Ralph Cook 
Dolly Doline 
Collette 
Marte!l & Dawn 
Dot King 
Knowlan Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


ote 
(Beach Watk) 


Will Osborne Ore 
Dick Rogers 
Kay, Katya & Kay 
Judy Burrows 
The Nighthawks | 
Harriet Smith als | 
Herb Foote 

885 Club 
Raymond Aria3 O 
Carrell & Gorman 
Carmen Marin 


Franke’s Casino 
Buddy Kirbie 
Bob Tinsley Ore 

Gay 90's 

Dick Buckley 
Duane & Doree 
Sandy Creighton 
Ethel Brown 
Dolores Green 
Bob Danders Jr Or 


Gsraemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Vall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Vics 
Harry’s New York 
Ralph Cook 
Flo-enz 
Betty Atkinson 
Vantine & Cazar 
Cecil Blair 
Eva Bastian 
Hoveler Gis 
Nino Renaldo Ore 

Hickory Inn 
Pancho Villa Ore 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 

Hi Hat 
Belva White 
Mary Stone 
Marmon Sis 
Martin Barnett 
Guy Cherney 
Sid Lang Ore 


Ivanhoe 
Kit Kat 4 
Al Trace 


Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Kay Becker 
L’Aiglon 
W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdl 
Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Milt Herth Ore 
Dorothy Convers 
Liberty Inn 
Eddie Snyder 
Gail Lawerence 
Libby Scott 
Renee Hartman 
Evelyn Waters 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Oreo 
Limehouse 
Bob Tank Ore 
Little Club 
Betty Brooks 
Lea Spencer 
Al Johnson 
MecLaughlin’s 
Stan Carter 
Libby Scott 
Honey Lee 
Ann Heim 
Helen DuWayne 
Stan Rittoff Orc 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyrter 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Stan Ritoff Ore 

June St Claire 
Nameless 
Melody King 
Al Lane 
Eddie Leon 
Lauretta De Boer 
Nappo Gardens 


Marv 


Angelica 

Elinor Johnson 
llo Niles 
Marion Vamber 
Evelyn Ford 
Henry Costalano 
Bill Picolo 


Rita Rose 
Ken Matts Ore 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Octet 

Robert Kessler 
Franz & Fritz 
Sally Sharrat 
Swiss Hill Billles 
Herbie Ore 


PHILADELPHI 


Anchorage 
Jean Sargent 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Ann Kirwin 
Shalita & Carlton 
Benneo Dicco 


Cadillac Tavern 


Ozzie Wells 
Mimi Stewart 


| 


Henrique & Adr'nne | 
Billy Hayes Ore 
Cafe Moroney 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Tessie Nelson 
Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pit Procelli 
Nikki Nikolal 
Betty Williams 
Frankle Senluth 
Walt Temple Oro 
Club Morocco 
Agnes Willis 
Charlie Gains Ore 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
J.) 
Niffin & Dell 
Warren Countiss 
Mary Ramsay 
Norman Larcey 
Joe Kraft Orc 
Dolly Vaughn 
June Eldridge 


Dutkin’sRathskeller 
3 Peppers 


Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Joe Reichman Ore 
Cardini 
Minor & Roost 
Peter Higgins 
Gertrude Simmons 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Dome) 


James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 

Ilion Niles 

Jill Warner 
Jerry Glidden 


(Panther Room) 
Henry James Ore 
Connie Haines 
Boggie Woogies 
Mugesy Spanier Or 
Carl Marx 


Rose Bowl 


Bernard & Henrie 
George Moore 
Wharton Sis 

Del Prado Ore 

Al Robinsons Ore 


Silver Bar 


Lennie Baylinson 

Harry Linden 

Dewey Harris 

Esther Whittington 

Donna Faye 

Virginia Whittier 

Betty Zeal 

Joe Grant 

Ginger Greene 
Silver Cloud 

Bud Bartell 

Lopez & Linden 

Elinor Daniels 

Flo Paulos 

Ed Wayne 

Les Rovle 

Hazel Zalus 


Silver Frolics 


Harry Harris 
Babe Sherman 
Les Doyle 
Fay ‘Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Madelon MacKenzie 
Connie Fasesaw 
Sally O’Day 
Marne 
Zonia 
Anita Jacobi 
Dianne Shaw 
Leoni Thurston 
Betty & L Cook 
Boots Burns 
Joan Wovcds 
Taylor & /.llen 
Jessie Rosella 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Subway 
Florence Ivelson 
Al Garbell 
Lolita 
Rozicka Kardoz 
Julie Mee 
Connie Rogers 
Jackie Darling 
Marcia 
Harry Saix Ore 

Suzie ‘Q’ 
Hal Barbour 
Desne Page 
Millicent DeWitt 
Vivion Stewart 
Red Wilson Ore 
Thompson's 16 Ciub 


Ray Revnolds 
4 Sharps Ore 
Easter & Hazelton 
Annette 
Nicki & Vicki 
Helen DuWayne 
Rea Jones 
Marsh McCurdy 
Three Deuces 
Bahy Dodds 
Charles McBride 
Darnell Howard 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 
Tower inn 


Sam Haas 
Inez Gonan 


Mary Grant 
Madeline Gardner 
Lee Gls 

Naomi 


Wayne 

3 Hawaiians 

Frank Davis Oro 
Town Club 

May de Fili 

Margie Dale 

Frankie Donia 


Eloise Land 
Kathleen hay 
Byron & Willis 
Bob White 


Joe Nitt 
Villa Moderne 
Parker & 
Carlos Molinas Ore 
Cabot 
Lucia Garcia 
Vine Gardens 


i Ore 


Alice Adele Cave 
Angelo Lippech 
Richard Denzler 
Hansl Christl 
Frank Ponti 
ettes 
Madele » S} 
Jewel Ello 
Roberts 
Irving Braslow Ore 
Le ea 
Embassy 
Yvette Rugel | 
Hal Hutchinson 
Kiet Brodell 
Ann Hudson 
kedro Blanco Ore 
George Clifford 
Mary Dooley 
| Edith Cunningham 


Jimmy Parrish 
1523 Club 
Swing King Ore 
3 Debs 
Ethelind Terry 
Beverly Fisher 
Dolores Merrill 
Lorene Rhoda 
Gay 90's 
Charley Kay 
Billy Irons 
Thurman Berry 
Betty King 
Lilly May 
Pepper Welsh 
Aquilla Holmes 
Skippy Wiiliams 
Juanita Johnson 
Chie Williams Ore 
Graber's Hof srau 
Harlon Hale & Co 


Fredricks | 


Dotty Small 
Emily Moore 
Marie Fitzpatrick 


Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Robby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 
Hildebrand’s 
Leslie Sis 
Warren Durkin 
Billy Brill 
Dotty Norma & P 
Cnarlie Nied 
Blossom Gis 
Abe Sherr 
Aimee Joy 
Hobby Lee Oro 
Hildebrand 3 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Roof) 
Frank Fisher 
Habe Reid 
Al Vierra 
Lei Nani 
Aloha Kaimi 
Leina Ala 


Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
iarney Zeeman 
Bob Russell 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Lillian Carmen 
Petty Keane 
Crawford & Caskey 
Bob Ripa 

Manno & Strafford 
Jimmy Blake 

Joe Frasetto Ore 


Jack's Grille 


Ruth Webb 
Johnny Cahill 
& Renee 
Pegsy Eames 
Josephine Boyle 
Jeanette Idler 
Paul Kane 

Geo Altmiller Ore 


Lexington Casino 
Bob White 

Mary Navis 

Mary Navis Bd 
Cashie Costello 
Artie Nelson 

Dick Thomas 
Kelier Sis 

Jean Niles 

Mike Jaffree 

3. Tornedos 
Lexington 3 

Rube. Johnny & E 
Doce Dougherty Ore 
Harry Rose 


Lido Venice 
Sid Raymond 
Barnett & Barclay 
Peggy Martin 
Helene Martin 
Jamboree Orc 


Little Rathskeller 


4 Ink Spots 
Dorothy Henry 
Winton & Diane 
Wood & Whalen 
Ann Page 
Vera Area 
Victor Hugo Oro 
Manoa Inn 
Sam Crawford 
Joe Lenedict 
Ear! Lester Ore 
Wade & Wade 
Eleanoro Landy 
Diane Rochelle 
Edyth Gallade 


Athletie Culb 


Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 
Ethel Seidel 
Don Pedro Ore 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Eddie South Ore 

Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Ore 

Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobson Ore 
Magiey Gls 
Jolnny Poat 
Thelma Ward 
Laurene Nevell 
Willie Smith 
Will Miggie 
Alien & Hodges 
Virginia Gibson 
Florence Henshaw 

Chez Paree 
Wally Valentine 

Ore 

Clover Club 
Brynd Oro 
Horvath 
Faye Roberts 


2 Coeds 

Rick & Snyder 
Club Yorest 

Virginia Grey 

Berdine Dickson 

HIelen Kaye 

Vera Welsh 


| 


Gordon 


Gavin White 
Nadine Walsh 


Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding Or 
Arturo & Evelyn 

Edina Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 


Club Milwaukean 
Otto Rik Ore 
Club Sahara 


hter 


Gordie Bennett Ore 


Club Terris | 
Gensch Orc 


Mona Henderson 
|; Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 


Congo Club 
Randolph & R 


Christine Mayberry 
| Irma Wagner 
Yvonne HKroadway 


Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Ore 


Leonard Gay 
Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 

Ksobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen 
Zastrow 
Jack Faye 

Devines Eagles 
Carl Lorch Ore 
Shirley Dean 
Jackie Fischer 
Freddie Fisher Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 

Mamile’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 


New Leader Cafe 
Harry McKay 
Billie Beck 

Open Door 
Keller Twins 
La Vone 
Jim Rossi 


Peacock Gardens 


Sylvan Herman O 
Ann Reed 
Purple Derby 
Billy Fitzgerald 
Billy Burns 
Jimmy Evans 
Ann White 
Den Anton Ore 
Ann Laurel 
Gene La Mar 
Margie, Betty & #8 
Biily Fitzgerald 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Miidred Rogers 
Raiph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 
Tuttle Ore 
Patsy O'Neill 
Frankié Dumont 
Stamp's Cafe 
Jack & Johnny 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Anne Howard 
Charlie Howard 
Grace O'Hara 
Welsh & Winters 
Santos & Elvira 
Marty Bohn 
Dot Landy 
Nancy Lee 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Op 
Alice Lucey 
Doris Fields 
Jane Patterson 
Musie Hall Gig 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
Lee Lamond 
Stephanie & Craig 
Venice Grille 
Tanya Garth 
Arlene & Alcare 
Charlie Garvey 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Patsy 
Viking Cafe 
Francis Deva 
Katherine King 
Murray Parker 
Marty Burke Ore 
Geo Rogers 
Jerry Rogers 
Wagon Wheel 
Joe O'Shea 
Al Bastian Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Bill Harris 
Chiquita 
Edie, Jack & Betty 
Pattie Cranford 
Rollo & Verna 
Clayton & Phillips 
Syd Golden 
Elsie Hart 
Senor Carmina 
Raths’r Eldoradiane 


Vacht Club 
Jimmy Bailey 


Kitty Helmling Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Billy Baer Ore 
Roy Bast 
Virg Hoffman 


Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhofft 
Marguerite Dibble 

Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Ore 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 

Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
Betty Gray 
Victor 
Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 

Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring 
Helen Everett 
6 Brucettes 
Avis Kent 
Joe Rio 
Ray Martell 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emera!d 
Johnny Davis Ore 

Modernistic 
Jan Garber Ore 
Captain Gregg 
Len Esche 
Maureen Rosay 
Steve Swedis Ore 

Oasis 
Rert Bailey Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Hetdelberg 


| Eddie Zipp Ore 


Donna LuPau 


Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 
Rae 
Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 
Sandra Lynn 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Cre 
Kenny Kay 
Little Ray 


Plankinton House 
(Red Room) 
Marlow Sis 
Plantation Clab 
Bert Batley Ore 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 


Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Oro 

Grace Brown 

Rendezvous 13 

La Nore Sis 

Helen Shower 

Evelyn Varr 

Jerry Lynn 

Billy Lamont 
Reno 


Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 


(Continued on page 46) 
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42 VARIETY 


dal 19G l| ? 31¢ ‘Burlesque’ to mild Just | ANT? 
so notices on former strip tease art- | 
Call S Vv Ips 9 e Z ; it's dramatic performance. | DELAY “MERCH | 


William 


Broadway did not fare so well 
during Labor Day week although the 
solution of the actors-stagehands 
fight prevented possible darkening of 
legit showshops. Final week of 
August was much better and when 
the upturn receded, closing notices | 
went up for two attractions. 

Although the trend was down- 
ward, one show not affected un- 
favorably was ‘Yokel Boy,’ which 
moved forward. The musical had 
fared moderately well for a time, 
then started climbing. It was 
quoted approaching $19,000 last week 
and further improvement is antici- 
pated. Advance sale of second floor 
tickets is regarded as_ especially 
favorable. 

Extra matinees on the holiday 
were well supported, but attendance 
at night and on Tuesday (5) was 
way off, result being that most 
grosses for the week dropped despite 
nine performances, declines’ of 
$1,500 to $2,500 beine registered. | 
Eight shows are in rehearsal, but | 
premieres are some weeks away. 

‘Leave It To Me’ reopened last 
week (4) after considerable doubt, 
but business at the Imperial was dis- 
appointing, and it closes Saturday. 
Then to the road after a four-week 
gap. Takings are quoted around 
$15,000 for last week, not enough for 
a musical of its type. The other an- 
nounced closing is ‘The American 
Way,’ which stops Sept. 23, after 
having declined from $23,000 to $19,- 
000 last week. 

‘Scandals,’ which had a _ strong 
starting pace, slipped the second | 
week, being estimated slightly under 
$19,000, which is said to be okay, 
however. Leadership of ‘Heilzapop- 

in’ was not challenged. It got 

1,000 again, but the added matinee 
did not aid materially, same being 
true with others. 

Next week, the Empire will relight 
with a stock revival of ‘Journey’s | 
End.’ Only other September en- 
trant listed is ‘See My Lawyer,’ due | 
at the Biltmore, Sept. 25. It will be 
the first straight show of the season. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth | 
(48th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Slipped | 
as did most shows last week; may | 
round out a year’s stay, however; | 
$6,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden, 
(52nd week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Will 
reach one-year mark next week; big | 
money again, though extra matinee | 
did not boost the gross; $31,000. 

‘Leave It to Me’ (38th week) (M- | 
1,468; $3.30). Second and final week | 
| 
| 


| 


of resumed engagement; initial 
stanza of resumption was under ex- 
ectations, with takings quoted at 
15,000; goes to road. 
‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(22d week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Holi-| 
day did not benefit here either: | 
gross estimated at $13,500; due for | 
road after another two weeks. | 
‘Scandals,’ Alvin (3d week) (R- 
1,387; $4.40). High scale at pre- 
miere helped the first week, but sec- | 
ond week’s gross was slightly under | 
$19,000; considerable difference from 
starting pace, yet some profit. 
‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (13th | 


Bway Off, ‘Yokel Slick $19,000, 


;mately 3,400 as of the end of Au- 


| an unusually good investment at this time because of the Guild’s promising 


| wood play for the Lunts.’ 


' words, the investment would be on the physical property of the theatre 
' itself. and would have no direct relation to the Guild’s production sched- 


| tioned for the show. Musical probably will be spotted into the Imperial, 


| to managerial ranks. 
also played at the Ivoryton (Conn.) strawhat for a couple of seasons. | Sept. 23 in Rochester, N. Y. 
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GYPSY MILD $4,000 


_Ex-Stripper, Teamed with Robert- 
son in ‘Burlesque,’ Brooklya 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


Brooklyn, Sept. 12. 


‘Cavalcade’ Still Sets Frisco Pace 
At Fair, 346; Folies Hefty $28,000 


Rose Lee and Guy Robertson doing | 


Current is ‘Rocket to Moon,’ with | 
Harrigan. Pencilled for | 
inext week is Esther Ralston and 
| Helen Twelvetrees in ‘Greeks Had a, 
| Word for It.’ | ‘Merchant of 


900 STILL ON THE FTP pelle 
SEEK SWITCHES 


Hardwicke’s War Status Holds Off 
Wharton-Gabel Play 


Venice’ 


revival 


|settlement of Sir Cedric 
|wicke’s status with the British war 
|) office. Actor is in London and has 
‘volunteered for service, but the war 
if and 


There are still about 900 persons J A SANS LEGIT AS 


on the Federal Theatre Project pay- | | 
rolls in New York out of approxi- | ‘ ? S oe | Shee hasn't advised him 
ye MIKADO QUIT ’ ,when he might be needed. 
Hardwicke would star in ‘Mer- | 

Los Angeles, Sept. 12. chant’ and Jo Mielziner has been! 

Town is dark this week so far as Slated to do the sets. 


gust. Transferrals to other WPA 
projects have been very limited but 
regular legit houses are concerned. | 


é : | Last to fold was El Capitan, Holly- | 
may accept ihe pick and shovel as: | | DISCHARGE CARROLL | 
FROM BANKRUPTCY 


signments; which call for $55 month- | Biltmore, Mayan and Belasco, in 


ly pay on a 130-hour basis. | downtown sector, are awaiting new | 

Efforts are being made to transfer tenants. 
reci = Estimate for Last Week 

ve appreciable number of players od ‘Mikado—in Swing,’ E! Capitan, 

clerical positions, but it’s claimed by | Hollywood (R-1.465;. $1.50). All- 

WPA chiefs that preference is not | Negro revue, originally started by 

to be expected since other profes-/| Federal Theatre Project, wound up 

sional people, including lawyers and 


Federal judge Samuel Mandel- 
baum Thursday (7) approved the 
final report of referee Robert P. 
Stephenson and discharged him of 
the duties in the Earl Carroll bank- 
——_—_—_—____—___—_— | ruptcy. The producer had filed his 

i ° petition Oct. 8, 1936, listing liabilities 

of $983,892 and assets of $410,646. Of 

Inside Stuff—Lesit the assets, $410,296 were uncollected 
debts. 

The final report of the referee, which 

Limited number of Theatre Guild cumulative 6% income bonds, $1,000 
par value, are currently being offered by brokers for $235 each. Letters 
received last week by various theatrical people explaind that the bonds are a 1% dividend to general creditors, 
would require the estate having 
$6,606. All that is left is $597. An 
offer of $100 made in September, 
1938, was accepted for Carroll's in- | 
terests in 16 plays and 16 songs. 

When the bankruptcy was filed, 
ule or season prospects. Theatre building is owned a 
ent corporative setup than that of the Theatre Guild producing outfit. | Seventh Corp. $366,632 ek 
Thus, the letter errs in calling them Theatre Guild bonds. [lease of the Carroll theatre; Harms, | 

Ethel Merman likes the title, ‘Dubarry Was a Lady,’ the new B. G. | ie ir ee a ee 
deSyiva musical, so well that her contract specifies it can’t be changed. | $400.000 i ee lianaae be soon pe 

ert Lahr, co-starred, is cast as the washroom attendant at ‘21,’ in love sere aie sad en $12 477 
with Miss Merman, a film star, whose heart belongs to Phil Regan, @\ as an advance on the eighth edition | 
Broadway columnist. Miss Merman’s ‘Eadie’ character flashes back to the | je the ‘Vanities’ = r 
Fench Renaissance period, and she becomes Dubarry. : | i 

A new book by Herb Fields and DeSylva (score by Cole Porter) elim- 
inated Bert Wheeler and Charles Butterworth, who also had been men- 


satisfactory stay, grabbing good 
doctors, have accepted laboring jobs. $5,000 on final stanza. 


! 


the coming season. Letters specifically mentioned the Guild’s 
‘The Philadelphia Story,’ and the ‘forthcoming Robert E. Sher- 
According to Guild officials, the issue in ques- 
In other 


outlook for 
current hit, 


tion is not a Theatre Guild bond, but is for the Guild theatre. 


under 


| 


Chatterton Play Opens | 


Tryout Tour Sept. 23 


Jean Rodney, who, with Erik Charell is co-producer of the forthcoming, ‘Tonight We Dance’ (formerly 
swing version of ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ is a comparative newcomer |‘Manana to You’ and ‘You Can’t Eat 
She appeared in ‘The Women’ and ‘Stop-Over’ and | Goldfish’) will open a tryout tour 
It will | 
She was play reader and stage manager for Cheryl Crawford, having been | then go to Cleveland, Detroit and 
associated with the production of and had a part in ‘All the Living.” Be-| after that will play an indeterminate 
sides being one of the backers of last season’s ‘Outward Bound’ revival, engagement in Chicago. Comedy 
she has a share in the Westmore makeup company and owns a block of | went into rehearsal last week under 
stock in one of the major film companies. She is in her 20's, the daughter Auriol Lee’s direction. Ruth Chat- 
of Earle Rodney, Wall Street broker. |terton is presenting, in association | 
| with the Shuberts. 

Marking their severance from the headquarters staff of Equity, James; In addition to Miss Chatterton. the | 
O'Neill and Harry Lane were tendered a party at the N. Y. apartment of | cast includes Barry Thomson. Lila 
Ruth Richmond, executive secretary of Chorus Equity, Friday (8) evening. | Lee, Marcel Journet, Lester Cham- 
Hosts were former associates. Lane was presented with a traveling bag, Robert Wallsten 


N. Y. Dawn Roland, last in the Merman-Durante musical, ‘Stars in Yout 
Eyes,’ probably will also be a featured dancer in the new show. Edgar 
MacGregor may stage. Goes-into rehearsal Oct. 9. 


bers, and Shirley 


| clude 


week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Again run- | 05'S were 
ner-up to the leading ‘Hellzapoppin’ ; O'Neill's gift being an onyx clock. Both have been pensioned by Equity, | 


by slight margin, last week’s takings | Former is going to California, latter remaining in N. Y. It’s O'Neill's wish 
approximating $20,000. | to devote part time duties to the association. 

‘The Ameriean Way,’ Center (29th | | 
week) (D-3,433; $2.20). Announced | Its indicated that next summer will find Atlantic City again favored for | 
a3 going out at end of next week) preakins. Recent engagement there, at the Garden Pier, of George White's | 


pr Scandals’ demonstrated the possibility of drawing exceptional grosses | 


000 last week. | there. | 
‘The Little Foxes,’ National (31st; Formerly the resort was favored for tryouts by leading legit producers. | 


week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Somewhat | Asbury Park, too, was frequently used. Custom of spring showings stead- | 
affected by the offish going after’ ily declined, however, with the start of Broadway seasons being pushed 
Labor Day; still turning some profit, back. : 
however; $10,500 estimated. 

‘The Story,’ Shubert 


(25th week) (C-1.367; 30). as | 
averaged ll, $21,000 _ a — wrestling as a sport hobby. Insisting on grappling with a fellow who knows 


gagement to date: eased off but great the racket, Burke got a fall or two, whereupon his opponent remarked: 
money for straight show ending its | ‘Now rl show you something.’ Result: one broken rib. 
re month; dipped to $17,500 last Burke’s brother Bob, of the Tyson agency, is also off the mat game, | 
week. 


| remembering a supposedly playful setto with Ed. ‘Strangler’ Lewis, who | 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (301st| applied a series of headlocks resulting in Bob being dizzy for days j 
rama still in the going; modest places 
grosses but profitable; “averaging | .. — and Country, class monthly magazine, has started a series of 
$4,000. profiles on legit producers, idea being to highlight the younger successful | 


‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (11th week), ™2masers who drew attention without having a Broadway background | 
(R-1,107; $3.30). Climbing; all low-| P®lor to entering show business. Among those selected for the pre 
priced tickets sold in advance; ap-| 2%¢ Dwight Deere Wiman, Brock Pemberton, Vinton Freedley and Gilbert 
proached $19,000 last week, top for, Miller. Latter is an exception to the mag’s general formula, being the 
engagement and is expected to go, son of the late star, Henry Miller. Starter, appearing in the current issue, 


higher. 
ADDED | is on Pemberton, 
ns an eedles,’ Windsor (93d | ‘ 
week) (R-981; $1.65). Business | Ellis St. Joseph, who’s dramatizing ‘Black Narcissus’ for William A. 


varies somewhat according to the| Brady, is getting his initial shot at the bigtime with the tack. Brady 
trends, but takings continuously chose him, after interviewing numerous other name playwrights, because 
profitable at moderate levels: $6,000 | he Was SO impressed with St. Joseph's dramatization of his own short story, 
last week. ; Passenger to Bali.” No date set yet for opening of ‘Narcissus.’ Book, 
; ; r B written by Rumer Godden, is now third on the best-seller list. 
etter | 
| “Death, Mr. President’ or ‘Mr. President.’ both of which are tentative 
is touted as another Lincoln play that figures to be an 
cness Pavilion, N. Y. roadway entry this fall. In well-informed , is ; 
He critically ill last finest script in seasons. 
week, but Monday (11) it was stated’ Play was authored b i 
\ ' y Paul Horgan and will be produced b 
at the hospital that he was improved. | Pemberton, who has not made a definite casting As agg MAR 
Father of Betty Lawford, legit '.Manager has not decided either if that show or ‘The Nutmeg Tree’ will be 
player, he’s over 70. | his starting presentation, 7 : 


Pririer. Natalie Schafer had been 
erroneously announced for the cast. 
Stewart Chaney is doing the sets. 


this summer. 


Barrymore Toothache 


| 


| Broadway fo 
| Show was given a strawhat tryout) strawhats for four weeks 


San Francisco, Sept. 12. 
Only legit show on the mainland 
this week is ‘White Cargo,’ currently 
in its fourth week at the Alcazar. 
Cut rate tickets for it are quite 
plentiful. 
‘Cavalcade of the Golden West’ 


planned by Carly Wharton and Mar-| contiyues to top ‘Folies Bergere’ as 
(1,400; $1). tin Gabel is in abeyance pending | the big money-getter at the exposi- 
Harda- | tion. 


Favorable weather is helping 
the outdoor ‘Cavalcade’ and is hurt- 
ing the indoors ‘Bergere’ somewhat. 
There had been some hurry to get 
tickets for the French show follow- 
ing rumor that some of the cast may 
have to leave the show for war. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘White Cargo,’ Alcazar (4th week) 
(1,250; $1.10). Starting to sag and 
plans already laid to bring in a new 
show shortly; weak $4,000 last week. 
TREASURE ISLAND 


‘Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (29th week) (7,000; $1.10). 
Holding up better than any other 
show on the Island. Last week's 
$34,000 great considering length of 
run, 

‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium (5th week) (3,300; 75c). Show 
is getting better word-of-mouth pub- 
licity since it has been tightened. 
Play from visitors over Labor Day 
weekend was hefty, lifting take for 
the week to socko $28,000. 


BOYAR IN TIEUP WITH 
CHARELL AND RODNEY 


Ben A. Boyar, for years general 
manager for Max Gordon, has joined 


| the Erik Charell-Jean Rodney office 


in the same capacity. He has sev- 
ered his connections with the Gor- 
don office. 

First Charell-Rodney offering will 
be a swing version of ‘Midsummer 
Night’s Dream,’ with a score by 
Benny Goodman and_ book by 
Charell. Goodman may or may not 
be in the show, but others set in- 
Maxine Sullivan, Butterfly 
McQueen, Oscar Polk, Nicodemus, 
Add Bates and Dorothy Maguire. 
Show goes into rehearsal about mid- 
October and will probably go into 
the Center, N. Y. 

Although ‘Dream’ will be the first 
production in which Miss Rodney 
has had billing, she was associated 
with last season’s revival of ‘Out- 
ward Bound.’ 


Wilder Cured of Acting 
Will Stick to Writing 


Six weeks of doing the commen- 
tary in ‘Our Town,’ which he au- 
thored, has cured Thornton Wilder 
of the actor-bug. He declared he'll 
never take to the stage again, con- 
centrating for the present on a 
melodrama with regular sets, un- 
like ‘Our Town,’ which plays on a 


bare stage. 


‘Town” on 
and. in 


Wilder appeared in 


two weeks 


Lens Crew East 
Hollywood, Sept. 12. 


Camera crew is en route to Peter- 
Orphans Children’, Chi boro, N. H., to shoot backgrounds 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 


for Sol 


Lesser’s ‘Our Town.’ It’s 


Chicago is without a legit show, | Lesser’s first release for United Art- 


a rarity in this town. Blame for the | ists. 


Barrymore's infected tooth. 
Dear Children,’ the 
starrer, had been doing excellently 
until Barrymore came down with 
the ailment about 10 days ago. 


This marks the second break in the 


‘My 


| show’s run here, a previous Barry- 


more indisposition stalling the run 
there several weeks ago. 

Due in town shortly is ‘The White 
Steed,’ at the Harris, and also indi- 
cated as a possibility is ‘Mikado in 
Swing.’ 


Coogan in Coast ‘Life’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 12. 
Jackie Coogan and Mary Brian 
will be featured in ‘What a Life,’ 
third play of the Southern California 
Playgoers series at Philharmonic 
Auditorium Feb. 2 and 3. Other roles 


_in the George Abbott comedy. will 


be played by Frank McGlynn, 
Josephine Dunn and Suzanne Cau- 
baye. Coogan will be in Legitimate 
Theatre Corp's road show of ‘Life’ 

Opening the season will be ‘Golden 
Boy,’ Nov. 17-18, 


Barrymore | 


Tom Burke, former boxoffice treasurer, now a ticket broker, has dropped present legit absence is due to John | 
o 


} 
| 
| 
| 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Time of Your Life’—Theatre 


| Guild-Eddie Dowling. 


‘Tonight We Dance’ (‘You Can’t 
Eat Goldfish’ )—Shuberts. 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen’—Gilbert 


Miller. 


‘I Married an Angel?) (road)— 
Dwight Deere Wiman. 

‘The Man Who Came for Dinnet’ 
—Sam H. Harris. 

‘Skylark’—John Golden. 

‘Too Many Girls’—George Abbott. 

‘See My Lawyer’—George Abbott. 

‘Journey’s End’ (stock revival)— 
Leonard Sillman. 


Ford Buys for B’way 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 
Wallace Ford has bought stage 
rights to Horace McCoy’s novel, 
‘They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?’ 
He plans Broadway production in 
the fall, with rehearsals to start in 
six weeks, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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is excellent. It’s pointed out that 
unknown authors delivered many 
clicks on Broadway in recent sea- 


sons. That being true, there’s no 
reason to believe that the coming 
season will not also disclose suc- 
cesses emanating from unknown 
writers, 

Few producers agree over the 
merit of scripts which eventually | 
register on the stage. Not infre- 


quently hits are passed up by sup- 
posedly carefully discerning show- 
men, just as stories are rejected by 
many magazines until the authors 
are finally ‘discovered.’ The major- 


ity of scripts circulated are thumbed- 


Agencies Seen 
Okaying Ticket 
~ Code Till Nov. 1 


Indications are that the exten- | 
sion of Broadway's ticket code will! 
be okayed by the agencies. Because 


especially when plans for the new 
season are made, is reported to be 
missing and may account for the 
postponement of several announced 
shows, though other reasons are 
given for the void, Situation is such 
that participation by Hollywood on 
Broadway is all the more important. 

Persons angling to invest from 
$20,000 to $25,000 in shows lost 
interest in the enterprises immedi- 
ately after hostilities began in Eu- 


rope and Wal! street went into stride. 

When the managers whom they con- | 
tacted asked them to lay the money | 
on the line, the backers became | 
evasive. Interpretation is that most | 
of that type of silent partner in show | 


right answer with emphasis, 
they were permitted to pro- 
ceed, 


War Is Factor In 


Bway Folds Of 
Me and Way 


i 
| 
Claim of R 
| im of Necord Script Shortage ction of TMAT in IATSE’s Chart 
Disputed Among B'way Sh G T D 
isputed Among Bway Showmen | Grant to Treasurers Depends On 
i + | ee 
| Sharp difference of opinion has| Film B.R. Plan Set a icial Ruling of Invasion Charge 
been expressed over the contention Lack of Outside Financing 
. in some legit quarters that there's Early this week it was stated May Cause Postponement ‘| = 
i | ircles that th “ee t 
a record shortage of good scripts. peace = ho age 08 of Several Shows—Holly- The Right Answer Threatened picketing of Broadway 
Opposed views are held by veteran theatres by the Theatrical Managers 
showmen, who claim a dearth in au- 7 wood Aid Becomes In- vi Agents and Treasurers’ union over 
hors, d the younger producers, orm an at it is up to the ° ictor Moore and William : 
it isn't oon then| authors to okay the pact or sug- creasingly Important Gaxton were recently stopped by The 
again, divergent ideas have been the gest further revision. Believed state troopers on Long Island was 
rule rather than the exception be-| that action is soon due with the for speeding to the Lambs out- | protest against the a ve tio al Al. 
3 tween old and young managers since| Teturn to New York of Robert “WAR BABIES’ ing at Amityville. The come- | jiance of Theatrical St Er ol a 
the legit field decli f b E. Sherwood, Dramatists’ Guild dians hauled out all manner of at Stage Employees 
gi € eclined from boom : : é (stagehands) for issuing a charter te 
pein prexy. credentials and courtesy cards, | tne treasurers but the TMAT board 
rae Agreement will go before the That the war will directly affect but no dice, decid ry Beat a 
An enthusiastic member of the ein iderat : ecided to await a ruling by the 
managers for final consideration backing of Broadway productions Before he wrote out a ticket y a 
younger faction estimates there are d Y. State Labor Relations Board, 
1,000 authors who have no play- when Ge acl _— has already been indicated. Outside} the trooper asked if they knew | which is expected to act on charges 
writing status, but whose material} financing, which usually figures,} Olsen and Johnson. Giving the | of managerial interference, and to 


denote whether TMAT or IATSE 
shall represent the boxoffice people 
for bargaining purposes. 

Final determination of TMAT ac- 
tion may also await the ruling of 


; the coming American Federation of 


Labor convention as to whether the 
Original union or IATSE shall have 
jurisdiction over the treasurers. As 
the situation stands, TMAT awaits 
the extension of its basic agreement 
with the League of New York Thea- 
tres, treasurers excluded. Should, 
the latter be ordered back into 
TMAT by the Labor Board or the 
AFL, separate negotiations will be 


made with the League. 


down and the welter of bad plays of the recent actor-stagehands situa- business plunged into speculation, a ee a aE Treasurers’ Pay Demands 
is the cause of some managerial pes- tion, the managers and Equity and observers figure that such “ed W: , i ae ae NY. Seni Treasurers want increased pay of 
simism, but there are exceptions | agreed to extend the agreement} not be available until the wend. e Lenter, $90 weekly and $65 for assistants, a 


until Nov. 1. There had been rum- 
blings among brokers to the effect 


where good plays are also among the 
nixes, 
i One Film Co.'s Experience 


Proof of the argument that good 
material available and that such 
scripts are often a matter of per- 
ception or the exercise of imagina- 
tion, is borne out somewhat by the 
experience of one picture company. 

; It backed 18 plays within the past 
: five years or so and in no instance 


that tt ld decli io sence , Such securities made heavy advances | ‘Leave It To Me,’ Imperial, Saturday | joining IATSE they feel that the in- 
lat they wou echine to rate | last week, then declined on profit- ‘ . . ‘reases will be assured. The League 
under the system unless concessions | taking sales, but skied | did not decline to make such 
were made. Statement that the! hic week. The war may be partly responsible} ..4 it is known that at least some 
agencies would sign came as a ours | Deal Still in the Fire . curtailing — * both | producers concede that the demands 

shows, scripts in each case having | are justifiable, which does not quite 
The proposed deal among picture | political contexts, comic in ‘Me’ and | 


| prise therefore. 

Showmen opined that the change |. explain why the boxoffice group 
of front came about because the | interests, authors and managers to| erious jin ‘Way.’ Preservation of! walked out, although it was realized 
brokers felt they would fare better ; bring back Coast financing to Broad- US. neutrality ideals is said to have | Jong ago that its aims were quite dif- 
under the code, for a time, at Jeast,| way is still being negotiated. Pro-|} eon a factor in lifting ‘Way.’ par- | ferent than those of company man- 


| be angels cash in on ‘war babies.’ | 25, and the probable closing of} poost of $15 weekly for each. In 


1s 


were they written by established au- | Simce it would protect them from | ae prose gine ae | ticularly since the drama is point-'agers and press agents. It’s in- 
thors, Same source is not inter- | paving ‘Sour’ buys edly  anti-Nazi, However, both | sisted by the b.o. men that ‘iee’ does 
ested much in the work of leading | #94 would enable them to observe summa Sd asks tai doubt | Suspended engagements after the not figure and that its deal with 


| the trend in business on Broadway | Summer, 


authors particularly because of the ; ay ie nartially reenancihie | ate spring slump that attended the IATSE includes a stipulation against 
intense for their work. when the season becomes active. pong of the N.Y. World’s Fair, | such gratuities. The number of 
It's contended that over-emphasis is _ Brokers also figured that nego- | fall |indicating that resumptions are dif- | treasurers reported to have joined is 
placed in name authors’ works in tiations ne changes bert When the Holly wood-B~oadway | ficult operations, although there have | said to be incorrect. An estimate of 
light of the comparatively large |TUles might be more favorable of Pe acon lane were first broached | Ute” exceptions. 250 has been made and of that num- 
perceniage of successes from un- they agreed to extend the code | ore ee wee aso ‘some ane! ‘Way’ was the most expensive pro- ber 175 are in good standing. 

knowns. Not all hit authors can re- | Tather than start a contest with the | sie ae eetina’ ne openly | duction on Broadway last season,| The League indicated last week 
peat, although there’s no doubt that eeegittis at this pit Three eonarg per tebet participation ya the move- | the Kaufman-Hart patriotic drama | that it was ready to renew the 
the topflight dramatists of the past agencies signified their accept-j spectacle costing $225,000. In addi-| TMAT basic agreement without 

ment. changed their | SP g 


several seasons are exceptions, They | dependent brokers virtually assured 'minds, however, and concede that | tion to Sam H. Harris, Max Gordon | 
command most managerial atten. | the Laanue of Sew York Theatres | Coast coin would materially help the | and the authors, a number of outsid- 
tion, but there's still room for new | that they would fall in line, Indie|theatre. Younger .showmen have|ers participated in the backing. | 
writers, who seem to be welcomed | ticket men. however. insisted they | consistently sought to patch up the| Those of the latter group had been | 
by the picture people, Some show- | | differences between stage and screen , informed during the spring that} 


change, while TMAT awaits such an 
agreement. It’s figured that the 
union’s position has been somewhat 
weakened by the withdrawal of the 
treasurers, of which the producers 


| had not yet decided on continuation : lare cognizant. and there's said to 
tentionally spots age wit ming nl It is expected that Equity will factors in the neeotiations, Fact that but shortly thereafter business | ready to soft pedal on demands in 
who may be lured to the studios be- | ready s 
fore getting a chance to gain atten- seek a number of changes in the | (Continued on page 44) (Continued on page 44) negotiation for some time. 
| ticket-selling rules if it remains a, — | TMAT has sought pay increases 


tion through stage presentations, 
As with established, successful 
dramatists, there, too, are book and 
score writers of musicals who have 
consistently contributed successes. | 
Familiar names are connected with | 
musicals slated for the new Broad- 
way season; in fact, there are fewer 
new names in that field than 
straight plays. There is less oppor- 
tunity here because there are far 
fewer musicals than previously pro- 
duced and most of Broadway’s mel- 


ody men and lyricists were captured 


by Hollywood long ago. 


WEBB’S WALK CANCELS- 
STRAWHAT BURLESQUE’ 


| hesitating 
| required for 
theatre, | 
between Washington and | 
Baltimore, cancelled ‘Burlesque’ with 
Clifton Webb and Libby Holman five | 
hours before it was to open and Te- | 


Washingion, Sept. 12. 
Sieve Cochran's Olney 


midway 


for | 


party to the plan. Actors end does 
not regard the regulations and pos- | 
sible penalties for infractions effec- 
tive enough, particularly as applied 
to the managers themselves, 


Possible War Call 
Nixes Brit. Actors 
For B’way Shows 


Although the British consulate has 
assured a number of English actors 
that they would not be called to the 
colors, and advised them to remain 
in the U.S. and follow their avoca- 
tion, the war may delay the presen- 
tation of several plavs slated for 
Broadway this fall. Producers are 
casting English players 
kev parts, contending 
that while they are available now, 
the situation abroad in the near fu- | 
ture may cause abrupt withdrawals. 

Concert bureaus that have foreign 
artists dated here say that most of 


funded cash at the b.o. last night | them have been released from serv- 


walked out because he didn't 


his contract, Miss 
given the preferred spot. 


Cochran had planned to run show | 
then close season | 
with a week starring Glenda Farrell | 
Faced with two blank | 
weeks, he called quits with 10 weeks | 


two weeks and 
or Jane Cowl. 


under his belt. 


According to Corhran, Webb | 
get | 
top billing on window cards, as pez} 
Holman being! 


ice obligations. it boing felt that such 
individuals are not actually needed. 

Report that the Jooss Balict wes 
tied up appears incorrect. It was 


originally German, but was among 
the first entertainment units to come 
under the Hitler ban. At present the 
ballet is in England and most of the 
dancers have taken out British citi- 
zenship papers. Ballet is due in New 
York around the first of the year. 


' were theatres to fold. 


time and was nut 
hand. 
take the wrong slant on the situation, 


Post-Mortems 


on the Strike 


How the Legiters Masterminded It—Shuberts Taking 


Doubtful Bow on the Settlement 


Broadway producers sighed with 


relief when the threatened strike of 


actors and stagehands evaporated, 
but there had been some intensive 
huddles in an attempt to mediate 
which did not get to first base. Sev- 
eral shows were immediately or- 
dered into rehearsa] with the union 
trouble over. 

There were humorous angles in 
the minds of some managers over 
the tactics of others, particularly 
those who had the most at stake 


Lee and J. J. 
Shubert attended all of the League 
of New York Theatre huddles, al- 
though the latter had been absent for 
usually on 
But the Shuberts seemed to 


though they claimed to have really 


aided the settlement. 


Lee declared that he had ‘reached’ 
Washington, through associate 
and thus brought about the settle- 
ment. Union sources emphatically 
cenied any Governmental pressure 
in effecting the peace. Going fur- 


ther, spokesmen remarked that the 
legiters had no more to do with the 
settlement than the man on _ the 
street. 

Shuberts did concentrate on how 
to solve situation § affecting 
‘Leave It To Me.’ Stagehands said 
they would not work the show be- 
cause Sophie Tucker had _ been 


suspended by Equity, and ‘the latter 
was prepared to call out all other 


casts in retaliation, while out on the | 


Coast the Screen Actors Guild was 
ready to support Equity by calling 
out all actors from the studios. 
Shuberts offered to pay the sala- 
ries for Vinton Freedley of both the 


cast, including Miss Tucker, and the’ 


stagehands, if Freedly closed the 
show, thus saving the engagements 


of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Streetc_of Paris.’ . 
‘Yokel Boy,’ ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 


‘Abe Lincoln’ and “The Philadelphia 
Story” They are interested in at 
least two of these shows, while the 
others are in Shubert houses, 
Freedley rejected the proffer, al- 
though the Shuberts are also said to 
have a piece of ‘Me.’ 


for its company managers and agents 
and the treasurers figured that 
should those grants be made they 
would suffer. The League was asked 
to place company managers on the 
payroll three weeks before openings 
at half pay. It was sought to put 
press agents on the payroll, too, 
three weeks prior to premieres, with 
salary on the road to be $175 week- 
hy Understood that such demands 
have been dropped. 
Shubert Denial 

From Shubert sources it has been 
denied that the showman had in- 
structed their boxoffice people to 
join the new union, known the 
IATSE Division of Treasurers and 
Ticket Sellers. 

If the withdrawal of the b.o. group 
sustained, the union will drop 
final T and be known as the 

(Continued on page 44) 


McGUIRE TO READY AIR 
RAID YARN FOR STAGE 


Hollywood, Sept. 12. 

Witham Anthony McGuire will. 
ready a stage play as soon as his 
scripting assignment on 20:h-Fox’s 
‘Lillian Russell’ is completed in two 
weeks. 

Legit opus wall be based on his 
own story, ‘The Devil Has Wings,’ 
which deals with effect of air raids 
on civilian population in a large city. 


as 


is 
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LEGITIMATE 


Hayes-Merivale- Ladies’ Open Philly 
Season Sept. 18; Upbeat for Detroit 


Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

Definite dates are being gathered 
in gratifying numbers for Philadel- 
phia’s 1939-40 legit season, which 
bows Monday 
Hayes-Philip Merivale comedy, 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ at the For- 
rest. 


two weeks prior to a New York 
plunge. Seat sale opened with 
plenty of promise yesterday (11), 


show skedding a $3.42 top. Forrest 
gets another booking also before 
other houses are ready to unshutter, 
Maurice Evans’ uncut ‘Hamlet,’ in 
for the week of Oct. 2. 

According to the present setup, 
the Forrest will be dark week of 
Oct. 9, but at that time the Shu- 
berts’ other local house, the Locust, 
bows with the ‘Outward Bound’ re- 
vival. This will be first American 


Theatre Society subscription offer- 


ing of the year here. The Locust 
will be home of ATS for most of its 
six presentations, but a few of the 
more ambitious ones will probably 
be booked in the larger-capacity 
Forrest. 

The season's first musical will be 
‘Leave It to Me’ skedded for the 
Forrest Oct. 16 (two weeks), with 
the ‘Hot Mikado,’ starring Bill Rob- 
inson due at the Locust also the lat- 
ter part of October. Last booking 
of that month will be ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,’ starring Raymond Mas- 
sey, which comes to the Forrest on 
the 30th for two weeks. 

The Erlanger, which will again be 
independently run, with Samuel 
Nixon-Nirdlinger as managing-direc- 
tor, hasn’t made official announce- 
ment of its plans, but is reported 
figuring on opening at the end of 
this month. The Chestnut Street 
Opera House 
mystery, but it looks rather certain 
that the house won’t open for 1939- 
40, which means its definite passing 
in view of statement made by U. of 
Pennsylvania, which owns property, 
that if no tenant was found after 12 
months building would be razed and 
space otherwise utilized. Reported 
negotiations between the estate own- 
ers and the Shuberts apparently 
came to naught and hopes of indies 
taking house over look dubious. It 
all boils down to fact that there just 
aren't enough bookings to go around 


Detroit’s Two Legiters 
Detroit, Sept. 12. 

With the long-dark Wilson reopen- 
ing, Detroit will become a two-thea- 
tre burg for legit this season for the 
first time in several years. 
town’s other spot, starts Oct. 2 with 
Ruth Chatterton in ‘You Can't Eat 
Goldfish.’ 

The Wilson, shuttered several sea- 
s0ns except for occasional play or 
film, relights Oct. 9 with ‘What a 
Life,’ featuring Jackie Coogan. It’s 
first of several shows booked for De- 
troit by Legitimate Theatre Corp.. 
under aegis of Fortune Gallo and 
Arthur Oberfelder. 
‘On Borrowed Time,’ with 
Holmes and Tommy Lewis, at the 


Wilson, while early spring will bring | 
in Eva LeGallienne for ‘Hedda Gab- | 


lev’ and ‘Master Builder.’ Also set 


this far for the Wilson is Gallo’s San | 


Carlo Opera Co, for 10 days, begin- 
ning Nov. 2. 

Cass is booked solidly from Oct. 2 
till after Thanksgiving, those due 
after ‘Goldfish’ being, in order, 
‘White Steed,’ Oct. 15; Katharine 
Cornell in ‘No Time for Comedy’; 


Megt.: LOU CLAYTON 


(18) with the Helen, 


Vehicle, authored by Charlie) 
McArthur and Ben Hecht, is set for | 


is still blanketed in| 


Cass, | 


Oct. 23 will see | 
Taylor | 


MARYVERNE JONES | 


For six years manager and stage 
director of the Starlight Theatre, 
Pawling, New York — a successtul 
summer stock — wishes to find a 
proposition for winter stock not too 
far from New York City. 


Box 6, Variety, New York 


{Maurice Evans’ ‘Hamlet’; Ethel 
Barrymore’s ‘Farm of Three Echoes’; 
Sophie Tucker, Victor Moore and 
| William Gaxton in ‘Leave It to Me’; 
revival of ‘Outward Bound’ end 
Raymond Massey in ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ all a week each. 


| 


Des Moines Fall Bookings 
Des Moines, Sept. 12. 

George F. Clark, manager of the 
Shrine Auditorium, announces nine 
| legit bookings for the period between 
| Oct. 1 and Jan. 1. They are as fol- 
jlows: Oct. 3, ‘Night at the Moulin 
| Rouge,’ with Helen Morgan, Toby 
| Wing, Stan Kavanagh, the Slate 
‘Bros. and Ada Leonard; Oct. 17, a 
song-and-dance ensemble of the 
| Soviet’s Red Army, to feature 220 
men and a 75-piece orchestra; Oct. 
' 29, ‘What a Life,’ with Jackie Coogan 
'and Mary Brian; Oct. 30, ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters,” with Ethel Waters; Nov. 
'19, ‘On Borrowed Time,’ with Taylor 
‘Holmes; Nov. 22, ‘I Married an 
| Angel’; Dec. 8, ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
_with Katharine Cornell; Jan, 5, ‘Out- 
,ward Bound,’ with its New York 
cast: Jan. 14, concert by Jascha 
| Heifetz; Jan. 23, ‘Golden Boy,’ with 
Eric Linden; and Feb. 18, ‘The Mas- 
| ter Builder,’ with Eva Le Gallienne. 

Other shows slated to come in, but 
| whose dates are indefinite, include 
| ‘Leave It to Me,’ with Victor Moore, 
| William Gaxton and Sophie Tucker, 
'and ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ with 
‘Katharine Hepburn. Grace Moore 
and Lily Pons are expected to appear 
here in concert, and Dale Carnegie 
is being sponsored by the Des Moines 
Ad club for an appearance at the 
Shrine on Dee. 5. 


| 
| Abbott Show Bows in Balto 
| Baltimore, Sept. 12. 


| Town's legit season will get under 
| way Monday (18) with pre-Broad- 
| way trial of George Abbott’s new 
| one, ‘See My Lawyer,’ at the indie- 
| booked Maryland. Cast is headed by 
| Milton Berle and Teddy Hart. Ezra 
| Stone directed. 
Guild subscription season, 
launched here during 
promises ‘The White 
| Steed,” Oct. 2, and the Lunts in 
| ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Oct. 23, both 
| at Ford's. 
| 
| 


| New 
| 

| successfully 

| the summer, 


‘Skylark Opens Piit Season 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 12. 

Legit season here will get going, 
at the Nixon, in two weeks, when 
Gertrude Lawrence comes here Sept. 
25 in ‘Skylark.’ Show had previous- 
lly been booked to open a week 
|earlier, but was postponed when 
| threatened actors-stagehands strike 
held up rehearsals for several days. 
| Original Nixon schedule called for 
| John Barrymore’s ‘My Dear Chil- 
| dren’ to ring up the curtain on 1939- 
| 40, but fate of that show on the road 
| is now uncertain on account of star’s 
| 
| 


| most recent illness. 
It’s an earlier start than usual for 
the Nixon, house staying shuttered 
j}last year, when 24 weeks were 
played, until mid-October. Only at- 
| tractions definitely booked to follow 
| ‘Skylark’ so far are ‘White Steed,’ 
Oct. 7, and Maurice Evans’ full- 
| length ‘Hamlet,’ Oct. 15. 
| Although the newly-organized Le- 
gitimate Theatre Corp. threatens to 
| give the Nixon its first legit compe- 


| tition in five years, nobody locally | 
The Ober- | 


| knows where it'll play. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Sept. 11) 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Selwyn, Chicago, 

‘Tobacco Road’—Grand, Great 
| Falls, Mont. (11-12); Civie Audito- 
|rium, Helena (13); Broadway, Butte 
(15-16). 


'new agreement with Broadway is not 
|signatured. Film people were puz- 
| zled over the appeals therefore, but 
it was indicated that the ads were 
from less well-known showmen or 
newcomers unaware of the proposed 
Broadway-Coast situation. 

Despite current slimness of pro- 
duction plans, managers who partici- 
pated in activities during the World 
War predict that if America stays out 
of the struggle the greatest show biz 
boom ever known on this side will 
eventuate. That does not only ap- 
ply to the stage but to films. Present 
picture losses in the war zone will 
be more than balanced in America, 
according to the forecast. During 
the 1914-18 struggle films with sen- 
sational titles were turned out in 
large quantities, but titles hardly 
counted, boxoffices being continu- 
ously busy regardless, 


2 Bway Folds 


Continued from page 45 


steadily declined and the show then 
layed off for five weeks. 
May Break Even 

After averaging around $40,000 for 
the first 10 weeks, ‘Way’ continued 
successfully at lower levels. It 
opened Jan. 21, suspended for five 
weeks early in June and relighted 
July 17. After resuming, the grosses 
were around $21,000 weekly. Two 
weeks ago the scale was dropped 
from $3.30 to $2.20, attendance im- 
proving to $23,000, then slipping last 
week to $19,000. Harris, who oper- 
ates ‘Way,’ stated the show would 
not be sent to the road and an- 
nounced the last two weeks, figuring 
on a boxoffice spurt during the 
final performances 

31 Weeks for ‘American Way’ 

Total engagement for ‘Way’ will 
be 31 weeks. Whether it wiil be 
chalked up in the red depends on 
bookkeeping. Show is claimed to 
have earned back around $100,000 in 
operating and the picture rights 
were sold for $250,000. With mana- 
gerial and author shares of the film 
coin considered, the final accounting 
may indicate that the venture broke 
even. 

Plans for the Center call for a 
limited engagement of the San Carlo 
Grand Opera Co. and later the 
swing-musical version of ‘Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream’ with a colored 
cast. It’s understood that five days 
will be required to move the ‘Way’ 
production from the house. 

‘Me,’ in its 38th playing week, was 
well out in front when it suspendede 
going dark after playing several 
losing weeks. It topped the musicals 
for some time last season. Prior to 
relighting, the show received con- 
siderable press attention, being a 
focal point in the actors-stagehands 
struggle since Sophie Tucker, 
American Federation of Actors prez, 
iis featured. It resumed last week 
after some doubt that it would re- 
open because of the threatened 
strike, but business has not been up 
to expectations, takings being 
‘around $15,000, which isn’t profit- 
jable. ‘Me’ will play beyond Satur- 
| day if attendance picks up; other- 
wise it will go to the road next 
| month. 


| felder-Gallo organization in recent | 


| prospectus announced Pittsburgh as | 


'on: of its cities for this season, but 
that’s the extent of plans so far. 
There isn’t an available legit house, 
_ the Alvin and Pitt having long since 
gone for films. Big Syria Mosque, 
concert auditorium, is possible, but 
| definitely unsuited for stage plays. 


War Hits B’way 


Continued from page 43 


the usual outside coin is absent prob- 
ably impelled the lukewarm show- 
men to look towards Hollywood ex- 
pectantly. 
Advertise for Aid 
,. Substantiating the report that out- 
| Sider backers had walked out and 
, stymied a number of new. shows,.the 
Classified section of a N. Y. Sunday 
(10) newspaper included no less 
than seven ads seeking financial sup- 
port for plays. General tone of the 
insertions was similar, suggesting the 
investment of $5,000 and upward. 
The ads caught the attention of pic- 
ture execs, who are prepared to pro- 


vide such backing even though the 


TMAT—IATSE 


Continued from page 43 


Theatrical Managers and Agents as- 
sociation, as set forth in its charter. 
The charter makes no provision for 
treasurers. Number of house and 
company managers are also treas- 
urers and it is likely they will have 
to be members of the new union 
as well as TMAT unless electing to 
remain in either category exclu- 
sively. 

Treasurers and Ticket Sellers of 
the IATSE are quartered in the New 
Yorker theatre building, on West 
54th street, which, too, is the ad- 
dress of the Treasurers Club of 
America, a social and benefit organi- 
zation, and the quarters 9£-local No. 
1, IATSE. Pro tem officers of the 
new union are Walter O'Connor, 
president; George Ashby, v.p.; James 
Murphy,  secretary-treasurer, and 
Morris Seamon, business agent. Lat- 
ter two had paid positions with 
TMAT and were suspended along 
with the balance of the boxoffice 
group. 


| Cigarette Vender 


Leading Strawhat Bills 


(This Week) 
‘Flight Into China’ (new, by Pearl Buck) (Zita Johann, Tonio Selwart, 
Uta Hagen, Jose Ferrer)—Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, N. J. 
‘Angela Is 22’ (Sinclair Lewis, Fay Wray)—Lakewood theatre, Skowuw. 


hegan, Me. 


‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell)—Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. y 


‘The Greeks Had a Word for It’ (Esther Ralston, Helen Twelvetree 


Maplewood (N. J.) theatre. 


‘Of Mice and Men’ (Guy Robertson)—Adams theatre, Newark, N. J 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Lake Whalom the. 


atre, Fitchburg, Mass 


(Next Week) 


‘The Greeks Had a Word for It’ (Esther Ralston, Helen Twelvetrees)— 
Brighton theatre, Brighton Beach, L. I. (opens Sept. 19). 


‘Ah, Wilderness’ (Taylor 


Holmes, 


Florence McGee)—Bucks County 


Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. (opens Sept. 18), 


Summer Tryouts 


FLIGHT INTO CHINA 


Milburn, N. J., Sept. 11. 
Drama in three acts (seven scenes) by 
Pearl Buck; presented by the Paper 
Playhouse; staged by I.ee Strasberg; al the 


Playhouse, Milburn, N. J., Sept. Il, '39, 

for one week, 


Angela Kroll 
Martin Miehel 


Rhys Williams 


There is much to be said in.favor 
of Pearl Buck's initial playwriting 
effort, for it is beautifully written 
and sensitively staged. Yet, it lacks 
the strength of an outstanding play, 

Miss Buck’s drama is about a 
froup of little known people, the 
Chinese Jews, originally tribes who 
fled from persecution in Europe and 
the Near East. and found security in 
the Orient. It is Miss Buck's. con- 
tention that they have found too 
much security, that they have soft- 
ened and lost their racial charac- 
teristics under the bland influence of 
the yellow race. 

The play revolves around young 
Rheinhardt, a German-Jew (Tonio 
Selwart), who’s undecided as to his 
future. Should he take up with a 
Chinese joy girl or go to America 
to seek the gal who jilted him. 
A curio vendor (Jose Ferrer), with 
Semitic features, but removed by 
several generations of mixed mar- 
riages from his own race, mutely 
begs him to look upon the tragic 
story of David (Wesley Addy) and 
Leah (Zita Johann). 

A terrace of a rich Chinese home 
is disclosed in the flashback, with 
Madame Ezra (Grace Coppin) urging 
her only son, David, to marry Leah, 
a worshipper of Jewish ideals, so 
that the blood of her Hebrew fam- 
ily will not be defiled. David is 
carefree, loving and spoiled. He 
loves a beautiful Chinese girl, a fol- 
lower of Buddha, and plays around 
with a charming little maid (Thelma 
Schnee) whom his father bought for 
him as a companion when he was a 
child. His mother and Leah want 
him to be a young Moses to lead 
his people out of the Chinese morass 
of self-indulgence, and for a brief 
spell Leah is able to kindle the fires 
within him and he declares he will 
fight for his persecuted race. 


Peony, the maid, in her honeyed 
way, lures him back again with the 
promise to be his concubine if he 
marries the Chinese girl. Leah, in 
an infuriated moment, stabs him, 
though not fatally. His household 
turns on her, she is no longer the 
answer to their future and she seeks 
Oblivion in suicide as David makes 
ready to marry his Chinese sweet- 
heart. Rheinhardt, the spectator, 
turns away in disgust, presumably 
going to America and the girl of his 
own race. 

Miss Buck endeavors to divide 
her sympathy among three people, 
Rheinhardt, David and Leah. The 
part of Rheinhardt is too short for 
serious consideration, although the 
play hinges about him. David is 
splendidly written and the same goes 
for Leah. Addy plays the young 
poet well and Zita Johann, as the 
Jewish beauty, Leah, handles the 
part to the hilt. Miss Schnee is 
okay as the pert, comely Peory and 
Rhys Williams adds color as the 
self-complacent Mr. Kung. Rest of 
the cast is uniformly good and Lee 
Strasberg has directed intelligently. 
The clever settings are by Peggy 
Clark. 

Miss Buck has retained much of 
the flavor of her Pulitzer Prize- 
winning ‘Good Earth’ in the quaint 
sayings and humor. But ‘Flight’ 


seems too heavy for universal ap- 
peal on stage or screen. Dalz. 


Mill | 


THREE IN A BED 


Comedy in three acts by Reth Brown 
presented by Ione Hutaine; ataged by 
Thurber; settings, Robert Van Rosen: af 
Jutland Summer Theatre, Jutland. N J 


rent 


Sept. 9, ‘39, 

Bertram Kent Thurbey 
Telephone Operator....... Elaine Loekridie 
Telephone Operator......... Kathleen Barry 
Telephone Operator.............4 Juel Spratt 
Helen Riges 
Geraldine Peony Harvey....lone Kennison 
Mdgar Mason 
Iris Adrian 


Richard Emmett Fielding 
Stephen Courtleizh 


Teltelbaum............. Guy Sampece) 
John Hemingway............ Roger Quinlan 
Mrs. McGillicuddy............. Vivian Holt 
Camera Man....... Raymond Underhill, Jr 
Max MeCullough 


‘Three in a Bed’ is the initial solo 
playwriting venture of Beth Brown. 
whose ‘Behind Red Lights,’ in collabo- 
ration with San Shipman, chalked 
up 54 weeks on Broadway and the 


;road. Miss Brown is an established 


author. Present opus is the drama- 
tization of one of her magazine 
serials, ‘Three Girls on a Match.’ 
‘Bed,’ in its present form, won’t 
repeat the success of ‘Lights’ for 
Miss Brown without a rewriting job 
Play has a sound basic theme 
which, despite some of the heavy- 
handed writing over it and the dif- 
ficulty of presentation at this en- 
tirely unequipped theatre, holds the 
interest all the way. Story is of 
three femme extras in Hollywood 
who, in their quest for success, male 
a pact that for six months they 
will live together and share in 
everything alike. None can accept a 
contract, a date or a husband with- 
out the consent of the other two 


The gals find Hollywood no cup 
running over and one, determined to 
get ahead in one way or another, 
adopts night life with a film star as 
a stepping stone to fur jackets, 
diamond brooches and an important 
film role. It’s not successful in the 
end, however, and she returns (to 
her unemployed vaude magician boy 
friend. Another of the trio runs off 
with the third one’s fiance, and the 
last one becomes a star in her owa 
right. 


Unfortunately, the play had almost 
overwhelming odds to cope with in 
the mechanics of staging at this barn 
playhouse. And this is really a barn, 
reached after interminable miles of 
dirt road and offering a stage with 
neither fly space nor wings and room. 
enough for but one entrance. Oc- 
casional falling scenery was only one 
of the minor difficulties encoun- 
tered. 


Taking that all into consideration, 
the plot still showed itself to be too 
overlapped with incidentals to keep 
the principal thread clear through- 
out. It takes all of act one to get the 
three girls together, and even theu 
their contract isn’t pointed up suf- 
ficiently for the necessary impres- 
sion, or is their reason for it at all 
convincing. There is a lack of suf- 
ficiently strong motivation. 

Of the players, Iris Adrian is per- 
haps outstanding as the one mem- 
ber of the femme triumvirate who 
really makes good. Miss Adrian's 
Winchellian manner of barking lines 
and the similarity in the manner in 
which she reads them all, however, 
tends to become boring. But she pro 
vides fire and life, giving the play a 
lift. Max McCullough is the only 
other player meriting attention, A 
good-looking youngster with but 
meagre experience behind him, le 
shows considerable finesse in hand- 
ling the part of the southern boy 
friend from back home. 

Guy Sampsel as a dialect ageni 
and Edgar Mason as the unemployed 
magician take care of the comedy 
angles, although both, partly due fo 
the lines, were frequently hitting be- 


low the belt in order to wangle 
laughs. 
In view of the difficulties of 


working on the inadequate stage and 
constructing sets on a week's notice, 
the scenery by Robert Van Rosen de- 
served the real plaudits of the three- 
performance engagement, 
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Pubs’ New Showmanship 
Book and mag publishing industry 
js becoming publicity and exploita- 
tion-minded to a degree approximat- 


ing that of show business. So-called. 


ethics of the trade, which regarded 
space-grabbing other than that for 
reviews and comment as undignified, 
has now been relegated to the 
wastebasket. Book and mag pub- 
Jishers now seek free newspaper 
space with avidity and are not 
averse to pulling siunts as a means 
of getting publicity on a scribbler, 
or book. 

Of course there are still a few 
book publishers who content them- 
selves simply with announcements 
of forthcoming books. In fact, the 
press reps of two major book-pub- 
lishing houses, both femmes, still in- 
sist that representaiives of the press, 
seeking news or a special line on a 


particular event, make appointments | 


a week in advance. That’s in keep- 
ing with old-time tradition in the 
publishing industry. 

Most are strictly Sive-wire, how- 
ever, and far from waiting for a nod 
from publicity outlets, go out to grab 
space. It more than supplements 
paid space. 

Publishers were prodded into the 
free-space grabbing by the book- 
sellers. Those who sell books in 
other than the.big-city areas have 
voiced a prolonged grumble against 
the publishers that they do little 
or no advertising in the smaller lo- 
calities. Book publishers have coun- 
tered that they can’t afford it. 

But the publishers have learned 


that they can grab free newspaper | 


space for books most everywhere, 
and this has not only placated the 
booksellers in small cities, but has 
helped their biz. 

Press-book gotten out some time 
ago by Russell Birdwell in connec- 
tion with the publication of his book, 
‘I Ring Doorbells,’ was a revelation 
to the booksellers. 
was made up after the fashion of 
those put out by the film companies. 
It not only made the _ bookseller 
aware how the film exhibitor in his 
town was able to get so much news- 
paper space, but how he could do 
likewise. Booksellers since 
been asking for more press-books. 

Many publishers are going out 
after show biz press agents as pos- 


sessing the best background for 
space-grabbing in their behalf. At 
least one press agent with show 


business background, Noel Meadow, 
is now devoting himself exclusively 
to publicity for publishers, and oth- 


ers are handling this type of work | 


on and off. 
Pic Mags’ War Coverage 

Weekly periodicals which Jean 
heavily on photograph: have laid 
out their lines for adequate cover- 
age of the European war. Even 
more elaborate plans have been 
mapped by the photographic syndi- 
cate services such as International, 
Associated Press and Acme. All 


three will make use of wirephoto | 
pictures wherever physically possi- | 


ble. 

Life and Time publications are 
getting a break through being able 
to press William Vandivirst, crack 
staff man from Chicago, into imme- 
diate service. He had reen sent over 
there on a_ special story several 
weeks and now will be kept 
there for war coverage, 
don photographer exchanged 
duty in the Americas. 

Richard De Rochemont, in charge 
o* Europe for Time, Inc., has been 
in Warsaw for several weeks super- 
vising the work of a large crew. 


ago 


for 


Material was primarily for ‘March | 


of Time,’ but a majority of the clips 


can be blown up for suitable use 
as stills for both Life :nd Time. 
Ralph D. Payne, Jr., handles 


text and stills for Time and Life in 
Europe, has been devoting most of 
his efforts to France, Germany and 
England. Life presently has a crew 
somewhere in Europe on a special 
mission—war Coverage. 

Fact that Life goes to press about 
six days ahead of time currently is 
providing pleniy of headaches for 
N. Y. editors because of shifting de- 
velopments, 


Readers’ Co-op Newspaper 


A new type of newspaper, in which , 


shareholders, has 
the Green- 
Greendale is 


the readers 
been voted upon by 
dale Citizens Assn, 
the Governments model village 
near Milwaukee. Under the plan, 
the paper, to be called the Green- 
dale Review, will be owned by its 
subscribers. The qualifications for 
buying stock are to subscribe to the 
Paper for six months, 

Starting as a small mimeographed 
bulletin about a year ago, the Re- 
view has grown into an eight-page 
bi-weekly newspaper. Reporting, 


are 


editing and biz management have 


The press-book | 


with a Lon- ; 


| been conducted by volunteers for the | 


| fun and experience, 

Under the proposed articles of in- 
corporation, net profits of the cor- 
poration would be used for improve- 


unless the members, by a two-thirds 
vote, directed expenditures to some 
purpose of general community wel- 
fare. 


No Newsprint Profiteering 
Newsprint Association of Canada 
| has issued a statement pledging mills 
| to avoid any attempt to profiteer 
from the present war _ situation, 
which keeps newsprint supplies from 
Scandinavian countries off the mar- 
ket due to high marine insurance 
rates. Charles Vining, president of 
the Newsprint Ass’n, stated that if 
normal contract methods of buying 
/are continued by publishers, news- 
print mills will be able to mcet the 
demand. 


' $40 a ton to approximately $115. 


S. & S. Halting Chelsea Books 

| Book competish is too tough for 
‘Street & Smith and the publishing 
|; company is halting its Chelsea House 
‘books. Will put out no more new 
books, but will, however, fill orders 
|for those already published. Unless 
| market improves for Chelsea House 
|type of books, Chelsea will quit 
| when its stock on hand is used up. 
| Chelsea House books are the only 
| cloth-bound works of fiction, not re- 
| prints, selling for less than $1. At 
one time it was so profitable a 
branch of S. & S. that the firm 
added a new tiile a week. Said 
|to have slipped badly the past year 
|or so, however, with appearances of 
| additional titles more and more in- 
| frequent, 


| 


| 


‘Mein Kampf’ Appeal 

| Temporary injunction granted by 
the Federal Circuit Court in N. Y. on 
| behalf of the Houghton Mifflin Co. 
of Boston against Stackpole Sons, 
enjoining the latter from selling the 
Adolph Hitler book, ‘Mcin Kampf,’ 
has been appealed to the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. Appeal asks that the 
injunction be set aside, and the con- 
| tinued sale of the book permitted. 

} Still pending is Houghton Mifflin’s 
'suit for damages against Stackpole, 
the Boston publishing house claim- 
ing the American copyright for the 
book. Stackpole’s answer to the 
charge is that the copyright claim is 


ition for the copyright was made, 

Hitler was allegedly a stateless Aus- 
‘trian. ‘Mein Kampf’ was brought 
|out simultaneously by Houghton 
Mifflin and Stackpole in the U. S. 


! Houghton Mifflin injunction. The 
publisher of an abbreviated version 
in tab newspaper form has since 
gone out of business. 


Hellzapoppin Mag Quits 

There won't be a second issue of 
Hellzapoppin Magazine, differences 
between Norman Anthony, the pub- 
lisher, and Olsen and Johnson, in on 
the enterprise through the use of the 
name, having resulted in a break. Split 
is due to the matter of policy, with 


Olsen and Johnson failing to see it! 


Anthony's way. 

That, however, won't end 
and Johnson's literary efforts. Pair 
are now working on a book for 
Simon & Schuster. Term ‘book’ is 


Olsen 


used advisedly, and only because it’s | 


to be published by Essandess, book 
publishers. 
In the first place, the Olsen and 


Johnson book will have any number | 
If the reader is in bookish | 


of titles. 
company he can put a classic title 
into place on the cover. If in gay 
company the book can take on a gay 
title, etc. 

San Jose Strike in Abeyance 

Representatives of the San Jose 
(Cal.) Mercury-Herald management 
and of that city’s unit of the News- 
paper Guild resumed negotiations 
yesterday (12) for a contract, avoid- 
ing, at least for the time being, a 
| threatened strike. 

Previously the Guild had issued an 
ultimatum to the publisher that 
Guild members would strike unless 
four discharged editorial workers 
were reinstated by a certain date. 
Conference on the expiration of the 


ultimatum agreed that strike action : 


would be withheld pending further 


| negotiations. 
| 


War Revives 4 Pulps 

| European war has revived interest 
in battle fiction and Dell Publishing 
/Co. will shortly resume publication 
| of four mags which have been dis- 
| continued for some time. 

| Pulps are ‘War Birds.’ ‘War Aces,’ 
| ‘War Novels’ and ‘War Stories.” 


ment and expansion of the never. | 


invalid because at the time applica- | 


Stackpole is the only other pub- | 
lisher of the Hitler book to fight the | 


| 
Winchell Debunks War 


Walter Winchell is doing an added 
_chore in the N. Y. Mirror, captioned 


‘Debunking the War,’ or ‘War 
Bull-etins,’ giving commentator in- 
terpretations..io official dispatches. 
Started Monday (11). 

Meantime on Saturday (9), the 
N. Y. News’ columnist, Ed Sullivan, 
in reprising ‘what happened to 
vaudeville,’ concluded: ‘But who can 
| tell me what happened to Swayne’s 
'Cats and Rats, Fink’s Mules, Winchell 
& Green, Howard's Ponies or Carl 
Emmy’s Pets?’ 
| W. & G. was Winchell’s first 
'smalltime song-and-dance partner- 
'sh'> with Rita Green. As for the 
| other acts, Emmy’s Pets was at the 
| Roxy, N. Y., as recent as two months 
ago. 


Five-Day-Week Drive Launched 


A drive for a five-day week for all 
,book and mag publishing workers 


| trade’s unionizing organization. 

Demonstration by the Guild on 
/Fourth avenue, N. Y., the so-called 
_Publishers Row, which signaled the 
start of the drive, is claimed by the 
|union to have brought results. Stated 
by Robert Josephy, the Guild’s prez. 
,that after the distribution at the 
downtown N. Y. offices of Doubleday, 
‘Doran of a leaflet urging the five-day 
| week, Nelson Doubleday rescinded a 
_five-and-a-half-day week schedule in 
|\favor of an experimental five-day 
week. 


Suit Vs. New Yorker 


| Howard Keichum filed a N. Y, 
| federal court action Thursday (7) 
| against F-R Publishing Corp. (New 
| Yorker magazine), alleging plagia- 
_Yism of his work of art, entitled ‘A 
, World’s Fair of Colors.’ The plain- 
tiff claims to have submitted the 
idea to the N. Y. World’s Fair 1939 
which allowed the defendant to 
use it, 

An injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages are sought. The N. Y. 
World’s Fair is not named as a party 
defendant, 


Cue Expanding 
Pending resumption of Stage 
|; Magazine around the middle of Oc- 
_tober, Cue is striving for a strong 
hold in the field in which Stage for- 
,merly predominated. Having just 
| increased its page size to approxi- 
mately that of Stage, Cue will now 
get out a national edition. 

Papers for takeover of Stage mag- 
azine by Alexander Ince and asso- 
| ciates have not been signed as yet, 
with a few minor items still to be 
ironed out. 


News in Pelish 
Hearst's Albany Times Union is 
‘printing in Polish, for benefit of its 
readers of that race, a brief sum- 
mary of the war news. 

Translation is by a local railroad 
man and his daughter, who draw a 
credit line, 

66 Scribes in Hollywood 

Seven new film correspondents 
were given siudio credentials by the 
Havs office last week. 

Raises total to 60. 

NEW PERIODICALS 

Beau, new men’s mag now in prep- 
aration, with initial issue to appear 
Oct. 1. Publication monthly. Tony 
Beacon editing, with Edwin C. Jones 
business manager. 
| Rie Kid Western Stories, pulp. to 
be published by Better Publications 
starting with a December number. 
Leo Margulies editing. 

LITERATI OBITS 

Richard A. Bermann, 56, one of 
the best known of the literary ex- 
patriates in the U. S., died Sept. 6 
| in the literary colony of Yaddo, N.Y. 
He was a war correspondent for the 
Berlin Tageblatt, his 
for him a Knighthood of the Order 
of Franz Josef. Afier subsequent 
service as a traveling correspondent, 
he retired to Vienna to write books. 
Arrested when Austria was an- 
nexed by the Reich, he was released 
throuch the intervention of influ- 
ential friends and came to the U. S. 

Clarence Cooper, 82. nephew of 
J mes Fenimore Cooper, died Sept. 
5 in Hollywood. He was a former 
foreign correspondent for the New 


{ 


York World, but hud resided in 
Southern Celifornie- for 


years, 
! Lawrence Gilman, 61, music critic 


;of the New York Herald Tribune, | 


|died Saturday (9) at Sugar Hill, 
| N. H. 
| 1923 after serving as managing editor 
of Harper’s Weekly, a member of the 
| editorial staff of Harper’s Magazine, 
'and music, drama and literary critic 
| for the North American Review. Ad- 


ditionally, he was program anno- 


work winning | 


He was named to that post in |} 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


gium was also in a position between 
the fires of German-Franco warfare 
| (Metro). Through this all there 
|seeps the undertones of American 
propaganda, striving to keep America 
|out of war. More notable along this 
|}idea is Universal's short, ‘March of 
| Freedom,’ which t.aces America’s 
‘fight for democracy, from the Revo- 
lution to post-World War days. It’s 
a typical flag-waver, narrated stir- 
|ringly by MacNamee, and was un- 
| questionably in the files awaiting a 
| timely screening such as this. 

Rest of the program is anii-climac- 
itic. Football’s call to the 
| would ordinarily have been 
greater interest had it not been for 
the international crisis. Fox and 


here are the National Air Races in 
| Cleveland, caught by Metro, which 
'Show Roscoe Turner winning a 
;race. Fox’s cameraing of the Davis 
Cup loss by the U. S. to the Aus- 
| tralian team is excellent, getting the 
entire court in what was tantamount 
to a closeup. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Fantinos (4), Carmel Abbott, Olive 
White, Duffins (2), Jack La Rue & 
Co., Oriental Sweethearts, Verne 
Buck; ‘Susannah of the Mounties’ 
(20th) and ‘Mutiny on the Black- 
| hawk’ (U). 


Okay show on the stage currently, 
!with only the headliner failing to 
'manage any real act. Yack La Rue 
jis on too long in his personal appear- 
;ance. Opening portion of the turn 
should be sliced out entirely since it 
completely lacks entertainment. He 
attempts some comedy gagging about 
WPA and it fails to get across. How- 
,ever, later, La Rue goes into one for 
dramatic ‘death-house’ monolog 
that is suitable for this audience. 
Femme partner is used for some of 
the crossfire, and she laier essays a 
pop vocal that could be dispensed 
| with. 

| Opening acrobatic turn, the four 
|Fantinos, is solid, with the strong- 
arm work of one of the women being 
particularly effective. While sus- 
,pended from crossbar she holds up 


her three partners. In between 
there is some iron-jaw stuff, and 
especially an  over-arm flip-flop 


marathon by the other femme in the 
Lillian Leitzel manner. Act is play- 
able anywhere, but the two women 
could brighten up their wardrobe. 
Carmel Abbott, amateur contest 
| winner, is here this week and scored 
solidly with her pop vocalizing. 
| Verne Buck, capable m.c., does 
| plenty to put the young girl over. 
/Olive White is a novelty musical 
act, playing guitar, fiddle, clarinet 


tator for the N. Y. Philharmonic So- 
ciety since 1921, and authored a 
number of books on music. 

Robert W. Edgren, 65, noted news- 
|; paper cartoonist and sports writer, 
| died Saturday (9) in Del Monte, Cal. 

Beginning his newspaper career on 
the San Francisco Examiner, he first 
came to attention as political car- 
| toonist on the N. Y. Evening Journal. 
'He became sports editor of the old 
N. Y. Evening World in 1904, and his 
sports cartoons and articles were 
widely syndicated. After the war, 
he returned to California to live and 
was appointed to the California Box- 
ing Commission. He resigned that 
post in 1932 because of ill health. 

Wisler Gable Zeamer, 39. executive 
editor of the Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin, died Sunday (10) in Philly. 
| He had been associated with the Bul- 

letin since 1936, having gone to that 
daily from the executive editorship 
'of the Memphis (Tenn.) Commercial 
! Appeal. Previously, he had been 
city editor of the Pittsburch Gazette 
'and Times and city editor of the De- 
troit Times. 

Jack Kahane, 52, 
known newspaperman, 
day (7) in Paris. A 
American citizen, he had worked for 
vears on the Paris edition of the 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune. Previously, 
he had published newspapers in 
Paris and in Manchester, England. 

Col. Sim Jacobs, 75, onetime Hollvy- 
wood correspondent for a string of 
English newspapers, died in Los An- 
geles Sunday (10). 


CHATTER 

Lathrop Aroniss has his New York 
' Publishing Service under way. 

Radio and Television Publishing 
Co. formed by Alfred A. Ghirardi. 

Hendrik Willem van Loon talks 
before the Advertising Women of 
|N. Y. on Oct. 10. 

For People Everywhere, the mag, 
goes to a larger-size format with 
the current number. 

Edward Donahoe to his place in 


internationally 
died Thurs- 
naturalized 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 40 


colors | 
of | 


‘in addition to some passable war- 
| bling. Sells her turn shrewdly. 

| Well-rounded dance act delivered 
'by the Duffins, who still bank on 
_the novelty doll dance as their best 
‘item. Executed smartly and effect- 
ively to wind up the turn. Thev 
|open with a semi-tap number, with 
the girl following to come through 
with a fine stretch of contortion 
‘routine. Has plenty of good stunts 
in the number, but should weave the 
bits together more smoothly for bet- 
ter effect. 

| Business strong here last show on 
Friday (8). Gold. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. §. 
| Nixon & Sans, Ted & Art Miller, 


During and after the last war, | has been launched in New York by | Metro gander a few of the college | Dennett & Dae, Don Harris, Novaline 
newsprint prices went from around the Book and Magazine Guild, the | a in preparation for the season, 


| Payne, Milton Frank, Jack Wend- 
overs Orch, Glamour Girls Line; 
_‘Mr. Moto Takes a Vacation’ +20th). 
| Advent of school season suggests 
monicker, ‘Campus Carnival’, for this 
50-minute stage show, but campus 
atmosphere is confined to line pro- 
ductions. Under the present policy 
| Of weaving in standard acts with the 
production numbers developed local- 
ly, contrast between theme idea and 
|fiavor of acts is constantly evident. 
| Follow througn on the theme would 
| aid the shows, but names are meant 
mainly to serve in the ads. 

Don Harris has been brought in 
|!from a Chi club as master of cere- 
monies, and likely to stay a few 
| weeks, Dennett and Dae lead off the 


stendard acts with routine of tap- 
ping, combining hoofing with drum- 
, ming of sticks on chairs, drums and 
| floor. Act is suitable as opener, and 
_ Dennett shows himself to have the 
edge in offerings, although team’s co- 
| ordination is okay. 
| Harris inserts his own singing here, 
baritoning ‘That’s Why Darkies Were 
Born’ as a specialty and ‘Donkey 
' Serenade’ via contrast. Singing is of 
quality that will welcome m.c. to 
shows for several weeks. 

Stretch of comic chatter and string 
plucking is offered by Ted and Art 
Miller. As a comedy duo, team has 
adequate material, but presentation 
Jeaves something lacking. Nixon and 
Sans in the closing spot later also 
offer a comedy turn with similar 
drawback. Both acts could stand 
condensation of about three minutes 
each to great advantage. 
| Between these turns line takes 
over for a specialty and is followed 
| by house singers Novaline Payne and 
Milton Frank dueting on ‘Igloo’ as 
their offering of the week. Vocal 
makes the grade. but twosome can 
better their work by adding pres- 
entation to their songs. This is likely 
to come with continued performing 
as both are newcomers to stage. 

Closing shag routine by line class- 
es as their best of the show, and 
winds proceedings up neatly. Quin. 


— 


Georgetown, Conn., to rest up from 
the European turmoil. 


Erich Maria Remarque back, but 


may go to France as a news cor- 
respondent. He's a Swiss citizen 
now. 

Another baby for the Joseph S. 
Lamps, their second. Mother is the 
short story scrivener, Pearl Gale- 
way. 


| John Macrae, head of E. P. Dutton 


& Co., book publishers, married, 
New Mrs. Macrae is the former Opal 
Wheeler. 

Arnold Zweig able to quit France 
just before the war broke out, and 
has gone to Jerusalem to work on @ 
new book. 

Arthur Kober’s forthcoming book 
of short stories to be called “Pardon 
Me for Pointing,’ instead of ‘Look 
Who’s Talking.’ 

Hutchins Hapgood, the newspaper 
correspondent and special writer, hzs 
written his memoirs, and Harcourt, 
Brace will publish. 

Norman Macleod, novelist and 
poet, will be the director of the 
newly-established Poetry Center in 
N. Y., opening Oct. 16. 

Roy E. Larsen elected president of 
Time, Inc. Henry R. Luce continues 
as chairman of.the board and senior 
editor of all Time publications. 

That harassed expression on 
face of John Hanrahan, the mag 
publisher, due to the fact he um- 
pires softball games on weekends. 

Richard Matthews Hallet getting 
set for a lecture tour as ‘a man 
who talks the way he writes, and 
writes the way he talks.’ Can't miss. 

Deems Taylor has written an in- 
troduction for Wallace Brockway 
and Herbert Weinstock’s ‘Men of 
Music,’ which Essandess will pubs 
lish, 

What is said to be the first book 
publishing organization in the U. S. 
operated by Negroes and publishing 


the 


' the works of members of the colored 


race only is Wendell Mailiiett & Co, 
Firm has just issued its first book, 


| ‘Haiti: The Calvary of a Soldier,’ by 
‘Col, Demosthenes Calixte. 


| OOOO ‘ 
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the site of the original La Conga. | 
Broadway Dancers will own and operate, and Hollywood “ 
alternate as attractions with Dick a Bi [Is Next Week 
_ | Gasparre’s and Oscar de la Rosa’s 
Henry Jaffe, 4 A’s exec, to the | bands. Robert Sherwood to New York. initia ss 
Coast next week. Olsen and Johnson inducted into| Norma Shearer back from Europe. ontinued from page 
Jack Roth batting at Club 18 for Saints and Sinners yesterday (Tues- Harry Cohn trained in from New! Romona Brownvill Tie Top Tap Pa apa aca. 


Pat Harrington. 

Eugenie Leontovich back from 
Lake Placid visit. 

The Bugs Baers back from six 
weeks on the Coast. 

Lex Carlin buosting Atlantic City 
for more legit tryouts. 

Jack Haskell slated to stage the 
dances for the next ‘Follies.’ 

Bill Halligan and Charles Mosconi | 
plotting a trip to Hollywood. 

Dave Bennett, dance stager, an- 
other repatriate from the Coast. 

Charles Bochert managing the 
Mineola Fair which ends Saturday 
(16). 

Henry Fink, pioneer m.c., now at 
Tappen’s, Sheepshead Bay seafood 
spot. 

A. Lightman, southern 
operator, back to Memphis, where he 
headquarters. 

Jack Benny in town for a few days 
following his American Legion per- 
formance in Chi. a> 

Tex Ritter, in town after winding 
up personal appearances south, due 
to head west Sept. 21. 

Nan-Ray, femme duo in presenta- 
tion houses, is the vaude team of 
Marie and Anne Clark. 

Leonard Goldenson, Paramount 
home office theatre exec to Detroit 
and several other keys. 

Elmer Kenyon will p.a. the 
Maurice Evans repertory tour, open- 
ing Oct. 30 in Princeton. 

Bernard (Metro) Sobel editing an 
elaborate show biz lexicon and an- 
thology for Century Press. 

Bill Stuhler back from the Coast 
where he went to set the new Al 
Pearce-Dole Pineapple contract. 

The Clifford C, Fischers sojourn- 
ing in a No. Canon drive manse in 
Bevhills for several more weeks. 

Sam Marx, Columbia talent scout, 
back to Hollywood after a long 


sojourn Booneing the summer stocks. 


Nitery trade up considerably. As- 
cribed to war reaction, and a desire 
to make merry and forget the other 
side. 

Between war and ‘war _ baby’ 
stocks, many a show biz exec is ona 
bicycle masterminding both these 


days. 

Walter Kelly, formerly with sev- 
eral radio agencies, now program di- 
rector and scripter at WAAT, New 
Jersey. 

T. X. Jones, chief of theatre ac- 
counting for Par, back on the job 
after being laid up two months with 
pneumonia. 

Capt. Harold Auten, American rep 
of Greater Union Theatres, spending 
a few weeks in country away from 
his N. Y. office. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadway mu- 
sical, mulling title infringement ac- 
tion against a vaudeville unit titled 
‘Street de Paree.’ 

Lotte Lehman returned last week 
from a concert tour of Australia and 
New Zealand and has taken a house 
at Riverdale, N. Y. 

Shepard Traube dialog directing 
on ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ full-length 
which March of Time is making for 
1939-40 RKO release. 

Hotel Astor’s Orangerie room has 
now added Sande Williams for dan- 
sapation; heretofore strictly dinner 
music by a string ensemble. 

Edward H. Smith, theatre opera- 
tor for years with Paramount, east 
discussing a future’ connection. 
Nothing set so far, however. 

Ed Sullivan, who came east to m.c. 
the News’ Harvest Mooners, likes 
New York so well he’s lingering here 
until around Sept. 26 when he must 
return, 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
will bill the show as their ‘Out- 
rageous Production’ of “The Taming 
of the Shrew’ when they revive it 
again this fall. 

Herman Bernie, erstwhile man- 
ager of Myron Selznick agency’s New 
York office, will open an office of 
his own next week. Been operating 
from his home. 

A prior commitment in a Toronto 
vaudfilmer for one week kayoed a 
four-week booking for Henny 
Youngman to succeed Milton Berle 
as m.c. at the International Casino. 

International background of most 
restaurants’ personnel has edicted a 
general ruling by cafe proprietors 
not to mastermind the war—either 
in the kitchen or even with cus- 
tomers. 

L. V. Calvert, who supervises dis- 
tribution alignments for Selznick- 
International, now splitting his time 
between UA and Metro, on account 
of ‘Gone With Wind’ being handled 
by M-G. 

Helen Bonfils and George Somnes, 
who have been operating Elitch’s 
Gardens, Denver, during the sum- 
mer, due in New York Sept. 17 and 
will immediately put Victor Wolf- 
son’s ‘Pastorale’ into rehearsal. 

Vince Hart is functioning again 
with the eastern production code 
division of the Hays office. He’s in 
charge while Francis S. Harmon, 
head of eastern codists, is on the 
Coast huddling with Joe Breen. 

Howard Wierum of Eva LeGalli- 
enne’s company, Robert Conrey from 
Locust Valley, and Richard Benedict 
of the Paper Mill strawhat, have 
had their Columbia screen tests sent 
to the Coast for final determina- 


on. 
Dario (and Diane) and Ramon 
(and Renita) partnered in the new 


day) when they were the ‘fall guys’ 
at the luncheon. Latter was served 
in complete reverse, starting with 
coffee and ending with the entree 
and soup. 


ley’s Stork Club aide, gets billing 
announcing the 
Club, on the site of Le Mirage, East | 
54th class spot, which the Stork’s | 
boniface also will operate starting | 
Oct. 3. Intended as strictly a formal 
post-dinner room. 


-_--- 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Mother of Florence Meng, of War- 
ners, passed away. 

Monogram and Grand National oc- 
cupying new quarters. 

Netty Solomon, RKO booker in 
Chicago, visiting here. 

Donald Nathanson, son of Mono- 
gram distributor, a bridegroom. 

Don Conley, Columbia salesman, 
recuperating from appendectomy. 
Eddie Burke, indie distributor, in 
U. S. Veterans’ hospital for rest. 
George Granstrom’s Highland, new 
Twin City indie nabe house, opened. 
Palace, 2,000-seat lower loop grind 
house, scheduled to reopen Sept. 16. 
W. H. Workman, M-G branch man- 
ager, in Chicago for sales confer- 
ence. 

H. B. Johnson, Universal branch 
manager, in Chicago for business 
conference. 

RKO’s reissue of March of Time 
‘Maginot Line’ in heavy exhibitor 
demand here. 

Mrs. Sol Lebedoff, wife of inde- 
pendent exhibitor, recovering from 
serious illn@ss. 

Lowell Kaplan at the Pantages 
host to high school athletes at ‘Boys’ 
Town’ showing. 

Martin Lebedoff, indie nabe ex- 
hibitor, backfield football coach at 
Robbinsdale high school. 

Bill Donald, of Paramount, back 
from two-week honeymoon trip and 
domiciled in new home. 

W. R. Frank, independent circuit 
operator, taken ill in California and 
forced to cut vacation short and re- 
turn home. 

Bill Evidon, Columbia head booker, 
escaped with slight injuries when he 
wrecked his auto in order to avoid 
hitting another car. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Bob Zurke band held over at El 
Patio Room, Hotel Chase. 

Forest Park Highlands, town’s ma- 
jor amusement park, closed 43d sea- 
son last week. 

Rudolph Reidelsberger inked to 
baton orch at Garrick, burlesk house, 
for ninth successive season. 

Tudor Cameron, stage comic, has 
entered Will Rogers Memorial Hos- 
pital at Saranac Lake, N. Y. 

Jimmy Harris, press agent at 
Loew’s, has been commissioned a 
lieutenant in the U. S. Army. 
Herman Tipton, prez of Lemay 
Distributing Co., coin phonograph 
business, died of pneumonia at local 
hospital. 

The St. Louis, a 4,000-seater op- 
erated by the St. Louis Amus. Co., 
has currently revived ‘All Quiet on 
the Western Front.’ 

Total attendance during second 
season of Civic Theatre, Inc., straw- 
hatter, closed last week, was 15,000. 
Biggest share of profits to be put 
back into the enterprise for im- 
provements, etc. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


‘Chips’ (M-G) socko at the St. 
James, Sydney. 

Marjorie Lawrence clicked at the 
State, Sydney, for Greater Union. 

Kapferer is importing Conti- 
nental pic, ‘Paradise Perdu,’ for a 
run try in these parts. 

Bob Lyon, U. S. band leader, 
opened well at the Trocadero, Syd- 
ney, for Jack Musgrove. 

Lord Lurgan, Irish tenor, doing a 
short season here for the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. 

Peter Dawson is a strong click in 
Melbourne for Greater Union in con- 
junction with ‘3 Smart Girls’ (U). « 

Show biz continues at a low ebb 
in New Zealand owing to bitterly 
cold weather and the war fever. 

Williamson-Tait has revived ‘Wild- 
flower’ at the Royal, Sydney. Marie 
Burke and Melton Moore have 
leads. 

Dave Martin running special mats 
for femmes only during revival the 
legit ‘Women,’ at the Minerva. Syd- 
ney, by arrangement with William- 
son-Tait. 

Syd Greisman lookseeing New 
Zealand for Associated Talking Pic- 
tures. ‘Four Just Men,’ spy pic, 
Melbourne, cleaning up for ATP in 
Melbourne. 

Cinesound’s ‘Gone to the Dogs’ 
premieres in Brisbane. Work about 
completed on ‘Come Up Smiling.’ 
with Will Mahoney, while Ken G. 


La Martinique for October preem on 


new 9 O'Clock | 


| York. 


Harry Joe Brown back from New | 


ork. 
Joe Cooper in from the east for the 


Fred Armour, Sherman Billings- | winter. 


Maxie Rosenbloom dropped by 
Warners. 

Mickey Rooney back from eastern 
personals. 

Sam Marx back from his eastern 
talent quest. 

Madeleine Carroll planed in after 
fleeing Paris. 

Ida Cantor gave birthday party for 
Ben Holzman. 

Joe E. Brown packing up for the 
world’s series. 

Jerry Dale leaving Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s praisery. 

Glenda Farrell due in from sum- 
mer of strawhatting. 

Edward Everett Horton back from 
eastern strawhatters. 

Joy Hodges and Gilbert Doorly 
here on wedding trip. . 

Rawlings-Baldey agency dissolved, 
Mrs. Baldey going solo. : 

Sammy Cohen in from Australia 
and Honolulu vaude route. 

Bill Gartner here from New York 
to join Paramount flackery. 

Winnie Sheehan adding two nags 
to his Hidden Valley stables. 

Rouben Mamoulian east to talk 
play deal with Theatre Guild. 7 

Frank Whitbeck will show off his 
elephants at Texas State Fair. 

Capt. John Prout at Warners as 
technical advisor on ‘Fighting 69th.’ 

George . Delacorte, Jr., Modern 
Screen publisher, back from Hawaii. 

Barbara Stanwyck and_ Robert 
Taylor will vacash in South America. 

Gloria Jean personaling with “The 
Under-Pup’ in Toronto and Montreal. 

Leona Maricle signed by Metro 
for snot in ‘Judge Hardy and Son.’ 

Hedy Lamarr’s mother en route 
from England to make her home 
here. 

James Roosevelt planed in follow- 
ing visit with parents at Hyde 


ark. 

Robert Gillham in from N. Y. for 
confabs with Terry DeLapp and Cliff 
Lewis. 

Irving Brecher planed to N. Y. 
on first lap of South American va- 
cation. 

Ruth Clifford, star of the silents, 
given a part in ‘Swanee River’ at 
20th-Fox. 

Charles Munro bound for Aussie 
after parleys here and east with 20th- 
Fox execs. 

John McGuire forsaking the 
Broadway stage for picture work at 
Paramount. 

George Weiss replaced Troy Orr 
at 20th Fox in charge of trailers and 
advertising. 

Abe Meyer out for Manhattan to 
see wife, Lois January, in Broad- 
way’'s ‘Yokel Boy.’ ‘ 

Fred Stanley again press agenting 
Boris Morros, vice Jack McCurdy, 
who's back to RKO. 

Charlotte Greenwood and husband, 
Martin Broones, in from _ three 
months in Australia. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Ben Jaffe home after a year in the 
hosp, but still pretty sick. 

John Pollock first legit agent to 
hit town this season, ahead of ‘Sky- 
lark.’ 

Tony Lombardo back from a sum- 
mer at Antigo, Wisc., minus his ap- 
pendix. 

Variety Club has resumed its big 
monthly show at Veterans’ Hospital, 
Aspinwall. 

Reigh Allshouse, former New York 
agent, back in Pittsburgh, managing 
Sky-Vue nitery. 

Steve Sortinos (he’s with Maurice 
Spitalny outfit) expect a visit from 
the stork shortly. 

Organist Johnny Duffy taking a 
rest after winding up three-month 
run at the Willows. 

Mother of S. Sylvan Simon, Metro 
director, home from vacation with 
her son in Hollywood. - 

Marc Daniels and Terry Turner in 
ahead of Jesse L. Lasky’s Gateway 
to Hollywood auditions. ; 

Bert Layton and his Four Flirts 
touring New England and Canada 
until Christmas, at least. 

Former Show Boat m.c. Bobby 
Peters now batoning a band for 
Music Corp. of America. 

Fred Burleigh back from Cohasset, 
Mass., strawhat season to prepare for 
Playhouse opener Oct. 23. 

Paul Moss, manager of fighter 
Billy Soose, also piloting band of his 
brother-in-law, Nat Brusiloff. 

The C. J. Lattas have closed their 
eottage on Lake Chautauqua efter 
spending most of summer there. 

Freda Pope and Eddie Hess, own- 
ers of Plaza cafe, celebrated 12th 
wedding anniversary last week. 

Fred Coakley, press agent for the 
Pines. seriously ill in Suburban 
hospital from intestinal disorder. 

Ed Shafer. back from a summer 
in Atlantic City, to manage the Ca- 
sino for George Jaffe again this sea- 
son. 

Jackie Heller, who quit ‘Yokel 
Boy’ a month ago, to New York 
again after spending week with his 


Hall is readying ‘Overland Tele- 
graph.’ 


Ls 


family here. 


Hal White 
Scaler's 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Lurdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O'Bien 
706 Club 
Al Harris Oro 
Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 
Wayne King Oro 
Red Ravin Ore 
tay Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude l’armenter 
Spa 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Gale 6 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Norman Priest 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Thelma 
Arline May 


Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Country Cluo 
Sherdina Walker O 
Slin Thomas 
5 Aces of Rhythm 
Ann Baker 
Dorothea Adams 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Bloomfield & G 
Streamlined Sue 
Duke & Prinve 
Dick Montgomery 
Helen Wiles 


Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Sammy Birk 
Phil Arden 
3 Smart Gls 
Jackie Rogan 
Mary Lou Mann 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 


Phil Kaye 
Joan Collette 
Blondell 2 


Armand & Julianna 
Eddie Barnes 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 
Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Bill Lochman 
Lola Walker 
Harry Meyers 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Ore 


Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 


Bill Green’s 
Jack McLean Ore 


Crest 
Jimmy Smith Ore 
Eddie Jones 
June Gardner 
Jack Rodgers 
Carnevale Puppets 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 


Club Cariton 
Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 
Cork and Bottle 
Carla Moore 
Nick Parillo 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Mike Peyton 
Bertha Muller 
Hazel Calloway 
Fl Congo 
King Bass Ore 
Connie Simms 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage 
Buddy Mack 
The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAllister 
Evergreen Gardens 
George Paurer Ore 
Moran Sis 
Kay Burke 
Hotel Henry 
Dale Harkness Ore 
Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 


Billy Catizone 


Harry Martin 


Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 

Billy Gray 

Jerry Bergen 

Chet LBoswell 
Rider Sis 

Rosalie & Webster 
Thelma Ward 


Town and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng'd Ore 
Larry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Tielen Savage 
Joan Rogers 
Mignon 
Rags Gatlagher 
Joan Harris 
Jack Farrell 
Eve Evon 
Ray Wencell 

Toy's 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
sill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Ore 
M Merrymaker Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Reguette 
Lee Leighton 


Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Hatton’s Club 
Fred Heikell 
Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 
Kay Kristman 
Mary Jane 
Hotel Allerton 
Sondra & J Steele 
Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 
Hotel Hollenden 
Rob Millar Ore 
St Clair & Day 
Don Hooton 
Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Oro 
Vic Corpora 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 
Monaco's Cafe 
Willard Pott's Ore 
Virginia Carroll 
Grant Wilson 
Mounds Club 
Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 
Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Charlotte Clatre 
4 Grands 
Robertson & White 
Tom Ball Gls (8) 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Ore 
Don Kave 
Stanley Club 
George Winter Ore 
Karyl Norman 
Jackie Maye 
Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


PITTSBURGH 


Johnny fritz 

Al DiLernia 
Kennywood 

Dick Barrie Ore 

Blanche La Bow 

Eddie Metcalfe 


Monterey 
Billy Springer Ore 


New Penn 
Ralph Allen Ore 
Sherry Lane 
Diamond & Faust 
Garnette Tallchief 
Dolly Cushman 


Nixon Cafe 


Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 

Joe Burns Coe 
Lornetti Sis 
Paulins 

Angelo Di Palma 


Nut House 


5 Rhythmaniacs 
Alice Brooks 
Boogy-Woogy 
Jack Lewis 

Zip Klein 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 

Jim Buchanan 
Harry Nossokoff 


Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 


Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Lynn & Mason 
Dewey Moon 
Betty Nylander 
Chiecquita 
Jack Smith 

Riviera 
Fran Eichler Ore 

Show Boat 
H Middleman Ore 
Mimi Chevalier 
Tampa, Jr 
Mitchell & Rayburn 
Nora Lewis 

Sky-Vue 
Tommy Dolan Ore 

Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 


Nelson Maples Ore 
Billy Rizzo 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 


Howard Baum Oro 
Buzz Aston 
Jean Boaz 
Joe Bilotto 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babette’s 
Beth Challis 
Pat Shelvin 
Manno & Strafford 
Honey Murry 
Eric Correa 
Bath & Turf Club 


Jayne Manners 

3 Playboys 

Armando & Lita 

Joe Rollo 

Harry Dobbs 
Celebrity Club 

Frances Faye 

Eddy Bradd Ore 

500 Club 


Bea Saxson 

Ross, Palmer S 
Kay, Katya & Kay 

Powers Gouraud 

Howard Brooks 

Muriel Thomas 

Milray Gls 

Sammy Watkins 
Hotel President 

(Round-World Km) 

Virginia Verrtll 

Shalita & Carlton 

Elsa Harris 

Mort Braude Ore 
Merry Go Round 

Nat Brandwynne 

Dale Sherman 

Al Shelleday 


Nomad 
Sally Keith 
Dave Fpx 
Madge Carmyle 
Zola Grey 
Elaine Jordan 
Edna Thom; son 
Sid Rose 
Paddock Int'l 
George Scotti 
Zorita 
Marie Kibbe 
Billy Harris 
Irma Lynn 
Walter Cole 
Freddy Farmery O 
Paradise 
Kaloah 
Bill Bailey 
Doris Rh'mbottom 
Lethia Hill 
Charlie Johnson Or 
Blondina 
Willie Jackson & Jr 
foscoe Simms 
Jellie Smith 
Mary Stafford 
Raymond & Ford 
Kitty Murray 
Renault 
Eddie White 
Mildred King 
Charlie Masters 


Lee Bartell 
3 Lunatrix 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Ore 
Bowery 
Los Chicos (5) 
Claire Gregore 
Weston & Knight 
Amos Jacobs 
Charley Carlisle 
Diane Rowland 
Lenora’s Debs (8) 
Johnny King 
Benny Resh Oro 
Blue Lantern 
Chuck Mim’ger's Or 
4 Flashes 
Mae Devine 
Gale Reynolds 
Drake Sis 
Elmer Brown 
Krank Temple 
Marie Paul 
Chene-Trombley 
‘The Drunkard 


Marty Souther 
A Ferguson 
Gertrude Winer 


Billy Morell 
Jim Stevenson Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
June Carmen 
Dick Haviland 
Phil & Yvonne 
Wally & Frances 
Eddie Bratton Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Auld Trio 
Club Imperial 
Huntho Chan 
H'’wood Beauties 12 
Marge Mansell 
Nub Brown Ore 
Club Lido 
Covert & Reed 
Story Sis (2) 
Texas Rockets 
Ralph Tisher Ore 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Anglesey 
Eddie LaRue B (5) 
Don & Jeannette 
Dorothy Holder 

Bowery 
‘Red’ And'son O (3) 
Lillian Goodhue 
Thomas & Mor'son 
Danny Brown Co 

Commodore 
Ken Davenport Ore 
A. Murray Dancers 
‘Drunkard’ 

Coronado 
Dick Treso Bd (6) 
Maxine Demars 

Curly’s 
Oscar Bellman Orc 
Raye Sis 
Jimmy Hegg 
Flying Wheels (2) 
Miss Jeannette 

Curtis 
Dick Long Ore (8) 
Bonny Verner 

Del Otero 

Lloyd LaBrie Ore 
Excelsior Park 
Joe Billo's Ore 


Neblolo’s 
Yevo & Doro 
Freddie Maher 
Di Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Northwood Inn 
Spec & Spot 
Bob Carter 
Joe Holmes 
Jack Campbell Ore 
Harry Davis 
Lee Webb 

Oasis 

Leonard Seel Oro 
June & Jerry 
Dorothy Doulas 
Gladys Delmar 
Helen Barbour 
Ken Conroy 
Mme Curie R (30) 

Palm Beach 
Danny Beck 
Wally & Francis 
Samuel's Dane (8) 
Don Pablo Ore 

Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Happy-Go-Lucky B 
Suzanne & Christine 
J Burton De Vant 

Redford Inn 
Don Miller 

Club Royale 
Danny Demetre Ore 
Yost Guardsmen (8) 
Russell Swan 
Whit Wobblers (8) 
Parisiennes (8) 
Don Julian & M 
Helen Holmes 
Paul Rosini 

San Diego 
Dino & Rosita 
Nelson Thomas 
Geo Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 

Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Room) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Bob Allen 


AND ST. PAUL 


Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen O (6) 
Madelyn Joyce 

Lounge Pierre 
Ken DeViliers Ore 

Marigold 
Bobby Griggs Ore 
Minnesota Terrace 
Dale Rhodes Ore 
Jack Gwynne Co 
P & R Charise 
Karie & Le lLaron 
A Murray Dan (2) 

President 
Al Wethe Oro 
Sheldon Gray 
Rennett & Crawf'd 
Tom Allen 
Ray Rowles 

Terrace Cafe 
Howard LeRoy Ore 
Marguerite Claudet 
Stewart & Lee 
Town & Country 

Club 


Craig Buie 
Hy Ackerman Ore 
Dave Ackerman 


SYRACUSE 


Andy’s Inn 
Abel Barbuto 
Larry Layton 
Elton & Rita 
Jerry McKenna 
Kay Sanborn 

Avalon 
Stu Garling 
Eeke Raymond 


Club Candee 


Delahanty Sis 
Lee Jackson 
Jerry Spencer 
Leon Royky Ore 
Al & Rosemary 
Lee Jackson 
Chana Lopez 
Peggy Mack 
Betty Smythe 
Brownie Hodge 
Club Irving 
Obie Johnson Ora 
Dina Martin 
Chansonettes 
Johnny & J Horn 
Club Miami 
Chas K Harris 
Barry & English 
Sally Ferguson 
Diana Leeds 
Enna Jettick Park 
Sonny James Orc 
Esma Wilson 
Greenwich Village 
Arlene Hilton 
Helen Nolan 


June DeVoe 
Helen Gray 
Leah Ray 
Bobby Williams 
Hotel Onondaga 
(Starlight Roof) 
Herb Gordon Ore 
Royal Jesters 
Bonnie Blue 
Hotel Syracuse 
Terrace Room 
Les Brown Ore 
Herb Muse 
Miriam Shaw 
Luigi’s 
Mickey Mann Oro 
Loretta Reardon 
North’n Flashes (6) 
Sloan Bros (3) 
Nickey Dell 
Palm Gardens 
Joan Meech Ore 
Richardson's 
Cass Sanders Ore 
Rita Armitage 
Whit Wagner 
Smith's Pier 
Stu Ellison Orc 
Town Club 
Maxine Wright 
Howard Orc 
Al Henry 
Marie Hansen 
Leona Way 
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OBITUARIES 


DR. HUGO RIESENFELD 


Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld, 60, musical 
conductor, stage and film composer, 
died Sept. 10 in Los Angeles. 

Widow and daughter, Janet, a 
dancer, who authored book, 
‘Dancer in Madrid,’ recounting her 
experiences during siege of Spain, 
are survivors. 

Details in the picture section of 
this issue. 


KATHRYN KIDDER 

Kathryn Kidder, 71, top-ranking 
American aciress, who, following her 
Gebut in 1885, had essayed scores of 
roles, died in a New York hospital 
Sept. 7. The wife of Dr. Louis 
Kaufman Anspacher, playwright and 
lecturer, had been confined to her 
home in Ossining, N. Y., for three 
months due to failing health, and 
w 3 removed to the hospital Aug. 29. 


brooke, legit producers. For several 

seasons he had toured in vaudeville 

with his wife, Grace Avery. 
Funeral services held in N.Y. 


LEILA HUGHES AARONS 


Leila Hughes Aarons, 
Ruth Hughes Aarons, world’s cham- 
pion table tennis player, died at her 
home in New York Sept, 2 after a 
long illness. 

As Leila Hughes she played leads 
in musical comedies about 25 years 
ago, and retired from the stage when 
she married the late Alfred E. 
Aarons, then general manager for 
Klaw & Erlanger. 

Miss Aarons and another daughter 
survive, 


MAURICE DOWNEY 
Maurice Downey, veteran vaude 
performer, died in the Actors’ Fund 
Home, Englewood, N. J., Sept. 4. 


mother of | 


Staggers, N.Y. State 
"40 Expo to Be Curtailed 


Syracuse, Sept. 12. 

Alarmed by the financial letdown 
which developed from the annual 
|New York State Fair ended Satur- 
day (9), officials are already plan- 
ning a program of retrenchment for 
next year. 

The exposition, lengthened to 15 
days, was expected to draw 500,000, 
but only 284,055 went through the 
gate. This compares with 363,770 
for 13 days last year and 271,594 for 
eight days in 1937. As a result, only 
eight or nine days are planned for 
next season. 


N.Y. Fair's Midway 
Ops Can't See How 
They Il Get Even 


WHAT THEY THINK 


i 


Bill Fields’ Fable 


New York. 
| Editor, Variety: 


| In a one-act play called ‘Spread- | 


ing the News,’ written some 15 years 
ago by an English author whose 
|name I do not recall, the central par- 
iticipants were rural characiers 


{known as Mr. Fallon, Mrs. Fallon 
one Jack Smita. 


| In the course of the play Mrs. Fal- 
_lon’s apple-basket is accidentally up- 
set and Jack Smith mislays his hay- 
fork. Mr. Fallon retrieves the fork 
and follows Jack Smith in order to 
return it to him. 


cumstances together and multiply 
them into a story that Jack Smith 
attacked Mrs. Fallon and that Mr. 
| Fallon was pursuing him with a hay- 
| fork to wreak a vicious vengeance. 
|The innocent incident thus builds 
-into an atmosphere of mayhem and 
murder, 

Just as exaggerated as were Mr. 


Wagging tongues put these cir-| 


this firm, a small one at the time, 
before he could persuade it to put 
out ‘Tarzan.’ 

Even had I had either the money 
or the inclination, I could not have 
‘bought into’ A. C. McClurg & Co., 
‘one of the oldest, largest and richest 
houses in Chicago, which had at that 
time the finest retail bookstore west 
of New York—a minor department 
‘of their business. They were jobbers 
of stationery, books, toys and art ob- 
jects, with a large plant on the North 
Side of Chicago and a seles force 
‘covering the entire United States. 

Like every other reputable pub- 
lishing house in the country, they 
jhad turned down ‘Tarzan of the 
' Apes’; then, after its newspaper syn- 
idication, they received so many re- 
|quests for it from retail booksellers 
'that they came to me and asked to 
publish it. 
| Not that anybody gives a damn. 

Edgar Rice Burroughs. 


Fallon’s intentions, is the story that | 


y k, N. J., the daugh- 
Born in Newar & there is any backstage discord ut the | 


Sir Edwards’ Echo 


Guest of the home for the past year, 


ter of Col. H. M. Kidder, in 1885, she 
made her debut in Chicago at 17 as 
Lucy Fairweather in ‘The Streets of 
London,’ then came to New York, 
where her first appearance was as 
Countess Morynski in ‘Nordeck.’ She 
was best known for her Catherine in 
‘Madame Sans Gene,’ produced in 
1895. 

She made an intensive study of 
dramatics in N. Y., Paris and Lon- 
don, and after the turn of the cen- 
tury played in ‘Macbeth’ and ‘School 
for Scandal’ while in Frederick 
Warde’s company; 1906 saw her in 
‘The Embarrassment of Riches’ and 
in following years she was in ‘The 
Washerwoman Duchess,’ “The Shad- 
ow of the Glen’ and ‘A Woman of 
Impulse,’ among others. Soon after 


|residents being from legit. 


' were held in N.Y.. Sept. 7 and burial 


| Baltimore Sept. 10 after a long ill- 


appearing in ‘All the King’s Horses,’ | 


written by her husband, at the Acad- 
emy of Music, Baltimore, she retired 
except for a brief return in ‘Re- 
member the Day,’ produced in 1935 
by Philip Dunning at the Mansfield, 
IN, 

Services were held in N, Y. 
body was cremated. 


The 


NAHUM ZEMACH 
Nahum Zemach, 52, who founded 
and directed the Habimah theatre of 
Moscow, which later became the of- 


cuits, 


| Wisconsin 
| erates picture theatres in Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan, died Sept. 5 in 


ficial state theatre of Palestine, died | 


in New York Sept. 
months’ illness, 

Born in Russia, in what is now 
part of Poland, he was long inter- 
ested in establishing a Hebrew- 
speaking theatre and in 1913 went to 
Vienna where, with the aid of a 
small company, succeeded in getting 
the Habimah under way. Later, it 
moved to Warsaw and, after a brief 
tenure there, proceeded to Moscow 
shortly after the revolution. 

In the Habimah’s eight-year stay 
in Moscow, an adjunct of the 
Moscow Art Theatre, its most note- 
worthy production was ‘The Dyb- 
buk.” Zemach toured throughout 
Europe with it and in 1926 came to 
the U. S. when Sol Hurok secured 
the company for American appear- 
ances, 

More recently he had been di- 
rector of the Beth-am theatre, Pal- 
estine, and upon returning to Amer- 
ica a few years ago, became man- 


8 after a six 


as 


jhe was one of the few vaudeville 
|artists who lived there, most of the 


He had toured the leading cir- 
doing comedy sketches and 
characterizations. Funeral services 


followed in the NVA plot, Kensico 
cemetery, N.Y. 


EDWARD V. CUPERO 
Edward V. Cupero, musical direc- 
tor, composer and arranger, died in 


ness. An arranger at the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., when that house had 
a stage show policy, he also had 
conducted in legit theatres. 

Services will be held today (Wed.) 
from his home in Baltimore. Sur- 


Concessionaires on the New York 
World’s Fair midway are threaten- 
ing direct action against the manage- 
ment when informed that a program 
of free: dancing to name bands had 
been set for the Textile Building in 
the major exhibit display zone. 
Starting Sept. 20 it may continue 
until exposition § closes. Midway 
show operators term this ‘the final 
blow.’ They claim that by staging 
this free dancing away from the 
amusement sector it is certain to at- 
tract crowds there, and sure to 
further murder the amusement zene. 

John Krimsky, director of enter- 
tainment, is credited with the new 
proposal and has apparently sold 
management on the idea even to the 


viving are his widow, Margaret; a 
daughter, Mrs. Garland Milburn, of | 
Albany, and a grandson. | 
CHARLES LOWENBERG 
Charles Lowenberg, 55 director of 
advertising and publicity for the Fox 
Amus. Corp., which op- 


'automobiles and 


extent of having prize dances, with 
other gifts given 
away at the rate of one per week. 


by 25.000 per. Con- 
cessionaires want the free dances 
with the elaborate details at night in 
the area formerly occupied by the 
defunct Wild West show. They say 
it is the only way they will get a 


Cincinnati. He had been ill more’ break, although dubious about its 
than a year. heavy drawing possibilities. Krim- 
Surviving are his widow and sky formerly had the Hall of Music 
daughter. ‘under his wing but was shifted to 
ae the Wild West show when the Fair 

| Dr. Harter W. March, 69, once took over its management. 
identified with the Nancy Boyer; Unofficial survey of the amuse- 
stock company and associated with! ment area this week reveals that 


ager of the Jewish unit of the Fed- ' 


eral Theatre Project. 

Surviving are a brother, Benjamin, 
choreographer; his widow, a son and 
sister. 


WILLIAM H. WHITE 

William H. White, 69, who ap- 
peared in scores of musical comedies 
and operettas, died in New York 
Sept. 7 after a short illness. 

Native of Weymout, Mass., he 
studied music in Boston and began 
his career there with the Bostonians 
in ‘Robin Hood.’ Other musicals in 
which he was cast included ‘The 
Student Prince,’ ‘Chocolate Soldier,” 
‘You're in Love,’ ‘High Jinks’ and 
‘The Wizard of the Nile.’ In the 
last decade he was seen in ‘Simple 
Simon,’ with Ed Wynn in 1931, and 
more recently was with the Federal 
Theatre Project at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. 

His widow survives. 


wane 


JOHN E. HENSHAW 


John E. Henshaw, 81, retired legit 
and vaude performer, died Sept. 4 
at the Brunswick Home, Amityville, 
L. I. Prior to coming to the Bruns- 
wick, he had lived at the Percy Wil- 
liams Home, East Islip, L. L, for 
years, 

Born in Albany, he first appeared 
On the stage with Robinson’s min- 
strels at 14. Later he became as- 
sociated with Wills, Henshaw & Ten- 


toured and 


his brother, Dr. Harry March, New 
York, in sponsoring musical comedy, 
died Sept. 1 at his home in Canton, 
O.. where for more than 20 vears he 
had been a dentist. A son, two 
brothers, including Dr. March, con- 
nected with the New York Giants of 
the National Professional Footbal] | 
league, and a sister survive, 

Mrs. Mary E, Journagan, 92. great- 
grandmother of Linda Darnell, 
screen plaver, died Thursday (7) in 
Vickery, Survived also by 
two daughters and son. 


Texas, 


Maude Truax, 54. former legit ac- 
tress and wife of Hugh Boswell. 
director at Metro, died Sept. 
6 in Los Angeles. 


as- 


sistant 


Tressa B. Ruth, 83, mother of Roy 
Del Ruth. film director, 
2 in Los Angeles. Another son and 


two daughters survive. 
Joe Rubiola, 33. died in Mexico 
City Sept. 6. Formerly of San An- 


tonio, he had gone to Mexico Ciiy to | 
play in pictures. 
Walter Calvert, 


in Lompoc, Cal., 


film exhibitor 
there Sept. 1. 


55, 


died 


Horton’s 33 °% 


Continued from page I! 


ings should 
him in the 

The laugh 
produced at 


triple the figure paid 
rural stock houses. 

was originally 
the Morosco, N. Y., in 
the late fall of 1931 and _ played 
through that season, Leslie Banks 
and Nigel Bruce playing the male 
leads. ‘Henry’ subsequently was 
has been used in the} 
theatres since. Stebbins | 


show 


summer 


'may book some repeat dates in ad- | 


| lywood 


| 


dition to sending the show on a long | 
tour starting in late October. 
Horton is currently showing 


lows that date in Milwaukee next 
week. He will then return to Hol- 
for one picture, ‘You're 
Right, That's Wrong,’ with Kay 
Kyser. Shooting of scenes in which 
he will appear is expected to be con- 
fined to two weeks, 


died Sept. | 


' wind 


in | 
‘Henry’ at Fitchburg, Mass., and fol- | 


about 26 concessions currently have 
been or are being aided outright 
with Fair coin, through financial aid 
in meeting payrolls, or through post- 
poning enforcement of strict pay- 
ment of percentages laid down in 
coniracts. Also estimated that out- 


side of three or four shows, others 


/on the midway will be lucky to pay 


weekly operating costs from now on. 


Even the most optimistic don’t be- 
lieve that more than six or seven 
shows or rides will wind up the 


season in the black. 
Big Losers 


Big losses include the Wild West 


show: NTG’s two. shows: Carni- 
valand (formerly Children’s World), 
still open, but approximately $1.300.- 
000 in the red: the Hall of Music, 
'which cost about $400,000, still has 
‘Hot Mikado,’ current attraction. a 


money-making proposition. Fair 
management apparently will hav 
shoulder the full loss at Carnivaland. 
It also has about $50.009 k 
Merrie England and a large 
in Sun Valley. 

Vast majority of the 
midway shows will fini 
amounting to what was ori: 
sunk in them. First inve 
overhead have been too heavy. 

Besides the Aquacade, the biggest 
money-maker by far, the Parachute 
Jump and Frank Buck’s Jungleland 
probablv will come closest to amor- 
tizing the first year and showing a 
profit. There may be others which 
may make the’ grade but it’s 
doubtful. 

Saddest commentary is that the 
season for the amusement zone will | 
un showing a substantial loss 
to the Fair management whereas the 
exposition had figured the midway | 


e to 


amount 


N ¥. Fair’s 
h with losses 
finally 


stments and 


likely to produce $2,000,000-$3.0007000 | 


revenue, 


Ripley's Tour 
Robert Ripley's Odditorium, 
Broadway, starts tour of 
sometime in October. Now being set 
| to open in Buffalo. 
Odditorium in N. Y. 
tute another set of acts. 
| put in new museum 
specialties while taking 
' fit on road. 


will substi- 
Ripley will 
pieces and 
present out- 


~ 


| Ethel Barrymore theatre where Miss 
Cornell, Mr. Lederer and Miss Gill- 


Time for Comedy.’ 
William Fields. 


Footnote on a Footnote 
Tarzana, Calif. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
In your issue of Aug. 23 there ap- 
peared an article captioned ‘Footnote 


accuracy of Alva Johnston’s Satur- 
day Evening Post story on me. I leap 
to the defense of Mr. Johnston: and, 
at the same time, question the accu- 
racy of your informant. 

Mr. Johnston 
hours at a time over a period of sev- 


|took many notes. It is not strange, 


‘ ; therefore, that there are minor inac- | 
| is reported to have told | euracies, minor exaggerations and | 
| Fair officials it would increase night | minor understatements in his article, 

| attendance 


which, when the manuscript was sub- 
mitted to me, I did not consider of 
sufficient importance to correct. 

Your article questions that I was 
getting 10c a word in less than a 
year after my first work was pub- 
| lished, or, for that matter, until many 
years Jater. As a matter of fact, I 
was being paid 10c a word two years 
after the publication of ‘Tarzan of 
the Apes’ in book form: but by Ray 
Long for Red Book, and not by Bob 
Davis. Not that anybody cares. 

The most amusing inaccuracy ap- 
pears in the second paragraph of 
your article, where you sneak of A.C. 
McClurg & Co., of Chicago, as fol- 
| lows: ‘Johnston speaks of acceptance 
of Burroughs’ books by A. C. Mec- 
Clurg firm of Chicago. Oddly. Bur- 
roughs is known to have bought into 


Aerialist Falls 70 Feet 
To Death Near St. Louts 


St. Louis, Sept. 12. 

Robert Bovey, 28, aerialist, fell 70 
feet to his death last week in Wash- 
ington, Mo., near here, while dis- 
mantling the 125-foot pole atop 
which he had performed during the 
three-day Farm Products Show in 
the city park. Bovey’s wife and 20 
persons saw him fall. 

Mrs. Bovey was prostrated by the 
accident and was taken to a local 
hospital in Washington. 


SUNK In 


MARRIAGES 


Olga Elizabeth Krenek to Roy H 
(Doc) Bradley, in Glendale, Cal., 
Sept. 7. He's on siaff of Charles P. 
Skouras, president of Fox West 
Coast. 

June Callison to Dan Lawrence in 
Des Moines Sept. 2. He’s an 
nouncer at KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 

Madelyn Lyon to Gordon Thomas, 
in Mason City, Ia., Sept. 4. He's an- 


nouncer for KGLO, Mason City. 

Marie deMor to Jimmy Thompson, 
in Pittsburgh, Sept. 5. Bride is a 
singer, he’s an announcer at WJAS, 
Pittsburgh. 

Virginia Tatem to Bob Steele, in 
Santa Barbara, Cal., Sept. 6. He's 
the film cowboy player. 


Vivian Faulkner to Owen McLean, | 


in Los Angeles, Sept. 9. Bride is 


| screen player; he’s 20th-Fox caster. 
| Virginia Maggard to Weldon Hey- 
| burn, in Ti Juana, Mexico, Sept. 9. 
| He’s a film player. 
on | 
its show | 


Willadean Sparks to Conn Hum- 
phries, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. Bride 
|is a ballet dancer with St. Louis 
| Muny opera; he’s with Red Nichols’ 
| orchestra. 
| Sylvia Sagrans to Irving Dashkin, 
| in Philadelphia, Sept. 11. He’s man- 
ager of the Savoy theatre, Jamaica, 
iu. L 


more are engaged in presenting ‘No 


on Burroughs’ which questions the | 


interviewed me for | 


eral days, and I do not recall that he | 


Indienapolis. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I respectfully request a correction 
_ to an article in your issue of Aug. 23, 
| Caption reads ‘Crystal Gazer Goes 
' with Chintz at 9c a Yard.’ 


| 1. My name is not Sid Edwards, 
‘but Sir Edwards, as my letterhead 
shows. 


2. I am not a seer, but an astrolo- 
ger. 
3. I did not use a crystal ball. 
4. I was no. at the store for one 
_week, but for two weeks and did real 
well for myself. 

5. My appearance in the Murphy’s 
| Stores was not to plug any certain 
' merchandise, but to stimulate the 
sale of horoscopes which are mine. 

6.1 did not answer, free of 
charge, questicns with the purchase 
of chintz, hardware or candy. 
| Sir Edwards. 


Slim and Eddie Explain 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

There was a writeup you gave us 
that was very good and we appre- 
ciate it. Thank you. But, what I’m 
getting to, that there was a mistake 
written about us, saying that we 
played for more response by utiliz- 
ing Judy Canova’s rope trick in 
‘Yokel Boy.’ We have proof that we 
have been doing our rope trick over 
a year because that was the second 
time we did it at the Apollo, and we 
did i. in Washington at the Howard 
theatre last September. And can 
p~ove it. We have never seen Miss 
Judy Canova. 

We would appreciate it very much 
if vou mention this in your mistake 
column, 

Slim and Eddie. 


MICH. STATE FAIR QUITS 
WITH $30,090 DEFICIT 


Detroit, Sept. 12. 

Michigan’s 90th annual state fair 
closed a 10-day stand Sunday (10) 
with revenue off $150,000 from 1938, 
Indicated loss was $30,000. 

Although harness’ racing—Gov. 
Dickinson’s lone gambling concession 
at the fair—constituted the chief 
deficit, the all-star shows in the Coli- 
seum contributed a sizeable loss. Nut 
at the Coliseum shows, offered at 
25¢c a throw, was $37,000 and admis- 
totalled nearly $30,000. Top 
fee went te Benny Goodman's band, 
which received $6,000 for three days, 


sions 


with lesser amounts going to Glen 
Grav's orchestra, which played one 
day; Wayne King and Tony Martin, 
three days, and Bob Crosby, plus 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, also 
three days. In addition. shows in- 


cluded a 16-gal line and several nov- 
elty acts. 


Neb. Fair Breaks Even 
Lincoln, Sept. 12. 

Nebraska State Fair will just about 
break even this year, after using up 
most of a $7,500 margin for 1938. 
‘Dusty weather in four of the six 
days hurt the crowds. 

Total attendance was about 90,000, 
compared to the 77,419 of 1938, but 
40.000 tickets were half-pricers, so 
,the money result is about the same. 


BIRTHS 


Mrs. William A. Seiter, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 
Father is film director; mother is 
| Marion Nixon, former screen player. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bill McAndrew, 
daughter, in Washington, Sept. 5. 
Father is chief news editor for WRC- 
WMAL, Washington. 


Mr. and 


¥ | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


VARIETY Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1939 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
TOPS! 


AHEAD OF MANY OF AMERICA'S 
OTHER “TOP FLIGHT” BANDS!!! 


fo RICHARD MARVIN AND THE 
WILLIAM ESTY AGENCY FOR 
THEIR FAITH AND CO-OPERATION 


also fo THE LISTENING AND DANC.- 
ING PUBLIC WHO HAVE HELPED 
US PILE UP RECORD-BREAKING 
GROSSES THROUGHOUT OUR 
RECENT NEW ENGLAND TOUR 


Currently 
The “DIXIELAND MUSIC for CAMEL CIGARETTE 
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